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preface. 



OfL THOUGH a preface is usually passed over with 
the utmost degree of carelesness, by the reader, 
and is generally considered as unimportant, and 
scarcely worthy of the most ciursory perusal, I feel 
that, on the present occasion, some introductory 
observations are due to the public, explanatory^ of my 
views, in publishing the following pages, and in 
acknowledgment of the many favors I have received, 
in the course of their compilation, from my brother 
Archers. 

The present work is grounded upon a small 
publication, issued from the press, by a much 
respected and deeply lamented relative, the late Mr. 
Hargrove, of Knaresbrough, in this county, who was 
extensively knovm as the historian of that interesting 
town. The work alluded to appeared in the year 
1792, more than half a century ago ; and, though 
Archery, at that time, was almost extinct, it is pleasing 
to find the "Anecdotes of Archery" still esteemed 
and inquired after, as one of the scarce books of the 
present day. 
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Seeing this to be the case^ and having, myself^ 
recently enrolled my name as a member of a 
Society of Archers, I resolved on re-publishing the 
work, with very considerable additions, even to the 
historical matter, and with copious notices of the 
principal existing Societies of Archers in the United 
Edngdom, their Rules, Regulations, &c. 

This has, necessarily, been a work of considerable 
labor, and the success which has attended my efforts, 
must partly be attributed to the kind assistance I have 
received from the officers of each society, with whom 
1 have had the honor and privilege to correspond. 
Without their co-operation, it would have been 
impossible to compile so large an amount of valuable 
information ; and it is, therefore, with pleasure that I 
have to acknowledge the kind communications of the 
following gentlemen, to all of whom I am in some 
degree indebted, for the particulars with which they 
so readily supplied me. 

Henry Peckitt, Esq., Carlton Hosthwaite, Thirsk (Miscellaneous 

Information). 
Kobert Knox, Esq., Kelvingrove House, Glasgow (Glasgow 

Archers, &c). 
George Milner, Esq., Hull (Kingston Archers, &c). 
J. Hughes, Esq., Donuington Priory, Newbury (West Berks 

Archers). 
Wm. Merry, Esq., Highlands, Shinfield (East Berks Archers). 
Brooke Cunliffe, Esq., Erbistock Hall, Overton, EUesmere (Royal 

British Bowmen). 
Percival S. Wilkinson, Esq., Mount Oswald, Durham, and 

J. Brooksbank, Esq., North Bailey, Durham (Neville's 

Cross Archers). 
Edward Marr, Esq., St. John's Wood, London (Fraternity of St. 

George). 




Alfred Burton^ Esq., St. Leonard*s-on-Sea (Queen's St. Leotuurd's 

Archers). 
OctftYios Leefe, Esq., Richmond, Yorkshire (Richmond Archers). 
Rev. J. C. Pigott, Bingham Rectory, Notts (Royal Sherwood 

Archers). 
John Dennett, Esq., New Village, Isle of Wight (Carisbrook 

Archers). 
John Kirkes, Esq., Moorlands, Lancaster (John 0*Gannt*8 

Bowmen). 
Wm. Ritson Dryden, Esq., Hull (Hull Archers). 
Andrew Thompson, Esq., Gas Cottage, Hereford (Herefordshire 

Bow Meeting). 
Wm. Gray, jun., Esq., Thirsk, Yorkshire (Thirsk Bowmen). 
Wm. S. Lees, Esq., Middleton, Manchester (Middleton Archers). 
R'Bv. G. A "Walker, Alverthorp, Wakefield (Outwood Rangers). 
Edward Rosher, Esq., Cute Hall, Gravesena (Toxophilites of West 

Kent). 
R. W. Peirse, Esq., Londonderry, Bedale (Yale of Mowbray 

Archers). 
G. W. Willis, Esq., Grand Parade, Brighton (Queen's Park 

Archers). 
Wm. Henry Leaiham, Esq., Wakefield (Heath Common Archers). 
Henry Forsvth, Esq., W. S., Edinburgh (Albyn Archers). 
Adam Smith, Esq., St. John's Hill, Edinbui^h (Salisbury Archers). 
R. M*Nanght, Esq., Glasgow (St. Mungo Archers). 
Patrick Scotland, Esq., Glasgow (Partick Archers). 
John Mackie, Esq., Perth (Perth Archers). 
John Pool, Esq., Harlow (West Essex Archers). 
Wm. Smith, Esq., Kelso (Bowmen of the Border). 
James Ferguson, Esq., Dairy (Dairy Archers). 
Maxwell Dick, Esq., Irvine (Irvine Toxophilites and Kilwinning 

Archers). 
Wm. Jameson, Esq., Kilbimie (Kilbimie Archers). 
Prancis Barchard, Esq., Lewes (South Saxon Archers). 
B. Scholfield, Esq., Prestwick (Pilkington Archers). 
A. T. Dingwall Fordyce, Esq., Oxford (St. John's College 

Archers). 
Richard Cattley, Esq., Oxford (Worcester College Archers). 
J. Hears, Esq., Oxford (New College Archers). 
J. Hutton, Esq., Beverley (Beverley Archers). 
The Rev. J. Higginson, Thormanb^, near Thirsk, Torkshbe. 
Wm. Hardman, Esq., Cheetham Hill, Manchester (Cheetham Hill 

Archers). 
Matthew Jee, Esq., Liverpool (Mount Vernon Archers). 
H. Stacher, Esq., Salisbury (Old Sarum Archers). 
G. J. Wilson, Esq., Darlington (Darlington and Scorton Archers). 
A. Robinson, Esq., London (East Surrey Bowmen). 
Matthew Paxton, Esq., Etal, Coldstream (Etal Tillside Games). 
Peter Muir, Esq., Archers' Hall, Edinburgh. 



Invidious as it may appear, to refer to any of the 
above gentlemen in particular, I feel that I cannot 
dismiss this preface, without recording the deep 
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obligation I feel to those four individuals whose names 
are placed at the head of the list ; for, they have ever 
been ready to render me every assistance which laid 
in their power ; and here I would state, that it is with 
sincere regret that I have been obliged to suppress an 
Historical Notice of Archery, from the talented pen of 
G. Milner, Esq., of Hull, which was kindly forwarded to 
me for insertion, and which it was my full intention to 
have published, had it not been for the extraordinary 
and unexpected length to which the Account of the 
Existing Societies of Archers has extended. 

Should any omissions or inaccuracies be discovered 
by the reader, they must be placed to the account 
of those parties, who received circulars soliciting 
information, but who, either neglected to reply, 
or procrastinated to a period, when their replies were 
too late to be attended to. Such, however, I am 
proud to say, were " few and far between," — a general 
feeling of kindness and attention everywhere appearing 
to pervade, for which again I express my most grateful 
acknowledgments. 

The object of this publication is not only an attempt 
to aid in the more general extension of the manly 
game of Archery, but to fill up a void which appeared 
in the literature of the present day ; for, amidst all the 
varied works which have lately been published, to 




instruct or amuse. Archery seems to have been 
shamefully, .neglected and nearly forgotten. 

In conclusion, I would take leave of the public, for 
the present, in the well-known, though antiquated 
and unpolished words of Ascham — '' If, (in this 
work,) I have said amisae, I am content any man 
amende it ; or, if I have said too little, any man 
that will, to add what him pleaseth to it/' 
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" The Arcber*s sport will never he extinct, 
Until the memory of Robin Hood, 
Of Cressy'ft well-fougbt field, and Chevy Chase, 
Be blotted from the tablet of our minds." 



^VRCHERY maj be traced to the remotest ages. We 
^^^ read of the use of the bow in the history of many 
different nations; from wMch we infer^ that it is the most 
ancient^ as well as the most uniyersal, of all weapons. It was 
used against the beasts of the forest^ long before men made 
war upon each other^ and we find that it was resorted to 
by the most powerful and civilized, as well as by the most 
barbarous and uncultiyated nations. 

The origin of Archery^ however, is involved in impene- 
trable obscurity; but, according to the fanciful opinion of 
the poet Claudian, it originated with the porcupine, which, 
erroneously, was supposed to cast its quills, whenever it was 
offended. There are many fictitious accounts respecting its 
early rise, but Apollo, according to Plato, Galen, and 
Callimachus, waa the inventor of it ; and Isodorus relates that 
Apollo communicated it to the Cretans. Some few of the 
modem fictions have equalled, or even excelled, the ancients 
in absurdity; particularly when the bow and arrow were 
solemnly affirmed to be the instruments by which Cain was 
killed by Lamech. The primary mention of Archery occurs in 
Genesis, where it is said that Ishmael, the son of Abraham, 
^' dwelt in the wilderness, and became an Archer." A bow 
shot, too, is mentioned in an earlier verse of the same chapter, 
as a measure of distance. We are also told, in Holy Writ, 
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that Isaac called his son Esau^ and said^ '^ Now, therefore, take 
I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out 
to the field, and take me some venison ; and make me savory 
meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat, that 
my soul may bless thee before I die." 

In the first book of Samuel, we are told, that Jonathan, the son 
of Saul, was a skilful Archer ; but it seems this weapon had 
been neglected amongst the armies of Israel, for, in an account 
of the fatal battle near Mount Gilboa, betwixt Saul and the 
Philistines, we are informed, '^ The battle went sore against 
Saul ; and the Archers hit him ; and he was sore wounded of 
the Archers." 

David appears to have been aware that the Jews were less 
expert, in the use of the bow, than the neighbouring nations; 
for, on his accession to the throne, he issued an order that 
Judah, which was considered the most military tribe, should 
practice Archery. There are also several other passages in 
the Old Testament, which evince that Archery was not only 
a military pursuit, but was engaged in as an innocent pastime, 
and as the means of divination. 

In the Iliad of Homer, we find the bow occasionally 
mentioned, although it does not appear to have been in general 
use in either army, during that memorable war. The poet, 
speaking of Paris, and describing the dress and arms of that 
celebrated warrior, (who, although delicate, afterwards 
insidiously slew the great and renowned Achilles, by wounding 
him in the heel with an arrow, when he was going to marry 
Polyxena, in the temple of Apollo,) says — 



** The panther*s speckled hide, 
Flow'd o'er his armoixr, with an easy pride ; 
His bended bow across his shoulders flung. 
His sword beside him negligently hung ; 
Two pointed spears he shook, with gallant grace« 
And dar'd the bravest of the Grecian race." 

Pandarus, aiming an arrow at Menelaus, the action is thus 
described : 

''Now with full force the yielding horn he bends. 
Drawn to an arch, and joins the doubling ends ; 
Close to the breast he strains the nerve below. 
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Till the barb'd point approach the circling bow; 

Th' impatient weapon whizzes on the wing, 

Sounds the tough horn, and twangs the quivering string.'* 

The Locrlans were a fine body of troops^ who served in the 
Grecian army, and who, occasionally, used both the bow and 
the sling, and are thus mentioned in the Siad^ from which we 
have before quoted : — 

** The Locrian squadrons nor the jay'lin wield, 
Nor bear the helm, nor lift the moony shield. 
But skill'd from &r the flying shaft to wing, 
Or whirl the sounding pebble f^om the sling. 
Dexterous with these they aim a certain wound. 
Or fell the distant warrior to the ground. 
Thus in the van, the Telamonian train 
Throng'd in bright arms, a pressing fight maintain ; 
For, in the rear, the Locrian Archers lie. 
Whose stones and arrows intercept the sky ; 
The mingled tempest on the foes they pour ; 
Troy's scatt'ring orders open to the show'r." 

The suitors of Penelope, having in vain attempted to bend 
the bow of Ulysses (that hero being present, disguised like a 
beggar), he, with much*difficulty, obtains leave to try his 

skill. 

'^ One hand aloft display'd 
The bending horns, and one the string essayed. 
From his essaying hand the string let fly, 
Twang'd short and sharp, like the shriH swallow's cry. 
A general horror ran thro' all the race. 
Sunk was each heart, and pale was every face ; 
Then fierce the hero o'er the threshold strode, 
Stript of his rags, he blaz'd out like a god. 
Full in their face the lifted bow he bore. 
And quiver'd deaths, a formidable store; 
Before his feet the rattling show'r he threw. 
And thus terrific to the suitor crew; 
* One vent'rous game this hand has won to-day, . 
Another, princes ! yet remains to play ! 
Another mark our arrow must attain, 
Phoebus I assist; — nor be the labour vain.* 
Swift as the word the parting arrow sings. 
And bears thy fate, Antinous, on its wings ; 
"Wretch that he was, of unprophetic soul ! 
Highin his hands he rearM the golden bowl; 
Even then, to drain it, lengthen'd out his breath, 
Chang'd to the deep, the bitter draught of death ; 
For fate, who fear'd, anSldst a feastfol band? 
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And fiite to numbers, by a single hand ? 

Full thro' his throat UljrBses' weapon past, 

And pierc'd the neck : He £k11s and breathes his last." 

^neas; in celebrating the anniversary of his father's funeral^ 
amongst other sports and exercisesj introduces Archery. 

''Forthwith, ^SBneas to the sports invites 
All who with feather'd shafts would try their skill. 
And names the prizes. With his ample hand, 
He from Serestus' ship a mast erects; 
And on it, by a rope, suspended ties, 
A swift- wing'd dove, at which they all should aim 
Their arrows : They^assemble ; and the lots 
Shuflled into a braxen casque are thrown. ^ 

With fiiVring shouts Hippocoon first appears, 
OfGspring of Hyrtacus : Then Mnestheus next. 
So lately victor in the naval strife. 
And crowned with olive-greens : Eurytion tiiird, 
Brother to thee, O Pandarns I renown' d. 
Who once, commanded to dissolve the league, 
Didst first among the Grecians hurl a dart; 
Acestes to the helmet's bottom sinks 
The last; himself presuming to attempt 
The sports of youth. Then all with manly strength 
Bend their tough yeugh ; es^ vi^ his utmost force 
All from their quivers draw their shafts : and first. 
Shot from the twanging nerv^EUppocoon's flies 
Along the sky, beats the thin liquid air. 
And on the body of the mast adverse 
Stands flz'd : The mast and frighted bird at once 
Tremble, and aJitfae cirque with shouts resounds. 
Next eager Mnestheus, with his bended bow. 
Stands ready, and his eyes and arrow aim'd 
Directs to heav'n ; yet could not reach the dove 
Herself unfortunate, but cut the knots 
And hempen ligaments in which she hung, 
Ty'd by the feet, upon the lofty mast ; 
She flies into the winds and dusky clouds. 
Eurytion then impatient, and long since 
Holding his ready bow and fitted shaft. 
Invokes his brother ; and, in open air. 
Seeing the dove now shake her sounding wings. 
Transfixes her amidst the clouds : The bird 
Falls dead, and leaves her life among the stars." 

Cyaxares^ king of the Modes, and great grandfather to 
Cyrus, engaged some Scythian Archers to teach his son the 
use of the bow. This nation had a law, that their children 
should learn three things particularly, from the age of five to 
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that of twenty^ yiz.^ — to ride a horse well, to shoot well, and 
never to tell a lie. Zenophon observes, that Cyrus was, from 
a child, brought up to Archery. 

Herodotus informs us, that when Cambyses had conquered 
Egypt, and had thoughts of mvading iEtfaiopia, he sent some 
spies before him, who^ under pretence of carrying presents to 
the king, might, privately, inquire into the strength and 
condition of the kingdom. When they were arrived at court, 
and had made their presents, the king of Ethiopia said to 
them, " It was not from any consideration of my friendship, 
that the king of Persia sent you to me with these presents ; 
neither have you spoken the truth, but are come into my 
kingdom as spieB. If Cambyses was an honest man, he would 
desire no more than his own, and not endeavour to reduce a 
people imder servitude, who have never done him any injury. 
However, give him this bow from me, and let him know, that 
the king of Ethiopia advises the king of Persia to make war 
against the Ethiopians, when the Persians shall be able thus 
easily to draw so strong a bow ; and, in the meanwhile, to 
thank the gods, that they never inspired the Ethiopians with 
a desire of extending their dominions beyond their own 
country." Saying this, he unbent the bow, and delivered it 

to the ambassadors. 

« 

The Persian Archers, however, have been celebrated for 
their skill. But, according to Herodotus, the Scythians were 
superior to all other nations. If we may use the authority of 
Homer, in his military delineations, we should observe that 
the Greek Archers were promiscuously interspersed amongst 
their armies in battle, and took their aim with deliberation and 

success. 

When Menlocheher, the grandson of Feridoon, made peace 
with Afrasial, the Scythian invader, one of the articles of the 
treaty was, that Persia should have all the country to the 
north-east, over which an arrow could be shot, from Demavend. 
A hero, named Arish, ascended to the top of the mountain, and 
shot an arrow to the banks of the Oxus, a distance of between 
five and six hundred miles. One Persian author, in relating 
this fact, states that the arrow, which was discharged at 
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sunrise, did not fall until noon ! and another author^ of high 
reputation, informs us, that the festival of the arrow, on the 
13th of October, which is still kept by the followers of 
Zoroaster, is in consequence of this eyent. Neither historian 
states from what kind of bow this was shot ; the general tenor 
of the story would, however, seem to indicate the long bow. 
The English Archers, justly celebrated as they were for the long 
range and precision of their shots, could not accomplish more 
than six hundred yards, at least except on a few extra- 
ordinary occasions. The greatest range which our modern 
English Archers can accomplish, is from three hundred to 
four hundred yards. The Turkish ambassador, when in 
England, in 1795, sent an arrow upwards of four hundred and 
eighty yards, in the presence of several members of the 
Toxopholite Society. His bow was made of horn, and is still 
in their possession. This was considered a very long shot ; 
yet there are two or three on record, as occurring since 
Archery has been merely a pastime, which have exceeded it 
by twenty or thirty yards. 

Giraldus Cambrensis relates some remarkable anecdotes of 
the extraordinary skill which the Welsh possessed in the use 
of the bow. He speaks of their arrows, on one occasion, 
penetrating through oaken portals four fingers in breadth; 
and on the assertion of Wi]liam de Breusa himself, he mentions 
a horseman, who was fastened to his saddle on both sides by 
two arrows, each of which respectively passed through the 
opposite hips. 

To the practice of Archery, the Athenians owed, in a great 
measure, their victories. The bowmen of Athens performed 
wonders, under Demosthenes, their renowned general, when 
they defeated the Lacedemonians, near the city of Pylos. 
Athens was guarded by Archers, and Plato mentions that one 
thousand bowmen were app6inted as the standing guard of 
that city. This celebrated philosopher was a great advocate 
of Archery, and recommended that masters might be 
employed, by the state, to teach the Athenian youth the use of 
the bow ; and that a large field should be set apart, near every 
town and city, for that purpose. 
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In the age of Scipio Africanus, Archery was used in the 
Mumantian contest ; Tiberius also conquered Inguomisius and 
Arminius^ principally by the assistance of his equestrian and 
pedestrian Archers. After his time, the practice was, in a 
great degree, discontinued ; although, according to Herodian 
and Suetonius, the emperors Domitian and Commodus were 
expert bowmen. The Roman sagittarii, or arrow-bearers, 
formed part of the VeUtes, which consisted of juvenes and 
pauperes, and, occasionally, of allies. Their situation in battle 
was hazardous, being sometimes placed in the front, sometimes 
on the right or left wing, and sometimes in the rear ; they 
were chiefly employed, previous to the commencement of the 
several attacks, in harassing the weakest quarters of the 
enemy. 

The Parthians were singular in their Archery, and always 
kept up a running fight, discharging their arrows in their 
retreat. The victories wl4ch they obtained over the Romans, 
were chiefly ascribed to their superiority in the use of their 
bows. With these they pursued Marcus Antoninus over the 
hills of Media and Armenia, — conquered the noble Valerian, — 
and slew the apostate Julian. 

The Cretans began to teach their youth the use of the bow 
at seven years of age ; and so expert were this people in the 
use of the weapon, that all the neighbouring monarchs were 
desirous of having a band of Cretan Archers in their armies. 
"The arrows of Gortynia," says Claudian, "aimed from a 
trusty bow, are sure to wound, nor ever miss the destined 
mark." 

Though we find very little mention of the bow in the Roman 
armies, yet they often employed auxiliary Archers in their 
wars, for we find them instructed "to draw the right hand to 
the ear." Domitian, Commodus, and Theodosius were 
accounted excellent shooters. It is evident, also, they had 
masters at Rome to teach the art, among whom was T. 
Flavins Expeditus, whose image Spon has given from a 
sepulchral bas relief, where he iscaJled Doctor Sagittarum. 

Leo ordained that all the youth of Rome should be compelled 
to practice shooting, more or less, and always bear their bow 
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and quiver about with them^ till they were eleven years of age. 
He also adds^ '' We strictly command you to make proclama- 
tion, to all men under our dominion, which be either in war or 
peace; to all cities and towns; and, finally, to all manner of 
men ; — ^that every free man have bow and arrows of his own, 
and every house have a bow and forty arrows for every 
occasion; and that they exercise themselves in holts, hills, 
dales, woodsy and plains, to inure them to all the chances of war." 

The Romans, however, in their height of power and 
dominion, though conquerors of Europe, Africa, and the East, 
could yet make no impressi<ai on the monarchy of the 
Arsacides, but were, for ages, defeated, in all their att^npts, 
by the Parthian Archers. The Alans, Huns, and Dacii, who 
finally overthrew the empire of the West, were remarkable 
for Archery. It was by means of the bow, that the Arabian 
tribes, emerging from their confined and desert territory, 
established the vast power of the Caliphs. After them, the 
Turks, by the same weapon, overthrew the Eastern empire, 
bereft the European powers of some of their finest provinces, 
menaced CSiristendom, and preserved a formidable state, so 
long as they maintained its use in full vigour. 

These days, however, have passed away, and we must now 
turn our- attention to '^Mbrbie ENaLAND," whose inhabitants 
have always excelled in using the bow, and the exploits of 
whose Archers have equalled, if not surpassed, those of all other 
nations, their fire being more dreaded than that of any other 
troops in 'the world — continually gaining the most decisive 
victories, with great disparity of number, over every nation 
with whom they contended in arms. Ten several times did 
they successfully invade France,^ once brought it to the brink 
of ruin,f once conquered it,t made one of its monarchs a 
prisoner,§ and another tributary,|| and all this by the aid of 
the bow, and the ''cloth yard shaft." 



• In 133d, 1346, 1355, 1369, U15, 1417, 1421, 1475, 1513, 1544. 
+ In the time of Edward III. X Under Henry V. § King John, at the 

battle of Foictiers. 
t Lewis XI., who submitted to pay tribute to Edward FV. 
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At what time Archery was first brought into England^ 
we have no means of determining; but, there is reason to 
conclude that it was nt>t used by the Britons at the time of 
Julius Csesar's inyaslon, as it is not enumerated amongst the 
' arms of the naliyes, in the minute description of them, given 
by that author. From the second book of the commentaries, 
we know that Caesar had both Numidiaii and Cretan Archers 
in his army, when he encountered the Belgae, in Gaul ; and it 
is, therefore, reasonable to suppose, that he made use of the 
same troops when in Britain, about two years afterwards, and 
thus first introduced the bow and arrow into our island, as an 
instrument of war, of which the Romans continued the use 
until their final departure, about the year 448. If the poems 
of Ossian, who is supposed to have lived about three centuries 
after Caesar, may be cited as an authority, we shall percoiyo 
that the bow was then formed of yew, and was constantly 
wielded by the northern warriors and hunters. ^ Go to thy 
cave, my love, till our battle cease on the field. - Son of Leith, 
bring the bows of our fathers ! the sounding quiver of Morni ! 
Let our tliree warriors bend the yew." 

About the year 449, when the Saxons came to the assistance 
of the Britons, they are said to have brought with them both 
the long and the cross bow ; and, during the Heptarchy, we 
find that Ofirid, son of Edwin, King of Northumbria, was 
killed by an arrow, in a battle which was fought about the 
year 633, near Hatfield, in Yorkshire. Excepting this fact, 
little, relating to the bow, appears in our annals, of the Saxon 
era; but their successors, the Danes, were great Archers. 
Alfred the Great, when coacealed in the peasant's cottage, 
suffered the cakes to burn, while he was preparing his bow, 
arrows, and other vfrarlike instruments ; and, Polydore Virgil, 
speaking of the troops commanded by Alfred, says, a great 
number of Archers were placed in the right wing of the army. 
This weapon, therefore, must have been long established in the 
island; and, yet, some of our historians tell us, that when 
^ Norman William came," the Epglish were entirely ignorant 
of the eflfect of Archery, and were struck with astonishment at 
fiinding death inflicted upon them, while the enemy were yet at 
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a distance. Also^ that it was on the blood-stained field of 
Hastings that our Saxon forefi&thers first learned to appreciate 
rightly the merit of the yew bow, and bearded cloth-yard shaft. 
Speed observes that the first discharge of arrows from the 
Norman army ** was a kind of fight, both strange and terrible 
unto the English^ who supposed their enemy had been already 
even in the middest among them.'* Eohard expresses the same 
sentiment, adding that the Ncurman hnff^ow was a weapon 
then unused in England. Sir J. Hayward says that this 
instrument was first brought into the land by the Normans^ 
and that afterwards the English, being trained to the practice 
of it, became the best shooters in the world. 

After the battle of Hastings, a general disarming took 
place; but, the haughty victor, with sound military policy, 
threw back these simple weapons to the vanquished of every 
grade. The once neglected bow, therefore, now became an 
object of more than ordinary affection, stimulated, perhaps, by 
jealous rivalry of the skill with which they saw it wielded in 
stranger hands. At home, whether in hall or cottage, it 
occupied the place of honor above the blazing hearth ; abroad, 
it was borne like the modern fowling-piece, by country 
gentlemen, whilst strolling over their domains, with a bolt for 
the pheasant, whirring from the brake, and a broad arrow for 
the dun deer that sprang from the bracken around his path. 
Indeed, from the prince, down to the meanest subject, the love 
of Archery was the ruling passion of every class of society. 

William, himself, was an admirable Archer, and was so 
strong, that few but himself could bend the bow he used. 

It may not be improper to insert, in this place, an excellent 
and curious comparison between this weapon and our fire- 
arms, mentioned in the life of William the Norman, by John 
Hayward. 

^^ One circumstance more I hold fit to be observed, that this 
victory was gotten only by means of the arrow ; the use 
whereof was brought into this land afterwards. The English, 
being trained to the fight, did thereby chiefly maintain them- 
selves, with honourable advantage, against all nations with 
whom they did contend in arms, being generally reputed the 
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best shots in the world. But, of late years, it bath been 
altogether laid aside ; and, instead thereof, the harqnebnss and 
caUiver are brought into use, yet not without contradiction of 
many expert men of arms^ who, albeit they do not r^ect the 
use of the small faeces, yet do they prefer the bow before 
them. First, for that, in a reasonable distance, it is of greater 
certainty and force. Secondly, for that it discbarges &Bter. 
Thirdly, for that more men may discharge therewith at once ; 
for only the first rank dischargeth the piece, neither hurt they 
any but those that are in front ; but, with the bow, ten or 
twelve ranks may discharge together, and will annoy so many 
ranks of the enemy. Lastly, for that the arrow doth strike 
more parts of the body, for in that it tumeth by descent, and 
not only point-blank, like the bullet, there is no part of the 
body but it may strike, from the crown of the head, to the 
nailing of the foot to the ground. Hereupon it foUoweth, that 
the arrows, falling so thick as hail upon the bodies of men, 
as less fearful of their flesh, so much slenderly anned than in 
former times, must, necessarily, work more dangerous effects. 
Besides these general respects, in many particular services and 
times the use of the bow is of great advantage ; if some 
defence lie before the enemy, the arrow may strike where the 
bullet cannot; foul weather may much hinder the discharge of 
the piece, but is of no great impediment to the discharge of the 
bow. A horse, struck with a buUet, if the wound be not 
mortal, may perform good service; but, if an arrow be 
£Eistened in his flesh, the continual stirring thereof, occasioned 
by the motion of himself, will force him to cast off all 
command, and either beat down, or disorder those that are 
near. But the crack of the piece, some men say, doth strike a' 
terror in the enemy ; — ^true, if they be such as never heard the 
Mke noise before ; but a little use will extinguish these terrors. 
To men, yea to beasts, acquainted with these cracks, they 
work a weak impression of fear. And, if it be true,' which all 
men of action do hold, that the eye, in all battles, is first 
overcome, liien, against men equally accustomed to both, the 
sight of the arrow is more available to victory than the crack 
of the piece. Assuredly the duke, before the battle, encouraged 
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his men^ for that they should deal with enemies who had no 
shot. But I will leave this point to be determined by more 
discerning judgment."* 

William 11.^ being hunting in the New Forest, in company 
with Sir Walter Tyrrell, and others ; this knight, unfortunately, 
let fly an arrow at a stag, which, glancing against a tree, took 
a different direction, and pierced the king's breast, who 
immediately expired. To perpetuate the memory of so 
remarkable an event, it is stated that John, Lord Delwar, who 
had seen the tree growing, erected a pillar in the place where 
it stood, with the following inscription : — 

^^ Here stood the Oak Tree, on which an arrow, shot 
by Sir Walter Tyrrell,' at a Stag, glanced, and struck 
King William the Second, sumamed Rufus, in the breast, 
of which he instantly died, on the second day of August, 
A.D, 1100." 

"King William the Second, sumamed Rufus, being 
slain as before related, w(zs laid in a cart belonging to 
one Purhess, and drawn from thence to Winchester, and 
buried in the Cathedral Church of thai City.** 

A recent writer, however, says, " It is a no less interesting 
historical fact, than a botanical curiosity, abimdantly proving 
the longevity of the oak, that this celebrated tree is now 
standing, though in the last stage ef decay, near Malwood 
Castle, in the centre of the New Forest, and was first paled 
round by order of Charles II." 

Under the Norman government, the practice of Archery was 
not only much improved, but generally diffused throughout the 
kingdom. We meet, however, no circumstance appertaining 
to it, worthy of particular record, until the time of Henry II., 
in whose reign Archery seems first to have been carried into 
Ireland, by Richard Strongbow, Earl of Clare, Pembroke and 
Buckingham (whe was famous for his skill in Archery), where 
it was employed with such effect against the natives, that it 
mainly contributed to the English conquests. 

No further account of Archery is to be found until the reign 
of Richard I., who performed great exploits with his Archers, 
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in the Holy Land ; particularly, as Sir John Smith observes, 
** by overthrowing (principally by the wonderfiil effect of his 
Archers) the brave Saladin and his whole army." Gibbon 
also takes occasion to notice the singular dread with which the 
English Archers filled their enemies in the Crusades, and 
informs us, ''that, at one time, Richard, with seventeen 
knights, and three hundred Archers, sustained the charge of 
the whole Turkish and Saracen army." This monarch, 
however, when besieging the castle of Chaluze, approached too 
near the walls, and was killed by an arrow, from a cross- 
bow, on the 8th of March, 1199. 

About this period, we find a curious anecdote respecting a 
prior of Winchester, who appears to have been more deeply 
read in the " Booke of St. Alban's" than in his breviary. The 
most renowned chase in England was near at hand, where 
many ''a stag of ten fell beneath his arrows." At length, 
these depredations became so notorious, that the king, whose 
veneration for monks seems not to have been very profound, 
ordered his convent to be searched, and fined him heavily for 
every bow discovered there. " What a pretty piece of drollery, 
to have encountered this portly abbot and his merry freres, in 
shaven crowns and priestly frocks, plying their sturdy bows 
and cloth-yard shafts among, the verdant recesses of the 

Hampshire forest ! 

' And of these merry monksy there was not one. 
But he could kill a deer, his swiftest speed upon.' '* 

It is, during the reign of Richard I., that we first find 

mention made of the renowned Robin Hoob, who, for so 

many successive ages, has been considered the chief of English 

Archers. The intestine troubles of England were very great 

at the period when this celebrated outlaw ranged the sylvan 

glades of " Merrie England," in defiance of the lion-hearted 

Richard, and his still more implacable enemy the Sheriff of 

Nottingham ; when the country was every where infested with 

bands of outlaws and banditti ; amongst whom none were so 

famous as this sylvan hero and his followers, whom Stow, in 

his annals, is pleased to term " renowned thieves." Perhaps 

it may not be considered out of place, if we here digress for a 



\ 



22 



ANECDOTES OF ABCHERT. 



short time^ in order to introduce a brief account of the life of 
this prince of British bowmen. 

Robin Hoon^ whose true name was Robert Fitz-Ooth, or, as 
some authors have it^ Robert o' th' Wood, was bom at Lozley 
Chase, near Sheffield, in this county, where the romantic 
riyer Loxley descends from the hills, to mingle its blue waters 
with the Rivilin and the Don. The addition of Fits, which was 
so common an addition to many Norman names, was afterwards 
often omitted or dropped. The two last letters, tr, being 
turned into n, he was called, by the common people, Ood, or 
Hood. It is somewhat difficult to determine the precise date 
of his birth; but all authorities, worthy of reliance, place it in 
the early part of the thirteenth century, during the simultaneous 
efforts of the English people to establish their political rights 
upon a firm, equitable, and imperishable basis. It is evident 
he was a man of quality, as will be seen by the annexed 
pedigree, copied from Dr. Stukeley's Palceographia Britanniee. 

John Scot, tent^ Earl of Huntington, dying anno 1237, 
without issue, R. Fltz-Ooth was, by the female line, next heir 
to that title, as descended from Gilbert de Gaunt, Earl of 
Kyme and Lindsey. The title, lying dormant durin^f the last 
ten years of his life, there could be nothing unreasonable or 
extraordinary in his pretensions to that honor. The arms of 
Robin Hood were ffiUes, two bends engrailed or. The title 
laid dormant ninety years after the death of Robin Hood, viz., 
until 1337, at which time William, Lord Clinton, was created 
Earl of Huntington. 

It does not appear that our hero possessed any estate; 
perhaps he, or his father, might be deprived of that, on some 
political account; attainders and confiscations being very 
frequent in those days of Norman tyranny and feudal 
oppression. In the 19th of Henry II., when the son of that 
monarch rebelled against his father, Robert de Ferrers 
manned his castles of Tutbury and Duffield in behalf of the 
prince. William Fitz-Ooth, father of our hero, (suppose him 
connected with the Ferrers, to which his dwelling at Loxley* 
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seems to point,) might suffer with them in the conseqnenceB of 

that rebellion, which would not only deprive the fiunily of their 

estates, but also of their claim to the Earldom of Hundngton. 

From some such cause, it is more than probable that our hero 

might be induced to take refuge in those woods and forests, 

where the bold adventurer, whether flying from the demands 

of his injured country, or to avoid the ruthless hand of tyrannic 

power, had often found a safe and a secure retreat. 

** An hundred valiant men had this brave BoUn Hood, 
Still readj at his call, that bowmen were right go6d ; 
AU clad in Lincoln-green, with caps of red and blue, 
His fellows' winded horn not one of them but knew. 
When setting to their lips their littlo bugles shrill, 
Tha warbling echoes waiked from every dale and hill ; 
Their baldricks set with studs, athwart their shoulders cast, 
To which, below their anns, their shea& were bacUed fkat ; 
A short sword at their belt, a buckler scarce a span, 
Who struck below the knee, not counted was a man. 
All made of Spanish yew, their bows were wond'rons strong. 
They not an arrow drew but was a cloth yard long ; 
Of Archery, they had the very perfect craft. 
With broad arrow, or butt, or prick, or roving shaft. 
Their arrows finely paired for timber, and for feather. 
With birch and brazil pierced, to fly in any weather; 
And shot they with the round, the square, or forked pile. 
They loose gave such a twang as might be heard a mile." 

Tutbury, and other places in the vicinity of his native town^ 
appear to have been the scene of his juvenile frolics. We, 
however, afterwards find him at the head of two hundred 
strong, resolute men, and expert Archers, ranging the woods 
and forests of Nottinghamshire, Yorkshire, and other parts of 
the north of England. 

In the reign of Henry III., when the patriots arose, under 
Simon de Montfort, Earl of .Leicester, to enforce the 
recognition of Magna Charta, we find Robin Hood devoted to 
his country's rights, in that memorable struggle for liberty. 
Fordum and Bower, (both celebrated writers,) allude to the 
fact of this outlawry, and his subsequent unsettled and predatory 
mode of existence, as the direct consequences of that act. 
The first (Fordum), after relating, in the Scotichrcnicon, the 
final defeat of the great national party, consequent on the 
battle of Evasham, in August, 1265, says, ''that from the 
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dispossessed and banished^ arose Robin Hood and Little John, 
with their accomplices," whom the people of his time were 
" extravagantly fond of celebrating, in tragedy and comedy, 
beyond all others." " The personal courage of this celebrated 
outlaw," Bishop Percy observes, "his skill in Archery, his 
humanity, and, especially, his levelling principle, of taking 
from the rich and giving to the poor, have, in all ages, 
rendered him the favorite of the common people." 

Against luxurious bishops, and tyrannic sheriffs, his bow was 
ever bent, and his arrow in the string ; he attacked and 
robbed, and sometimes slew the latter, without either 
compunction or remorse. In his more humorous moods, he 
contented himself with enticing them, in the guise of a butcher 
or a potter, with the hope of a good bargain, into the green 
wood, where he first made merry, and then fleeced them, 
making them dance to such music as his forest afforded, or 
join with Friar Tuck, in hypocritical thanksgiving, for the 
justice and mercy they had experienced. Robin's eye 
brightened, and his language grew poetical, when he was 
aware of the approach of some swollen pluralist — a Dean of 
Carlisle, or an Abbot of St. Mary's — ^with sumpter horses, 
carrying tithes and dining-gear, and a slender train of 
attendants. He would meet him with great meekness and 
humility ; thank our Lady for having sent a man both holy and 
rich into her servant's sylvan diocese ; inquire, too, about the 
weight of his purse, as if desirous to augment it ; but, woe to 
the victim, who, with gold in his pocket, set up a plea of 
poverty. " Kneel, holjt man," Robin would then say, " kneel, 
and beg of the saint who rules thy abbey-stede to send money 
for thy present wants ;" and, as the request was urged by 
quarter-staff and sword, the prayer was a rueful one, while the 
gold, which a search in the prelate's mails discovered, was 
facetiously ascribed to the efficacy of his intercession with his 
patron saint, and gravely parted between the divine and the 
robber. 

Robin Hood differed from all other patriots^— for patriot he 
was — of whom we read in tale or history. Wallace, to whom 
he has been compared, was a high-souled man, of a sterner 
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stamp, who loyed better to see tyrants die than gain all the 
gold the world had to give ; and. Rob Roy, to whom the poet 
of Rydal Mount has likened the outlaw of Sherwood, had 
little of the merry humour, and romantic courtesy, of bold 
Robin. This seems to have arisen more from the nature, than 
the birth of the man ; he was no lover of blood ; nay, he 
delighted in sparing those who sought his life, when they fell 
into his power ; and, he was, beyond all example, even of 
knighthood, tender and thoughtful about women ; even when 
he prayed, he preferred Our Lady to all the other Saints in the 
calendar. Next to the ladies, he loved the yeomanry of 
England ; he molested no hind at the plough, no thresher in 
the barn, no shepherd with his flocks ; he was the friend and 
protector of husbandman and hind, and woe to the priest who 
fleeced, or the noble who oppressed them. The widow, too, 
dnd the fatherless, he looked upon as under his care; and 
wheresoever he went, some old woman was ready to do him a 
kindness, for a saved son, or a rescued husband. The personal 
strength of the outlaw was not equal (o his activity ; but, his 
wit so far excelled his might, that he never found use for the 
strength which he had — so well did he form his plans, and 
work out all his stratagems. If his chief delight was to meet 
with a fierce sheriff, or a purse>proud priest, " all under the 
green wood tree," his next was to encounter any burly 
groom, who refused to give place to the king of the forest, 
and was ready to make good his right of way with cudgel or 
sword. The tinker, who, with crab-tree staff, " made Robin's 
sword cry twang," was a fellow of their stamp. With such 
companions, he recriuted his bands, when death, or desertion, 
thinned them; and, it seemed that to be qualified for his 
service, it was necessary to excel him in the use of the sword 
or the quarter-staff. His skill in the bow was not so easily 
approached. He was a man, too, of winning manners, and 
captivating address, for his lively eloquence, united with 
his wild woodland cheer, sometimes prevailed on the very men, 
who were most hostile to him, and engaged in seeking his life, 
to assume his livery, and try the pleasures which Barnesdale 
or Plompton afforded. 
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The high blood of Robin seems to havie been doubted by 
Sir Walter Scott, who, in the character of Locksley, makes 
the traditionary Earl of Hmitingdon but a better sort of rustic, 
with the manners of a franklin, rather than those of a noble. 
Popular belief is, however, too much, even for the illustrious 
author of /Ivanhoe,' and bold Robin will remain an Earl 
" while weeds g^ow, and waters run." 

*^ The more inmiediate establishment of Robin Hood," says a 
recent author, ^'consisted of a few tried and faithful companions 
— one of whom, John the Naylor, who stood nearly seven feet 
high, was called, in jest, Little John, and was not less 
remarkable for his drollery than his prowess. Another, the son 
of a miller, was called, in contra-distinction, by the same rule 
of logic, Much, or ^the big un,' from being the smallest of the 
company. A third was called Scatheloek, it is said, from his skill 
in breaking the heads of his opponents in fight. A fourth. Will 
Stuteley, or Stoutly ; fifth, a chaplain, probably a renegade 
from some abbey, but not, necessarily, as some have repre- 
sented him, a licentious man; sixth, Allin o' the Dale, a 
minstrel, and a very gentle character, whose mind is said to 
have been injured by a cross in love ; seventh, a female, 
ardently devoted to the chieftain, and a sharer of his rude 
fortunes, from choice, whom he is always represented to have 
treated with the utmost delicacy, tenderness, and fidelity — 
carrying his affection for her memory so far, as never to 
have adopted another after her death." 

" If my reader smile," says the same author, " at the above 
names, and deem the history fictitious because they are used, ' 
I will refer him to any church-yard in the Forest, where he ^ 
will find many amilar, on the gravestones, and, probably, 
inherited from some of Robin Hood's Archers themselves. 
Nor am I alone in this opinion; it struck that grapjiic 
American writer, Washington Irving, most forcibly, when on 
a pilgrimage to Newstead Abbey. I have seen a public-house, 
in the very heart of the district, with the sign of Robm Hood, 
and kept by John Little, One of my earliest playfellows 
rejoiced in the name of Jonas Archer. The name of the present 
parish clerk oi Eirkby, in Nottinghamshire, is Shaklock, and 



there are many others^ of the same name, in that and the 
neighbouring village of Sutton. Hardstaff is the name of the 
late Squire Chaworth's head huntsman, at Annesley Park, and 
BeardaU is the name of an innkeeper, at Hucknall Torkard. 
A Mr. Bowman (there's a name — a sturdy man must the 
original how-breaker have been!) keeps a public-house, at 
^Nuncar Gate, near Eirkley Woodhouse ; and similar names, 
identified with the locality, are as numerous as a parish 
jury-list ! " 

It was the custom of the outlaws to dwell, during the 
winter, as secluded as possible — many, no doubt, in the caves 
which abounded in the neighbourhood — others with such of 
the country people as they could trust themselves with — ^whilst 
a few would, probably, profess some itinerant calling, ajnd 
reside in disguise at the neighbouring towns, where they would 
have abundant opportunities of acquiring such information as 
might be useful to the fraternity, or necessary to its safety. 
They never failed, however, to re-assemble at the *^ trysting 
tree," on an appointed day, in the merry month of May, when 
those exhilaraUng rural revels immediately followed, which 
the rustics, all over England and Scotland, have ever ance 
been so fond of celebrating in their name, in that delightful 
season. ' But the Chieftain, himself, appears seldom to have 
found amusement in these village gaieties, but to have rather 
retired into the midst of those sylvsA solitudes, whose leafy 
glades were least likely to be disturbed by the presence of 
strangers, and there to have revelled in the bright, but 
mournful recollection of those earlier and happier days, when 
the diamonds of a coronet were destined to deck that fine 
expansive brow, rather than the eagle feather of the forest 
chieftain. Among the parties for whom Robin Hood appeared 
to have a particular dislike, may be enumerated the Abbot of 
St. Mary's, at York, and the Sheriffs of Yorkshire and 
Nottinghamshire, the latter of whom, on one occasion, having 
caught three of their number, was proceeding in a summary 
manner, as was customary with outlaws, to have them executed, 
at Grallows Hill, on the edge of Nottingham Forest, -when a' 
numerous baud came to their rescue, and a running fight took 
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place^ in which many lives were lost. The three condemned 
men escaped ; but several of the company were left on the 
fields and Little John received a womid in his knee^ which 
nearly disabled him. For this account, (says Spencer T. 
Hall, in his Forester's Offering,) I must confess myself 
indebted partly to tradition, and partly to some of the old 
ballads ; there is, however, one circumstance strongly < 
corroborative — ^the comparatively recent discovery of some 
human bones and broken weapons around the spot, which 
neither history nor tradition can attribute satisfactorily to any 
other cause. 

The followers of Robin Hood appear to have usually closed 
the season with a grand hunt, in which ihey made such havoc 
with the king's deer, as to induce him, on one occasion, in a 
fit of exasperation, to put himself at the head of a military 
force, and enter the Forest in person, with the view of utterly 
expelling them, as well for this tremendous breach of the 
great forest laws, as for having so boldly bearded his officers 
when enforcing them. This, as may well be supposed, was a 
very critical period in their history, but, it appears, they 
successfully contrived to elude their vigilance, and the king 
was compelled to acknowledge himself foiled by the lord of 
merry Sherwood. Edward, however, wishing for a sight of 
the '* great outlaw and thief," for whose person, alive or dead, 
such immense, yet fruitless rewards had been offered, both 
by himself and his predecessor, disguised himself in a 
religious habit, and wandered into the Forest for the purpose ; 
but, on meeting there with the gallant object of his search, he 
was exceedingly astonished to find his person already known to 
that redoubtable individual, who had seen him in Nottingham, 
as well, probably, as in the field, and who now received him 
with such courtesy and grace, as commanded his profoundest 
wonder and admiration. 

As the circumstance is described, Edward — ^who being of a 
merciless disposition himself, of course did not expect mercy 
from one on whose head he had set a price, and whose life his 

own writ had declared it lawful for any man to take offered 

immediate combat, on discovering that his person and quality 
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were known, probably on the old sanguinary principle of 
** selling his own life as dearly as possible." What the feelings 
of the haughty Plantagenet might be during the scene that 
followed, it is hard to tell. On observing Edward's purpose, 
Robin Hood, with one bugle note, called, from the surrounding 
thickets and bushes, his body-guard, of twenty-four tall 
Archers, who, in their beautiful array of green and gold, 
presented themselves with a startling alacrity, which must, in 
a retreat so wild, have appeared magical; and, bowing to 
their commander, inquired his will, when he bade them not bow 
to him, but to the king of England, and instantly presented 
himself on his knee to Edward, and amazed him, more than 
ever, with an assurance of his sincere loyalty and protection ! 

Robin Hood appears to have embraced the opportunity for 
procuring a remission of his own outlawry, and a pardon for 
his followers, to whom he then offered ^e liberty of leaving 
him, which liberty they one and all refused to accept — an 
instance of fidelity and attachment, which so won upon Edward, 
that he proffered to take the whole band into his own service. 
It is even said that Robin so far acceded, as to make his 
appearance at court, but was soon so deeply disgusted with 
courtly life, and found its formalities so irksome, that he seized 
a very early opportunity of returning to his old haunts and 
habits, when he was received, by his ancient subjects, with 
every demonstration of joy and affection. 

On one occasion, during his residence at court, when a 
shooting match was arranged to take place, by the king and 
queen, our hero was chosen, by the latter, to be her Archer, 
and, consequently, was called, by her, Loxley,' in allusion to 
the place of his birth, it being a custom, very common in those 
days, to call persons of eminence by the name of the town 
where they were born. On this occadon, Robin Hood was 
dressed in scarlet, and his men in green. They all wore 
black hats with white feathers, and acquitted themselves 
manfully in the sports of the day. 

Sir Edward Coke, in his Third Institute, speaking of Robin 
Hood, says, that men of his lawless profession were, from him, 
called Roberdsmen, He also adds, that this notable thief gave 



i 



30 



ANECDOTES OF ABCHEBY. 



not only a name to these kind of men» but mentions a bay^ on 
the Yorkshire coast, called Robin Mood's Bay, He further 
adds, that the statute of Winchester, 13th of Edward I., and 
another statute, of the 5th of Edward III., were made for the 
punishment of Roberdsmen, and other felons. 

In the vision of Pierce Plowman, written by Robert 
Longland, a secular priest, and Fellow of Oriel College, who 
flourished in the reign of Edward III., is this passage : — 

« I cannot perfltly my Pater Noster ag the prist it singeth; 
I can rimes of Robinhod and Randal of Chester." 

Drayton, in his Poly-Olbion, song xxri., thus characterises 

him: — 

«From wealthy abbots* chests, and churches' abundant store, 
What often times he took he shared amongst the poor ; 
No lordly bishop came in lasty Robin's way, 
To him, before he went, but for his pass must pay ; 
The widow in dniess he graciously relieTed, 
And remedied the wrongs of many a virg^ grieved." 

' Hearne, in his glossary, inserts a manuscript note from 
Wood, containing a passage cited from John Major, the 
Scottish historian, to this purport : — That Robin Hood was 
indeed an arch-robber, but the gentlest thief that ever was. 
And says, he might have added, from the Harlein MSS. of 
John Fordun's Scottish Chronicle, that he was, though a 
notorious robber, a man of great charity. 

Charton, in his history of Whitby Abbey, recites, " That 
in the days of Abbot Richard, this freebooter, when closely 
pursued by the civil or military power, found it necessary to 
leave his usual haunts, and retreating across the moors that 
surround Whitby, came to the sea coast, where he always had 
in readiness some small fishing vessels ; and, in these putting 
off to sea, he looked upon himself as quite secure, and held the 
whole power of the English nation at defiance. The chief place 
of his resort, at these times, and where his boats were generally 
laid up, was about six miles from Whitby, and is still called 
Robin Hood's Bay.'* Tradition further informs us, that in 
one of these peregrinations, he, attended by his Lieutenant, 
John Little, went to dine (probably without invitation) with 
Abbot Richard, who, having heard them often famed for their 




dexterity in shooting with the long-bow, begged thenij after 
dinner, to show him a specimen thereof ; when, to oblige the 
Abbot, they went up to the top of the Abbey, whence each of 
them shot an arrow, which fell not far from Whitby Laths, 
but on the contrary side of the lane. In memory of this 
transaction, a pillar was set up by the Abbot, in the place 
where each of the arrows fell, which were standing in 1779 ; 
each pillar stiU retaining the name of the owner of each arrow. 
Their distance from Whitby Abbey is more than a measured 
mile, which seems very far for the flight of an arrow ; but, 
when we consider the advantage a shooter must have from an 
elevation, so great as th#top of the abbey, situated on a high 
cliff, the &ict will- not appear so extraordinary. These very 
pillars are mentioned, and the fields are called by the aforesaid 
names, in the old deeds for that ground, now in existence. 

Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Chief Justice of 
England, we are told, issued several proclamations for the 
suppressing of outlaws ; and, even set a price on the head of 
this hero. Several stratagems were used to apprehend him, 
but in vain ; for foree he repelled by force, and was ever found 
to be as artful in his plans as his enemies could possibly be, and 
in this way he lived until he arrived at a venerable old age — 



sc. 



A lawgiver good, 



With his High Coiirt of Jastice in merry Sherwood; 
No fur'd gown, or fee, wig, or bauble, had he, 
Bat his bench was a verdant bank under a tree. 

And there sat my lord, of his own good accord, 
With his peers of the iorest to keep watch and ward ; 
To arbitrate sure, between rich and poor. 
The lowly oppress'd, and the proud evil-doer. 

His nobles, they are without riband or star. 

No 'scutcheon have they with a sinister bar ; 

But Flora, with leaves, them a coronet weaves, 

And their music is — hark ! when the horn winds afiir. 

His subjects are we, and 'tis centuries three,. 

Since his name first re-echo'd beneath this roof tree ; 

With Robhi our king, let the old rafters ring. 

They have heard their last shout ! tiiey have seen their last spring ! 

And though we may sigh, for blythe moments gone byy 
Yet why should we sorrow, bold Archers, say why? 
Since those who come after, their full share of laughter 
Shall have, when death's sables have veil'd you and I." 
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Having thus traced the gallant hero through all the leading 
events of a long and extraordinary life^ it is with feelings of 
pain, that the writer is now compelled to state, what every author 
and all traditions on the subject agree in — ^that his death, though 
at the age of more than fourscore years, was the result of 
a woman's treachery, and that woman a relative, in his native 
county. The story of his death is as follows : — ^Robin Hood, 
being closely pursued,, many of his followers slain, and the rest 
dispersed, he took refuge in the Priory of Kirklees, about 
twelve miles from Leeds, in Yorkshire, the Prioress, at that 
time, being his cousin. Old age, disappointment, and fatigue, 
brought on disease. In order to affltard relief, he requested his 
cousin (the Prioress) to open a vein, which she did, but to 
please a great man in the neighbourhood. Sir Roger de 
Doncaster, who was in her especial favour, this * inhuman 
WBETCH, arrayed in the garb of religion, bled the time-honoured, 
patriot, until he was too far spent for recovery. Believing he 
should not recover, and wishing to point out the place where 
his remains might be deposited, he called for his bow, and 
discharging two arrows, the first fell in the river Calder, the 
second falling in the park, marked the place of his future 
sepulture, j ^.died on the 24th of December, in the year 
1247,* as a^. i;s by the following epitaph : — • 

" HEAR, UNDERr ' ' DIS LATIL SttMN, 
LAIZ ROBERT EAKw ^¥ HUNTINGTON; 
NEA ARCIR VER AZ HIE SA GEUD, 
AN PIPL KAULD IM ROBIN HEUD: 
SICK UTLAWZ AZ HI AN IZ MEN, 
VIL ENGLAND NIVR SI AGEN- 

OBIT 24 KAL. DEKEMBRIS, 1247" 
The above inscription, which has been preserved by Dr. 
Gale, Dean of York, and inserted from his papers by Mr. 
Thoresby, in his Ducat. Leod., was once legible on Robin 
Hood's tomb, in j^rklees Park. It has, however, long been 
obliterated, but the tomb still remains to mark the resting 
place of this celebrated outlaw. 



•Supposing him twenty-one years of age, when on his visit to Abbot 
Richard, at Whitby, he must, at this time, have been at least in his 
eightieth year. 
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** Oh, never more, ye willowy gentle streams. 

Shall ye run mocking by, as Robin drinks; 
Long gone is he, though oft, in pleasant dreams, 

He and his outlawed men still wander on your brinks. 
Oh, mourn ye, then, in solemn strains subdued I 
And glide, with tunefhl wail, for Robik Hood. 

Oh, never more, ye yew trees, pall'd in night. 
Shall merry Archers nourish you again ; 

No need hare they of trusty bows for fight- 
No needr— now Robin's treacherously slain. 

Oh, mourn ye, then, with heavy grief imbued I 

And bow your mournful heads for Robin Hood. 

Oh, never more, ye green enamell'd dells. 
Shall whizzing shafts pass up amid your boughs. 

Nor start the fidlow deer that drink your shady wells ; 
Bold Robin's gone ! he has no merry men to rouse. 

Oh, mourn ye, then, through mossy trees so rude I 

For never more shall ye see gentle Roenr Hood. 

Oh, never more, ye trysting trees so green, 
Beneath your verdant boughs shall ye see merriment, 

Oh, never more, brave foresters shall lean 
Around your rugged trunks, all careless of intent. 

Oh, mourn, ye, then, in autumn's leafless mood I 

That ye bereaved are of merry Robik Hood. 

A&d yon, pale Echo, that of old did sit 
In hollow ^ves, and mimic his glad sounds, . 

Retire thou, mournful, till the bat does flit ; 
And, when a lonely voice o^er'^iJl the vale res 

Catch up the dying fall that murmurs throng'' 

And thq)^ ^ evening hymn f '-q^g-lost Robin Hood." 

In a small grove, part of the^ cemetery formerly belonging 
to this priory, is a large flat gravestone, on which is carved the 
figure of a Cross de Calvary, extending the whole length of 
the stone, and round the margin is inscribed, in Monastic 
characters — 



wood, 



Ore : Stanton : Tjfxinxtfi : ^t : Crttr ffLni^tm,* 

The lady, whose memory is here recorded, is said to have 
been related to Robin Hood, and under whose protection he 



* This Norman inscription shews its antiquity. Robin Hood's ancestors 
were Normans, and possessed the Lordship of Kyme, in Lincolnshire. 
There is a market.town in that county called 'Stanton. 
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took refuge a short time before his death. These being the only 
monuments remaining at the phM^e^ make it probable, at least, 
that they have been preserved on acooont of the supposed 
affinity of the persons over whose remains they -were erected. 

Robin Hood's mother had two sisters,* each older than herself. 
The first married Roger, Lord Mowbray ; the other married into 
the family of Wake. As neither of these could be prioress of 
Kirklees, Elizabeth Stanton might be one of their descendants. 

In the church-yard of Hathersage, a village in Derbyshire, 
were deposited, as tradition informs us, the remains of John 
Little, the servimt and companion of Robin Hood. The grave 
is distingmflhed by a large stone, placed at the head, and 
another at the feet; on each of which are yet some remains of 
the letters LL. 

But to resume. So early as the 13th century, statutes were 
passed, which enacted that every person, not having a greater 
annual revenue in land than one hundred pence, should be 
compellable to have in his possession a bow and arrows, with 
other arms, offensive and defensive; and, all such as had 
no possesions, but could afford to purchase arms, were 
commanded to have a bow and sharp arrows, if they dwelt 
without the royal forests, and* bow with round-headed arrows 
if they resided within the forests. It was also ordained that 
proper officers should be appointed, to see that those weapons 
were kept in good order, and ready for immediate use. 

During that century, namely, on the 22nd of July, 1291> 
a battle was fought near Falkirk, in Stirlingshire, between 
Edward I., of England, and the Scots, commanded by the 
Grand Steward of Scotland, Cumin of Badenock, and Sir 
William Wallace. The Scots generals placed their pikemen 
along the front> and lined the intervals, between the three bodies 
of which their army was composed, with Archers ; Edward 
divided his army also into three bodies, and, (y the superiority 
6f his Archers, defeated the Scots with great slaughter. 

In the reign of Edward II., the revolution, which delivered 
the Swiss Cantons from the Germaine yoke, took place. In it 



• Dr. Stnkeley. 




'William Telly a renowned Archer, and an inhabitant of 
Underwald, wa» the principal hero. The following are the 
leading facts which were the cause of the insurrection. 

Grisler, the governor under Albert, the emperor, exercised 
the moat glaring acts of tyramiy and oppression. Amongst 
the rest of his experiments, to try the patience of the people, it 
is said that he placed his hat on the top of a p<de, and 
commanded every one to pay the same respect to this insignia, 
in his absence, they did to his person, when present, on pain 
of such punishment as he should think proper to inflict. 

William Tell, refusing this base submission, was brought 
before Griider, who, knowing him to be a good marksman, 
wantonly ordered him to shoot an arrow at an apple, placed 
on the head of his own son ; at the same time informing him, 
that if he missed the mark, he should be hanged on the spot. 
His son, th^i but a child, was placed at the distance of one 
hundred and twenty paces from his father; who, drawing the 
bow, with a trembling hand, let fly the arrow, which carried 
away the appAe, without touching the boy, amidst the shouts 
and acclamations of many thousands of spectators. The tyrant, 
perceiving that he had another arrow concealed under hia 
cloak, asked him for what purpose he had got it as he was only 
to have one shot. To which he boldly replied, '' To have shot 
thee to the heart, if I had had the misfortune to kill my son." 

Grisler, who had promised to give him his life on his 
confessing the truth, now ordered him to be bound, and 
carried prisoner to a. place on the lake of Lucem ; but Tell, 
happily escaping out of the boat, in crossing the lake, retired 
to the mountains. His fellow- citizens, animated by his 
fortitude and patriotism, flew to arms, attacked and vanquished 
Grisler, who fell by an arrow from the hand of Tell. The 
consequence was, that the associati<m for independency took 
place on the instant.* 

Amongst the numerous levies made by Edward II., for the 
purpose of invading Scotland in the year 1314, we find 



• See Stnmpff and Sceiweizer Chronica, fol. 1548. 
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particular mention of the Northumbrian Archers, in^Harvey's 

Life of King Robert Bruce, an heroic poem, printed in the 

year 1768. 

"From Humber's streaioB, whose ttunbling waves resound, 
And deafen all the adjoining coasts around. 
To where the Tweed in softer windings flows. 
Full fifty thousand quiver'd warriors rose :• 
A hardy race, who, well experienced, knew 
To fit the 8baft> and twang the bended yew; 
Bred up to danger, and inured to dare 
In distant fight, and aim the feather' d war ; 
These bands their country's highest triumphs boast ; 
And Gloucester and Hertford led the host." 

The country from the Humber to the Tweed, formerly the 
ancient Deira, was still covered with woods and forests, 
abounding with vast quantities of game ; a circumstance which 
would certainly encourage the use of the bow. 

In the reign of Edward II., we frequently tiieet with the 
term saggiUarius, which is supposed to have peculiar relation, 
to the shooter with the long bow. Many of the soldiers 
employed in the unsuccessful expedition against Scotland, in 
1323, were of this description, as well as those who were sent 
the next year to the relief of Aquitaine. 

In the year 1341, the 16th of Edward III., Sir John Elland, 
of Elland, being high sheriff of the county of York, and the 
king then engaged in foreign wars, three gentlemen, who lived 
in the neighbourhood of Elland, namely. Sir Robert Beaumont, 
Quarmby of Quarmby, and Lockwood of Lockwood, having, 
by some means, displeased the high sheriff, he resolved on 
their utter destruction. Arming his tenants, he repaired by 
night to each of their houses, and cruelly murdered them all. 
Lady Beaumont, with her two sons, fled for protection to 
Brearton Hall, in Lancashire, the seat of Sir Thos. Brearton, 
her near relative. She was presently followed by the two sons 
of Lockwood and Quarmby, accompanied by their relative, 
young Lacy, of Crumble -bottom. These youths were 
entertained alternately, at the hospitable mansions of Townley 



• These troops, with many others, suffered a total defeat at Bannockburn, 
in consequence of a dispute amongst the offlcffs, before the battle. 
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and Brearton Hall; where, besides the ordinary edacataon, 
they were instructed in all the manly exercises of the times — 
riding, fencing, and particnlarly shooting with the long bow. 
Here they continned until the youngest of the party had 
attained to his fifteenth year ; when it was nnanimonsly agreed, 
that they should, with a few trusty associates, return into York- 
shire, and retaliate, on the House of Elland, the cruel treatment 
their families had experienced. Having prepared eyerything for 
their departure, they set out, and travelled, through unfrequented 
paths, till they came to Crumble-bottom wood ; it being pre- 
concerted to lay in ambush there, and surprise Sir John EUand, 
coming from the Sherifftum, at Brig House. This plan was 
carried into execution, by openly charging him with his former 
crimes, and attacking him, surrounded by his servants and 
retainers. A sharp conflict ensued, in which Sir John, being 
separated from his friends, was surrounded andslain. From hence 
these daring adventurers fled to the wilderness of Foumess-Fells, 
in Lancashire. In this place, so remote from society, and 
destitute of every accommodation, they spent the winter, 
planmng schemes for their future attempts on the remains of a 
family, they wished to extirpate from the face of the earth, 
the males of which, now only consisted of a son and grandson 
of the deceased knight. On the eve of Palm Sunday, they 
arrived near the place, and took possession of EUand mill, under 
cover of the night. Here they meant to wait the coming of 
Sir John Elland, his son and family, and attack them as they 
passed over the stepping stones of the river, in their way to 
the church. Sir John, having the day before heard that a 
band of armed strangers had been seen in the neighbourhood, 
was so much alarmed, that when entreated by his lady to 
attend her to church, he concealed his suspicions, by putting 
on armour under his clothes. The conspirators had a full 
view of the family as they descended the hill^ from the house 
to the river. Already had the knight begun to cross the 
water, when the door of the mill opened, and Beaumont, 
holding his bow, came forward, and, with a determined and 
resolute air, drew the arrow to the head, which, flying, struck 
the knight on the breast, and glanced to a distance. Lockwood, 
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at that instant^ stepped foith^ and crying out " Cousin, you 
shoot wide/' diseharged his arrow, which, meeting with the 
same resistance, was equally ineffectual ; here, it is said, the 
knight was seen to smile, just before a second arrow, from the 
bow of Lockwood, entering his head, laid him dead on the spot ; 
at the same time, an arrow, from some other of the party, 
mortally wounded his only son, who expired soon after ; and, 
with him, the male line of Elkrnd of EUand.* 

In reference to this event, a poet, of that age, wrote the 
following singular lines :-<- 

** The drought had made the water imuJl, 
The stakes appeared dry ; 
The knight, his wife, and servants allt 
Came down the dam thereby. 

William of Lockwood was adread, 

The town should rise indeed ; 
He shot the knif^, quite through the head, 

And slew him then with speed. 

Bis son and heir was wounded there, 

But yet not dead at all ; 
Into the house convey'd he were, 

And d^d hi EQand.hall." 

Haying thus accomplished their sang^uinary intentions, the 
troop began their retreat, with all possible expedition. Mean- 
while the inhabitants of Elland, hearing of the death of their 
lord, hastily collected such arms as they could, and came up with 
the fugitives in Aneley wood. The loud shouts of the people 
gave notice of their approach; Beaumont, Lockwood, and 
Quarmby, had just time to face about and form their little 
corps, when the enemy appeared in sight. So long as any 
arrows remained amongst them, this resolute band did g^eat 
execution, and slew many of the Ellanders ; but, those being 
expended, they were soon overpowered by numbers, and 
totally defeated. Quarmby, left wounded in the wood, was 
kDIed by the pursuers. Beaumont escaped to the Continent, 
and served under the knights of St. John, in Hungary, and 



* Sir John Elland left one only sister, who carried the estate of Elland 
HaU, and the Manor of EUand, into the noble family of Savile, by 
xnarxyiag an ancestor of the late Lord Marquis of Haliftx. 



afterwards in the Island of Rhodes, with great repntation. 
Lockwoody after escaping from his pnrsuers, arrived at Camel- 
Hall, near Cawthom, in the county of York. This house was 
then the property of Boswell, the under-sheriff, and tenanted 
by a person of the name of Lacy. Lockwood's stay here seems 
to hare been prolonged by an affiiir of gallantry, which took 
place betwixt him and the daughter of his host Boswell, 
hearing of this, prevailed with Lacy to deUrer the unsuspecting 
Iiockwood into his hands. For this purpose he beset the house, 
and called aloud to the youth to surrender himself ; who, £ur 
from submitting, appeared with his bow in his hand, with which 
he defended himself so well, that the sheriff would, probably, 
have drawn off his men, had it not been for the perfidy of the 
daughter of Lacy, who, rushing suddenly upon him, cut his 
bow-string asunder, and fled in an instant. Disappointed, but 
not conquered, this intrepid youth still refused to surrender, 
Boswell had then recourse to feigned speeches, and hypocritical 
promises, which succeeded to his wish, and the brave and 
gallant Lookwood surrendered himself into the hands of viUains, 
who first bound him, and then put him to death. Such were 
the consequences of this fatal quarrel, which exhibits a 
mournful picture of the ferocious manners of that comparatively 
dark and savage time. 

Edward III., in the 15th year of his reign, issued an order to 
the sheriffs of most of the English counties, to provide five 
hundred white bows, and five hundred bundles of arrows, for 
the then intended war against France, in 1341. Similar orders 
were repeated in the following years, with this difference only, 
that the sheriff of Gloucestershire was directed to furnish five 
hundred painted bows, as well as the same number of wh|^ ones. 

During the reign of this sovereign, the famous battles of 
Cressey and Poictiers. were fought ; and the splendid victories 
achieved by the British, on those occasions, have been, with 
universal consent, ascribed mainly to the Archers. 

The memorable battle of Cressey was fought on the 26th of 
August, 1346. The king, who intended to give the French 
battle, had employed the forenoon of that day in drawing up 
his army, in the most excellent order, in three lines. The first 
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line, which consisted of 800 men-at-arms, 4,000 English 
Archers, and 600 Welsh foot, was commanded by the Black 
Prince, assisted by the Earb of Warwick and Oxford, and 
several other noblemen. The second line, composed of 800 
men-at-arms, 4,000 halberdiers, and 2,400 Archers, was led by 
the Earls of Arundel and Northampton. The last Une, or body 
of reserve, in which were 700 men-at-arms, 5,300 billmen, and 
6,000 Archers, was ranged on the summit of the hill, on the 
gentle declivity of which Edward had taken up his position. 
This division was commanded by the king in person, attended 
by the Lords Mowbray, Mortimer, and others. The Kmg of 
France also ranged his troops into three lines, and, about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, the battle was begun by a great body 
of Genoese cross-bowmen, in the French service, who let fly 
their quivers at too great a distance to do any execution, and 
were presently routed, by a shower of arrows from the English 
Archers. The Earl of Alen^on, after trampling to death 
many of the flying Genoese, advanced to the charge, and made 
a furious attack on the corps commanded by the Prince of 
Wales. The Earls of Arundel and Northampton advanced 
with the second line to sustain the Prince, and Alen9on was 
supported by as many troops as could crowd to his assistance. 
Here the battle raged sometime with unconmion fury, and, 
notwithstanding the advance of PhiUp, with the line under his 
command, the French army was entirely routed, with great 
slaughter, by the first two divisions of the British troops 
alone. 

On this occasion, the French army is supposed to have 
consisted of nearly 100,000 men. That of the English was 
unquestionably greatly inferior in point of numbers ; but the 
well chosen position of the king, his personal intrepidity and 
coolness, and the steady valour of his men, aided by their 
despair of safety by any other means than their own exertions, 
gained a most glorious and ever memorable victory. The 
battle was attended by a circumstance, which seems to have a 
particular reference to the use of the long bow among the 
Englbh at that time. Previously to the conmiencement of the 
engagement, a shower of rain so slackened the strings of the 




Genoese cross-bows, that they became aknost unserviceable ; 
while the English, who protected their bows from the wet, by 
means of cases, were still capable of annoying the enemy with 
the full effect of the weapon. 

Froissart, in his Chronicles, speaking of this action, says, 
'* When the Genoese felt the arrows of the English piercing 
through heads, arms, and breasts, many of them cast down their 
cross-bows, and did cut their strings, and retired discomfitted.*' 

According to the custom of the age, the English Archers, at 
the battle of Cressey, were placed in the form of a hearse, about 
two hundred in front, and forty in depth, when they received 
the first charge ; and, in this order, " the wonderful effect," 
says Sir John Smith, (who was an ardent advocate for the use 
of the bow, as a military weapon, in preference to fire-arms,) 
'' of our Archery was such, that the arrows, flying in the air as 
thick as snow, with a terrible noise, much like a tempestuous 
wind preceding a tempest, they did leave no disarmed place of 
horse or man unstricken." The King of Bohemia, eleven 
other princes, eighty banneret^ twelve hundred knights, 
fifteen hundred of the noblesse, four thousand men-at-arms, 
and thirty thousand privates, of the French army, were left on 
the field of battle. Whereas, according to the authority of 
Andrews, in his history of Great Britain, three knights, one 
esquire, and a very few soldiers, constituted the entire loss on 
the part of the British. 

The battle of Poictiers was fought on the 19th of September, 
1356, when Edward, the Black Prince, with an army of less 
than 10,000 men, had to contend with King John of France, 
whose troops amounted to 60,000 men. The battle was begun 
by the enemy, with 300 chosen men, in complete armour, and 
nobly mounted, who were ordered to pass a defile, to dis^pate 
the body of Archers at the head of it, and make way for the rest 
of the army. They obeyed these orders with great resolution, 
but one-half of them fell in the passage, and the other was cut 
in pieces at the outlet. A great body of men-at-arms then 
entered the defile, commanded by the marshals of Clermont and 
Andrechan ; but the former of these generals being killed, and 
the latter taken prisoner, and many of their men being slain by 
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the Archers^ who lined the hedges, and by the first Une of the 
English army^ the rest fled back with great terror and confusion. 
The second line of the French having advanced to the charge, 
were defeated by the Captal de Bnche, who had been lying in 
ambush with ax hundred men. The enemy were soon after 
entirely routed, and the victory became complete by the capture 
of the King of France and his son. The cool intrepid valour of 
the English, in this battle, it has been observed, opposed to the 
impetuous and ill-regulated ardour of their enemies, exhibited 
precisely a second Cressey. At the first onset, the English 
Archers, being judiciously posted in vineyards, and behind 
hedges, severely galled their assailants, who, consisting chiefly of 
dismounted cavalry, stumbled at every step, and became an easy 
mark for the hostile shafts. The slaughter was immense, and. in 
a very short time, the defeat of the vanguard of the French was 
completed. Those who had the Dauphin in charge, alarmed 
at the first appearance of a route, left the battle, to 
insure his safety ; and the Duke of Orleans, vnth three of the 
king's sons, and eight hundred lances, accompanied their flight. 
Observing this, the Lord Chandos cried aloud, ''the day is 
ours." The Prince of Wales then immediately attacked the 
main body of the French ; and, though King John and his 
youngest son, by their personal bravery during four hours, 
supported for awhile their dispirited legions, their exertions 
were fruitless, and they were at length compelled to yield. 

Sir John Smith, whom we have before quoted, says, ''that 
the English army, on this occasion, consisted altogether of only 
8,000 English and Gascoins, of whom 6,000 were Archers, and 
2,000 men-at-arms; while King John's troops amounted to 
about 60,000 horse and foot, of which there were above 10,000 
men-at-arms, and 30,000 horsemen." " The prince," he adds, 
" considering his small, numbers, and the hugeness of his host, 
did take a ground of some strength and advantage for the 
guard of the flanks and rear of his small army. Placing a 
g^eat part of his Archers in front, in the open space where the 
French horsemen and footmen were to enter and give battle, 
the Archers, with their wonderful vollies of arrows, did that 
day so wound, kill, and mischief both horses and men, that he 



OTertbrew King John^ and took him and one of his sons 
prisoners ; and, of earls, barons, knights, and esquires, to the 
number of 1,000 or more ; besides that, there were slain the 
Buke of Athens^ and 700 earls, barons, and knights } and so 
many prisoners of all sorts taken, as far exceeded the nmnber 
of the prince's army." 

During the reign of Richard II., little is recorded respecting 
the bow. We are informed, however, by Hollingshed, that a 
number of Archers were sent, at the request of the Genoese, to 
assist them against the Saracens, on the coast of Barbary, 
where they performed some wonderful exploits with their long 
bows ; and, from a passage in Stowe, we find Richard 11. to 
have had a numerous guard of Archers. 

It appears, also, that in this reig^ the French landed at the 
Isle of Wight, and having taken and destroyed the town 
of *' Franche-Ville," directed their march for Carisbrooke 
Castle. The English, alarmed at the invasion, took the 
measures necessary for defence, and arranged their forces^ 
which consisted principally of Archers, in the best order. The 
Archers were placed in ambush, and one division of the French 
army having fallen into the snare that was laid for them, 
became a prey to the deadly effect of their shafts, and, being 
hemmed in a narrow road, are reported to have been all killed 
or wounded in the encounter. The other division of the 
French forces had commenced an attack upon Carisbrooke 
Castle, but the Archers, having advanced to its relief, soon 
cleared the island of its intruders. 

Chaucer, in his poems, givos the following curious and 

interesting account of an Archer of that period. 

^ And he was clade in cote and hode of grene ; 
A sheaf of peacoeke arrowes, bri£ht and keen. 
Under his belt he bare, fUU thriftily ; 
Well coude he dresse his takel yewmanly; 
Ifia arrowes drouped not with fethers lowe, 
And in his hande he bare a mighty bowe ; 
A not hed hadde he ; with a browne visage. 
Of woodcraft coude he well all the usage. 
Upon his arms he had a gale bracer. 
And by his side a sword and a bokeler ; 
And on the other side he had a sale daggere, • 
Hameised wel, and sharp as point of spere ; 
A cristofre on his breast, of silver shene, 
A horn he bare, the baudrek was of grene." 
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In 1392^ an act was passed to oblige servants to shoot with 
bows and arrows^ on holidays and Sundays. 

In the reign of Henry IV., a remarkable victory was gained 
over the Scots, near Halidowne Hill, in the year 1402, by Lord 
Percy's Archers. The Earl of Douglas, who commanded the 
Scottish army in that action, enraged to see his men falling 
thick around him, by showers of arrows, and trusting to the 
goodness of his armour, which is said to have been three years 
in making, accompanied by about eighty lords, knights, and 
gentlemen, in complete armour, rushed forward, and attacked 
the English Archers, sword in hand. But he had soon reason 
to repent his temerity. The English arrows were so sharp 
and strong, and discharged with so much force, that no armour 
could repel them. The Earl of Douglas, after receiving five 
wounds, was made prisoner, and all his brave companions were 
either killed or taken. 

In the same reign, viz., in 1403, the battle of Shrewsbury 
was fought, which was then considered to be the best contested 
engagement that England had ever seen, the opposing armies 
being nearly equal in numbers, and fighting in the most 
determined manner. The Archers, on both sides, did great 
execution j and here the Prince of Wales, afterwards Henry 
v., was wounded in the face by an arrow. 

Philip de Comines acknowledges, what our own writers 
assert, that the English Archers excelled those of every other 
nation ; and Sir John Fortesque says, '' that the might of the 
realme of England standyth upon Archers." The superior 
dexterity of the Archers gave the English a great advantage over 
their enemies — ^the French and the Scots. The French depended 
chiefly on their men-at-arms, and the Scots on their pike-men ; 
but the ranks of both were often thinned and thrown into disordier 
by flights of arrows, before they could reach their enemies. 

The next signal victory ascribed to the English Archers, 
was the battle of Agincourt, which happened in the year 
1416, in the reign of Henry V., some of the particulars of 
which, though well known, may not be unacceptable. 

The English army, on this memorable occasion, had been, 
by various accidents, reduced to. 10,000 men, not a few of 
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whom were either sick, or slowly recovering from sickness. 
After landing, they had to traverse a long tract of country, 
inhabited by exasperated enemies, from whom they had to 
procure provisions, and every thing they wanted. That 
country was protected by many strong towns, intersected by 
deep rivers, and defended by an army of from 100,000 to 
140,000 men. Undaunted by these dangers and difficulties, 
Henry departed from Harfleur, marching his army in three 
lines, with bodies of cavalry on the wings. He proceeded, by 
easy journeys, observing the strictest discipj)ine, and paying 
generously for all provisions which the country people brought to 
his camp> They arrived at the village of Agincourt on the even- 
ing of the 24th of October ; and there beheld the whole French 
army at a small distance, directly in their route. The king 
surveyed it attentively, from an eminence, and, being fully con- 
vinced that it was impossible to proceed towards Calais without 
a battle, and equally impracticable to return to Harfleur, he 
resolved at once to hazard an action the next morning. The 
English army lodged, during the night, with comparative 
comfort, and spent part of their time in mutuietl exhortations 
to fight bravely in the approaching conflict. The king 
overhearing some of his nobles express a wish that the many 
brave men who were idle in Englund were present to assist 
them, is said to have cried out, '^ No, I would not have one 
man more : if we are defeated we are too many ; if it shall 
please God to give us the victory, as I trust he will, the 
smaller our number the greater our glory." Henry, with 
some of his best officers, carefully examined the locality by 
moonlight, and judiciously pitched oa a gentle declivity, 
defended on each side by hedges, trees, and brushwood, for 
the field of battle. The French, exulting in their numbers, con- 
fident of victory, and abounding in provisions, spent the night 
in noisy festivity, and in forming fanciful schemes about the 
disposal of their prisoners and booty. 

On the morning of the 25th of October, 1415, both armies 
were ranged in order of battle, in three lines, with bodies of 
cavalry on each wing. The Constable D'Albert, whe com- 
manded the French army, fell into the snare that was laid for 
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him, by drawing up his army in the plain between two woods. 
This depriyed him, in a great measure, of the advantage he 
should have derived from the prodigious superiority of his 
numbers — obliged him to make his lines unnecessarily deep, 
about thirty men in file — .to crowd his troops, particularly his 
cavalry, so close together, that they could hardly move or use 
their arms — and, in a word, was the chief cause of all the 
disasters that followed. The King of England employed 
various arts to supply his defect of numbers. He placed two 
hundred of his Vest Archers in ambush, in a l#w meadow, on 
the flank of the first line of the French. His own first line 
consisted wholly of Archers, four in file ; each of whom, 
besides his bow and arrows, had a battle-axe, a sword, and 
a stake pointed with iron at both ends, which he fixed before 
him in the ground, the point inclining outwards, to protect 
him from the cavalry; a new invention, which had a very 
happy effect. 

The lines being formed, the king, in shining armour, with 
a crown of gold on his helmet, adorned with precious stones, 
mounted on a white charger, rode along them, and addressed 
each corps with a cheerful countenance and animating speeches. 
To inflame their resentment against their enemies, he told 
them, that the French had determined to cut off three fingers 
of the right hand of every prisoner ; and, to rouse their love 
of honour, he declared, that every soldier in that army, who 
behaved well, should from thenceforth be deemed a gentleman, 
and entitled to bear coat-armour. When the two armies were 
drawn up in this manner, they stood a considerable time, 
gazing at one another, in solemn silence. But the king, 
dreading that the French would discover the danger of their 
situation, and decline a battle, commanded the charge to be 
sounded about ten o'clock m the forenoon. The instant the 
word was given, the first line of the English kneeled down 
and kissed the ground; and then starting up, discharged a 
flight of arrows, which did great execution among the crowded 
ranks of the French. Immediately after, upon a signal being 
given, the Archers in ambush arose, and discharged their 
arrows on the flank of the French line, and threw it into some 
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disorder. The battle now became general^ and raged with 

uncommon fury. The English Archers haying expended all 

their arrows, threw away their bows, and rushing forward, 

made dreadful havoc with their swords and battle-axes. The 

first line of the enemy was, by these means, defeated; its 

leaders being either killed or taken prisoners. The second 

line, conmianded by the Duke D'Alen9on, (who made a vow to - 

kill or take the King of England, or to perish in the attempt) 

now advanced to the charge, and was encountered by the 

second line of the English, conducted by the king. This 

conflict was more close and furious than the former — ^the I>uke 

of Gloucester, wounded and unhorsed, was protected by his 

royal brother till^ he was carried off the field — ^the Duke 

D'Alenfon forced his way to the king, and assaulted him with 

great fury ; but that prince brought him to the ground, where 

he was instantly despatched. Discouraged by this disaster, 

the second line made no more resistance, and the third fled 

without striking a blow; yielding a complete and glorious 

victory to the English, after a violent struggle of three hours' 

duration. The king did not permit his men to pursue the 

fugitives to a great distance, but encouraged them to take as 

many prisoners as they coilld on or near the field ; in which 

' they were so successful, that, in a little time, his captives 

were more numerous than his soldiers. A great portion of 

^hese prisoners were men of rank and fortune ; for many of 

the French nobles being on foot, and loaded with armour, 

could not make their escape. The French left dead on the 

field of battle, the Constable D'Albert, the Dukes ofD'Alen^on, 

Brabant, and Bar, the Archbishop of Sens, one marshal, 

thirteen earls, ninety-two barons, fifteen hundred knights, and 

a vast number of gentlemen, besides several thousands of 

common soldiers. Even the French historians acknowledge 

that the loss of the English was inconsiderable. Those of our 

own contemporary writers, who make it the greatest, affirm, 

that it did not exceed one hundred, and that the Duke of 

York and the Earl of Suffolk were the only great men 

who fell on that side, in this glorious and ever to be remembered 

action. 
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The kingy after returning to England, sensible of the very 
great use and importance of his Archers, directed the sheriffs 
of counties to collect six wing-feathers from every goose, for 
the purpose of improving arrows ; which were to be paid for 
by the king. It appears that these six feathers were to consist 
of the second, third, and fourth, of each wing. 

James I., of Scotland, who had seen and admired the 
dexterity of the English Archers, and who was himself an 
excellent Archer, endeavoured to revive its exercise among 
his own subjects, by whom it had been much neglected, and 
for this purpose established the society of '^The Royal Archers 
of Scotland," which exists at the present day, as will be found 
recorded in another page. In his humorous poem of '' Christ's 
Kirk on the Green," he ridiculed, in the following lines, their 
awkward manner of handling their bows — 

«* With that a freynd of his cry'd,— *Py I' 
And up an arrow drew ; 
He forgit so sae furiously 
The bow in flenderis flew : 

'It was as weel, for if, trow I,* 
For had the tre been trew, 
Men said, that kend his Archery, 
That he had slain enow." 

In 1424, the same king procured the following law, to be 
made in his first parliament — ** That all men might bush them 
to be Archares fra tha be 12 yeres of age, and that at ilk 
tenne punds worth of land there be made bow markes, and 
speciallie near paroche kirks, quhair upon halie dayis men 
may cum and at the leist schute thryse about, and have 
usage of Archarie; and whasa usis not Archarie, the Laird 
of the Land sail rais of him a wedder ; and giff the Laird 
raisu not the said pane, the King's Shiref or his Ministers 
shall rais it to the King." But the untimely death of that 
excellent Prince, which happened in the year 1437, prevented 
the execution of this law. 

''In Henry the Sixth's time," says Sir John Smith, ''John 
Lord Bellay, being accompanied with two hundred lances at 
the least, met, by chance, with an English captain called 
Berry, who had to the number of eighty Archers, Peceiving 



the Frenchmen, he presently reduced his men into the form pf 
a hearse, turning their backs to a hedge, that the lances might 
only charge them in front ; and, giving their voliies of arrows 
at the Frendi lances charging, did so wound and kill men and 
horses, that they overthrew them, slew many, and took divers 
of them prisoners." *^ And within awhile after," continues the 
same authcHr, *' a French captain, Guion de Going, accompanied 
by one hundred and tw«ity lances, went out to seek an 
adventure with the English, and was met with Sir William 
Olde, with sixteen or twenty Archers, on horseback, who 
dismounted, and formed in a broad way, whence the lances 
could not charge them but in front; and, the French charging 
them, the voliies of arrows of these few Archers wrought such 
notable effect against the French horsemen, that they broke 
and overthrew them in such sort, that there were divers of the 
French slain, and many taken prisoners." Sir John Smith 
also writes, speaking of the batde of Herrings, (so called by 
the French,) which was fought in this monarch's reign, 
(Henry VI.,) near Orleans, " This engagement doth evidently 
shew the great excellence of Archery, against all other sorts of 
weapons; in which battle Sir John Falstaff, with other brave 
English detains, by the grace of God, and terrible shot of 
arrows, overthrew the bastard of Orleans, the lord high 
constable of Scotland, the Count of Claremont, with many 
other captains of great account, and their whole army of 
Frenchmen and Scots, in the which there were a great number 
of French harquebusseers and cross-bowmen, which, against 
the Archers, wrought no effect." 

The arrow seems to have been the decisive weapon at the 
great battle of Towton, which was fought between the rival 
houses of York and Lancaster, and which displaced Henry VI., 
and elevated Edward IV. to the throne of thesis realms — a 
battle which has been termed, by Camden, the J^harealia of 
England, when no less than thirty-six thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-six Englishmen fell a sacrifice to the ambiti<m of 
contending princes. 

The battle of Towton was fought on Palm Sunday, the 29th 
of March, 1461. Edward IV., with his general, the Earl of 
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Warwick, brought 40fi00 chosen troops to the field, and 
Margaret of Anjou assembled an army of 60,000, under the 
Duke of Somerset. Yirhile the Yorkists were adyancing^ to the 
charge, there happened a great fall of snow, which, driying 
full in the faces of their enemies, blinded them. The Lord 
Fauconberg,an old and experienced officer, made an admirable 
use of this accident^ for he ordered his men to adyance as 
near as they conyeniently could, and to discharge a flight of 
arrows, and then retire, with all speed, out of the reach of those 
of the enemy. This stratagem had a wonderful effect. The 
Lancastrians, feeling the arrows, and thinking their enemies 
were not many yards distant, emptied their quiyers, by 
repeated discharges, Edward's men, all the while, keeping 
theirs in reserye. The Lord Fauconberg, perceiying the 
Lancastrians' shot was nearly spent, and that they were ad- 
yancing, as was customary, sword in hand, to begin a close fight, 
plied them with another furious discharge, which obliged them 
to £edl back on the main body, and, undoubtedly, was the principal 
cause of Edward obtaining so great and famous a yictory. 

In the 5th year of Edward IV., an act passed, that eyery 
Englishman, and Irishman dwelling with Englishmen, should 
haye an English bow, of his own height ; which is directed to 
be made of ''yew, wych, hazel, ash, or awbome, or any other 
reasonable tree, according to their power." This act also 
directs, that ''butts shall be made in every township, which the 
inhabitants are obliged to shoot up and down eyery feast day, 
imder the penalty of a halfpenny, when they shall omit this 
exercise." 

In the 14th year of the same king, it appears, by Rymer's 
Foedera, that one thousand Archers were to be sent to the 
Duke of Burgpmdy, whose pay was settled at sixpence a-day, 
which is more than a common soldier receiyes clear in the 
present times,, when proyisions are much dearer, and the yalue 
of money so mifth deereased. This circumstance seems to 
proye, yery clearly, the great estimation in which Archers 
were then held. In the same year, Edward, preparing for a 
war with France, directed the sheriffs to procure bows and 
arrows, as most specially requisite and necessary. 




On the war taking place with Scotland, dght years after 
this, Edward provided both ordnance and Archers, so that 
though the use of artillery, as we now term it,^a8 gaining 
ground, yet that of the bow and arrow was not neglected. 

Richard III., by his attention to Archery, was able to send 

1,000 bowmen to the Duke of Bretagne ; and he availed 

himself of the same troops at the famous battle of Bosworth. 

Shakspeare, whose endeavour it was to describe, as accurately 

as possible, the habits and manners of the people of England, 

in the reigns which he selected for dramatic delineation, 

refers distinctly to the use of Archers at the above battle. 

Thus, Richard, in his spirited address to his troops, previous 

to the encounter, is made to say : — 

** Fight, gentlemen of England ; fight, bold yeamen ! 
Draw, Archers, draw your arrows to the head : 
Spur your proud horses hard, and ride in blood ; 
Amaze the welkin with your broken staves I" 

And from another passage, relating to the order of battle, it 
may be inferred that it then was the practice to station the 
Archers in the centre of the lines : — 

** My forward shall be drawn out all at length. 
Consisting equally of horse and foot : 
Our Arehera shall be placed in the midst : 
John Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Earl of Surry, 
Shall have the leading of the horse and foot. 
Thus they directed, we will follow 
In the main battle ; whose puissance either side 
Shall be well wiaged with our chief est horse." . 

To which Norfolk replies — 

" A good direction warlike sovereign.** 

Henry VII. directed a large body of Archers to be sent 

to Brittany, and that they should be reviewed before they 

embarked. Among the festivities which crowned the union 

of the two roses, on Henry's marriage with the Princess 

Elizabeth, Archery was not omitted. The king himself took 

an active part in these shooting matches ; a fact thus alluded 

to, in a very ancient ballad : — 

" Look where he shooteth at the buttes, 
And with him lords three ; 
He weareth a gown of yelvet black. 
And 't is coted above the knee." 
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In the 19th year of his reign^ an Act was passed forbidding 
the use of ihe cro68>bow, ''because the long-bow had been 
much used m this reahn, whereby honour and Tictory had 
been gotten against outward enemies, and the reahn greatly 
defended." Henry also instituted a band of Archers to guard 
his person, under the title of " Yeomen of the Guard." This 
band is still in existence, but they are now armed with swords 
and halberts, instead of bows. Still, howeyer, to keep up 
the memory of their predecessors' skill, it is said, they now 
occasionally practice shooting with bows and arrows. 

Henry VIII. caused several statutes to be passed for the 
promotion of Archery — One, in the 33rd year of his 
reign, ordains that all men under sixty, except spiritual men, 
justices, &c., 'Shall use shooting with the long>bow, [and shall 
have a bow and arrows ready[continually in their houses. And 
that every person having a man-child, or men-children, in his 
house, shall provide a bow and two shafts for every such man- 
child, being seven years old and upwards^ till of the age of 
thirteen, in order to promote shooting. And if a master or 
father permit his 'servants or children, being seventeen years 
of age^ to lack a bow and arrows for the space of a month, 
the said master, or father, shall forfeit six and eightpence for 
every offence. Also, every servant, upwards of seventeen 
and under sixty years of age, shall pay six and eightpence if 
he be without a bow and four arrows for one month. The 
inhabitants of every city, town, and place, are ordered, by 
this Act, to erect butts, and use shooting on holidays, and at 
every other convenient time — An act was also passed to 
reduce the price of bows. In this reign the practice of 
Archery appears to have been enforced from the pulpit ; for 
in a sermon preached before the king, by the celebrated 
Bishop Latimer, we find the following passage : — " The art of 
shutynge hath ben in times past much esteemed in this 
realme ; it is a gyft of God, that he hath gyven us to excell 
all other nations withal. It hath ben Goddes instrumente 
whereby he hath gyven us manye victories agayneste our 
enemyes. But now we have taken up horynge in townes, 
insteade of shutynge in the fyldes. A wondrous thynge, that 
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so exceUente a gyfl of God shoulde be so lyttle esteemed. I 
desire you, my lordes, even as you love honoure, and glorye 
of God^ and intende to remove his indignaeion, let there be 
sente forth some proclimacion — some sharpe proclimacion, to the 
justices of peace, for they do not theyr dutye. Justices now be 
no justices ; tiiere be manye good actes made for thys matter 
already. Charge them upon their allegiance, that this singular 
benefit of God may be practised ; and that it be not turned into 
bollying, and glossying^and horing, within the townes ; for they 
be negligente in executyng these lawes of shutynge. In my 
tyine, my poore father was as diligent to teach me to shute, 
as to learne any other thynge ; and so I thynke oth^ menne 
dyd thyr children. He taught me howe to drawe, howe to 
laye my bodye in my bowe> and not t<rdraw wyth strength of 
airmes, as otdier nacions do, but wyth strength of bodye. I 
had my bowes bought me according to my age and strength ; 
as I increased in them, so my bowes were made bigger and 
bigger : for men shall never shute well excepte they be 
brought up in it. It is a goodly arte, a faolesome kind of 
exercise, and much commended in phisike. MarciUus fiicinus, 
in hys boke de triplica vita (it is a greate while sins I red 
hym nowe) but I remember he oommendeth thys kynde of 
exercise, and sayth, that it wrestleth agaynst many kyndes of 
diseases. In the reverence of God, let it be continued. Let 
a proclimacion go furth, charging the justices of peace, that 
they see such actes and statutes kept, as were made for thys 
purpose." 

In that gorgeous interview, which took place between 
Henry VIII., and Francis, of France, styled, by way of pre- 
eminence, "The Field of the aoth of Gold," after'a morning 
^ent in the exercise of mimic warfare, our "bluff King Hal, 
at the particular request of the French monarch, undertook 
to exhibit the skill and vigour with which Englishmen vdelded 
the long-bow and cloth-yard arrow. For this purpose,* he 
retired to his tent, and having divested himself of his heavy 
tilting armour, he re-appeared habited in 'the forest garb of 
" merry e Englande." The bugle horn of gold, suspended from 
his shoulder, was sustained by a baldric, richly embossed with 
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the same precious metal, a nmnber of arrows couched beneath 
his embroidered girdle, and in his hand he carried a long-bow 
of the finest Venetian yew. The crowd of nobles who waited 
on their monarch were equipped in a corresponding style of 
magnificence ; and the gallant bearing of this hunter band, as 
they stationed themselves around the butt, called forth a 
spontaneous burst of admiration from the whole of the French 
court. Henry was then in the bloom of youth : to a handsome 
countenance he added a figure of the most perfect symmetry, 
and his height was considerably above six feet. The plumed 
bonnet and sylvan dress, assumed for the present occasion, 
served to enhance these personal advantages not a little, and, 
in truth, he appeared a noble personification of the talf English 
Archer. When, therefbre, he stepped forth from among the 
group of attendant foresters, and, with a manly vigorous air, 
was seen to brace his trusty bow, expectation rose on tiptoe. 
As he drew the first arrow from his belt, the French, delighted 
with the novelty of this spectacle, suffered not a whisper to 
escape them. The English, forgetful that the fame of their 
Archery resounded throughout all Europe, felt as though it 
depended solely upon their royal champion's success. And 
right well did Henry, on that day^ maintain the reputation of 
his countrymen. He repeatedly shot into the centre of the 
white, though the marks were erected at the extraordinary 
distance of twelve score yards apart. A simultaneous burst 
of admiration marked the delight and astonishment of the vast 
assembly who witnessed this fine display of skill and personal 
strength ; applause, no doubt, as sincere, as it was well 
deserved : for the attempts of some cross-bowmen, belonging 
to the French King's body-guard, who tried their quarrels^ 
at the same butts, served only to betray their own inexpertness, 
and the inferiority of that weapon. 

Besides making laws in favour of Archery, and practising it 
himself, this monarch, in 1537, established a society, for the 
express purpose of shooting, under a charter, by the name of 
the Fraternity of St. George, but they afterwards became 



* Bolts for the cross-bow. 
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known as the Artillery Company of London. The members 
used to assemble^ at first, in Lolesworth, or Spital Fields, 
which, according to Stowe, was the burial place of Roman 
London. The name of their place of exercise, at this spot, 
was *' Teasel-close," so called from the thistles with which it 
abounded. On that spot, they built themselves an armoury. 
When, however, Spital Fields was broken up for bricks and 
buildings, the Artillery Company possessed themselves of a 
plot of ground in Bunhill Fields, which received the name of 
the New Artillery Ground. When the company added to its 
ranks musqueteers, and cannoniers, in compliance with the 
changes in the mode of offensive warfare, the society of St. 
George, on which they were engrafted, still formed the 
Archers' division. In the course of time, this division was 
abolished ; but, on the revival of Archery, (as an amusement,) 
which took place in England about the year 1780, it was again 
established, for a short time, by the ArtiUery Company 
permitting the members of the Toxopholite Society to attach 
themselves to their battalion, under the appellation of '* Saint 
George's Bowmen." 

The Society of Archers, at present in existence in London, 
and known by the name of " The Fraternity of St. George," 
does not, however, owe its origin to this cause, having been 
established in the year 1835, as will be seen hereafter. 

In a splendid shooting match, at Windsor, before the king, 
when the exercise was nearly over, his mijesty, observing one 
of his guard, named Barlow, preparing to shoot, said to him, 
** Beat them all, and thou shalt be Duke of Archers." Barlow 
drew his bow, executed the king's command, and received the 
promised reward, being created Duke of Shoreditch, that being 
the place of his residence. Several others, of the most expert 
marksmen, were honored with titles, as Earl of Pancridge, 
Marquis of Clerkenwell, &c. 

On one occasion, the king, and Queen Catherine, came from 
Greenwich to Shooter's Hill, where they were received by two 
hundred Archers, clad in green, with a captain, personating 
Robin Hood, who first shewed the king the skill of his Archers 
in shooting ; after which, the ladies were conducted into the 
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wood, and feasted with venison and wine, in arbours and 
bowers curiously decorated. 

The following letter, inserted in Lodge's Illustrations of 
British History, serves to shew what attention was paid to this 
weapon, in our armies, so late as the year 1544. 

« THE LORDS OF THE COUNCIL TO THE EARL OF 

SHREWSBURY. 

After our right hearty commendations to your Lordship, 
where thles bearers, Thomas Scarden and John Stoddar, the 
King's bowyer and fletcher, do pressently repair into those 
parts for the putting in order of the bowes and arrows, as wele 
at Barwick, as other places theire ; and for theire help have 
also with them three other bowyers and five'fletchers. Your 
Lordship shall understand, that we have delivered unto them 
conduct-money, and alsa wages for one month, to begin at 
their arrival, after the rate following — That is to say, the 
said Scarden and Stoddar at Xlld. by the daye, and every of 
the said fletchers and bowyers Vllld. by the daye ; praying 
your Lordship to take order for continuance of theire wages 
after the rate aforesaid, when the said month shall be expired, 
for the time of their being there accordingly. And thus fare 
your good Lordship right hartely weU. 

From Baynard's Castle, the XXIId. day of January, 1544. 
Your Lordship's assured loving friends, • 

Thomas Weiothesley, ■ 
Thomas Westminsteb, 
Chables Suffolk, 
William Paget." 

In 1510, Ferdinand, King of Arragon, solicited succour from 
Henry YIIL, against the Moors in Africa, when his desires 
were complied with, and fifteen hundred Archers sent him, 
under the command of Thomas Lord Darcy. 

In 1613, James IV., King of Scotland, invaded the English 
borders, ^while King Henry was in France. The Earl of 
Surrey, being Lord lieutenant, raised the militia of the 
northern counties, amounting to twenty-six thousand men^ and 
advanced to meet him. The battle (which happened at 
Flodden Field) was bloody, and terminated in the total defeat 
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of the Scots ; whose kmg, and the Archbishop of St. Andrews, 
two abbots^ twelve earls, and seventeen lords, were slain in 
battle. The victory, in a great measure, seems to have been 
owing to Sir Edward Stanley and his Archers. The names of 
the nobility and gentry who were present, with their tenants, 
at this memorable battle, are recorded in a carious old poem^ 
said to have been composed by a schoolmaster, at Ingleton, in 
the west-riding of the comity of York^ but which the confined 
limits of this publication will not allow the writer to insert. It 
is, however, particularly interesting, as it presents a striking 
picture of the manner of raising our ancient militia, the true 
constitutional force of this country : men, who were one day at 
the plough, and the next ranged under the banners of their 
respective leaders, with arms in their hands, which they used 
only against the hostile invader ^ whom, having repelled, the 
survivors retturned to their respective employments, amidst the 
congratulations of their dearest connections, their friends, and 
their countrymen. 

** Then might you aec, on every side,* 
The ways all fill'd with men of war ; 
Here silken streamers waving wide, 
There polish'd helms glist'ring afar/* 

The vanguard was led by Lord Thomas and Sir Edward 
Howard. The centre by their father. Lord Surrey ; and the 
rear by Sir Edward Stanley. The Lord Dacres, with a body 
of horse, was to act as a reserve on all occasions. The King 
of Scots, exhorting his men to behave like soldiers, immediately 
joined battle. Sir Edward Howard, for some time, sustained a 
heavy charge, and had nearly been routed by the singular 
valour of the Earls of Lenox and Argyle, had not the Lord 
Dacres, with the Bastard Heron, brought up the reserve, and 
restored the fight. Lord Thomas Howard met with a brave 
resistance from the Earls of Crauford and Montrose. The 
King and the t^arl of Surrey maintained a long and a sharp 



* Henry Jenkins believed he might be about twelve years of age at the 
time of the battle of Flodden Field, when he was sent to Northallerton, 
with a horse-load of arrows, which a bigger boy had the charge of 
from that town to the army, under the Earl of Surrey. 
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dispute^ till Sir Edward Stanley brought up his Archers, who 
let fly their arrows with sjich. force and effect^ that the Scots 
troops began to give way, by opening their ranks. The king^ 
perceiving the disorder, redoubled his efforts, and, pressing 
forward with irresistible fury, had well nigh overthrown the 
English standard, when Lord Thomas Howard, coming to 
the assistance of his father, and being joined by Lord Dacres' 
horse, immediately gave a turn to the fortune of the day. The 
Scottish monarch, with the flower of his nobility and gentry, 
threw themselves into a ring, in which form they did all that 
valiant men could do to defend themselves; nor did any one 
exceed the king in personal valour; but, being mortally 
wounded in the forehead with an arrow, he fell, and with his 
life ended this fierce and cruel conflict. The royal corpse 
being found the next morning, and acknowledged by several of 
both nations, was conveyed to the Charter-house, and thence 
to Shene, a monastery in Surrey, " where," says Stowe, " it 
remained for a time, in what order I am not certain; but, since 
the dissolution of the abbeys, in the reign of Edward VI., 
Henry Grey, then Duke of Suffolk, keeping house there, I 
have been shewed the same body, as was affirmed, wrapped in 
lead, thrown into an old waste room, amongst old timber, 
stone, lead, and other rubbish." A strange instance of 
human instabilitv. 

Edward YI. is also entitled to notice amongst the list of 
England's royal Archers. Whilst quite a youth, he kept a 
journal, still preserved among the manuscripts in the British 
Museum. It contains many allusions to Archery, particularly 
some curious memoranda of the amiable yoimg prince's suc- 
cesses and disappointments at matches, in which he took a part. 

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a grand Archery meeting 
was held at York, which was graced by the presence of the 
principal nobility and gentry of the kingdom, though not of 
" the Virgin Queen." 

By the kind assistance of Robert Davies, Esq., F.S.A., the 
writer is enabled to give the following extract from ''Beckwith's 
Manuscript, now the property of William Hudson, Esq., of this 
city. The date is 1682 :-^ 
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"This year, there was a great shooting at York, by the 
Earls of Cumberland and Essex, whereat was two great 
ambassadors of Russia. Alderman Maltby (who was Lord 
Mayor of the city in the following year) was one of the choice 
Archers." 

On that occasion, the following quaint lines were written, 

which may probably amuse some of the present inhabitants of 

this ancient and venerable city : — 

** God save our Queene, and keepe o^r peace, 
That our good shooting maie increase ; 
And, praying to God, let us not cease. 
As well at Yorke as at London, 

That all our countrie round about, 
May hare Archers good, to hit the clout I 
Which England should not be without, 
No more than Yorke, or London. 

God graunt that once her Majestic, 
Would come her eittie of Yorke to see. 
For the comfort great of that countrie. 
As well as she doth at London. 

Nothing shall be thought too deare. 
To see her Highnes person there. 
With such obedient love and feare, 
As ever she had in London. 

Yorke, Yorke, for my monie. 
Of all the cities that ever I see. 
For merry pastime and companie, 
Except the eittie of London." 

In the same reign, viz., in 1583, the London Archers, to the 
number of three thousand, with each a long-bow and four 
arrows, marched to a place near Shoreditch, called '^ Hodgson's 
Fields," where a tent was pitched for the chief citizens. 
Proclamation was made by sound of trumpet, that every man 
should stand at least forty feet from each side of the butts, 
which were distant from each other one hundred and forty- 
eight yards. This exercise lasted two days ; and, on the evening 
of the second day, the victors were led ofiP the field, mounted 
on horses, and attended by two hundred persons, with each a 
lighted torch in his hand. The dresses of this assembly were 
exceedingly tasteful and elegant. The Archers were 
distinguished by green ribbons and sashes ; and part of the 
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company had hats and jerkins of black Yelyet,*^doablets of 
satin andtaffety; and upwards of nine hundred persons also 
attended, each wearing a chain of gold. 

In the original deed for the regulation and endowment of 
Harrow School^ dated 1590, the benevolent founder say^, 
'^Tou shall allow your child, at all times, bow, shafts bow- 
strings., and bracer, to exercise shooting.** In consequence 
of this regulation, it was usual to hold an annual exhibition of 
Archery, when the scholars contended for a silver arrow. 
This custom, however, has been abolished, and, in its room, 
has been substituted the delivery of annual orations before 
the assembled governors. 

The following description of an Archer, and his accoutrements, 
is given in a MS., written in the time of Queen Elizabeth : — 

'^ Captains and officers should be skilful of that most noble 
weapon ; and to see that their soldiers, according to their 
draught and strength, have good bows, well nocked, well 
stringed, everie string whippe in their nocke, and in the 
myddes rubbed with wax — braser and shutting glove — some 
spare strynges, trymed as aforesaid ; every man one sheaf of 
arrows, with a case of leather, defensible against the rayne, 
and in the same fower and twentie arrows ; whereof eight of 
them should be lighter than the residue, to gall or astoyne the 
enemy with the hail-shot of light arrows, before they shall 
come within the danger of their harquebuss shot. Let every 
man have a brigandine or a little cote of plate, a skuU or 
hufkin, a maule of lead, of five feet in length, and a pike, 
and the same hanging by his girdle, with a hook and a 
dagger ; being thus furnished, teach them by musters to 
march, shoote, and retire, keeping their faces upon the 
enemy's. Sumtime put them into great numbers, as to battell 
apparteyneth, and there use them often times practised till 
they be perfect ; for those men in battell ne skirmish cannot 
be spared. None other weapon maye compare with the same 
noble weapon." 

Under James L, statutes were ordained for the promotion 
of Archery, from which, and other circumstances, it seems 
clear that the art was still deemed of importance. 



Prince Henry, son of James I., at eight yean of age> 
leanMHl to shoot both with the bow and gun ; at the same 
time this prince had an officer, in his establishment, who was 
styled the Bow Bearer, 

Charles I. iq^pears, firom the dedicatMm of a treatise, 
entitled ''The Bowman's Glory," to haye been himself an 
Archer. And, in the eighth year of his reign, he issued a 
commiswoa to the Chancellor, Lord Mayor, and several of 
the Privy Coimcil, to prevent the fields near London being so 
inclosed as to interrupt the necessary and profitable exercise 
of shooting ; as^ also^ to lower the mounds where they pre- 
vented the view from one mark to another. This prince 
likewise issued two proclamations^ in 1631 and 1633, for the 
promotion of Archery ; the last of which recommends the 
use of the bow and pike together. 

During this rei^oi, a small body of Archers acccMnpanied 
ihe I>uke of Buckingham, in his expedition against the Isle of 
Rhe. A few fought, also, at the siege of Devizes, during the 
civil troubles, which ensued shortly after ; one Neade and his 
son, both veteran bowmen, having been commissioned to raise 
a body of Archers for his Majesty's service. 

This monarch sent for John King, of Hipperholme, near 
Halifax, in Yorkshire, who was esteemed the best Archer of 
his time, in England, and, when at court, he won great wagers 
by his dexterity. Being victor at a gpreat shooting match, at 
Manchester, during Cromwell's administration^ some of the 
gentry caused him to be carried upon men's shoulders, crying 
''a King! a King!" Great numbers of republicans being 
present, they were aJarmed,andcriedout, as eagerly,. " Treason ! 
treason ! A plot ! a plot I" He died in January, 1675. 

One very siogular anecdote, connected with Archery, is 
mentioned in Home's ''History of the Rebellion." He tells 
us, *' a clergyman performed divine service, during the civil 
wars, with a long-bow in his hand, and a sheaf of arrows 
tucked into a silken sash, fastened round his waist. Every 
Sabbath did he march to the church, himself carrying the 
good weapon, while hia servant came after, vrith his case of 
arrows, and a claymore, in a. black silk belt." Peace be to his 
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ashes, he has been laid low, by the shafts of a stronger Archer, 
and is now, in all probability, enjoying that peaceful existence, 
« where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest." 

Charles II., on his restoration, did much towards the 
revival of Archery. It is not generally known, that the 
merry monarch, endowed with facile manners, which readily 
accommodated themselves to the tastes.- and habits of all with 
whom he associated, was a member of an Archery society, 
during his exile in the Low Countries. 

During his reign, four hundred Archers marched, with flying 
colours, to Hyde Park, where several of the Archers, with 
cross-bows, shot nearly twenty score yards ; and some of them, 
to the amazement of the spectators, hit the mark, at that very 
great distance. There were, likewise, three showers of 
whistling arrows. So splendid was the appearance, and 
pleasing the exercise, that three regiments of foot laid down 
their arms, to join the spectators. 

Other public exhibitions of Archery took place during the 
reign of Charles. In the year 1675, three hundred and fifty 
Archers, most richly habited, appeared in Moorfields, to 
compliment Sir Robert Viner, then lord mayor. Thence 
they marched through Moorgate, Cripplegate, and through 
Woodstreet, into Cheapside ; then they passed by the north 
side of St. Paul's, and marched round into Cheapside again, 
and se to Guildhall, where they waited to receive the king, and 
the then lord mayor. When the king had viewed, and passed 
by the Archers, they marched to Christ-church, where a very 
noble dinner was given, at the expense of the lord mayor. 
Their standard was guarded by six cross-bowmen; all the 
officers wore green scarfs, and every bowman a green ribbon. 
The principal officers were Sir Robert Peyton, Knight, and 
Mr. Michael Arnold. On the 26th of May following, the 
Archers rendezvoused in the military ground, near Bloomsbury, 
and marched thence through part of Holbom, Chancery-lane, 
Temple-bar, and the Strand, to Whitehall, being six a-breast ; 
yet, when the van reached Whitehall, the rear of the procession 
had not passed through Temple-bar. From Whitehall they pro- 
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oeeded to Tothill-fields ; here they drew up, and were reviewed 
by the king, who marched along their front several times. He 
was attended by the Dnkes of York and Monmouth, and most of 
the nobUity . The Archers were, in number, about a thousand ; 
the spectators nearly twenty times that number. During the 
course of the day, several showers of whistling arrows were 
discharged,^ with which the company were exceedingly 
entertained. 

The Queen of Charles II., (Catherine of Portugal) seems to 
have been much pleased with the sight of this exercise; for, in 
1676, by the contributions of Sir Edward Hungerford and 
others, a silver badge, for the marshal of the firatemity, was 
made, weighing twenty-five ounces, and representing an 
Archer, drawing the long-bow, with the following inscription : — 

"REGINiB CaTHEBIN^ SaOITTABH." 

The supporters were two bow-men, with the arms of England 
and Portugal. 

Again, on the I4th of July, I68I, the London Archers, to 
the number of one thousand, under the conunand of Mr. 
Edwards and Mr. Henry Warren, marched to Hampton 
Court, to shoot for several pieces of plate, viz., two silver 
cups, and three dozen of silver spoons. The target was 
placed upon a butt, erected on purpose, upon the lawn before 
the palace. The king was pleased to honor them with his 
presence on the occasion ; staid nearly two hours, and permitted 
as many of the Archers as pleased to kiss his hand — a mark 
of the pleasure he took in viewing their exercise. 

The following year, viz., on Friday, April 21, 1682, the 
Archers under the command of Sir Edward Hungerford, 
Colonel M. Arnold, Lieutenant Colonel J. Mould, Major H. 
Warren, Lieutenant E. Donne, 6. Walker, and J. Manley, 
Captains, met in the artillery ground, and marched through 
Cornhill, Fleet-street, and the Strand, to Tothill-Fields. The 
king and most of the nobility honored them with their 



* These arrows are supposed to hare been used by the pioquet guards, 
to giye notice, to the camp, of the enemy's approach, during the night. 




company. There were, at leasts one thousand Archers in the 
field. The recreation lasted for some time, during which 
three showers of whistling arrows were discharged. The 
company, the Archers, and the exercise, ta^en altogether, it 
was supposed, exceeded anything of the kind that had preriously 
been seen in England. 

From that period, until the latter part of the last century. 
Archery appears to have been almost forgotten, and then was 
only resumed as a fashionable and pleasing amusement. The 
cause of its resumption is thus described, in a little work 
called '* The Englii^ Bowman." 

** About the year 1776, Mr. Waring, (the father of the 
present bowyer of that name, resident in Caroline-street, 
Bedford-square), who then lived with Sir Aston Lerer, at 
Leicester House, and who may be justly styled the father of 
modem Archery, having, by continual business, contracted 
an oppression upon his chest, (arising principally from sitting 
too closely at his desk, and pressing his breast too much 
against it, and which the most eminent in the faculty had in 
vain endeavoured to remove), resolved to try the effect of the 
bow, in affording relief. He accordingly made it a regular 
exercise, and, in a short time, derived great benefit from the 
use of it ; and ascribed his cure, which was perfect, solely to 
the practice of Archery. Sir Aston Lever, perceiving the good 
effects which so engaging an amusement had upon the con- 
stitution, followed Mr. Waring's example, and took up the 
bow ; he was soon joined by several of his friends, who, in 
the year 1780, formed themselves into a society, under the 
title of Toxopholites, and met regularly at Leicester House, 
having butts erected in the gardens belonging to it.*' 
That society was the parent of the numerous societies of 
Archers, known at that period — about 1790. 

*' The enthusiasm," says Hansard, in his Book of Archery, 
*' which attended the revival of Archery, can only be compared 
to that which animated the admirers of Shakspeare, and the 
ancient drama generally, during the Garrick era." The 
following may be received as a pretty correct list of the 
societies which sprang into existence at that period, arranged 
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alphabetically, and for which the writer is indebted to the 
author just quoted : — 

Archers of Archiufield, near Hereford ... Several valuable prizes. 

Bowmen of Chevy Chase, Morpeth ... | ^"^^^j^^'"'' ^P"^"' ^^ 

Bowmen of Chevy Chase, Newcastle ... Gold and silver medals. 

Bowmen of Chev, Chase { "^^^iT } «Td^"''«' ^ ^"^ 



Cambridge Bowmen 

Essex Archers 

Hainhalt Foresters 

Hatfield Archers 

John o'Gaunt's Bo¥rmen, Lancaster 

Kentish Rangers 

Lancashire Bowmen, Cheetham Hill 

Lancashire and Bronghton Archers 

Liverpool Mersey Bowmen 

Mercian Bowmen 

Musselburgh Archers 

Northumberland Archers 

Old Sarum Archers 

Robin Hood*s Bowmen 

Royal British Bowmen 

JKoyal Company of Archers 

Royal Kentish Bowmen 

Royal Surrey Bowmen 

Southampton Archers 

St. George's Bowmen 

Teucerian Society of Archers ... 
Toxopholite Society 



Silver arrow. 



\ Two splendid bug:le 
...J 



•••} 



horns, and two medals. 

Several valuable prizes. 

Silver arrow, and gold 
medals. 

... Gold medal. 

... Bugle horn and medals. 

1 Beautifully mounted 
... V quiver, and four pairs 
) of arrows. 

) A silver bow, and bugle 
— ) horn. 

. . . Several valuable prizes. 
... A silver arrow. 

) Bugle horn, gold and 
"*) silver medals. 

Gold and silver medals, 
silver arrow. 

) Bugle horn, gold and 
•*•) silver medals. 

) Silver arrow, tipt with 
•••) gold. 

. . . Silver arrow, silver cup. 

... Bugle horn, gold medal. 

... Silver arrow, goldmedal. 

... Gold medal. 

... Bugle, and medal. 

I Silver bugle, and four 
"")■ sUver mecUds. 

) Queen's prize. — Silver 
•••) bugle, medals. 



•••} 



* Prizes unknown. 
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United Society of Archers, Cartiock) Silver bow, and sUrer 
Chase < ... ... ...) medal. 



Woodmen of Arden 

Woodmen of Horpsey 
Yeoman Archers ... 
Yorkshire Archers... 



) Bugle horn, silver 
'") arrow, medals, &c. 

... Gold and silver medals. 

... Medals. 

. . . Silver bugle and medal. 



In 1790, a match was shot at Mr. Wyborough's, Branhope 
Hall, Yorkshire, at one hundred yards, between Miss Littledale, 
Mr. Gilpin, and Mr. Wyborough, in which Miss littledale was 
victorious. During the shooting, which lasted three hours. 
Miss littledale hit the gold four times; and, what evinced 
superior skill, the three last hits, made by Miss Littledale, 
were all in the gold. 

On the 27th of May, 1791, a grand meeting of the follow- 
ing Societies of Archers took place, on Blackheath, viz. : — 

Honourable the Artillery Company, 

in two divisions. 
Surrey Bowmen, first division. 
Surrey Bowmen, second division. 
Hainhalt Foresters. 
Toxopholites, first division. 
Toxopholites, second division. 
Northumberland Archers. 
Sherwood Foresters. 
Kentish Rangers. 
Kentish Bowmen. 
Loyal Archers. 
Woodmen of Arden. 
Robin Hoed Society. 
Yorkshire Archers. 
Woodmen of Homsey. 

They were all dressed in green, with half boots. Numbers 
of ladies were likewise dressed in the uniform of the societies. 
Thirty-two targets were placed on the ground, and about 
a dozen Archers were appointed to shoot at each. At twelve 
o'clock, the shooting for the prizes commenced, and continued 
.without intermission till three ; when they retired to their 
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tents^ and partook of some refreshment. The contest was 
afterwards renewed ; and^ on examining the targets^ at six 
o'clock^ Mr. Richard, of the Toxopholite Society, appeared to 
be entitled to the gold medal ; and Mr. Rush, of the Woodmen, 
of Homsey, to the silrer medal. Lord Aylesbury, having 
shot sixteen difiPerent times into the target, his lordship was 
declared Captain of Numbers. The Archers afterwards 
returned to town, and dined together at the Thatched House 
Tavern. 

The Loyal Archers shot once into the bull's eye of the 
target ; the Yorkshire Archers, once ; the Toxopholite Society, 
t^Ice; the Robin Hood, once; and the Woodmen, of Homsey, 
twice. Amongst the Toxopholites present was a Mr. Waring, 
who, shooting two arrows at each end, put twenty successive 
arrows into a four-feet target, at one hundved yards; and 
twelve arrows into the compass of two feet, at forty-six yards, 
within the space of one minute. Another gentleman, shooting 
two arrows at each end, put ten successive arrows into an 
eight-inch paper, at thirty yards ; and fifty-two arrrows, out 
of a hundred, into a four-feet target; at one hundred yards. 
Two other members, also, at the same end, put both, arrows 
into an eight-inch paper, at six score (a hundred and twenty 
yards); feats which, in all probability, Robin Hood himself 
never surpassed, and which appear so marvellous, that some, 
perhaps, may dispute them altogether. Two persons were 
slightly wounded, by standing too near the targets. The 
tents were fancifully decorated with banners, proudly displaying 
the devices of the various societies of Archers. 

On the 29th of May, 1792, another grand meeting was held 
on Blackheath, which is stated to have owed its origin to the 
Toxopholites. The weather was most propitious, and the 
novelty of the scene drew together an incredible concourse of 
spectators. At noon, the Archers^ clothed in Kendal green, 
met at their respective tents, which were pitched in a line, 
fronting the south. Immediately opposite to these, fourteen pairs 
of targets ranged from north to south: a distance of one 
hundred yards intervened between each ; and they appeared in 
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the following order, when reckoned downwards, from the front 
of the tents : — 

Surrey Bowmen ; two sets of targets. 

St. George's Bowmen. 

Royal Kentish Bowmen ; two sets of targets. 

The Toxopholite Society. 

Archers' Division of the Artillery Company. 

Woodmen of Arden. 

Robin Hood's Bowmen ; two sets of targets. 

Woodmen of Homsey. 

Bowmen of Chevy Chase. 

Suffolk Bowmen. 

A series of general rules were issued by the stewards, 
which were eminently conducive in promoting the order of the 
day. Amongst those who especially distinguished themselves 
by gallant attention to their fair visitors, we must not omit to 
mention the Royal Artillery Archers, whose tent was lined 
throughout with green silk ; also Robin Hood's Bowmen, for 
they had provided, in theirs, a temporary flooring of boards. 
The uniform of the latter attracted universal attention, as being 
the most elegant, and appropriate, in the whole field. The 
honors of the day fell thick upon this society } since, out of the 
four prizes, they became entitled to three, two being won by — 
Anderson, Esq., as Captain of Numbers, and Lieutenant of the 
Target; the third fell to the lot of R. Gleen, Esq., as 
Lieutenant of Numbers. The Captain of the Target was a 
Woodman of Arden. , Among the nobility present. Lord 
Aylesbury distinguished himself by some very close shooting. 
The Captain of Numbers, above mentioned, placed thirty-three 
arrows in the target, and the second in command, twenty-four. 
On every former occasion, the highest number had never 
exceeded twenty-one ; indeed, the exploits of the day, taken as 
a whole, stand high in the annals of modern Archery. 

On the same day, in the following year (1793), a general 
meeting, of the Archers of Great Britain, was again held on 
Blackheath, when the following orders were issued : — 

"At eleven o'clock, the leaders of the targets to arrange the 
Archers to shoot at their respective targets, and to set down their 
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names; and that every gentleman, previous to his name being 
inserted in a target card, produce his ticket to the leader of such 
target, ^rith his name thereon. 

^ No greater number than ten to shoot at any one pair of targets. 

" Two arrows to be shot at each end. 

** Two target papers to be kept at each target. 

** At twelve, the shooters to form in a line in the front of the 
tents, in the order of shooting ; the signal for forming the line to 
be a march of the music playing the whole length of the line. The 
line being formed, the signal to face to the right and march, to be 
three beats of the great drum. 

''The different societies will then march to their respective 
targets, and begin shooting when the music ceases. 

** The leader of each target to advance ten paces, when his party 
have done shooting, and begin to march to the opposite target, 
on hearing the music, which will play until the shooting re- 
commences. 

" At three, refreshments to be taken into the tents. 

" The signal to gfo to the tents, will be by the music halting in the 
centre of the ground, until the arrows are collected, when each 
society will fall into its own station ; the line will then be formed, 
and to march back to the tents, the same signal being used as 
for the march to the targets. 

** At half-past three, the same signal, as before used, will be 
repeated, for forming the line, and re-commencing the shooting. 

''At six, the shooting will cease, by the same signal as before 
used, for going to refresh ; the whole line to halt in front of the 
tents, while the stewards collect the target papers ; the whole party 
are then to be dismissed, and proceed to dinner." 

Six beautiful marquees were raised, with banners flying, 
and, at 100 yards apart, the targets were erected, in the 
following order : — 

Royal Surrey Bowmen ; four targets. 
Saint George's Bowmen ; two targets. 
Royal Kentish Bowmen ; four targets. 
Toxopholites ; two targets. 
Woodmen of Arden; two targets. 
Robin Hood's Bowmen ; two targets. 
Woodmen of Hornsey ; two targets. 
Bowmen of Chevy Chase 5 two targets. 
Suffolk Bowmen ; four targets. 
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About twelve o'clock^ according to general orders^ the 
Archers entered the fields with their band of martial music^ 
and^ having paraded the inclosure, a signal was given for them 
to assemble at their respective targets^ and the shooting 
instantly commenced, which the shooters followed up with 
prodigious dexterity, till three o'clock, amidst a vast concourse 
of genteel company ; and then, with their band playing, they 
marched to their tents, for refreshment. About half-past four, 
they returned in order, and, at half-past five, the shooting was 
given up, by consent. The company, who had become too 
nujierous, having broken the line of order, so deranged the 
shooters, that the Royal Surrey Bowmen could, towards the 
conclusion, seldom see their own targets. The Earl of 
Aylesford, with the stewards, having collected the target 
papers, a temporary suspension took place, on account of some 
difficulty in deciding between a shot of Dr. Leith and a shot 
of Mr. Jarvis. After a nice investigation, the prize was 
declared (by his Grace the Duke, of Leeds) in favor of Dr. 
Leith, of Greenwich, for having split the central mark of the 
gold, at the distance of one hundred yards, with the greatest 
exactness. On the numbers being cast up, it was found that 
Mr. Anderson, Robin Hood's Bowman, was Captain of 
Numbers: Dr. Leith, Royal Kentish Bowman, Captain of 
Target ; and Mr. Jarvis, Woodman of Hornsey, Lieutenant of 
Target. After the distribution of prizes, the members returned 
to town, and, at eight o'clock, sat down to a splendid dinner, in 
Willis's Rooms. The assemblage of spectators, at this meeting, 
included a splendid display of youth and beauty, and far 
exceeded that of any meeting previously held. 

The practice of Archery was kept up, with great spirit, in the 
year 1793. Besides the above meeting, several others took place, 
the principal of which was one held by the Society of Royal 
Bowmen, to shoot for a prize given by his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales. The shooting took place on Dartford 
Heath, and, after a eontest of four hours, the Rev. Robert 
Wright was declared to be the successful competitor. The 
day being exceedingly fine, the Archers were honored by the 
attendance of most of the ladies of beauty and fashion. The 
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Duke of York's band attended upon the occasion, as well as 
several of the first musical performers, and, on the whole, the 
music tended much to add to the enjoyment of the day. 

From this period, until 1844, we find little mention of 
Archery — ^in fact, none of sufficient importance to justify its 
publication — all the meetings, or nearly so, being confined to 
private societies, and, to attempt to give any account of these, 
would be impossible, inasmuch as the length of each would 
preclude their insertion in a small work like the ** Anecdotes 
of Archery." We shall, therefore, briefly notice a meeting held 
in Scotland, and then, at once, proceed to describe that 
magnificent gathering of the bowmen of England, which took 
place at York, in the summer of last year (1844). 

On the 2nd of May, 1844, a grand Archery Meeting was 
held in the beautiful and romantic grounds of Robert Knox, 
Esq., of Eelyingroye House, near Glasgow, so well known 
as having given rise to the much admired and popular song 
*'Will you haste to Kelvingrove, Bonnie Lassie, O." On 
that occasion, members of the Edinburgh Salisbury, the 
Glasgow, the Glasgow St. Mungo, and the Irvine Toxo- 
pholites attended, forming, in their handsome uniforms, a 
very interesting coup d'eil. The Kilwinning instrumental 
band were present ; and, by their enliTening strains, tended 
much to the enjoyment of the day. Between three hundred 
and five hundred ladies likewise graced the spectacle with 
their attendance, and ever and anon smiled approval on the 
successful competitors in the athletic and manly exercise. Two 
pairs of targets were erected for point blank butt shooting ; 
two pairs at one hundred yards' distance; and one as an 
elevated target. The societies present mixed together, and shot 
several friendly matches. The shooting was decidedly good, 
and refreshments were liberally supplied to all parties on the 
grounds. At the conclusion of the shooting, the Archers, 
with some strangers, dined at Kelvingrove House, in four 
separate parties. About forty remained during the evening, 
which was spent in a most agreeable and delightful manner. 
A similar meeting, it is stated, will be held at the same 
hospitable mansion, during the present year. 




On Thursday, August 1, 1844, the Archers of England, to 
the number of between sixty and seventy, assembled on 
Enavesmire (the race-course), netfr York, where " with " 
bended bow, and quiver full of arrows," they practised the 
sports of old. Amongst the Archers present were gentlemen 
from Thirsk, Darlington, Broughton, London, Salisbury, 
Richmond, Hull, Vale of Mowbray, Kingston, Berkshire, 
Nevill's Cross, Glasgow, Sherwood Forest, and several other 
places. 

Owing to the spirited exertions of many of- the citizens, and 
others, prizes, to the amount of one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds, were contributed to be shot for, at the distances of 
one hundred, eighty, and sixty yards, allotted as follow : — 

To the highest gross score A Vase, value £55. 



To the second highest Do Plate, 

To the greatest number of hits Do. 

To the second Do Do. 

To the most central hit of the day Do. 

To the greatest number of hits in the gold Do. 



£10. 
£25. 
£10. 
£15. 
£10. 



Extra prizes were also awarded to the most central hit, at 
three distances, as follow: — Four guineas for a hit at one 
hundred yards distance ; three guineas at eighty yards distance ; 
and two guineas at sixty yards distance ; and it was determined 
that no gentleman should carry off more than one prize during 
the day. 

A large plot of ground was staked out, in front of the Grand 
Stand, and, on each side, fifteen targets were placed, the 
distance between them, across the ground, being one hundred 
yards, at the commencement of the sport. At the extreme end 
of the ground, and directly opposite the Grand Stand, the 
spacious marquee, belonging to the Yorkshire Philosophical 
Society, was erected, for the accommodation of the committee 
of management. Several other tents were also placed at the 
extremities of the groimd, for the convenience of the Archers 
and others connected with the sport. 

The weather was exceedingly unfavorable for the occasion, 
heavy showers of rain falling, at short intervals, during the 
whole of the day. The wind was also very high, blowing in a 
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line at right angles with the direction of the arrows. Not- 
withstanding this nnpropitious state of things, however^ crowds 
of persons began to assemble on the coarse about ten o'clock, 
the tame fixed for the assembling of the Archers at the Grand 
Stand, to receive their target tickets from the committee. 
About half-past ten o'clock, the band of Mr. Walker arrived 
on the ground, and it was shortly afterwards followed by that 
of the 6th Carabineers, then stationed at the York Barracks. 
The bands took up their positions in front of the Grand Stand. 
From this time, during the whole of the day, visitors continued 
to arrive, many of them occupying carriages, gigs, cabs, and 
other vehicles. 

At ten minutes before eleven o'clock, the bugles sounded 
for the Archers to assemble at the respective targets allotted 
to them ; and, at eleven o'clock, after a signal from the flag- 
master, the diooting commenced. 

The Grand Stand, at this time, pres^ited a very brilliant 
appearance, being crowded with respectable company, each 
subscriber to the sport having received a ticket, which entitled 
himself and party to admission. The scene altogether was an 
imposing one. Hie Archers were attired in the full costume of 
the society to which they respectively belonged, and many of 
them wore medals, and other trophies, which they had won on 
previous similar occasions. As the Archers took up their posi- 
tions on the green sward, and gracefully placed themselves in an 
attitude for shooting, they reminded us of those joyous yeomen 
who loved to range the green woods, and to enjoy the liberty and 
license which those woods once afforded; when their bows were 
bent, and their arrows were in the string, against tyrants of 
every kind — ^when the deer, with which the woods of *' Merrie 
England" abounded, supplied food for all who had the art to 
bend a bow— ^nd when a round tower, a cavern, or a thicket, 
gave all the inciter that was desired. 

After shooting six dozen arrows, at one hundred yards 
distance, daring which the Archers were several times com- 
pelled to take shelter in the tents, from the heavy showers of 
rain, which fell at intervals, the bugles sounded for luncheon, 
which was swved up in the large marquee. Daring tJie repast. 
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the rain fell in torrents ; and, after it had continued for about 
an hour and a half, the subject of an adjournment of the 
meeting was discussed in the marquee, H. 8. Belcombe, M.D., 
chairman of the conmiittee, presiding. Seyeral gentlemen 
from Scotland, and others from Manchester, expressed them- 
selves favorable to an adjournment, but the proposition was 
opposed by man j of the Archers, who were of opinion that 
the weather would present a more favorable aspect in the 
course of an hour. EventuaUy> it was ahnost unanimously 
determined that the proceedings should be adjourned for three 
quarters of an hour, the chairman suggesting that that time 
should be spent vnth the company at the Grand Stand. The 
weather, however, still continued unfavorable; and, on the 
Archers re-assembling in the marquee, a proposition was made 
that the remainder of the shooting should be deferred until the 
following morning. The Rev. John Higginson, one of the 
secretaries, stated that this proposition, if adopted, would incur 
some additional expense, which the committee were unable to 
bear, not having received that support from the county which 
they had anticipated ; an additional demand would therefore 
have to be made upon the Archers, to defray the necessary 
expenses, which would be incurred. This statement was met 
by a very liberal response from those engaged in the contest 
for the prizes, a number of whom said that they had travelled 
a great distance in order to be present, and that they would 
prefer staying a little longer amongst the Yorkshire Archers, 
rather than continue the contest in weather, that rendered it 
almost impossible for them to guide their arrows aright. The 
motion for adjournment was then put and carried, and the 
bowmen left the ground, shortly after five o'clock, until the 
following morning, at ten. 

.At seven o'clock, the members of the various Archers' 
Societies, who had taken part in the proceedings of the day, 
together with a number of friends, sat down to dinner at the 
Guildhall, and spent the evening in a most harmonious and 
agreeable manner. 

The following morning, the shooting was resumed at eleven 
o'clock, and, long before that hour, the ground, from which a 
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commanding yiew of the proceedings could be obtained, was 
occupied by a large and respectable concourse of spectators. 
The Grand Stand was also well attended by a fashionable 
party, and exceeded, so far as numbers are concerned, that of 
the preceding day. Several carriages, and other vehicles, 
were also on the ground, and, the weather being very pro- 
pitious, the shooting was not only excellent, but the meeting,* 
altogether, afforded much more gratification to the people 
assembled, and was also more satisfactory to the gentlemen 
contending for the various prizes, than on the previous day. 

At the conclusion of the shooting, the following statement of 
the numbers, scored by each individual, was published, in the 

form of a 

GENERAL TARGET LIST. 



u 

I 



Name of Shooter. 



TARQET — A. 

Mr. Peckitt 

„ R. Wilson 

Dr. Ainsworth 

Mr. G. H. Beynard 

D. Glasgow 

TABGET — B. 

T. Howitt 

O. Leefe 

Crayen 

8. Somes 

Dr. Horner 

TARGET — C- 

Mr. E. Rosher ., 

F. Boyes 

Kirkes 

G. Harrison 

P. ThairlweU ... 

TARGET — D. 

C. Reynard 

E. D. Salisbury 

J. Bradley , 

W. S. Lees 

H. S. Storey 

TARGET— E. 

J. Sanders , 

J. MitcheU 

J. Fisher , 

J. B. Wanklyn.. 

J. Hunton 

TARGET — F« 

Rev. O. Luard 

Mr. J. J. Flower 

C. Garnett 

"W. Stewart 

W. Starbuck .. 



n 



n 
»» 



» 
>» 






I) 



» 



it 



» 



Name of Shooter's 
Society. 



Thirsk Bowmen 

Darlington Archers ... 
Broughton Archers ... 
Vale of Mowbray A.... 
Salisbury A. Edmbro'. 



John o'Gaunt's B 

Richmond Archers . 

Hull Archers 

Fraternity St. George.. 
Hull Archers 



100 
Yds. 



i 



16 
6 
3 

13 
6 



Fraternity St. George.. 

Hull Archers /. 

John o'Gaunt's B 

Salisbury Archers 

Richmond Archers ... 

Vale of Mowbray A.... 

John o'Gaunt's B 

Bichmond Archers ... 
MiddUeton Archers ... 
Kingston Archers 



}> 



Wakefield Archers . 

Richmond Archers . 
Broughton Archers ... 
Richmond Archers . 

Sherwood Foresters ... 

York Archers 

Broughton Archers ... 
Broughton Archers ... 
Thirsk Bowmen 



15 
11 



1 

6 

10 



2 

8 
4 
3 

8 

10 

7 

10 

3 



76 
17 
19 
33 
14 



14 

63 
51 



7 

28 
30 



14 



18 
10 



2 
20 
14 

7 
36 

32 
35 
50 
17 



80 
Yds. 



16 
2 
9 
5 

16 



13 
17 



5 

11 

8 



72 
6 
39 
25 
68 



15 

49 
71 



15 
45 
34 



8 



13 
6 



10 
3 

19 
3 
1 



60 
Yds. 



i 



10 
7 
9 
5 

17 



11 

8 



11 

10 

5 



28 
35 
45 
27 
67 



25 

41 
46 



57 
32 



3 
37 
iO 

36 
13 
81 
15 
1 



27 
36 
15 



5 

3 

12 

11 

3 



I 



42 
14 
21 
23 
39 



12 

39 
36 



17 
27 
23 



21 
13 



10 

29 

5 

13 
7 
40 
45 
11 



24 
11 



2 

8 

9 

21 

17 

25 
13 
41 

17 
4 



9 

I 



O 



176 
58 

103 
85 

148 



54 



153 
168 



49 

109 

79 



25 

96 
55 



2 
20 
27 
73 
61 

81 

55 

171 

77 
12 



k2 



m 



76 



ANECDOTES OF ABCHEBT. 



YORK TARGET LIST— OOMTIHUBD. 



To 

Tds.lTds. 



T^ 



I 



1 

3 

4 
6 

] 
2 
3 
4 



1 
2 
3 

4 



Kame of Shooter. 



TAROBT — G. 

Col. Markham 

Mr. W. B. Smyth 

„ C. Croft 

„ Pike 

„ Muir ...t 

TARGET — H. 

), Caldcleugh 

,} R. G. Hubback ... 

,) Dlson 

„ W. Gray 

TAROBT— I. 

„ "W. H. Dawson ... 

„ E. Mantle 

„ I. Reynolds 

„ C. Wilkinson 

)) J. Bond 

TARGET — J. 

„ T. Bradshaw 

„ J. A. Tielens 

„ Gibson 

„ W. B. Drjden 

„ A. BeUetti 

TARGET — K. 

„ T. Bwarbreck 

„ T. Lambert 

J. Hutchons.. ....... 

„ J. Rider 

„ P. Wilkinson 

TARGET — L* 

^ S. Swann 

M H. Steward 

Rev. J. C. Pi£0t 

Mr. J. Wilson 

y, T. G. Dodson 

TARGET— M. 

„ W Swire 

„ E. Marr 

„ G. Milner 

„ G. Luard 

„ T. Bradley, jun.... 
TARGET — N • 

„ Forsyth 

„ J. Blundell 

Dr. Fleming 

Mr. G. Robinson 

Rev. E. Meyrick 

TARGET — O. 
Mr. R. Atkinson 

„ J. Baldwin 

Rev. J. Higg^nson 

Mr. G. Home 



Name of Shooter's 
Society. 



Royal Toxopholites ... 
Richmond Archers ... 

Salisbury Archers 

Salisbury Archers 

York Archers 

Thirsk Bowmen 

Fraternity St. George 
Thirsk Bowmen......... 



Thirsk Bowmen 

Fraternity St. George. 
Fraternity St. George. 

Neyill's Cross A 

John o'Gaunt's B 

Broughton Archers ... 
Fraternity St. George. 
St. Mungo A.} Glasgow 

Hull Archers 

Fraternity St. George. 

Thirsk Bowmen 

York Archers 

Fraternity St. George. 

Thirsk Bowmen 

Nevill's Cross A ,. 

York Archers 

York Archers 

Sherwood Foresters... 

York Archers 

Johno'Gaunt's B 

Richmond Archers ... 
Fraternity St. George. 

HuU Archers 

Sherwood Foresters ... 
Richmond Archers ... 

Fraternity St. George. 

Thirsk Bowmen 

Broughton Archers ... 
Richmond Archers ... 
Berkshire Archers ... 



John o'Gaunt's B 
Johno'Gaunt's B 

Thirsk Bowmen. 
York Arohers.... 



100 
Yds. 



i 



6 
10 
16 

2 
II 



20 
34 
64 
8 
&3 



17 
26 
9:23 
6 25 



2 

11 

5 
7 
S 
2 



15 

4 

4 

18 
2 



17 

4 
41 

17 

33 

20 

6 

7 

14 

19 

5 

15 

4 

14 

13 

14 

11 

33 

29 

3 



24 

14 

3 

65 

20 
18 

66 
12 






7 
10 

22 

1 

7 
8 
9 



3 

17 

6 

10 

18 

16 
15 

4 
12 

2 

6 

2 
17 

8 

7 



8 

9 
12 

11 

8 

7 

13 



15 
8 
9 

24 

1 
6 

21 
2 



21 
36 

80 

5 
21 
30 
33 



II 
59 
16 
38 
70 

56 
51 
12 
44 
2 

22 
8 
79 
46 
19 



26 

27 
42 

31 
28 
23 

49 



65 
40 
37 

76 

1 
24 

93 
6 



16 
10 

10 

6 
5 

8 

7 



5 
12 

8 
16 

7 

14 

19 

7 

9 

3 

12 
2 

19 
5 

10 



15 
6 
3 
2 

19 



6 

33 

32136 

2 
43 



58 
32 

34 



25 

17 
34 
35 



17 
44 
32 
62 
21 

44 

69 

15 

27 

7 

52 
6 

75 
11 
48 



42 

39 

15 

37 
21 

19 
41 



65 
16 
19 

8 
77 



1462 



11 

18 
25 
21 



8 
34 
14 
28 
36 

35 
41 
19 
23 
6 

22 
4 
41 
14 
22 

2 

22 

19 
21 

23 
20 
21 
23 



36 

16 

13 

2 

58 

5 
11 

53] 
4 



I 

■a 

■«.> 

o 
H 



20 

113 

132 

8 

167 

47 
64 
87 
93 



28 
120 

48 
104 
132 

117 
153 

47 
77 
16 

86 

14 

173 

62 

82 

4 
82 



79 
71 

79 
82 
71 
93 



154 

70 

59 

8 

218 

21 
43 

221 
18 



0Jr Those marked thus — were either not present, or did not shoot. 
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AWARD OF PRIZES. 

Ber. J. HigsinuQ QreUest grow won, 331 VaM, £65 

Bev.E. Hejriok.. Greatest number of hilB, GS Cup, £36 

Mr.PeckiK Second sreatest gross score, 176 Flate, £10 

Hi. Muir Second greatest number of bits, 13. ..Plate, £1D 

Mr, Peckitt 6 Golds ( Having alreadj taken priies, the prize 

n . n. . . „ . . < fartDeKteuestDumberoibilauitiie 

Rev. J. HiggiiHOQ i Golds ( g^j^ ,£ awarded lo 

Mr! D. Glasgow... 1 Golds Plate, £10 

Mr. J. Bluodell... Most ceutral bit of the day Cnp, £16 

Mr. Gibson Host ceotral hit at 100 fards £4 4s. 

Hr. W. Graj, jun. Most ceotral bit at BO yards £3 8b. 

Mr. P. WilkiiuoD. Most ceatral hit at 60 yards £3 3s. 

Mi. G. fiobinsou.. Lowest seore Wooden Spoon 

The following is an engraving of Uie principal prize, which 
was given at this meeting, viz., a vase, valued at .£65, and won 
by the Rev. J. Higgineoa, uf Thormanbj, near Thirsk, as 
above stated. 



Such was the great Archery meeting held at York, in 1&44 — 
a meeting which excited more interest tium cas posBibl? be 
imagined, and which has rOnsed the dormant spirit of man; 
individnals, tuid given rise to soTertJ sedeties of Archers, whirli 
otiierwiie would nerw hare been formed. 

In conclusion, a brief deseription of the last annuaj meeting 
of the EUwiniung Papmgo Society of Archers, may not be fbond 
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aninteresting, inasmuch as that society can claim greater 
antiquity than any similar institution in Scotland — ^it may be, in 
England. The meeting was held on Monday, the 26th of August^ 
1844^ when, as ihe weather was highly propitious, there was a 
large attendance of visitors. The Archers mustered, about ten 
o'clock, at the EgUngton Arms Inn, Kilwinning, and marched, 
in procession, to a piece of ground, adjoining the old and 
dilapidated abbey^ — once the pride and glory of the Popish 
hierarchy in the west of Scotland. The number of bowmen, 
who came forward to participate in the exciting competition, 
was twenty. The following are their names, arranged 
according to their success : — 

Mr. Jamieson, Ladyside, Kilbimie 13 

Mr. White, Irvine Academy 12 

Mr. Tennant, Glasgow 8 

Mr. Knox, Kelyingrove, Glasgow 6 

Mr. M. Brown, Glasgow ... 6 

Mr. John Brown, Glasgow 4 

Mr. Watt, Glasgow 3 

Mr. Patrick, Dairy 3 

Mr. George Brown, Glasgow ' 3 

Mr. G. Fullarton, of Fullsurton 2 

Dr. Christie, Dairy 2 

Mr. G. Johnstone, Redbum 2 

Mr. Kerr, Glasgow 2 

Mr. H. Brown, Glasgow 2 

Mr. Dodds, Glasgow 2 

Capt. Reid, Dalgarven «. ... 1 

Mr. Pringle... ... ... ... ••• •.. 1 

Mr. Gray, Glasgow 

Mr. W. Miller, MonkcasUe 

Mr. Fleming, Glasgow 

The shooting continued until twelve o'clock, when Mr. 
Jamieson, of Kilbimie, was declared victor, he having shot 
one a-head of Mr. White, of Irvine. The prize was a pair of 
very handsome silver wine sliders, provided by Mr. Tassie, of 
Glasgow. This concluded the shooting at the butts ; and the 
Archers retraced their steps to the Eglington Arms Inn, to 
the spirit-stirring strains of the Kilwinning band ; where, after 
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disposing^ of some private matters pertaining to the society, 
the members again emerged into the open air, at one o'clock, 
and, after forming themselves into procession, walked in a 
body to the churchyard, (the silver arrow and medals, as 
usual, being carried in front), to shoot at the popinjay — a 
wooden figure of a bird, filed at the end of a staff, on the 
highest turret of the tower. Upwards of forty gentlemen 
took part in the engaging recreation, among whom, in 
addition to the gentlemen whose names are previously 
mentioned, were W. C. Patrick, Esq., of Ladyland ; Colonel 
M'Alister, of Kennox ; C. S. M'Alister, Esq., of Kennox ; 
Major Martin, of Ardrossan ; A. M'Dougall RaJston, Esq., of 
Warwick Hill; Mr. Reid, W. S., of Grange HiU; Mr. Hope, 
W. S., of Edinburgh ; John B. Gray, Esq., of Cranberrymoss, 
&c., &c. The utmost enthusiasm and good humour prevailed 
among the gallant bowmen, who seemed to regard the favors 
bestowed for successful points with all the pride and 
satisfaction of the chivalric knights in days of yore, 
when crowned by *' ladye-love. " The shooting at the 
popinjay continued until four o'clock^ when the Archers, and 
their friends, including a large number of ladies, retired to the 
Mason's Hall, where a sumptuous dinner had been provided. 
After dinner the Archers returned to the tower, to shoot for 
the Captaincy for the year. The popinjay was now set up, 
loose, when six competitors entered the lists, to contest the 
honor of bearing off the silver arrow, and after a short but 
hard contest, victory was declared in favor of Charles Reed, 
Esq., W. S., younger, of Grange Hill. A simultaneous shout, 
from the bystanders, announced that the bird had fallen from 
the lofty eminence, and the bells struck up a merry peal to 
swell the notes of victory. The new Captain, invested vdth 
the insignia, supported by Capt. Boyle and Capt. Patrick, and 
followed by all the Archers, proceeded to the Cross, where, 
according to annual custom, they danced several Scotch 
reels, and concluded the shooting by drinking numerous healths. 
A ball took place in the evening, when ''all went merry as 
a marriae^e bell," and the conviviality was continued until the 
shades of night were dispelled by the approach of Aurora, 
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decked in her fleetest ganneot of light, when the P>tj 
separated nntU another "circUng jemr" ahall lift*e passed 
to cbU them together mgaia : — 

" Thm Ui* Archeri usemblcd, ig^n trill be MBn, 
With Uieit quinri ud bovti, and their tumtnts or gteto ; 
Not to deil ODt (UslruoUoD, lik* Archeri of old. 
But Iheir HTows to fl. in thB cirole of gold. 
And to ihow t« >p«Utori what iklll cm de>iie, 

Tbiu bare we seen, in the lapse of time, one of Che most 
dangerODS and destructive weapons of war lud aside, to make 
room for a norel inieatioa; and English Archerj, once the 
terror of foreign enemies, now changed into a pleasing, 
elegant, and healthful amusement. Mair we not wish for a 
similar alteration, with regard to ererj other instrument 
invented for the dogthiction of men ; and hope for the arrival 
of those peaceful days, so beabtifulij described b; the poet ! 
" No more Iball uitioa ftgainat lution risA, 
Not udeot warriors mset nitli hateful «;«; 
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'H£ following may be considered as correct a iist as can 
possibly be obtained, of the yarious Societies of Archers, 
at present in ecsistencey the particulars req>eoting which will 
be found arranged, in alphabetical order, in the succeeding 
pages : — 

Albyn Archers — Edinburgh. 

Archers of the White Rose — York. 

Beverley Archers — ^Beverley. 

Bowmen of the Border — Kelso. 
• Broughton Archers — ^Broughton, Manchester. 

Carisbrook Archers — Isle of Wight. 

Cheetham Hill Bowmen-^Cheetham, Manchester. 

Dairy Archers — ^Dalry, Scotland* 

Darlmgton Archers-^Darlington. 

East Berks Archers — Reading. 

Forester's Archery Society — ^Horsham. 

Fraternity of St. George — London. 

Glasgow Archers Society — Glasgow. 

Heath Common Archers-^Wakefield. 

Herefordshire Bow Meeting — ^Hereford. 

Hull Archers — ^Hull. 

Irrine Toxopholites — ^Iryine, Ayrshire. 

John O'Gaunt's Bowmen — Lancaster^ 

KUbimie Archers — Scotland. 

Kilwinning Archers — Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 

Kingston Archers-^Hull, 

Leslie and Wotton Archery So<»ety. 
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bCddleton Archers — Middletoii, Haocbester. 

Mount VeFDOD Archers — LiTerpool. 

Nerille's Croas Archera — Durfaam. 

New College Archen — Oxford. 

Old Sarom Archen — Sftlubnrf. 

Outwood Bangen— Wakefield. 

Partiok Archen — ParUok, Olaagow. 

Perth Archer*— Perth, Perthshire. 

FiUdngtoD Archen — Prestwich, Lancashire. 

Queen's Park Archers— Brighton. 

Qneen's St. Leonard's Archers — Hastings. 

Richmond Archers — Richmond, Yorkshire. 

lUchmond Archers — Uverpool. 

Royal Archers of Scotland — Edinburgh. 

Royal British Bowmen — Flintshire. 

Royal Toxopholites — London. 

Salisbury Archers — Edinburgh. 

ScortoD Archen — Scorton, near lUchmond. 

Sherwood Foresten— Mottii^hamshire. 

Sonth Saxon Archers — Lewes. 

St. John's College Arohers — Oxford. 

St. Mnngo Archers — Glasgow. 

Think Bowmen— Thirsk, Yorkshire. 

Tozopholites of West Kent — Orareeend, London. 

Vale f£ Mowbray Archers — Bedale. 

West Berkshire Archers. 

West Essex Archers. 

Woodmen of Arden — Warwickshire. 

York Archers — York. 



I of the undermentioned socieUes beins 
exceedingly doubtful, the writer has thought it better to 
arrange them mider a distinct bead, although the probability 
is that they bare long since ceased to exist. They are as 
follow ; — 

Archen of the Abbey of Bury St. Edmunds. 

Ardrossan Archers — Ardrossan, Scotland. 

Beulah Spa Archers— Norwood, London. 
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Brompton Archers. 

Bebington Archers — Cheshire. 

Gwent Bowmen. 

Linlithgow Archers— Scotland. 

Preston Archers— Preston^ Lancashire. 

Rochferry Archers'—Cheshire. 

Tottenham Archers— London. 



Haying thus given lists of the Existing and Doubtful 
Societies, the writer will proceed to detail the names of those 
that '' have been and are not/* or, in other words, those which 
may fairly be considered defunct, in consequence of all letters 
addressed to them having been returned, through the medium 
of the Dead Letter Office, with the ominous superscription of 
*' not knoum," The following is the melancholy catalogue : — 

Archers of Archenfield — ^Hereford. 

Aycliffe Archers — ^Durham. 

Bamsdale Archers — ^Doncaster. 

Blackmoor Foresters — Essex. 

Bowmen of Chevy Chase — ^Morpeth. 

Bownien of Chevy Chase — ^Newcastle. 

Bowmen of Chevy Chase — Town-moor, Northumberland. 

Cambridge Bowman, — Cambridge. 

Cherwell Archers— -Oxford. 

Clapham Archers — London. 

Derbyshire Archery Society. 

Doncaster Archers — Doncaster. 

Dublin Archers — Ireland. 

East Somersetshire Archers. 

Finsbury Archers — London. 

Hainhalt Foresters — Essex. 

Hatfield Archers — Hertfordshire. 

Jersey Archers — Isle of Jersey. 

John O'Gaunt's Bowmen — London. 

Kentish Rangers — ^Blackheatb, London. 

Loval Archers — ^Lewisham. 

Meath Archers — Ireland. 
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MnllnJinm ForwteTg — WUtalure. 

HercUn Bowmen — Coventry. 

Mersej Bowmen — lirerpool. 

Musselburgh Arcben — Monslbnrgh, Edinbnrgb. 

Ne«dwood Forestan — Stafforddiire. 

Robin Hood's BowmMi — Gloaceater. 

RiMa Hood's Bowmen — Highgato, London. 

Boy»l Kentiah Bowmen — Dartford, Kent. 

Selwood Foresters — Somersetshire. 

Southampton Archers^Sonthtuapton. 

Staffordshire Bowmea.-~Stafford. 

Stoke Leigh Camp Arohers — ^neor Bristol. 

Stoarfaead Arohers — Staffordshire. 

St. George's Bowmen — Lewisham, Surrey. 

Surrey Bowmen — Feokham. 

Teuoeiian Society of Archen — Tewkesbury. 

United Soraety of Archers — Cannock Chase, Steffi 

WeUeebonme Archers — Hastings. 

West Somerset Arcbers. 

Wharfdale Arohers— OHey. 

fnndsor Archers — Windsor. 

Woodmen of Homsey — BCddle«ex. 

Torkddre Archers. 



)parttmlar0 



OF 



€xistm% %odttm of ^rtljerff. 



^Ibgn 1Xxc\)tt0, 



(EdiTiburgh.) 




'HE Albyn Archers' Society was instituted in the year 
1833« since which period it has oontinned to prosper. 

The most noble the Marqtds of Hnntly, is Captain-General of 

the society. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The members are nmnerons in 
Edinburgh^ and there is a branch of the society at Inverary, 
who shoot in the park^ mider the patronage of the Duke of 
Argyle. 

Costume. — Green tartan (42nd) tunic ; Glengarry bonnet, 
with members' crest, and feather ; white trowsers in summer, 
and 42nd tartan trowsers in winter. 

Pbizes. — There are six prizes, all of which are shot for 
annually, and held by the winner for one year, who then 
appends his name to it on a dlyer daiBp. The winner keeps 
the prize until it is taken from him by superior shooting. The 
prizes, wUch are ell silver, consist of three medals, an arrow, 
a bugle horn, and a St. Andrew's Cross, in relief, on a massive 
medal. 
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BnLsg. — The following are the rolw and regnlhtiom of the 
ilbyn Archers, corrected to the 1st of April, 1836 : — 



I. That the body shall be called Tbb Albih Asohebs. 

II. That the ol^ects of the bodj shall be the eucourBgement 
and promation of the practice of Archery. 

III. That its funds shall be applied, sAer defraying incidental 
expenses, to its specific objects, at euoh time, and in snch way, 
aa the stated General Meetings, on report of the Committee of 
Management, shall direct. 

' q/' conducting 

I. That the Office Bearen shall contiat of a Captain-Oeseral, 
a Captain, Lientenant, and a Field Captain, and First and 
Second Field Ueatenants, and a Secretary, who shall also act 



II. That the Office Bearers shaU be elected aimaally, at the 
General Meeting, on the third Wednesday of November. 

m. That there shall be a Committee of Management also 
elected annually, at the sud General Meeting;, for conducting 
the ordinary tnidness of the body, in which all motions, 
regarding its interests, most bo originated. The Conmittee 
to conMst of eight members, besides the Office Bearers, who 
shaU be nco^eio Members of this Committee. Three Members 
to (ioosUtnte a guontm. 

IV. That the Secretary shall beep a minute book, in which 
the transaclJons of the body shall be regularly inserted ; and 
shall keep a cash-book, in which his introoiissions, as 
Treasurer, shall be entered. 

V. That the mmnte book shall be laid before the stated 
Meetings of Committee, and the General Meetiogs. 

VI. That the Comntitteo shall, prior to the General Meeting 
in November, andit annually the Secretary's books and 
accounts, make the necessary arrangements for the General 
Meetings, and UeeUngs for practice of Archery, and the time 
and place of Shooting, and Priies to be shot for j and prepare 




and lay regular Reports of the proceedings, and a state of the 
funds of the body, before the Annual General Meeting. 

VII. That all motions intended to be brought before the 
Committee of Management, and all incidental communications, 
shall, in the first instance, be transmitted to the Secretary, 
and shall by him be laid before the Committee, at the first 
subsequent Meeting. That the Committee shaU, at the 
meeting held by them next alter the motion has thus been 
brought before them, resume consideration, and dispose of it, 
and their determination shall be final, unless over-ruled by the 
first General Meeting held thereafter. 

3. — Admission of Members. 

I. That Candidates for Admission must be proposed by one 
and seconded by another member. That the admission shall 
be by ballot at General Meetings, or at the Ordinary Meetings 
for field practice, eight days' notice being given before a 
ballot takes place. That two black balls shall exclude. 

II. That henceforth the entry-money shall be a guinea and 
a half; the annual contribution, half-a-guinea ; and the 
redemption money, five guineas, including entry-money and 
annual contribution ; but for members already admitted, the 
redemption money shall be three guineas. 

III. That the entry-money and first year's subscription 
shall be paid by each new member within one month after 
admission, under penalty of exclusion } and the annual 
subscription shall be payable on or before the 1st day of 
April, for the year ensuing. That no member in arrear shall be 
entitled to vote at any meeting, or shoot for any prize ^iand 
any member resident in Scotland, who shall permit his annual 
subscription to run two years in arrear, shall be liable, at a 
General Meeting, to be struck off the roll of members ; but 
may be restored on paying up his arrears. 

4. — Meetings of the Office Bearers, and General Meetings, 

I. That there shall be a stated General Meeting of the body 
annually, on the third Wednesday of November. 

II. That there shall be monthly stated Meetings of the 
Committee, on the last Saturday of every month. 
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III. That the Secretary may, of his own accord, and Bhall, 
on requisition of three of the members, call pro re naia 
General Meetings when thought necesaary. 

IV. That there shaU be stated meetings for the practice of 
Archery, every Wednesday and Saturday throughout the 
year, weather permitting. 

6,^^Field RegiUations and Shooting Rules. 

I. That there shall be an uniform for the members of the 
body, according to a description in the hands of the Secretary. 

II. That no member shall be allowed to shoot for any prize, 
unless he appears dressed in full uniform. 

III. That at all meetings for practice, each member shall 
wear his belt, carrying his arrows in the same, beneath his 
right arm, without which he will not be permitted to shoot. 

IV. That no prize shall be shot for, unless there be five 
competitors. 

V. That provided the prescribed number of competitors 
does not come forward on a prize day, or that the weather 
shall prevent the prizes being shot for on the day appointed, 
such prize shaU be shot for on the succeeding Saturday, due 
notice of the postponement being given to the regular shooting 
members. 

VI. That on the occasion of prizes being shot for, two 
members shall be chosen Judges, and, in case of a dUGPerence 
of opinion, any person, not being a competitor, appointed by 
the Judges present, shall be umpire, and his decision final. 

VII. That a prize shall be shot for on the last Saturday of 
May, and of every succeeding month, until the whole prizes 
shall be disposed of. That the selection of prizes, and the 
distances and number of ends at which they are to be con- 
tested, shall be determined at a General Meeting, or by the 
Committee of Management, two weeks' previous notice being 
always given of the time and place of shooting, to the regular 
shooting members. 

VIII. That every member present in the field shaU be 
provided with a bow, in order to be qualified to shoot for a 
prize, and he shaU not use the bow of another member, except 
in the event of an accident to his own bow, or the string. 






EX. Tliat ererj member shall carry an Areher'9 pair ti 
arrows, on which there shall be a distiagmshmg mark ; and he 
shall be deprired of the right to oovnt any arrow not ao 
marked; in the ereat of disputes. 

X. That the members shall shoot two and two, each shooter 
going off by the right hand, and rovnd the target^ after 
delivering his arrow. 

XI. That any member, when he is delirering his arrow, 
maj adranoe two bow-lengths in front of the target. 

XII. That any member who diaU draw an arrow befbre the 
end has been determined by the Jvdges, shall forfeit his right 
to count for soch arrow. 

XIII. That 12 ieet shaH be tite cooiting cBstaBce when the 
shooting is above 160, or between fliat distance and 140 yards ; 
and 18 feet, when the (diootimg cBstance is above 140 yards.* 

XIV. That if an arrow break in strHdng the target or thto 
ground, it may be measured from the nearest piece that has 
wood and head, or wood and feather. 

XV. That should there happen any mistake, such as nocking 
amiss, &c., the arrow may be shot again, if it can be reached 
with the bow ; if it fly further, it is a shot. 

XYI. That, in revk^, aH arrows breaking the oaavast, shall 
reckon two points each, without reference to which is nearest 
the centre. 

XVII. That, in shooting at 100 yards, each arrow striking 
the target shall reckon one, and a gold two; and no arrow 
shall count that does not stick in the target ; and each arrow 
striking at the same time two circles, where they join. Shall 
count as in the circle furthest from the centre. 

XVIII. That two or more members, equal at the last end, 
shall shoot one or more prize ends. 

XIX. That, at meetings for practise, it shall be the duty of 
the Senior Field Officer present to determine the distances, 
and number of ends to be shot, and decide all questions that 
may arise during Shooting. But should any dissatisfaction be 
expressed by any member, he is entitled to demand that the 
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matter be put to the rote of the members present ; and, in the 
event of an equality of votes^ the Senior Field Officer present 
shall have a casting vote, besides bis vote as an ordinary member. 

XX. That perfect silence shall be obserred when any 
member is in the act of shooting ; and no member shall stand 
behind the target^ when another is shootings if there be a 
marker on the field. 

6.^0ener€U Rule. 

That any of the said Roles may be altered, amended, or 
repealed, and additional Rules enacted, at the General Meeting 
in November, or at a pro re ncUa meeting, provided two 
months' notice of such alterations or additions being to be 
proposed, shall be given by the proposer to the Secretary, for 
the purpose of being by him laid before the Committee of 
Management, and that such alterations or additions shall have 
been recommended by the Committee, (after deliberation by 
them,) at least one month before the said A" ?^"'^^ General 
Meeting, or pro re nata meeting. 



C^rcl)er0 o( tl)e Wi\)xk Uost. 



(York,) 




^HIS Society was established in 1844, by a number of 
gentlemen resident in York and its neighbourhood ; and, 
although so recently formed, it bids fair shortly to become 
one of the most flourishing societies in the county. 

Motto. — " Concordia Crescimus,^* 

Number of Mehbbbs. — Upwards of thirty. 

Costume. — For an account of the Costume, which is a very 
beautiful one, see Rule XXIX. 

PjiizES. — The Prizes of the society are a gold arrow, a 
silver bugle, a silver medal, and a wooden spoon. 

Rules. — The subjoined are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Society of Archers, called " The Abchebs of the Whitb 
Rose." 
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I. That the society bd called ''Thx Abchxbs ov ths 
White Rose." 
II> That the motto of thd society be ''Concordia Creicimus, 

III. That an infiaential nobleman or gentleman, resident 
in York, or its yicinity, be requested to become the President 
of this society, who shall retain the title during his pleasure. 

IV. That the management of the society be entrusted to a 
Committee, to be elected annually, to consist of the President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Captain, Lieutenant, and Ensign, and 
four other gentlemen, to be chosen from the members, at the 
Annual Meeting. 

y» That all members shall be elected by ballot, at any 
meeting of the Committee of this society ; but no ballot shall 
take place, unless, at least, five members be present; two 
black balls to exclude. 

VI. That no person, being black-balled, shall be proposed 
again, during the same season. 

VII. That the funds of this society shall be raised by an 
annual subscription of one guinea, for gentlemen, and half-a- 
guinea, for ladies ; such funds to be applied in defraying 
the incidental expenses of the society. 

VIII. That such annual subscriptions shall be paid to the 
Treasurer, on or before the first day of October, in each 
year ; and that no member be allowed to shoot, whose 
subscription or fines are unpaid. 

IX. That meetings, for the practice of Archery, be held 
every evening, during the months of May, June, July, August, 
and September ; the targets to be pitched at six o'clock ; 
except Wednesday, when the targets shall be pitched at three 
o'clock ; and, on every Monday and Wednesday, during the 
months of October, November, December, January, February, 
March, and April ; the targets to be pitched, during the first 
and two last-named months, at three o'clock ; and during the 
intermediate months, at two o'clock, p.m. ; when the weather 
shall permit. 

X. That at the shootings on Wednesday, throughout the 
year, any shooting member, not present, shall be fined 
sixpence ; such fines to be applied to the funds of the society. 
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XI. That meetiDgi be held en KnaTesnure, -without 
Micklegate Bar^ until further notice. 

XII. That the meetings, held on the last Wednesday, in 
each month, during the months of March, April, May, June, 
July, August, September, and October, be termed monthly 
meeting, with the exception of May, when such meeting 
shall be held on the 29th. 

XIII. That a Committee meeting shall be held immediately 
after the shootiug, on the last Wednesday, in each month, as 
well as on the 29th of May. 

Xiy. That all shooting members, with the exception of 
clergymen, shall be required to appear in full costume, on all 
such monthly meetings, under a penalty of one shilUug. 

Xy. That the prizes of the society shall consist of a gold 
arrow, siWer bugle, a silver medal, and a wooden spoon. 

XVI. That a Grand Annual Field Day be held on the 29th 
day of May, in each year, when the prizes of the society shall 
be shot for. No Archer, with the exception of clergymen, to 
be allowed to shoot, unless in the eostume of this society, or 
in that of some other club. 

XVII. That, at such Annual Field Day, the Archer who 
scores the highest number^ shall obtain the gold arrow, and 
be styled Captain of the Society, until the annual meeting 
following ; and, in yirtue of his office, shall take precedence, - 
be the sole arbitrator in all matters of dispute or doubt which 
shall arise, in respect or during the ^me of shooting, his 
decision being final. It shall also be his duty to enforce the 
rules and regulations of the society, and to see that every 
member acts in conformity thereto. 

XVIII. That the Archer who shall score the greatest 
number of hits, shall obtain the silver bugle, and be termed 
the Lieutenant of the Society ; and, in the absence of the 
Captain, shall be entitled to take precedence, have the same 
powers, and fulfil his duties. 

XIX. That the Archer who shall obtain the most central 
hit, shall be entitled to the silver medal, and shall be styled 
Ensign of the Society, and, in the absence of the Captain and 
Lieutenant, shall be vested with the same powers. 




XX. That the Archer who shall have the least score, shall 
be entitled to the wooden spoon, and keep possession of the 
same, until the next Annual Field Day. 

XXI. That no indiyidual shall take more than one prise. 

XXIL That if three or more members shall wish to shoot 
at the targets of the society, they. shall be allowed to do so, 
whenever they please, by obtaining leave of the Captain. 

XXIII. That every Archer shall have a distiagviishing mark 
on his arrows; or, otherwise, no arrow shall be aUowed to count. 

XXIV. That, inasmuch as Archery is a laudable and 
innocent exercise, if any member, during the time of shooting, 
do swear, or use any oath, he shall subject himself to be fined 
one shilling, for every such offence. 

XXV. That all wagering and betting^ be put down, as 
contrary to the spirit of this society. All bets made to be 
forfeited to the funds of this society. 

XXVI. That if any member refuse to comply with the rules 
of the society, he idiall subject himself to expulffion ; but shall 
only be expelled from the society, by a minority of the 
members, at any general meeting. 

XXVII. That the Annual Meeting, for the election of the 
Officers of this society, shall be held on the first day of October. 

XXVIII. That all fines be paid to the Treasurer, to be by 
him disposed of, as the Committee shall determine. 

XXIX. That the uniform of the society shall consist of a 
single-breasted frock coat, of green cloth (as per pattern 
produced), saade to fasten up to the coUar, with frog buttons^ 
and braided over the chest, with a silver rose on the left 
breast ; black trousers, with a green stripe down each side ; 
waist belt, fastened by a broad silver buckle ; black patent 
leather bracer, and arrow pouch ; green worsted tassel ; horn ; 
a green velvet hat, with broad flipe turned up over the^right 
eye, by a silver cord and button, and a green and a white 
feather. 
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(Beverley.) 

^HE Beverley Archers have ceased to be regarded as a 
Society of Bowmen. A few amateurs, however, stfll 
remain, who occasionally assemble to shoot, but they appear 
to have no rules, costume, or prizes. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped, that a revival may shortly take place in this interesting 
town, and that the defunct society will rise, like a Phcenix 
from its ashes, purified from all its defects, and resolved to 
pursue a far more brilliant and lasting career. 




Bowmen of tl)e iSorber- 

(Kelso.) 

'HE Bowmen of the Border are a very old and interesting 
society, having been established on the 26th of September, 
1788. This society continued to flourish, and was kept up 
with great spirit, until about the year 1830, when, from several 
concurring causes, the meetings gradually feU off, and few have 
been held since that period. The society, however, is not 
dissolved, and it is expected that the present members will 
shortly adopt such measures as shall be the means of restoring 
it to its pristine prosperity. The most noble the Marquis of 
Lothian was first Captain, and Sir George Douglas, Bart., of 
Spring^ood Park, was second Captain. 

The members of this society are honorary members of the 
Royal Company of Archers, Edinburgh, (Queen's Body 
Guard,) as will be seen from the following diploma : — 

Royal Company ofArchere,to Sir James Pringle,3art.,ofStUchell, 
First Captain; William Dickson, Esquire, of Sydenham, 
Second Captain ; and the other Members of the Company or 
Society of Archers, called the "Bowmen of the Border." 

The Royal Company of Archers, constituted by Charter, under the 

Great Seal of Scotland, 

Send Greeting, 
The Council of the Royal Company, having taken into due 
consideration the great utility of a fiiendly connection and corres- 




pondence among the several societies established ia Great Britain, 
for promoting and cultivating the ancient and noble art of Archery *» 
and being particularly desirous of conferring any marlc of esteem 
in the power of the Royal Company, upon the Society of the Bowmen 
of the Border— Bo hereby, in name and behalf of the said Royal 
Company, give, ^frant, and commit, to the said Sir James Fringle, 
and William Dickson, First and Second Captains, and their 
successors in office, and to all and each of the Members of the 
Society of the Bowmen of the Border, fuil and free liberty and 
permission of exercising and practising the noble and ancient Art 
of Archery, either at butts or rovers, witbin the properties belong- 
ing to the said Royal Company, at all times — And hereby order 
and require all and each of their markers, officers, and servants, to 
give idl and each of the said Society of the Bowmen of the Border, 
free access and admission to their grounds and territories, when 
required. And furttier, they will and ordain, that in case any of 
the Members of the said Society of the Bowmen of the Border, 
shall at any time hereafter incline to become Members of the 
Royal Company, he or they shall be entitled to be balloted for 
per tcUium, without the accustomed previous recommendation or 
trial of the Judges. 

Given under the Seal of the Royal Company, at their Hall, near 
Edinburgh, the first day of November, in the 29th year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the Third, dec, 
and in the year of our Lord 1788. 

And in regard the said Sir James Pringle is at present president 
of the council of the said Ro^al Company. These presents are 
subscribed by four of the ordmary members of the council as a 
quorum, and by the joint secretaries. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The number of Members is limited 
to eighty, and the present number is twenty-seven. The total 
number, however, admitted from the formation of the society, 
to the present time, is one hundred and ninety-five. 

Costume. — The Costume of the society, in 1788^ was a blue 
cloth single breasted frock, with black velvet cape, yellow 
metal buttons, with an arrow in flight engraved upon them, and 
a buff vest and breeches ; a round hat with a gold loop and 
button over the right eye, and black feather. In 1789, it was 
determined that the color of the coat should be altered from 
blue to green, with an arrow embroidered in golJ upon a 
black velvet cape, and a yellow button, with an arrow engraved 
thereon ; the vest and breeches to be buff. Since then, the 
Costume has again been changed, and a description of the 
present dress will be found by referring to Rule XVI. 

Pbizes. — Unknown. 

Rules. — The following are the constitution and regulations 
of the Society of the Bowmen of the Border. 



1, — Number of Members, 

1. The number of members shall be restricted to Eighty, 
under the command of a First and Second Captain, chosen 
am&uaUj; and that as soon as the roll shall be filled up with that 
number, no more shall be admitted until a yacancjr oceur. 

2. — Election of Members, 

n. Any gentleman wishing to bec«me a member of this 
society, shall communicate his desire to a member, by whom 
he must be proposed ; and this nwtion must be seconded by 
another member, at a meeting, at least, one month preyious 
to that at which the election shall take place. 

III. Every election shall be carried by ballot. One black 
ball shall cause the candidate to be rejected, if the meeting 
consists of twelve members, and not less than five ; but H the 
meeting consists of more than twelve members, two black balls 
shall, at least, be requisite to reject him. Should there be less 
than five members present, the election must be postponed till 
next meeting. 

IV . The candidates on the list shall be balloted for in the ordet 
of priority in which they have been proposed ; and in the event 
of a candidate being rejected, one year must elapse from the 
date of his rejection, before he can be again proposed. 

3. — Honorary Members and Visitors, 

y. The President and Council of the Company of Royal 
Archers, shall be honorary members of this society. 

y I. The First and Second Captains are authorized to invite any 
Officers who shall be quartered in Kelso, or the neighbourhood, 
and their shares of expense shall be paid from the general fund. 

yil. Any member of the society may ii^oduce a friend at 
a meeting, on paying his club. 

4. — Funds of the Society, and the A^pplicaUcn 6f ijiem, 

yill. Every member on his admission must pay five guineas 
to the general funds; and besides this, he must pay an annual 
contribution of one guinea, so long as he continues a member 
of ihe society. The time of payment to be at the October 
mooting ; and any gentleman who enters the society at any 



' 



MHMMM 



ANECDOTES OP AROHfiBY. fff 

m 

time of the year, shall, nerertheless, pay the full amount of a 
year's gubscriptiou^ at the October succeeding his admtsskm. 

IX. Every member who allows his •ubseription to lie oT^r 
for five years, shall be declared snpersededy if, ti^n a written 
application by the Secretary* he shoidd not pay up his afrMtn^ 
(unless such member shall be abs^it from the ecwntry on olril, 
military, or naral serrice) but such member, on paying the 
whole arrears from his last payment to the time of his 
re-admissioB, may, on application, (should there be a vacancy 
at the time) be re-admitted without ballot, providing always 
that there is no new candidate proposed ; for a new candidate 
shall always have the privilege of a ballot, in preference to an 
old member being re-admitted, as before mentioned. 

X. The meeting on the King's birth-day shall be considered 
as a public day, the expense of which shall be paid out of the 
general ftmd. 

XI. A table shall be provided each meeting day, at half- 
past four o*clock, for twelve members, at four shillings per 
head $ and in the erent of fewer than twelve members 
attending, the landlord shall be paid for th6 absentees out of 
the funds of the society. 

XII. The liquors are to be purchased out of the funds of 
the society, and to be kept in a cellar aj^ropriated for this 
use alone. The wines shall consist of Port, Sherry, Claret^ 
and Madeira. 

XIII. The bill shall be caUed every evening, at seven 
o'clock. 

XrV. The landlord shall be paid one shilling and sixpence, 
for every bottle of vdne that is drawn during the meeting ; 
and each member shall pay his proportion of the expense that 
is incurred before calling the bill ; but, if anything be drunk 
after calling the bill, the landlord's profit upon this shall be 
paid out of the fimds of the society. 

5. — Timei of Meeting* 

XV. The chiys of meeting shall be on the first Thursday 
after the 10th of January ; the first Thursday of May, July» 
August, September, October, and November 3 Und on the 
King's birth-day each year. 
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6. — Uniform, 

XVI. The color of the coat, worn by the members, shall be 
dark green, with a black yelret cape ; the buttons to be gilt, 
and to have the letters B. B. embossed npon them. The coat 
shall be double breasted $ and eyery member shall appear in 
uniform, at the meetings, imder a penalty of five shillings, 
unless a sufficient reason be sustained. 

XVII. The first and second captains shall take the chair on 
the Sling's birth-day, and at the annual meeting in October ; 
and, at the other days of meeting, the chairman of the day 
shall nominate a chairman and croupier for the ensuing 
meeting. 

7. — Practice of Archery, 

That butts, at one hundred feet distance from each other, be 
erected in some convenient place in Kelso ; and that a proper 
field in the neighbourhood be inspected, most conyeniently 
situated for roying shooting. 

That each member of this society provide himself with bows 
and arrows, suitable for both butt and roving shooting. 

That, at all times, the marks and butts shall be at the 
command of each member. 

That the game at butts shall be thirteen of the best shots ; 
and the game at rovers shall be seven of the best shots. 

That the arrows shall be delivered within four bow lengths 
of the mark or clout, in roving shooting, and not more than 
one pace from the mark in butt shooting. 

That no arrow shall count, at roving shooting, if it is more 
than four bow lengths from the centre of the mark ; and no 
arrow shall count at butt shooting, if it is more than one 
arrow length from the centre of the mark. 

That every member, who shoots on a meeting day, shall pay 
the marker, or the person who takes care of the company's 
marks, or clouts, &c., sixpence ; on other days, payment to be 
left to the discretion of the shooter. 

That no bets at shooting shall exceed sixpence at one time. 
The souter to pay double. 
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CBroughton, Manehuier,) 




|H£ Society of the Broughton Archers is unquestionably 
one of the greatest antiquity in the '^ broad reahne of 
Englande^" for it appears, from Thoresby'sDueatiM Leodiensu, 
that it existed prior to the Usurpation, which took phice more 
than two hundred years ago. During the Utst generation, the 
Earl of 1/niton, Sir Ashton Lever, and other gentlemen of their 
class, were members of it, and it is now composed of the elite 
of the parish of Manchester. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — This society now contains about 
half a score honorary members, and sixteen shooting members. 

Pbizes Ann ITmivobm. — The prizes and uniform have, 
unfortunately, not been communicated to the writer, and, 
therefore, he is precluded the pleasure of describing them to 
the public. 

Rules.— .The annexed are the roles of the Broughton 
Archers. 

I. The number of members shaQ not exceed twenty. 

II. The annual subscription shall be fire guineas, and eyery 
member shall pay fiye shillings each day of meeting, if 
present. 

III. New members shall be elected by ballot, not fewer than 
eight members to be present, two black balls to exclude ; and 
no person shall be ballotted for, whose name has not been 
proposed by a member, as a candidate, at least a fortnight 
preyious to the ballot. The candidates shaQ be ballotted for 
in rotation, beginning with the first name on the list. 

IV. The Friday in Easter Week shall be the anniversary of 
this society, and the meetings shall be continued every 
succeeding Friday, (that in the race week excepted) till the 
second Friday in October. 

y. No new rules or regulations shall be proposed except on 
the anniversary ; on which day the treasurer shall produce his 
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accounts, the lady patroAess shall be chosen, and the treasurer 
and other o^c^a aj^ouxt^d ; therefore no stranger can^ on 
this day, be admitted. 

^1. A dinner shall be ordered every Friday for the society, 
to be on the table at half-past two o'clock, except the first and 
last in the season, when it is to be ordered at five o'clock. 

YII. Every member shall have liberty to introduce a friend, 
paying, Awards the biU of the day, ten shillings ; but sHch 
friend shall be considered only as a spectator, unless the person 
who introduces him givQ9 up his turn in the match. 

Vm. There shall be a n^w president every week—the 
meo^b^ present, next m alphabetical rotation to the last 
presidjeQt, witli an exoeptioa to the treasurer, who can only 
preside on the first and last days of meeting. 

IX. The president shall make the match at four o'clock, and 
pjtum thei^ order the membwrB to be at the butts by half-past 
four, and if any member <Hr members (of the shooting party) 
pctglect to obey Quob order> h^ or they shall forfeit ti^^ wm of 
tweuty shillings each. 

X. There shall be no appeal from the decision of t)i9 
j^liesidenti as to the matches. 

XI. That the rule be to shoot four games, the lengths to be 
agreed u^pon by the party shooting, beginning at the greatest 
length) each game to be for one shiUiog only^ and any 
Archer passing the bounds in the way to the opposite butt, 
before the last arrow is shot, shall forfeit one shilling £qr ev^y 
such irregularity. 

XIL Every member shall appear at dinner>a]id at the buttsi, 
in the uniform of the society, or forfeit five shilUnga ior every 
such omission. 

XIII. Every meiftber absenting himself from the society^ 
shall forfeit two shillings and sixpence each time ; and if at 
the expira^on of the 9eaaoQ, it appear that any member has 
not attended twice, he shaU be considered as having withdrawn 
hioaself from the society. 

XIV. Every new member shall pay, into the hands of th# 
Treasnrer, the i^fum of ten guinea on a^Wkwion, be^des the 
annual sY^cription* 



XY. That the folloTvihg ge&tlemen (bite members), l^e 
elected honorary members of this society^ yiz : — 

(Here follow the names.) 

XVI. Every honorary member shall pay ten shillings each 
time he dines with the society. 



Carijebrook %ni^tX0, 

(Isle of Wight,) 




^H£ Cariabrooke Archers were established on the 1st of 
May, 1^^ and consist of all tibe princifial ladies and 
gentlemen resident on the Isle of Wight. The society, 
however, is not in so thriving a condition as it was some time 
ago, and, consequently, the '^annual dinner" slluded to, in 
Rule XXI, has merged into a pic-nic, and dance, on each 
fortnightly meeting, which is very aj^ropriately held in the 
Place of Arms, in Carisbrooke CasUe. The Annual Ball is, 
however, slill kept up with great spiritt The Patron is the 
Right Hon. Lord Heytesbury, G.C.B., Lord Lieutenant of 
Iceland, Governor of the Isle of Wight, &c,, &c., and the 
President is the Right Hon« the Earl of Yarborough, Com- 
modore of the Royal Yacht Squadron, &c«, &c. 

NuMBEB OF MsMSEBS. — The number of members is at 
present about eighty, but the majority of this large number 
are more frequently seen in the Place- of Arms, than on the 
shooting ground of the society. 

CosTirxi;. — See Rules XL and X1I» of Bye^Laws. 

Phizes. — There are no specific prizes, as they are always 
given at the discretion of the Stewards, and depend entirely 
OMi^e state of the funds. There, however, is always one 
prize given for ladies,, and another for gentlemen. There are 
also, generally, one or two besides ; and sometimes a challenge 
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prize in addition to the others. At the last g^rand meeting, 
there were two prizes for each, viz. : — For ladies — ^first, 
a gold bracelet ; second, a smaller gold bracelet. For 
gentlemen — first, a silver inkstand ; second, a set of gold 
enamelled shirt studs and chains. The value of the four 
prizes was £2&, and there was also a challenge prize shot for 
at the same meeting. 

Rules. — The following is a copy of the Rules and 
Regulations of the Society of Carisbrooke Archers: — 

I. That the Society of Carisbrooke Archers, founded in 
1829, shall consist of ladies and gentiemen, being resident in 
the Isle of Wight. 

II. That any person non-resident in the Isle of Wight, be 
eligible as an honorary member. 

III. That the society be limited to one hundred members, 
including honorary members, but exclusive of ladies. 

TV. That there be a Patron, Lady Patroness, President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary. 

V. That the Patron and President be elected for life, or 
during their pleasure. 

VI. That the Lady Patroness and Vice-President be elected 
annually from among the members. 

VII. That the Treasurer and Secretary be elected annually 
by the Conmiittee. 

VIII. That there be an annual meeting of the society, to be 
called " The Anniversary," to be held in May. 

IX. That the election of members take place, at any of the 
periodical meetings at the Castle^ for the purpose of shooting, 
provided the name of the candidate has been entered on the 
Secretary's book the time required by the 10th rule ; and that 
at such meeting a sufficient number of members are present to 
enable them to ballot agreeably to the provisions of the 18th 
rule. 

X. That no person be eligible unless his or her name be 
entered on the Secretary's book, at least one month befofi|phe 
election occurs, nor unless proposed and seconded by two 
members, in their own hand-writing. 
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XI. That in balloting for members, one black ball to ten 
white balls shall reject any candidate. 

XII. That the annual subscription be two sovereigns for 
gentlemen^ including honorary members, and one sovereign 
for ladies. 

XIII. That the admission fee be one sovereign for gentlemen, 
not including honorary members and ladies. 

XrV. That at all meetings the Patron, if present, preside ; 
if the Patron be absent^ that the President take the chair ; 
that in case neither of these attend^ the Vice-President 
officiate, and in failure of his attendance, that a Chairman be 
elected for the day, who shall have the casting vote. 

XY. That no new rules shall be made, except at an 
anniversary meeting, nor without previous written notice of 
one month being given to the Secretary. 

XVI. That in all matters offered to the consideration of 
the society^ a majority of votes shall be decisive, except in the 
alteration of any rule, or the passing of any new rule, when 
a majority of three to one of the attending members shaJl be 
requisite. 

XVII. That no ladies or honorary members be entitled to 
vote. 

XVin. That at the anniversary meeting, or any ex- 
traordinary meeting, there shall be no ballot, unless^ at leasts 
ten members vote beside the Chairman. 

XIX. That at each anniversary meeting, a committee of 
three members be elected by ballot for the ensuing year, one 
of whom shall be a bona fide Archer, to whom shall be 
entrusted the management of the accounts^ and the direction 
of all other business of the society, not otherwise provided for, 
and that the members of such Committee be known by the 
name of " Stewards." 

XX. That should either of the Stewards be absent, the 
other two shall be empowered to elect a member to act with 
them as Stewards. If only one be present, that he may elect 
two to act with him ; and that should the Vice-President be 
absent, he be entitled to name one of the Stewards to act for 
him. 
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XXI. That there shall be annuaUy a xrand Archery 
Meeting and Dinner,^ and aUo an Annual Ball^ subject to 
such regulations as may be judged by the Stewards to be 
necessary, provided always that each member be entitled to a 
ticket of admission to such Archery Meeting, Dinner, and 
Ball, for himself, and also one ticket of admission for a friend, 
subject to the regulations of the Stewards. 

XXII. That the Stewards shall not have power to act 
individually, but that all orders from them be issued by any 
one of them, with the concurrence o€ the other two. 

XXIII. That the Secretary enter aU the rules, reg^ulations, 
and proceedings of the society in a book to be kept for that 
purpose, and tnmsact such other business as the Stewards 
may require. 

XXIV. That one month b^ore the aniuversaty meeting, 
the Secretary acquaint each member with the day fixed on by 
the Stewards for such meeting, and at the same time inform 
him of the names of the candidates to be balloted for, as 
well as by whom each candidate is proposed and seconded, 
and shall also announce any new rule, or alteration of any <Ad 
rule, which it may be intended to propose* 

XXV. That the annual subscription be due, and be paid 
into the hands of the Treasurer on the first of May. 

XXVI. That such members as have neglected to pay their 
subscriptions, lose aU their privileges till such subscriptions be 
paid. 

XXVII. That those members who have not paid their 
subscriptions before the first of June following, be written to 
by the Secretary, apjdying for the same, and if an the first of 
August following, the last year's subscription be still due, tiiat 
such memb^, uxdess he pays a double subscription, be held to 
have withdrawn from the society, and shall not be entitled to 
any privileges, unless re-elected by ballots 

XXyill. That any member who shall be abroad for a 

whole year, or more, or may be absent on duty for that time, 

^ may, upon giving written notice to the Secretary, retain his 
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name on the hooka of the society^ and on his return, shall only 
be required to pay his sabscription for the current year. 

XXIX. That the following Bye-laws and Reguh&tions for 
Shooting, the Dresses of the Members, &c., be adopted and 
acted upon. 

BYE-LAWS, 

For Shooting, Dress, 6fc. 

I. That on the day fixed by the Stewards for the Annual 
Dinner, there shall be in the morning a Grand Archery 
Meeting, under the direction of the Patron, President, Vice- 
President, and Stewards, if Archers, failing of them, imder 
the directions of a Captain of the Target, elected for the 
day. 

II. That such prizes shall be shot for by the members 
at that Grand Meeting, as the Patron, President, Vice- 
President, and Stewards, may think proper to give, and 
under such regulations as they may think it requisite to make 
for the day. 

III. That the ordinary meetings for shooting be held once 
a fortnight, at Carisbrooke Castle. 

rV. That the President, if present, or Vice-President, in 
his absence, or should they both be absent, a Captain of the 
Target, appointed by the members present for the day, shall 
regulate the proceedings of the day, on ordinary occasions, 
and to him shall aU differences be referred. 

V. None but members shall be allowed to shoot at the 
target, unless it be a member of some other Archery Society, 
and then only for the day, and by the introduction of a 
member. 

VI. The targets may be used at occasional meetings of the 
members, at the ^cretion of the Stewards. 

VII. Every member shall have his mark painted on his 
arrows, next the feather, under a fine of one shilling for each 
arrow, not so marked. 

VIII. No member shall use another's bow, imder a fine of 
^▼e shillings. 



IX. The Red Grand Cross of Engkuid shall be the Badge 
of tl^ Societjy with the words ** Cariabrooke Archers " 
around it in gold letters, on a blue border, and the year of 
the institution of the society, ** 1829," in gold, in the centre 
of the cross ; and that this Badge shall be painted on the 
quiver of each member, and also his crest, or initials, on the 
top, under a fine of five shillings. 

X. Distance for shooting, eighty yards for gentiemen, and 
fifty yards for ladies. 

XI. That the undress costome for shooting shall be, for the 
gentlemen, a plain single breasted dark green doth jacket, 
with covered buttons, and Prussian collar, black neck doth, 
white or green trousers, green cloth cap, with black silk band 
front, and silk tassel at top, tan leather pouches, green tassel, 
&o. The full dress shall be a dark green coat, green velyet 
collar, with gilt buttons, inscribed with the letters C S(., 
made by Mr. Wyon, 2, Nassau Street, Soho ; three buttons on 
the pocket flaps, hat, or green cap. 

XII. That the dress of the ladies be regulated each year by 
a Connmttee of five ladies {oi which the Lady Patroness shall 
be one) elected annually by the ladies, members, firom among 
themselYes, the expense being limited to ^ye pounds ; and 

that all ladies, m^nbers, shall wear the dress decided on at 

« 

the Grand Meeting and Ball. 

XIII. That on ordinary days, members shall not be required 
to wear their dress unless they please. 

XrV. That on extraordinary days, and at the Grand Meeting, 
all memb^fl, excepting clergymen and honorary members, 
shall wear their dress, either half or full, under a fine of one 
guinea. 

XV. That at the Annual Ball all members be required to 
wear their full dress, excepting clergymen and honorary 
members, under a fine of one guinea. 



I n,\ „ .ggjii 



ANECDOTES OF ABCHEBY. 107 

X (Cheetham, Manchester,) 




^HE Cheetham Hill Archers are a society of rery recent 
formation, not haying been established more than two or 

three months, consequently, but little can be stated respecting 

them. 

NoxBJBB OF Mbmbebs.— 'The present number of members is 
twelye, to which the society has restricted itself, pro, tem^ 

CosTUMis, Pbizes, AMD RvLBs. — ^No costume, prizes, or ndes, 
have yet been fixed upon by the Cheetham Hill Archers, but 
the writer is informed that the society purpose doing so, as 
early as they conveniently can. 



(Scotland,) 




HIS Society has only been established about three years, 
but it is already assuming an important character, as will 
be seen by referring to the number of members. 

NuMBEB or Mbubebs. — The number ci members now 
enrolled in the books of the society, is thirty-siz. 

Co8TCME.^«The only specified costume, worn by the members, 
is a green bonnet, with a gold baauL 

Pbizes. — The prizes of the society are not of any uniform 
character, but the first prize is generally a bow. At the last 
meeting, howeyer, it was a silver mounted horn. Any tasteful 
article, of the value prescribed by the rules, may be purchased 
and competed for, as the prize. 



m^^^tm^^m^ 
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Rt7LB8. — The Roles and Regulations of the Dairy Archers 
are as follow *. — 

1 . — ConttituUon, 

I. The club shall be designed ''The Dalbt Abohbbs' 
Club." 

II. The office-bearers shal} consist of a Captain General, 
Captain, Secretary, and Treasurer, and of other fiye members 
chosen from the club, who shall also form the Standing 
Committee. The Treasurer may be dispensed with, if thought 
proper by the Committee, or club, and the power vested in the 
Secretary. 

III. The office-bearers shall be elected annually by the 
members, except the Captain* who shall be the gentieman 
gaining the annual prize. 

IV. There shall be paid,, by new memberft, the sum of one 
guinea, as entry-money, and each member shall pay an annual 
subscription of two shillings and nxpenoe, on the second 
Wednesday of July. 

y. Five members shall form a quorum for General Meetings, 
and three for Meetings of Committee. 

2. — Duties of Office-Bearers. 

VI. The Captain-General shall preside at all meetings, and, 
in his absence, the Captain; in the absence of both, the 
meeting shall choose its president, and the person presiding 
shall have a deliberative, and, in case of equality, a casting 
vote. 

VII. The Treasurer shall be collector and custodier of the 
funds, and his accounts shall be balanced by the committee, 
previous to the Annual General Meeting. 

yill. The Secretary shall keep a record of the whole 
proceedings of the club \ shall intimate all meetings to the 
members (except those already fixed by these articles), and 
shall be ex officio Secretary to the Committee Meetings, and 
keep the minutes thereof. 

IX. The committee shall fix all meetings, whether for 
business or shooting ; shall fix the number and value of the 
prizes to be competed for, with the conditions; shall meet 



previous to the Annual General Meetinp^, to audit the 
Treasurer's accounts, and report the same to the Annual 
General Meeting. 

3. — ShootingB for Prizes, 

X. Previous .to all shootings, the members present shall 
appoint an Umpire, who shall decide in all matters connected 
with the shooting, whose decision shall be final. 

XI. At all shootings, the members shall shoot in pairs, 
chosen thus, viz. : — The Umpire, receiving an arrow from each 
member, shall place them, in parallel lines, opposite to each 
other I the owners of arrows so placed shall shoot as pairs, 
commencing with the arrows first placed. Members shall 
stand to the left of the target ; the member about to shoot 
shall stand before the target, and, after discharging his 
arrow, shall move to the right of the target, passing behind his 
partner to the left, and this shall be observed through the 
whole shooting, by all the members present. Members shall 
discharge two arrows each head. 

XII. No member shall stand in front of the target, except 
the shooter, nor go within ten yards of the target receiving 
the arrows, until the whole are discharged. 

XIII. A member, not being prepared to shoot in his turn, 
shall forfeit the privilege at the time, and shall shoot after the 
whole members have discharged their arrows, and be fined 
one penny. 

Xiy. Every member shall have his name on his arrows ; 
unmarked arrows shall not count. 

4. — Prizes, 

XV. The club shall hold their anniversary on the second 
Wednesday of July, when a prize, or prizes, shall be shot for, 
furnished from the funds of the club, the value of which shall 
be determined at a special meeting of Committee, previous to 
the anniversary, at which meeting the particular prize, or 
prizes, shall be fixed, and ordered to be furnished. 

XVI. All members who have gained prizes in this club, or 
in any other society, above the value of ten shillings, shall 
carry the following weight : — The gainers of one prize, as four 
is to three ; of two, or more prizes, as three is to two. 
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XVII. The weights for minor field prisee shall foe bj 
handicappiiig in the same waj. 

• 

XVIII. Persons presenting prizes to the clnb, shall have the 
power to fix the conditions on which these shall be competed 
f or, if approved of by the office-bearers. 

6. — SpecitU Meetings, 

XIX. A General Meeting of the Qub shall be held 
immediately after the shooting for the annual prise, when 
Office-bearers shall be chosen^ and a statement of the 
Treasurer's accounts be exhibited. 

XX. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the club, on 
receiying a requisition, signed by fi?e members, stating tbe 
particular business for which such meeting is to be called, and 
no other business shall be transacted at that meeting, but the 
business to which the requisition applied, except the proposal 
of new members. 

6. — Oeneral R^ffuloHons. 

XXI. Persons wishing to become members must be recom- 
mended by a member of the club, and seconded, at a meeting, 
called for the purpose, by the secretary, or at any of the 
General Meetings of the Club, the application to lie on the 
table for ten days, and no applicant shall be admitted unless 
two-thirds of the members vote for him, the voting to take 
place by ballot. 

XXn. Persons, admitted members, shall pay to the 
Treasurer their entry-money, within one month from the date 
of their admission, otherwise, they shall not be considered as 
members of the club. 

XXni. No member can compete for any prize, unless 
admitted one month preyious to the competition for such 
prize. 

XXIY. The general distance for shooting shall be twenty- 
eight yards, unless otherwise agreed to by the competitors. 

XXV. The mark shall be twelve inches diameter, divided 
into six circles, the outer circle counting one, the next, one 
additional, and so on, to the centre, which counts six. 
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XXYI. The lines or circles^ separating the counting spaces, 
must be pierced through by the arrow, before it can count the 
number indicated by the inner space. 

XXVII. In the event of two or more competitors being 
equal at the end of the time, allotted for shooting, each shall 
shoot two arrows (no weight bdng now carried) until the 
▼ictory be decided. 

XXVIII. No Archer shall be allowed to compete for a 
prize, unless in the uniform of this club, or of some other 
club, or society. 

XXIX. The uniform of this club shall be a green bonnet, 
with gold band. 

XXX. No member in arrear shall be allowed, to vote at the 
meetingp^, or shoot on the gprounds of the club. 

XXXI.^The gainer of the annual prise, shall furnish next 
year, a prize of not less than 'one fourth of the value of the 
prize gained. 

XXXII. There shall be a dinner on the anniversary; 
members who shoot on that day, and do not dine, shall pay a 
fine of two shillings. 

XXXin. A book shall be furnished by the club, in which 
the names of the shooters for prizes shall be regularly entered, 
with the value of the prize gained by each. 

XXXIV. Each member shall pay for a copy of these 
regulations, and shall, on admission, sign an obligation in 
the books of the club, binding himself to adhere to the same. 

XXXV. No article of these regulations can be altered or 
nullified, except by consent of three-fourths of the members, 
assembled at a General Meeting. 



Uarlrngton 1Xxc\i^ttB, 

(Darlingtim.) 






^HE Darlington Archers are one of the oldest societies of 
Bowmen in 'existence, having been established in 1758. 
It is now, however, in a very wnmtisfiictory state, but it is hoped 
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that^ by <|,ctiYe measures being taken, it will shortly be restored 
to its former prosperity. 

Number of Meicbbbs. — Only four persons are at present 
members of this society. 

Costume. — ^A green coat, with a club gilt button; buff 
waistcoat; white corded trousers; green relyet cap, with 
loose top, and silyer band round it. A green leather belt, and 
arrow pouch, complete the costume. 

Pbizes. — Silver medal and gorget,* to which were afterwards 
added, a silver cup and green silk banner. On this banner 
were embroidered, or painted, several golden arrows, tied 
together with a riband, and surrounded by military trophies. 

Rules. — The annexed are the original ^^ Articles, Rules, 
and Orders, agreed upon by the Society of Gentlemen 
Archers, of Darlington, in the County of Durham, at the 
Post Hou^, in Darlington aforesaid, this twenty-fifth day oi 
March, 1758, for regulating the exercise of shooting, at the 
targets, for a silver medal and gorget." 

Whereas, we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, have, 
by subscription, purchased a silver medal and gorget, for the 
encouragement of the ancient, noble, and manly, exercise, of 
Archery, and for regulating the manner of shooting for the 
same, agreed upon the following Articles. 

I. That none but the now present subscribers be permitted 
to shoot for the medal and gorget, unless he first pays, to the 
Captain, half-a-guinea, towards the public fund, or stock, of 
the company, and subscribe his name in this book of rules and 
orders, signifying his assent and consent to these articles, and 
that none for the future be admitted a subscriber, unless his 
constant residence, or place of abode, be within the distance 
of four miles of the town of Darlington.f 

II. That the medal and gorget be shot for twice in every 
year, at some place within the township of Darlington, (and 
at no other place) to be appointed by the Captain, viz., the 



* The motto on the gorget is, "Seeundus hoe conterUus dbito." 

tThis, howeyer, was afterwards altered to ten miles, as the reader will 

subsequently find. 
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first time^ on some daj between the 1st and 14tli days of May^ 
and the second time, between the 1st and 14th days of 
September, of which time and place the Captain shall give 
fourteen days notice, in some of the Newcastle newspapers, at 
the expense of the public stock. 

III. That two targets be provided by the Captain, with five 
circles, aptly distinguished with colors; the innermost, or 
middle circle, gold, for the Captain's prize ; the second, red, 
for the Lieutenant's prize ; the third, blue ; the fourth, black ; 
and the fifth, white ; shall be such prizes, according to the 
money deposited, as shall be agreed upon by the minority of 
Archers then present. 

IV. That all persona intending to shoot shall be, and appear, 
at the place appointed by the Captain, to dine at an ordinary, 
to be on the table at twelve o'clock, and, after dinner, the 
Captain publicly to read over these Articles, and the company 
then draw lota, numbered or figured, and each person to 
shoot, of course, according to his number drawn, except the 
Captain and Lieutenant, who shall not draw any lot, but at 
all times have rank and precedence, in every Article. 

y. That after dinner, viz., at two o'clock, all the company 
do then walk in procession, the Captain and Lieutenant 
wearing their respective ensigns of honour, and the rest of 
the company carrying their bows and arrows to the field, or 
place appointed for shooting. 

VI. That all subscribers then intending to shoot, except the 
Captain and lieutenant, shall first pay into the hands of the 
Captain, five shillings each. 

VII. That the targets be set up in some open and plain 
field, each distant from the other, one hundred yards, and 
three rounds of arrows be shot, (with what sort of arrows 
they please, not exceeding two in number) at that distance, 
after which, the targets to be removed in ten yards, and there 
shoot other three rounds, and so to be removed in, from hand 
to hand, till all the prizes be won, provided the targets be not 
moved nearer than sixty yards. 

VIII. That all persons may, without interruption, place 
themselves in ' a proper position with their bows. All 
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sabscribers shall stand at the distance of three yards from 
the person shootingj otherwise to forfeit and pay such penalty 
as shall be adjudged by the nu^ority of subscribers then 
present. 

IX. That such person, who first pierces, enters, or breaks, 
the gold circle, with his arrow, shall there immediately have 
the medal delivered to him, and be esteemed and a^udged 
Captain, and have and ^oy all prinleges and honors, due 
and belonging to that office, and, at the same time, receire 
ten shillings and sixpence, from the deposit money for the 
day. 

X. That such person, who first pierces, enters, or breaks, 
the red circle with his arrow, shall |here immediately have 
the gorget deliyered to him, and be esteemed and a^udged 
the laeutenanl^ and haye and ei\}oy all privileges and honors, 
due and belonging to his office, and, at the same time, receive 
five shillings ^om the depont money for the day. 

XI. That such persons, who shall pierce, enter, or break, 
either the blue or black circles, shaU have such prizes, or 
premiums, as the major part of the company, then present, 
shall agree t^n. 

XII. That such persons, who shall pierce, enter, or break, 
the white circle, shall wear in their hats, or some other 
conspicuous place, a horn spoon, and shall immediately pay 
to the Captain, sixpence, for the use of the public stock. 

XIII. That whoever shoots out of his turn, shall lose his 
shot, for that round, or, if any be absent from the stand, to 
shoot in course, the next person, in turn, shall shoot on, and 
have such prize as he then wins ; but, such absentee, may, on 
his coming to the stand, have liberty to shoot during that 
round, either at his coming, or at the end, of such round, 
provided he comes before the next round. 

XIV. That if the Captain cannot be present on the day of 
shooting, he shall, and may, appoint, any other person of th^ 
said company, his deputy, for that day, which deputy shall 
have and enjoy all privileges and honors, as Captain for the 
day, and the Lieutenant to do the same. 
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Xy. That if any dispute axiae, touching anything con- 
tained in these Articles, or any future Articles or Orders of 
this company, the same to be always determined by a minority 
of votes of the subscribers, then present, and that the 
Captain shall^ hare a negative and casting vote. 

XVI. That if any of the Archers, during the time of 
shooting, do curse, or swear any pro&ne oath, or oaths, in 
the hearing of the company, and the same be proved before 
the Captain and Lieutenant, he, or they, shall immediately 
forfeit and pay sixpence, into the hands of the Captain, for 
every oath, and if not paid on demand, such person's name 
shall be struck out in the rules and orders of the said com- 
pany, and he no longer be deemed a member of the said 
sodety. 

XVII. That no member of the company, who does not dine 
with the Captain, at the public ordinary, appointed for the 
day, be permitted to shoot for the said medal, and other 
prizes, unless he first pays to the Captain, one shilling 
extraordinary, for use of the public ftmd. 

XVIII. That all forfeitures, incurred by any person, 
according to these Articles, or any other Articles, or Orders, 
hereafter to be agreed upon, shall be paid and applied to the 
the public fund of the said company, and all expenses of 
targets, advertisements, and other incidental things, to be 
paid thereout. 

XIX. That a proper book be provided, and therein be 
entered all accounts, rules, orders, and regulations, of the 
said company, that shall be agreed upon, and signed by a 
majority of the company of Archers, making the same, and 
be at all times duly kept and observed. 

XX. That the Captain and Lieutenant, on the day they 
respectively win the medal and gorget, and before the same 
be delivered to ihem, shall each give a note, under their 
respective hands, in the following words : — 

THE CAPTAIN'S NOTE. 
I do hereby promise to pay A. B., and C. D., or their order, 

the sum of twenty pounds, at, or upon, the day of 

next, or otherwise to deUver up to the said A. B., and C. D., 
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for the use of the society^ or Company of Oentlemen Archers^ 
in Darlmgton^ a silyer medal, and also the orig^inal articles 
of the fomidation and institution of the said company^ 
together with the book of Accounts, and now severally kept 
in my custody, as Captain of the said society ; and also to 
pay to the said A. B., and C. D , all such sum and sums of 
money, as shall be due and owing from me, on the balance of 
my accounts, as Captain of the said society. — Witness my 

hand, this day of 1758, 

THE LIEUTENANT'S NOTE. 
I do hereby promise to pay to A. B., and C. D., or their 

order, the sum of fire pounds, at, or upon, the day of 

next, or othervrise to deliyer up to the said A. B., and C. D., 
for the use of the society, or Company of Gentlemen Archers, 
in Darlington, a sUver gorget, now kept in my custody, as 
Lieutenant of the said society. — Witness my hand, this day 
of 1768. 

XXI. That in case the person or persons winning the above 
prizes of the medal and gorget, shall be under the age of 
twenty-one years, such person so entitled to either of the 
said prizes, shall first procure some person, to be approved of, 
by the Archers then present, to join with him or them 
respectively, in such note or notes, as are above mentioned, 
before he, or they, receive the said prizes. 

XXII. That these Articles, now agreed upon and signed by 
the several now present subscribers, be deemed and taken to 
be the original foundation and institution of the orders and 
regulations of the said society, or Company of Gentlemen 
Archers, of Darlington, and of shooting for the said medal 
and gorget, and be carefully kept by the Captain, pro 
tempore, and at all times delivered up, along with the 
medal, and book of accounts, before mentioned, to the next 
succeeding Captain. 

(Here follow the names of those present, thirty-five in number.) 
The following alterations, and additions to the above rules, 

have since been made, at various intervals, by the society. 
Mem. I. — August 5, 1767. — The members now present are 

unanimous in opinion, that the silver chain, annexed to the 
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medal; is very cumbersome^ and rather defaces the medal by 
being kept therewith ; and^ that the old silver cup^ belonging to 
this society^ has several holes therein, and, consequently, is of 
no use. It is, therefore, agreed, that the said chain and cup 
shall be sold, and the money arising therefrom, together with 
14s. 3d., be laid out by Mr. George Allan, in the purchase of 
another silver cup, for the use of this society, against the next 
meeting day, and that the said new cup shall for ever hereafter 
be deemed the third prize, that is to the first Archer who shall 
pierce, enter, or break the blue circle of the target, and who 
will be esteemed and adjudged Ensign. 

Mem. II — July 17, 1770. — That the medal, gorget, and cup, 
shall, for the future, be shot for only once in every year, such 
shooting to be ^ther in the months of June or July. 

Mem. III. — That, whereas the first article of this company, 
in respect to limiting the residence of a future member, is 
confined within the compass of fowr miles of the town of 
Darlington, which we believe will be a great injury to the 
said diversion. We do, therefor^, agree, and order the said 
distance to be enlarged to ten miles, and that any person 
within that distance may be admitted a subscriber, subject, 
nevertheless, to the other restrictions, mentioned in the said 
first general Article. 

Mem. IV. — That no new rule, order, or regulation, con. 
ceming this society, be, for the future, made, unless five, at 
least, of the subscribers be present, at the making thereof, 
and also sign the same. 

Mem. V. — That the Captain shall, at his own expense, put 
a new green silk ribbon to the medal, or forfeit half-a-crown. 

Mem. VI. — That the whites be applied to the public fund, 
and to no other purpose. That a member cannot hold medal, 
gorget, cup and banner, or any two of. which, but must retain 
only the highest, releasing the inferior one to the next who is 
entitled thereto. 

The above being the whole of the rules and regulations o f 
this club, the names of the Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns, 
from the first meeting, to the year 1839, (since which time 
no meeting has been held) will be found o]q the next page. 
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(Reading.) 




|HIS Society may be considered one of the most important 
in England, in consequence of the number, and the high 
respectability, of its members. Besides the regular meetings 
of the society, which are usually closed with dancing, there is 
an annual handicap, open to all England, at 100 yards, 24 
double ends, or 144 arrows. His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington is the president of the society, and amongst its 
subscribers are enrolled the names of the majority of the 
noblemen, gentry, and clergy of the district, including the 
ladies which belong to their respective fisonilies. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — Nearly two hundred. 

Costume. — The costume of the gentlemen, besides the usual 
implements of an Archer, is a green coat, with metal buttons, 
inscribed E.B.A. (East Berks Archers.) The device is an 
oak, in consequence of Windsor Forest being in the district 
of the society. — Ladies' costume, unknown. 

Pbizes. — The prizes shot for, at the annual meeting, are 
usually of the value of £4 each (for ladies and gentlemen), 
assigned to the winners of the highest gross score, and about 
dGS and upwards for the greatest number of hits. 

Rules. — Annexed are the Rules and Regulations of the 
East Berks Archery Society. 

1. — Mules. 

I. The Committee shall consist of the President, with a 
casting vote as Chairman ; the Secretary, who shall represent 
the President, and possess his casting, vote in his absence ; 
and nine master Yeomen ; vdth power to add to their number. 
Not less than two of this Committee, with the President or 
Secretary, to form a quorum, and to meet at their discretion, 
for the ordinary business of the club. 
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II. On days of bow meeting, the Committee shall be on 
the gromid one hour before the general assembly^ to discuss 
matters of business. 

III. At the last Annual Bow Meeting, the Comnuttee ^hall 
appoint a day for holding a General Meeting of all members 
of the club, wishing to vote for the amendment of existing 
rules, or the adoption of new ones ; but no alterations shall 
be proposed which haye not been entered and exhibited in the 
Secretary's minute book, or posted in some conspicuous place, 
at a previous bow meeting. The President shall then, with 
the approbation of the Committee, nominate the Lady 
Paramount ; and the Secretary and Master Teo&en shall take 
the sense of the meeting, as to the nomination of members 
to succeed them as a Committee, for the ensuing year. 
Members of the former Committee may be re-elected. They 
shall then minute resignations, and erase from the club list the 
names of such members as haye not paid their subscriptions 
and fines, for the current year. Individuals so discontinued, 
will be again eligible, on payment of arrears, and a new 
entrance of lOs. 6d. The Secretary shall lay his accounts 
before the meeting, and delirer them, together with his 
minute book, to his successor (if appointed) to whom he shall 
take an early opportunity of giving the requisite information, 
paying over the balance in hand, with the inventory of the 
club property. 

IV. No candidates for admission shall be balloted for at any 
bow meeting, whose names shall not have been entered and 
(exhibited at a previous bow meeting, together with the names 
of their proposers and seconders, one of whom, at least, must 
be present, or give a very sufficient reason for non-attendance. 
One black ball in seven to exclude. Ladies may appoint, in 
writing, any member to vote or ballot for them. 

V. The Secretary shall act as Treasurer, receive all 
fines and subscriptions, make all payments, and, with the 
approbation of two or more of the Committee, fix the days for 
bow meetings (giving due notice to the members of the club) 
as well as order and arrange all necessary accommodations. 
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Postage, priv^iQgy w&d ftU incideatal ezpensesy to be charged 
to the club. 

YI. The annual subscription shall be^ for gentlemen^ JBl 5s. 
each, and for ladies, 15s. each, to be paid in advance, on the 
first of May, in each year, either to the Secretary, or to his 
account, at Messrs. Simonds, bankers to the club. Every 
member of the club to pay 10s. 6d. entrance. 

VII. When two sisters in a family subscribe, they may, in 
case of non-attendance, transfer their rights to other two 
sisters. 

VIII. No member shall shoot or Tote till his or her 
eubfloriptions and fines, for the year, be paid. Reference to be 
bad to the list, which the Secretary shall produce at eyery 
meeting. 

IX. Every member may bring friends to each bow meeting, 
glviz^ two days' notice to the Secretary; but no persons, 
resident within ten miles of the place of meeting, shall foe 
considered as strangers, or introduced as friends, 4^iildreB 
excepted. 

X. The dinner and ball at each bow meeting, having been 
arranged by the Secretary and Committee, at a moderate 
rate, every absent member will be charged 5s. towards the 
expenses of the day, unless notice of intended absence be sent 
to the Secretary two days previously. Members so giving 
notice, will only be charged 2s. 6d. 

XI. Shooting shall begin at half-past one. Dinner, at the 
hour appointed by the Secretary. Shooting shall be resumed 
after dinner, and cease at seven o'clock. Dancing, in morning 
dresses, to commence at such time, between seven and eight 
o'clock, as the Lady Paramount shall direct. 

XII. There shall be, not exceeding, five bow meetings in 
the year. The prizes to be shot for at the last meeting. 

XIII. The Lady Paramount, may, at her discretion, appoint 
an asdstant, or representative. 

XTV. Members, who have been obliged to with&*aw their 
names, in consequence of a change in the society's place ci 
meeting, may be re-admitted as subscribers, on application to 
the Secretary, without ballot or fresh entrance. 
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XV. The unmarried daughters of members of the society^ 
are eligible as subscribers^ without ballot. 

2. — Shooting Regulations. 

I. The Lady Paramount and Committee shall have absolute 
authority, in keeping order on the ground, determining all 
doubtful points, and enforcing the regulations by a fine not 
exceeding five shillings. 

II. Any gentleman, appointed by the Committee, shall call 
up shooters in their order, and mark the spot from whence 
they shall shoot. Any one overstepping the mark, or not 
answering the call, shall lose the turn for that end. Every 
person shall file round to the right, after shooting, th^ place 
to be immediately taken by the next in order. 

III. Markers shall be appointed, by the Committee, to each 
target. No arrow shall be drawn from the target, save by 
such markers, who shall call the value of each arrow, and the 
name of the shooter. Any person injuring another's arrow, 
shall forfeit 2s., to the Secretary, who shall replace it. 

IV. No arrow, ia the target, shall be scored, unless it.be 
marked legibly with the name of the owner. 

V. The score shall be thus reckoned: — Gold, 9; red, 7; 
inner white, 5 ; black, 3 ; outer white, 1 . An arrow, touching 
two circles, shall count for the highest. The highest score to 
gain the prize ; but no prize shall be awarded, unless twelve 
ends, at least, of three arrows each, shall have been shot; 
twelve double ends being the desired number, time and 
weather permitting. 

VI. The shooter, making the most central hit in the gold, 
and the shooter, making the greatest number of hits, shall 
each receive an arrow of honor. Should either, or both of 
these, fall to the winner of the chief prize, a small prize shall 
be given to the next best,, in each respective case. 

VII. Any member having won a chief club prize, shall, at 
any future bow meeting, lose the score of the outer circle ; 
having won it a second time, the black; a third time, the 
inner white. 



i 




VIII. All bets shall be forfeited to the club fund, and paid 
on the spot, to the Secretary, on pain of a fine doable the 
amount. 

IX. The distances, at which the targets shall be pitched, 
shall be regulated by the Committee, at the commencement of 
each season. 

X. Strangers will be allowed to shoot at all bow meetings, 
and, if the highest on the actual score, shall receive from the 
club some token of distinction, but in no case shall the chief 
club prize be awarded to them. 



(Horsham.) 




'HE Foresters' Archery Society was established in 1831, 
by the late F. S. Blunt, Esq., of Crabbett, Crawley. 
Each member, at first, subscribed a small sum extra, for the 
purpose of purchasing tents, tables, seats, tea seryices, &c,, &c. 
The tents consist of a large pavilion, calculated to hold nearly 
three hundred persons to dinner, if required ; a drawing room 
tent, where the tea is made, and the prizes are given away, and 
a small butler's tent, where the wine, beer, &c., are kept. 
Every family are expected to provide their own refreshment, 
excepting wine, and towards that each person pays 2s. 6d. at 
the gate, and half price for children. The Committee provide 
Port, Sherry, and Champaigne, and eighteen gallons of beer, 
for servants ; also, hot potatoes for dinner ; tea and sugar, 
bread and butter, cakes, cream and milk ; servants to prepare 
tea, &c. For some years, the meetings were always held 
at Newells, a farm belonging to R. Aldridge, Esq., but, of 
late, they have taken place at various gentlemen's seats, in 







the aeighbonrhoodt vis. : — at B. Aldridge'a^ Esq., St Xieonard's 
Forest ; B. Bftrwell's, Esq.^ A^fafold .Lodge ; C. L Dicldna's, 
Esq.^ Coolhnrst ; and at R. H. Hurst's^ Esq.^ M.P.4 Honfaam 
Park* 

NoMBEs OF Mbmbbbs. — About fifty, including all the 
principal fiunilies in the yicinity. 

Costume. — When the society was first established, the 
members were obliged to wear a particular costume, but, as it 
did not meet the views of all parties, it was soon abandoned. 

Pbizes. — For a description of the prizes, see ^' Rules for 
Shooting," Role IV. In addition, howeyier, to the prizes there 
mentioned, there are two gold medals, whi^h were presented 
to the society by the late F. S. Blunt, Esq., and Robert Hurst, 
Esq., M.P., to be worn by the best gentleman and lady shooter 
of the preceding year. 

Rules. — ^The following are the Regulations and Rules oi 
the '^Foi««ters' Archery Society." 

1. — Refftdations, 

I. That there be four meetings in each year, the days to be 
appointed by the committee. 

II. That the annual subscription be, for one person, one 
pound ; for two Sn a family, one pound fiye shUlings ; for three 
in a family, one pound ten shillings 5 and for more than that 
number, one pound fifteen shilling^. 

III. That any candidate for the society must have a proposer 
and seconder, when there will be a committee formed, of not 
less than six members, for the purpose of election, and that one 
black ball shall exclude. 

lY. That every new member pay one pound entrance. 

V. That members desirous of withdrawing from the society, 
do signify the same to one of the committee, and that they 
shall be considered as members, until such notice be given. 

VL That, in the event of bad weather on the day of meeting, 
notice will be given of another appointment, by the committee. 

yiL That no a^embers shall bring any friends to the 
meetangs^ who Mve within ten miles ei Handcross. 
Vlli, That the dinner be served at haJf-past three o'clock. 
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2. — Rules for Shooting. 

I. That the shooting commence at one o'clock, provided 
ther^ be six shooters present, who, in order to allow time for 
the arrival of others, must shoot at the same pair of targets, 
and that no second target be formed until the first be filled, 
namely, by five ladies and five gentlemen^ which shall be the 
complement of each target. 

II. That three arrows be the number shot by each member, 
and that if an arrow break the edge of a circle, it score to the 
advantage of the shooter. 

HI. That the shooting distance be sixty yards for gentlemen, 
and fifty for ladies. 

IV. That there be five prizes at each meeting; two for 
numbers, two for most hits, and one for the best gold ; that, at 
the last meeting of the season^, there be annual prizes in 
addition, viz. : — ^two for numbers, two for most hits, and one 
for most golds; the whole to be selected by the ladies of the 
committee.* 

y. That no member can receive more than one prize in 
one day ; but the choice of prizes will be left to the highest 
numbers. 

VI. That the winner of a daily prize be barred the outer 
white for the remainder of the season ; that the winner of a 
second daily prize be barred the black at the third and fourth 
meetings; but this rule is not to affect the scoring for the 
annual prizes. 

VII. That the winner of an annual prize be barred the outer 
white the following season, as regards the scoring for the 
annual prizes. 

3. — Rules for the Gold Medals, 
The gold medals having been intended, by the presenters, to 
point out the most skilful Archers of the society, the 



* BesidM fheBe priseai, then are atwaytt *fc <*ch meeting, a prise for 
gentlemen strangers, and one for ladies; and a small prize tor boys, as 
well tts one for girls ; makingi in all, nine daily prizes ; at the annual 
meeting, fourteen. 
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following rules will be obseryed, in awarjling those 
prizes : — 

I. That, should any member be obliged to be absent from 
any one of the four meetings, the average score of the 
remaining three days, at which they must have been present, 
shall be taken, and placed as their score for the day of 
absence ; this rule equally applying to the holders of the medals. 

II. That no rules which bar circles, in consequence of prizes 
having been won, shall apply to the shooting for the medab, 
which will be awarded to the highest in the season ; nor will 
the winners be incapable of gaining the annual prizes. 

III. The medals are expected to be worn by the holders of 
them, at the meetings during the season. 



jTraternitg of ^t. (8ftot%t, 

CLondon.) 




'HE Fraternity of St. George was established on the 13th 
of October, 1835, and, consequently, are not, as some 
persons suppose, the remains of the Fraternity of St. George, 
established by royal charter, in the reign of Henry VIII. The 
society practice in the St. Marylebone Archery Ground, 
Hamilton Terrace, St. John's Wood, and are well known to be 
excellent shooters. They are honorary members of the 
Society of Thirsk Bowmen, &c., &c. 

Number of Membeas. — The number of members is limited 
to fifty, and the present number is about forty. 

Costume. — Green frock coat, with black yelvet collar, made 
to stand up or lay down, as the wearer may desire, and gilt 
buttons, representing two arrows crossed, and having the 
letters JT. J&t. iB,t in old English characters ; green cap, with 
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black leather poke ; and white trotiflei*s. The accoutrements 
are all black. 

PBiSEg. — The prizes contended for, vary according te 
circomstances, and are left to the discretion of the Committee. 

Rules. — The following are the rules and regulations of the 
Society of Archers^ called the Fraternity of St. George. 

1. — Management and Meetings, 

I. That the proceedings of the Society be regulated by a 
Committee, to consist of the Captains and Lieutenants of the 
year, a Treasurer and Secretary (in one person) and aiz other 
members ; three to be a quorum. The Treasurer and 
Secretary, and members of Committee, shall be annually 
elected at a General Meeting, to be convened by the Secretary, 
for that purpose, in the month of March. 

II. That if the office of Treasurer and Secretary, or 
member of the Committee, idudl become vacant, the same shall 
be filled up at the first meeting of the members, alter such 
vacancy occurs. 

III. That the season of the society shall commence on the 
first Wednesday in March, and end on the last Wednesday in 
October, each of such days being a grand field-day. 

lY. That the last Wednesday in every month, during the 
season, be a field-day, excepting the month of April, when St. 
George's Day shall be the field-day. The member who marks 
the highest score in numbers upon such field-day, shall be 
Captain,' and the next highest, Lieutenant; and be the 
President and Vice-President of the society, until the following 
monthly field-day. 

y. That the Annual Meeting of the society shall be held on 
the anniversary of St. George ; but if it fall on a Sunday, or any 
other day, not suitable, the Committee shall appoint another 
day, and also regulate the prizes, distance, and number of 
arrows to be shot. Notice of which shall be sent to every 
member, by the Secretary. 

YI. That l^e hour of meeting on all field-days be, during , i 
the months of March, April, September, and October, two 
o'clock ; and during the months of May, June, July, and 
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August, three o'clock; and that the shooting commence at 
the expiration of half-an-hour from such time of meeting. 

YII. That an account be kept of all money receired and 
expended for the society, by the Treasurer ; and that no 
account shall be passed, except by voucher. 

yiJI. That upon a requisition, ng^ed by the Captain and 
Lieutenant, or fiye members, the Secretary shall conrene a 
general meeting, by giving to each member three clear days' 
notice, and specifying the object thereof. 

IX. That Jthe proceedings on field-days, and all other 
meetings, be fabrly entered in a book, by the Secretary, and 
read for confirmiftion, or exception, on the following field-day, 
or general meeting of the society. The Treasurer's accounts 
shall be audited by the Committee, previous to the annual 
election. . 

X. That the Captain, Lieutenant, and each member, do 
attend on all field-days, or send previous notice, in writing, to 
the Secretary, of his inability so to do. Every member will 
be considered absent, who, not having sent such notice, does 
not appear on the ground, within half-an-hour after the time 
mentioned in the sixth rule. 

XI. That in the event of the absence of the Captain and 
Lieutenant, or either of them, the office or offices be filled by 
the members present, according to their score on the last 
field-day. 

XII. That the Captain's and Lieutenant's insignia, be 
produced on all field-days. 

XIII. That if any member shall break, damage, or lose any 
of the property of the society, he shall pay for, or reinstate, 
the same. 

Xiy. That if any member offend against any rule, pr 
regulation, of the society, he shall be subject to such fine 
as the minority of members, then present, shall affix (not 
exceeding half-ar-guinea.) Any member disturbing .the 
harmony of the society, shall be admonished by the President, 
and if he persist in such irregular conduct, shall be liable to 
expulsion ; but no member shall be expelled, without notice of 
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the charge preferred against him^ and the time appointed for 
its consideration. 

2. — Admission of Members, 

XV. 'Iliat the nomination of candidates^ for admission into 
the Fraternity, be made in writing, and signed by two or more 
members, in the following form : — 

** We nominate A. B., of as a Candidate for 

admission into the Fraternity of St. Greorge. 
Dated the day of 

C. D. 
E. F.» 

And that such nomination be affixed to a tablet, placed in the 
Hall of the Pavilion ; and that the candidate so nominated be 
eligible to be balloted for as a member, on the Wednesday 
next but one succeeding the date, and fixing up of such 
nomination ; and on such ballot being taken (at which one of 
the nominating members must be present) two negatives shall 
exclude. 

XVI. That each gentleman, on being elected, shall pay an 
entrance fee of one guinea, and an annual subscription of five 
guineas in advance. Any gentleman, failing to pay his 
entrance and subscription money, within two calendar months, 
after his election, such election to be considered null and void, 
and the nominees shall be liable for the entrance fee. The 
annual subscription shall Be due and payable on the first of 
January, in every year. 

XYII. That no person, engaged in the trade of Bowyer 
or Fletcher, shall be admitted a member of this society, or be 
allowed to shoot upon the ground. 

8. — Shooting. 

XVIII. That members be allowed to introduce visitors, but 
no visitor be permitted to shoot more than thrice in one 
season. 

XIX. That none but members be allowed to shoot for 
■prizes, furnished out of the funds of the society. 

, XX. That no member be permitted to shoot for prizes, 
unless he has paid up his subscription, and all fines due from 
him to the society. 
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XXI. That on all field.^ys of the society^ and on all other 
days^ when any match is being shot off, betw«to any two or 
more members of the society, erery person shooting, whether 
in the match or not, shall advance from the left of the target 
to shoot, and alter shooting three arrows, shall retire to the 
right, behind the target, and shall not again advance, nntil 
every person shooting, has delivered his three arrows. 

XXII. That when an arrow breaks the line of two colors, 
the hit shall count in the one of lesser value ; and if an arrow 
falls from the string, and the Archer cannot touch it with his 
bow, it must be counted a shot. 

XXIII. That a record be' kept of every member's arrow- 
mark, and ho member be permitted to shoot, without hia 
recorded arrow-mark, or use the mark of another member, 
unless he has the permission of the Chief Officer present. 

XXIY. That no Archer shoot more than three arrows at an 
end, or out of his turn, or cross an Archer while he is shooting. 

XXV. That no gentleman be allowed to use a member's 
bow, or any of his accoutrements, without the owner's 
permission. 

4 AUeroHon of Rules, 

XXyi. That no rule or regulation of the society shall be 
rescinded or altered, nor any new rule established, without 
notice, in writing, at a monthly or general meeting ; and that 
such notice be inserted in the sumhions to be issued for the 
next monthly or general meeting, wheif the same may be 
considered. 



(Bias^om ':^rci)er0. 



(Glasgow.) 



i 



^HE Glasgow ArQhers were established in the year 1840^ 
and, since that period, they have practised little else than 
point blank butt shooting, at a distance of thirty or thirty two 
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yATcU. They usually practise six times per week, during the 
ieason^ viz.^ — ^three momlngs and three evenings ; consequently^ 
some very excellent shooters are to be found in their ranks* 

NuMB£B OF Members. — Although there are other societies 
in Glasgow, and, notwithstanding this society has only been 
established fiye years, it has now between forty and 6fty 
members. 

Costume. — The Glasgow Archers wear black ostrich 
feathers in their bonnets, which are dark green ; coats and 
trousers of the same color, the former buttoned up to the neck, 
and ornamented with a considerable quantity of black braid, 
with frog buttons ; shooting belts with a crimson silk waist 
cord, and tassel of the same material. 

Pbizes. — The prizes (with the exception of a silver bugle, 
mentioned in Rule XXI.) are usually given by the members, 
or by some individual interested in the shooting; and, 
consequently, are seldom alike. 

Rules. — The Rules and Regulations of the Glasgow Archers 
are as follow : — < 

I. The society shall be called ''The Glasgow Abchebs* 
Society.'* 

II. The Office-bearers shall consist of a Captain, Adjutant, 
Champion, Treasurer, Secretary, and a Coomiittee of five 
members. The office of Treasurer and Secretary may be held 
by one person. 

III. The Office-bearers shall be elected annually, by the 
members, except the Champion, who shall be the person 
gaining the annual prize. 

IV. There shall be paid, by new members, the sum of one 
pound, as entry money; and each member shall pay an annual 
subscription of five shillings at least, as may be fixed by the 
Committee. 

V. Eight members shall form a quorum for general 
meetings, and three for committee meetinsfs. 

YI. The Captain shall preside at all meetings ; and, in his 
absence, the Adjutant ; and, in the absence of both, a President 
shall be chosen; and the President shall have a deliberative, 
and, in cases of equality, a casting vote. 
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VIL The Treasurer shall be collector and custodier of the 
funds; and his accounts shall be balanced and audited by a 
quorum of the Committee, previous to being submitted to the 
general meeting. 

yill. The Secretary shall keep a record of the whole 
proceedings of the society, shall intimate the meetings to the 
members, and shaU be, ea-officio, Secretary to the committee 
meetings, and keep the minutes thereof. 

IX. The Committee shall fix aU meetings, whether for 
business or shootings — shall fix the number and value of the 
prizes to be competed for — shall, if advisable, issue a printed 
card for the season, specifyin|^ the days of shooting, and the 
prizes to be shot for, with the conditions. 

X. The uniform of the club shall be a green cloth surtout, 
neatly braided, with a bonnet, and necessary accompaniments. 
. .XI. Previous to all shootings, the members present shall 
appoint an Umpire, who shall decide in all matters regarding 
the shooting ; and whose decision shall be final. 

XII. Miembers shaU shoot by pairs, fixed by the Umpire, 
drawing an arrow from each, and placing them in two 
parallel lines ; the shooters standing at their arrows, each 
from the front of the butt alternately, in the rotation drawn. 

XIII. No member shaU stand in front of the butt daring 
shooting, except the person shooting, nor leave the butt till 
all the arrows are discharged. 

XIV. Each person shall keep the side of the shooting 
gpround, and in the order of shooting in which he has been drawn. 

XV. Any member, not ready to take his turn, shall be 
deprived of shooting at that end, except upon a satisfactory 
reason, stated to the Umpire, when he shall shoot last. 

XVI. No arrow shall count, imless the shoooter's name, or 
a distinctive mark, be on it. 

XVII. The way in which the various arrows shall count, shall 
be fixed on at a general meeting, to be called for the purpose ; 
and the method agreed to by two-thirds of any meeting so 
called, shall be adopted, and shall continue in force until altered 
at a similar meeting, and by a similar majority. In the mean- 
time, the target shall be divided into three circles — ^the arrow 
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breakings or within the outer circle, to count one — ^breaking, 
or within the second, to count two — and breaking, or within 
the centre circle, to count three ; and no arrow, without 
the paper, shall count, except when shooting at small targets, 
by agreement. 

XVIII. If any competitors are equal, at the termination of 
the shooting, they shall compete on equal terms, until one 
excels, and gains the prize. 

XIX. No member, in arrears, shall be allowed to shoot for 
the annual, or any of the society's prizes. 

XX. All members who gain annual prizes, shall, within the 
year thereafter, giye a prize of not less than ten shillings and 
sixpence. 

XXI. The society shall hold their Anniversary on the first 
Thursday of September, when the silver bugle of the society 
shall be shot for, and retained by the winner, as Champion, 
during the succeeding year ; together with such prize as may 
be fixed on, prior thereto, by the committee, and which shall 
be retained permanently by the Champion. And members 
competing for the annual prize, shall pay, to the funds of the 
society, at least one shilling each, as may be fixed by the 
Committee. 

XXII. No member shaU be entitled to contend for the- 
annual prize, unless he has shot at the ordinary meetings of 
the society, at least, on an average, equal to once a-week, 
during the season. 

XXIII. The annual, and other prizes, except when agreed 
upon to the contrary, shall be shot for in the uniform of the club. 

XXIY. No member shall compete for the annual prize, 
unless admitted a member at least three months previous to 
the competition. 

XXV. Gainers of annual prizes shall carry weight, as 
follows, viz. : — The gainer of one annual, as four is to three ; 
the gainer of two or more annual prizes> as three is to two. 

XXVI. The gainer of a minor prize shall carry the like 
weights in competing for such prizes; and the Committee 
shall fix any additional weight, proper to the number of prizes 
gained by one individual. 
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XXVII. Persons preaenting prizes to the society, shall have 
the power to fix all the conditions on which these shall be 
competed for. 

XXYIII. A general meeting of the society shall be held 
annually on the first Thursday of September, immediately 
after the shooting ; when the report of the Treasurer's 
accounts shall be laid before the meeting ; and iH case of a 
deficiency of the funds, the quota thereof, payable by the 
members, shall be declared; and another general meeting 
shall be held on the last Thursday of March, when the Office- 
bearers and Committee shall be elected, for the ensuing year. 

XXIX. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the society at 
any time, and to be held within ten days of his receiving a 
requisition, signed by, at least, five members, stating the 
particular buoness for which such meeting is to be called ; and 
no other business shall be transacted at such meeting, but that 
to which the requisition applies, except the proposal of new 
members. ^ 

XXX. Persons, wishing to become members, must be 
recommended by one member, and seconded by another ; and 
upon receiving a requisition to that effect, the Secretary shall 
intimate the same, by a notice, posted at the butts, for a week^ 
with a note of the date, for the balloting of the same. And 
no applicant shall be admitted, except by ballot, and by a 
majority of, at least, two-thirds of the members present. 

XXXI. On the admission of a member, the secretary shall 
immediately intimate the same to the applicant, and the entry 
money shall be forthwith paid to the Treasurer; and, failing 
such payment, within one month from the date of intimation 
made to him, the admission shall be null and void. 

XXXII. These rules and regulations shall take effect, and 
be in force, from the I5th day of April, 1844, and until the 
same shall be altered; but no alteration, addition, or new rule 
and regulation, shall be made, except with the consent of at 
least two-thirds of the members present, at a special meeting, 
to be called for that purpose; notice of the alteration to be 
made at any previous meeting, at least ten days before such 
meeting takes place. 




§mtl) Common C^rcl)er0* 

{Wakefidd,) 



^VLTHOUGH ihe Heath Common Archers have been in 
^^existence some years, they do not appear to have had any 
organized society, the only subscription required being a 
small sum, for the mere purpose of providing targets. The 
meetings, for practice, have also .been very irregular, but the 
distances usually shot, have been 100, 80, and 60, yards, 
respectively. 

NuMBEA or Membebs. — ^About a dozen. 

Costume. — ^No particular costume has yet been adopted by 
the members, but, it is to be hoped, that they will shorUy 
remodel the society, and thus entitle themselves to a higher 
standing, amongst the numerous Archery Societies of 
England. 

Pbizes. — The society had no prizes, until the summer 
of last year (1844), when they joined in a subscription with 
the Outwood Rangers, for the purchase of a silver arrow, 
which was immediately shot for, and won by Wm. Henry 
Leatham, Esq., he haying obtained the highest gross score. The 
members of both clubs, it is stated, intend, annually, to compete 
for this prize, in the same manner as they did last year. 

Rules. — The Heath Common Archers do not appear ever to 
have had any Rules or Regulations whatever. 



$erefbr5i0f)ire ^w Mtttitt%, 

{Hereford.) 



^H£ Herefordshire Bow Meeting is one of the largest and 
most influential societies in Great Britain, for it includes 
all the principal families in the county of Hereford. Three 
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meetmgs are held in the course of the year, as will be seen by 
Role II.y at the members' houses, but everything required for 
the meetings is provided by the society, and goes with the 
tents, &c., to the place of meeting, accompanied by five 
confidential men, who do all that is necessary to save trouble 
to the party giving the meeting. It will scarcely be credited, 
when it is stated, that three strong teavM of horses are required 
to convey the paraphernalia to the place of tryste, and the 
distance from the County Hall, where the tents, &c., are kept, 
is somethnes thirty miles and upwards. A quadrille band is 
always in attendance, and, consequently, a dance usually takes 
place after tea, in the large dinner tent, which is well lighted, 
and provided with a good portable floor. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The number of members is limited, 
according to Rule V., to one hundred and eighty. The full 
complement are at present enrolled, and there are no less than 
thirteen candidates for admission entered in the Secretary's 
book, some of which have been put down two years. 

Costume. — The costume is exceedingly neat, that of the 
gentlemen being a green dress coat, white waistcoat, trousers, 
and hat ; and that of the ladies green silk gowns with white 
facings, white bonnet, with three white feathers, tipped with 
green, &c. 

Pbizes. — The prizes are various, and always purchased by 
the Lady Paramount, the choice being left to her. — See 
Rule XXIV. 

Rules. — ^The annexed are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Herefordshire Bow Meeting. 

I. That a bow meeting be established, and called ''The 
Hebetobdshibe Bow Meeting. " 

II. That there be three meeting^ in the year. 

III. That a Lady Paramount be elected annually. 

ly. That a Committee be annually appointed, to consist of 
five gentlemen. 

y. That the number of members be limited to one hundred 
and eighty. 
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VI. That when a candidate ifl proposed and seconded, the 
ballot ia to take place at the ensuing meetings or at a general 
meeting, and that two black balls do exchide. 

yil. That the wires and children of members of the society 
become members without ballot 

VIIL That the subscription for gentlemen be dS2 annually ; 
for ladies, jBl ; and that each member do pay dSl on admiasion 
to the society. 

IX. That in any family, where two unmarried sisters be 
members, they be enabled to introduce their other unmarried 
sisters, provided they appear in the uniform of the society. 

X. That no members introduce their friends, unless 
specially invited. 

XI. and XII. That a dinner be provided by the member who 
holds the meeting, and to conast of cold meats only, and that 
there be only one row of dishes, placed lengthways on the table. 
That the wines be Port, Sherry, or Madeira, and one light 
wine ; and that a penalty of £5 be paid by the member who 
transgresses this rule. 

XIII. That the dinner hour be three, and the tea hour 
seven. 

XIV. That all servants and horses be sent to the 
neighbouring inn, or farm house, at the expense of their 
masters, except those servants who have tickets given them 
by the host of the day, and permission from their masters to 
wait at table. 

XV. That every member, appearing out of uniform, do 
forfeit ten shillings, for the first time, and one pound, for the 
second. 

XVI. That every member, who intends to shoot, be on the 
ground by half-past twelve o'clock. That shooting commence 
at one. 

XVII. That members of other societies be invited to shoot, 
provided they appear in their own uniform, but not be entitled 
to win prizes. 

XVin. That the Secretary do send out cards, ten days, at 
least, before each day of meeting, to acquaint the members 
of the time and place of meeting. 
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XIX. That the General Annual Meeting be held on the 
last Saturday in September, at one o'clock, for the purpose of 
auditing the accounts, appointing a Committee, and making 
new rules or alterations. 

XX. That Mrs. Joseph Bailey be requested to accept the 
office of Lady Paramount, for the ensuing year. 

XXI. That John Bameby, Esq., M.P., John Lucy Scudamore, 
Esq., John Arkwright, Esq., Francis Henry Thomas, Esq., and 
Edward Griffiths, Esq., be continued the Committee, for the 
ensuing year. 

XXII. That Messrs. Matthews, Phillipps, and Matthews, be 
eontinued Treasurers. 

XXIII. That Mr. Andrew Thompson be continued 
Secretary. 

XXIV. That there be four prizes at each meeting ; first, for 
hits ; second, for numbers ; and that thirty pounds be allowed, 
for each meeting, to the Lady Paramount, for such prizes. 

XXV. That no winner shall be allowed to dispose of his or 
her prize. 

XXVI. That no person shall be allowed to win, on the same 
day, two prizes. 

XXVII. That all letters, addressed to the Secretary, be 
postage paid. 

XXVIII. That no alteration shall take place, or proposition 
be made, without having been previously submitted to the 
Committee. 

XXIX. That all subscriptions be paid into the bank of 

Messrs. Matthews, Phillips, and Matthews, on or before the 
first of June, in each year, and that a forfeit of ten shillings 
be enforced, if not paid before the next general meeting, and 
that an additional fine'of ten shilling^ be incurred, for each 
and every subsequent six months that the subscriptions, fines, 
and arrears, shall remain unpaid. 

XXX. That the secretary do immediately, after the first 
meeting, write to all members, in arrears, inclosing a copy of 
the above rule ; and that the Committee be requested to take 
care that the fines be strictly enforced. 
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XXXI. That the genUemaiiy at whose house the xueetiDg 
takes place, shall be President of that meeting. 

XXXII. That any member, who does not attend a bow 
meeting, for two years (nnless abroad) or pay his subscription, 
shall cease to be a member. 

XXXIII. That, in futture, the fines be rigorously enforced, 
and that the amount be annually laid out in a prize, and if 
they should not amount to ten pounds, such deficiency to be 
paid out of the funds. 

XXXrV. That the baUot take place a quarter of an hour 
before dinner, at the ringing of a bell, on the day of each 
meeting. Only three ballots to take place on any one day. 
A box to be proyided for each candidate. The name of the 
candidate to be put on the box. Balls, or counters, to be 
delivered by one of the Committee, who shall open the boxes, 
before dinner. Not less than twenty to form a ballot. 

XXXV. That those, who are kind enough, in future, to 
hold meetings in their houses, be requested strictly to adhere 
to Rule XII., in reference to the dinner. 

XXXVI. That every member, though abroad, be liable to 
pay their subscriptions. 

XXXVII. That, in future, any member, who wins a prize, 
shall have a ring taken off, for the remainder of the season, 
and during the next year ; and any member, who wins two 
prizes, in one year, shall have two rings taken off, for that and 
the following year ; and, in case of a prize being won, by such 
person, in the following year, a third ring shall be taken off, 
for that year, but only two to be taken off, for the following ; 
and in case no prize shall be won by such person, in the 
following year, then only one ring shall be taken off, in the 
succeeding year. This rule not to apply to extra prizes. 

XXXVUI. That a prize once awarded and distributed by 
the Lady Paramount, shall, in no case, be returnable, but 
that her award shall be final. 

XXXIX. That, in case of a Ue, and the weather or light 
does not admit of the tie being shot off, the prize shall be 
delivered to the party drawing the red ball, from a bag, held 




by the Lady Paramount ; the number of balls to be the same 
as the number of persons. 

XL. That the shooting shall terminate at a qoarter before 
seven o'clock, in the etening. That Mr. Thompson, the 
Secretary, shall cause a bell to be rung at that time. 

XLL That in the event of any member being entitled to 
either of the four original prizes, given by the society, snch 
member shall not be entitled to the extra prize, which, in 
such case, shall be given to the member, making the next 
best shot to such person, in the gold. 

XLII. That the names of the candidates be sent with the 
cards of invitation, issued previous to the meeting, at which 
they will be balloted for. 



(Hull) 




'HIS Society is one which is of comparatively recent 
formation, and, although quite in its infancy, possesses 
some very good shooters. The patron is Sir Thomas Aston 
Clifford Constable, of Burton Constable, Bart« 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The society does not muster at 
present more than seventeen members. 

Costume. — ^For costume, seeJEtule XXIII. 

Prizes. — The prizes are as follow : — The patron's challenge 
prize, called the Constable Arrow, value five pounds, being a 
silver arrow, the gift of the patron, shot for annnally, and 
awarded to the best gold ; the Captain's Gold Arrow (small), 
presented by a member, shot for at the monthly meetings, and 
awarded to the highest score ; the Lieutenant's Silver Medal, 
presented by a member, also shot for at the monthly meetings, 
and awarded to the second best sccnre. A Wooden Spoon is 
likewise awarded to the lowest score, at the annual meeting, 
and sweepstakes are also shot for on the annual field days. 
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Rni.Es. — The following are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Society of Archers* called the Hull Archers. 

I. That the society be denominated ** The Hull Abchebs.'* 

II. That some inflnential nobleman or gentleman, resident 
in Hull or the neighbourhood, or connected therewith, be 
requested to become the Patron of the society, who shall 
retain the title during his pleasure. 

III. That a President, Vice-President, and an Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer, be annually appointed by the 
members, from the general body, and that they, with two 
other members, to be also so appointed, do constitute a 
Committee, for the purpose of managing the afiEairs of the 
society ; three of whorn^ shall form a quorum. That such 
Committee shall, subject to the approval, revision, and 
alteration, of a general meeting of the members, have power 
to make bye-laws ; but that such Committee shall not have the 
power of electing members ; nor shall any bye-law alter the 
spirit or meaning of, or be inconsistent with, the existing laws 
of the society. 

IV. That all members shall be elected by ballot, at any 
weekly or monthly meeting of the society ; but no ballot shall 
take place, unless, at least, five members be present. Two 
black balls to exclude. 

V. That no candidate for admission into the society shall be 
balloted for, unless the member proposing him shall, at some 
weekly or monthly meeting, have given notice of his intention 
to proceed to such ballot, at least one week previous thereto. 

VI. That no person, being black-balled, shall be proposed 
again for admission, during the same season. 

VII. That the funds cf the society shall be raised by an 
annual subscription of haJf-a-guinea, to be paid by each 
member, and an entrance fee of one guinea, payable by each 
person, immediately upon his admission. Such funds shall be 
applied in defraying the incidental expenses of the society, 
obtaining prizes, &ic., &c. 

Vni. That such annual subscription shall be paid to the 
treasurer, on or before the first monthly meeting of the season ; 
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and^ that no member shall he allowed to shoot at the targets, 
or butts, whose subscription, entrance fee, or fines, are 
unpaid. 

I2L That the season, for shooting, commence the first Monday 
in May, and terminate the last Thursday in September. 

X. That meetings be held, for the purpose of practising 
shooting at the targets, or butts, on the evenings of Monday 
and Thursday, in each week, during the season. 

XI. That the meetings held on the first Thursday in each 
month, be termed Grand Monthly Meetings ; at which some 
prize or stake shall be subscribed and shot for, by the members 
present. All prizes, in money, so obtained, to be expended, 
by the winner thereof, in Archery equipments, or in plate. 

XII. That in each season, there shall be held a Grand Annual 
Field Day, on which occasion extra prizes shall be shot for. 
The precise day for holding such meeting to be fixed by the 
Committee, according to circumstances, and of which day so 
fixed, a fortnight's previous notice shall be given .to each 
member. 

XIII. That any member or members shall be allowed to 
practise shooting on other days than those before specified ; 
but the transactions of such meetings shall not be recognized 
by the society. 

XIV. That every Archer shall have his mark distinctly 
painted on his arrows; and shall, at the earliest opportunity, 
after his admission into the society, notify the color, style, or 
deviq^, of such mark, to the Secretary, who shall, thereupon, 
enter the particulars thereof in the minute book, immediately 
after the name of the party ; and that such mark shaU not 
afterwards be altered, except for some sufficient reason, and 
that then such change be communicated to the Secretary. 
Any member shooting with unmarked arrows, shall be fined 
one shilling for each arrow, every time that he shall use such. 

*XV. That, inasmuch as Archery is a laudable and innocent 
exercise, if any member, during the time of shooting, do use 
any oath, he shall subject himself to be fined one shilling for 
every such offence. 
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XVI. That if any member shall wilfully refuse to comply 
with the rules of the society, or shall otherwise render himself 
obnoxious to its well-being and interests, he shall, thereby, 
subject himself to expulsion ; and shall, thereupon, be expelled 
the society, by a majority of the members, at a special general 
meeting, to be convened for the purpose. 

XVII. That the Committee, or any five members, shall be 
empowered, at any time, to call a special general meeting of 
the society. 

XVIII. That the Annual General Meeting, for the 
transaction of the business of the society, and election of 
officers, shall be held on the first monthly meeting of the 
season. 

XIX. That at each monthly meriting, the Archer, who 
scores the highest number, shall be the Captain of the 
Targets, until the monthly meeting following. He shall take 
precedence, and be the sole arbitrator in all matters of doubt or 
dispute, that shall arise in respect, or during the time of, 
shooting ; his decision being final. It shall, also, be his duty 
to enforce the rules and regulations of the society, and to see 
that every member acts in conformity thereto. 

XX. That the Archer, who scores next in number, shall be 
the Lieutenant ; and, in the absence of the Captain, shall be 
entitled to precedence, have the same powers, and fulfil his 
duties. 

XXI. That the Captain of Targets shall have the power of 
imposing a fine of one shilling, upon any member who shall 
neglect, or refuse to obey, his conmiands. 

XXII. That all fines be paid to the Treasurer, to be by 
him disposed of as the Committee shall determine. 

XXIII. That the uniform of the society shall consist of a 
plain single-breasted cut-away coat, of Lincoln green, cloth, 
having a short collar, and made to button close under the chin, 
with gilt buttons, bearing to Archery device, the town arms, 
and the initial letters^ Jk*^** ^ o^^ English characters ; buff 
Kersey vest, and white or black trousers ; black patent leather 
bracer and belt, with arrow pouch, and broad steel buckle ; 
green worsted tassel, and ebony grease-box ; a broad-brimmed 



Archer's hat, turned up over the right eye, with band, buckle, 
and two eagle's feathers ; but the obtaining and wearing of 
the before-mentioned accoutrements only, shall be compulsory. 
Any member shooting without them, shall, on each occanon, 
be fined half-»-crown. 



{Irvine, Ayrthire.) 



^VLTHOUGH the good old English game of Archery is 
^^known to have been a favorite pastime, ages ago, within 
the Royal Burgh of Irvine, it was only in the year 1814, that 
the Irvine Tozophilites assumed their present name and 
characteristics. A chivalrous and enthusiastic spirit for the 
honors of this noble art, at that period was manifested. But 
the most glorious epoch, in the era of Irvine Archery^ was the 
£glinton Tournament. While that reproduction of the most 
romantic feature, in English history, was on the eve of 
being accomplished, many schemes were proposed among the 
gentiemen of Irvine, respecting the part and character they 
Should adopt in the gorgeous pageant. Some suggested 
their turning out in ancient Burghal costmne ; others^ their 
equipment and performance as a body of olden craftsmen, in 
the style of good King Crispin. But the suggestion of Baillie 
Dick, that it would be in . excellent keeping with the whole 
ari'angement, to assume the garb, and appear equipped, as a 
body of ancient Archers^ met with unanimous approval. 
Accordingly, on the 10th of July, 1839, a meeting of 
Toxophitites was convened within the Hall of the King's 
Arms Inn, at which it was moved by Baillie Dick, seconded 
by Provost Thompson, and unanimously agreed to, that *' the 
Secretary should be instructed to write to the Earl oi Eglinton, 
offering the services of the society to his Lordship^ at the then 
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forthcoming Tournament, in the papiM^ty of body goard^ to 
the '^ Queen of Beauty ;" or, if that part of tJie eerenoxual was 
ahready arranged, in any other suitable capacity, that his 
Lordship might appoint. 

The communication was inmiediately made, and the 

following answer was received, by return of post : — 

John E. Gabyen, Esq. 

Sib, — I had the honor of receiving your letter, and die 
annexed copy of the resolution, of the Irvine Toxophilite 
Sodety, yesterday, 

I shall feel much obliged to you to intimate to Captain 
Fullarton, and the other members of the society, l^at I am 
most grat^ul to them for the flattering offer they have made 
me ; and that I shall, with the greatest pleasure, avaU myself 
of it. 

Their position, in the procession and Tournament, shall be 
left entirely to their own choice ; and can be arranged 
between Captain Fullarton and myself, when I return home, 
in the beginning of August. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

(Signed) EGLINTON. 

Orosvetior Street, Monday, Juiy 15th, 

In consequence of the above very kind communication, his 
Lordship invited the Archers, as guests, to the sumptuous 
entertainments, that took place on the occasion. The body, 
accordingly, mustered strong, and conducted themselves in a 
maimer that elicited universal applause. Their dress was strictly 
O'la Bobin Hood, copied from a painting, in the British Museum. 

Captain Grahame (late of Her Majesty's 6th Regiment of 
Infantry) commanded the company. 

Since the above period, his Lordship has been the Patron 

of the society, and has frequently associated^ and participated, 

with them, in the gay and galhuit pastime. He has, also, 

since presented them with a j^orgeous ^Id belt and quiver, 

beautifully set with large valuable carbuncles. On the face 

of the quiver^ is engraved — 

** Presented to the Irvisus Arakers, hy Arohibaid WUiiam Earl 

ofEglinJton and Winton, ISiZ." 

This belt and quiver are now shot for, annually, as stated in 
the list of shootings, f or eaoh year. 
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Motto. — ^' Ob poster oi jcumlamur" 

NvMBEB OF Membebs. — The present number of members is 
one hundred and sixty. 

Costume. — The costume of this society consists of coat and 
bonnet of LincoUi green; buff colored tights; boots and 
gauntlets ; white collar and eagle's feather. 

Pbizes. — The prizes aro various^ and are usually given by 
members, with the exception of the Eglinton gold belt and 
quiyer, which, as already stated, are shot for annually. 
The following prize list, will shew the extent and value of the 
prizes contested for, during the last season : — 



PBIZES. 



8H00TIM08. 



Belt, tassel, & grease 
cup 



Dressing case 



Bow 



At butts 



At butts 



Silver medal 



Set of arrows, Lon- 

doB make 

Silver medal 



At butts 



At butts 



CONDITIONS. 



Set of prize arrows... 



Shakspeare's Works, 

5 vols., 

Do. do. do. 



Sweepstakes, Is. each 



At butts 
At butts, 



At targets, 
dist. 100 yds. 



At butts 



Elev. target.. 



Most centre blacks, on Tues- 
days, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days, the fixed practising 
days, till 28th August. 

To any member who never 
gained an annual prize, but 
who shall count the greatest 
number of shots, during the 
fixed shootings for prizes. 

To the member having the 
second greatest number of 
best shots, during tlie year's 
fixed prize shootmgs. 

First shooting — p^reatest num- 
ber of arrows m the mark — 
one point for each arrow — 
successful competitor at this 
and two succeeding dioot- 
ings not allowed to compete 
tm 18th August—If not shot 
for on the day named, to meet 
same day, each week, till 
competed for. 

The nearest shot to the centre. 

Second shooting, same as first 
shooting. 

First shooting— most arrows 
in the target^ nearest the 
centre — ^botii days shootings 
to be computed. 

For members who have not 
gsdned an annual prize — 
greatest number of shots, 
during both competitions, 
to be added together. 

One point for each arrow. 
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PRIZE LIST— CONTINUED. 



PBIZE8. 



SHOOTINQS. 



CONDITIONS. 



Pattern shooting 

bonnet 

A pair of arrows 

Set of arrows 

Silver medal 

Set of prize arrows. ». 



At butts , 



At butts 

At targets, 
dlst. 100 yds. 
At butts .... 



At targets, 
dist. 100 yds. 



Bow and pair ofjAt butts 
arrows , 



Prize bow. 



At targets, 
dist. 100 yds. 



Portrait of Lord Eg- 

linton, framed.... 
Prize bow 



Bow, arrows, and oak 

ease 

SUver medal 



Prize bow. 



Eglinton gold belt 

and quiver 

Sweepstakes, Is. each 
Silver quaigh 



Set of arrows 

Tournament medal, At butts 
Silver mounted horn At butts 



Case for bow, arrows, 
and uniform 



Bow, arrows, and oak 
case ..! 

Sweepstakes, Is. each 
with another prize. 



At butts 



At targets, 
dist. 100 yds. 



At butts 
At butts 



At targets, 
dist. 100 yds. 
At butts...., 



Weight to be carried,agreeable 

to rules of society. 
Nearest shot to the centre. 
Most arrows in the target. 

Third shooting — same as first 
shooting. 

Second shooting — most arrows 
in the target, nearest the 
centre — ^boUi days shootings 
to be computed^ 

Greatest number of shots in 
bull's eye — one point for 
each arrow. 

First shooting— highest count- 
ing to gain— the three days' 
shootii^ to be computed. 

For members who have not 
gained an annual prize. 

Second shooting — highest 
counting to gain — three 
days' shootings to be com- 
puted. 

First shooting— according to 
rules for annual prize. 

Successful competitors of the 
three previous shootings to 
contend — one point for each 
arrow. 

Third shooting same as two 
previous shootings. 

Annually — Annivebsabt. 



Elev. target. 
At butts .... 



At butts 

At butts 
At butts 



Annually— subject to condi- 
tions to be named, previous 
to first shooting. 

Most arrows in the target. 

To be gained, by the same 
individual, two years con- 
secutively, agreeable to 
printed regulations, affect- 
ing annual prizes — highest 
counter, the tournament 
medal; second highest, the 
horn. 

For members who have never 
gained a prize of greater 
value than 10s. 6d. 

Second shooting, same as first 
shooting. 
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Rules. — The following is a correct copy of the rales a&d 
regulations of the Iryine TozophHiteSy as adopted in 1841 : — 

1 . — Conttitutian. 

I. The society shall retain the original designation of the 
" Irvine Toxophilites." 

XL The Office-bearers shall ccHisist of a Captain-General, 
Captain, Treasurer, Secretary, and six members, to be chosen 
out of theb number, who shall also form the Standing Butt 
and ¥iM Comnuttees. 

III. The Office-bearers shall be elected annually, by the 
members, excepting the Captain, who bhall be the person 
gaining the annual prize. 

IV. There shall be paid by new members, the sum ef ten 
shilliDgs and sixpence, 9s entry-money ; and each member 
shall pay an annual subscription of two shilliiigs and sixpence, 
OA 1^ 28Ui of August. 

V. Fiye members shall form a quorum, for general meetings, 
and three, for meetings of Committee. 

2^^Duti$8 <f Officebearers, 

VI. The Captain-General shall preside at all meetings, 
and, in his absence, die Captain. In the absence of both, the 
meeting shall choose its President, and the person presiding 
shaU have a deliberatiye, and, in case of equality, a casting 
vote. 

VII. The Treasurer shall be collector and custodier of the 
funds, and his aecounts shall be balanced on the Monday 
previous to the Amioal General Meeting. 

VIII. The Secretary shall keep a record of the whole 
proceedings of the society ; shall intimate the meeting^ to the 
members, and shall be, ea-officio, Secretary to the Committee 
meetings, and keep the minutes thereof. 

IX. The Committee shall fix all meetings, whether for 
business or shooting ; shaH fix the number and value of the 
prizes to be competed for ^ shall issue a printed card for the 
seasoD, specifying the days of shooting, and the prizes to be 
shot for, with the concQtiens; shall meet on the Monday 
previous to the Annual Greneral Meeting, to audit the 
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Treasurer's accounts; shall strike the balance thereon^ and 
report the same to the Annual General Meetug. 

3. — Shootings. 

X. Previous to aU shootings, the members present shall 
appoint an Umpire, who shall decide in all matters, regarding 
the shootings ; whose decision shall be final. 

XI. At all shootings, the members shall shoot by pairs; 
to be fixed by the Judge recdving an arrow from each 
member, and placing them in two parallel lines. The members 
whose arrows are opposite, being the pair, the two first 
placed, shooting first. Members shall stand to the left of the 
target; shall shoot standing before the target, and the shooter, 
on discharging the first arrow, shall go off to the right of the 
target, and pass to the left. He shall be followed by his 
partner, in the same manner, till they have discharged their 
arrows ; and this shall be observed through the whole shooting, 
by all the members present. At every end of shooting, each 
member shall discharge two arrows. 

XII. No member shall stand in front of the target, except 
the shooter, nor leave the target shot from, until all the arrows 
be discharged. 

XIII. A member, not being prepared to shoot, in his turn, 
shall forfeit the privilege for that time, and shoot after the 
whole members shall have shot the end. 

XIV. Every member shall have his name on his arrows; 
and failing such marking, no arrow shall count. 

4. — Prizes. 

XV. The society shall hold their anniversary en the 28th 
day of August, annually, when a prize shall be set out, 
furnished from the funds of the society, of not less value than 
two pounds sterling, the amount of which shall be determined 
at a special meeting of Committee, to be called for that 
purpose, at least, four weeks, previous to the anniversary ; 
and, at this meeting, the particular prize shall be fixed, and 
ordered to be furnished. 

XVI. Gainers of previous, as well as future, annual prizes at 
butts, shall carry the following weights : — The gainers of one 
prize, as four to three ; of two or more, as three to two. 
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Xyil. The weights, for minor prizes, shall be by handi- 
capping, in the same proportions. 

XVIII. In shooting for field prizes, the handicapping shall 
be the same as above. 

XIX. Persons presenting prizes to the society, shall have 
the power to fix all the conditions on which these shall be 
competed for. 

6. — Special Meetings, 

XX. A General Meeting of the society shall be held 
annually, on the 28th day of August, immediately after the 
shooting, when the office-bearers shall be chosen, and the 
report of the Treasurer's accounts laid before the meeting, 
and new members may be proposed and admittedby acclamation, 
at that meeting, and during the evening, the general regulations 
for the admission of members being, in this case, dispensed with. 

XXI. No member shall compete for the annual prize, unless 
admitted a member at, or previous to, the last anniversary. 

XXII. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the society on 
receiving a reqiusition, signed by three members, stating the 
particular business for which such meeting is. to be called ; 
and no other business shall be transacted at such meeting, but 
that to which the requisition applies, except the proposal or 
regular admission of new members. 

XXIII. The members, at their annual meeting, shall elect 
a Clerk, who shall attend on all occasions of shooting ; shall 
keep a book, to be furnished by the society, in which he shall 
regularly enter the names of each shooter, with the value of 
the shootings made by each. 

6. — General Regvlations, 

XXIV. Persons wishing to become members, must be 
recommended by a member, and seconded, and the applieation 
shall lie on the table for ten days; and no applicant shall be 
admitted, except by a majority of, at least, two-thirds of the 
members present, or at a pro re nata meeting, called by 
the Secretary at the end of that period, or at any of the 
Special General Meetings of the society ; and the admission 
shall be decided by ballot. 
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XXV. On the admission of a member, the Secretary shall 
immediately intimate the same to the applicant, and the entry- 
money shall be forthwith paid to the Treasurer ; and failing 
such payment, within one iftonth from the date of the Intimation 
made to him, the admission shall be nnll and yoid. - 

XXVI. Members belonging to, and who have gained annual 
prizes, in any other society or club, shall be handicapped, and 
carry weight. In the same manner, as the members of this 
society. 

XXVII. The regulated distance to be shot at the butts, 
shall be thirty-two yards ; and, in the field shooting, one 
hundred yards. 

' XXVIII. In butt shooting, the target shall be fixed on the 
butts, and the smaller one to be placed on the centre, and 
shot at, shall uot exceed twelve inches in diameter, to be 
divided into six circles. Into whichever circles the arrows 
penetrate, the value thereto attached, shall be counted to their 
respective owners — ^tiie outer eirde to numerate one, and so 
on ; adding one for every otiier circle, to I3ie centre, which 
numerates six. 

XXIX. When, at the end €£ the time allotted^ two or more 
competitors shall be equal, each shall shoot two arrows — ^the 
person counting the greater number (no weight being now 
carried) shall b^ declared the vletor—but^ in ^le event of a 
blank end, or parties again being equal, another end, or more, 
to be shot, till the matter be decided. 

XXX. Members, competing for the annual prize, must 
appear dressed in the uniform coat and bonnet, vdth feather, 
of the society, or in the uniform eoat and bonnet of any other 
Archer^s Sodei^, or club, otherwise, they will not be allowed 
to compete. 

XXXI. Members, who shoot on the annivorsary, and do not 
dine with the society, shafl pay three shilMngs, to go to the 
funds of the society. 

XXXII. No member, in arrear, -aliall be allowed to ^rote at 
€he meetings, or to shoot in ike sodioty's grounds. 

XXXiU. All menben, who hme gained annual prizes, or 
futiffo gaineirs of such prizes, must set out, wilftiln the year 
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thereafter^ a prise^ of not less value than ten shillings and 
oxpence. 

XXXrV« No person shall shoot, at any time, at the butts, 
without putting up the covered target, under the penalty of 
one shilling, for each offence. Such fine to go to the funds of 
the society. 

XXXy. All bets, taken by the members, upon the issue of 
shootings, shall be paid into the funds of the society. 

XXXVI. Each member shall be suppUed with a printed 
copy of the rules and regulations ; also, with the shooting 
card for the season. 

XXXVII. These rules and regulations shall take effect, and 
be in force, from the 28th day of August, 1841, and until the 
same shall be altered ; but no alteration, addition, or new 
rule and regulation, shall be made, except with the consent of, 
at least, two-thirds of the members present, at a special 
meeting, to be called for that purpose — notice of the intention 
to move an alteration, being also made, at any previous 
meeting, at least ten days before such meeting take place. 



(Lancatier.) 
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'HE John O'Gaunt's Bowmen are an old and important 
society. They were revived at Lancaster in the year 
1788, and again revived in 1820, since which time they appear 
to have prospered. 

NuMBBB or Members. — ^The number of members is now 
about thirty, to which number the society is limited. 

Costume.— -See Bule II. 

Pbizes.>— For an aocount of the prizes see Bules X. and XI. 

BuLEs — The following are the Bules and Begulations of the 
John O'Gaunt's Bowmen, as revised and reprinted in 1838. 
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I. That the society shall consist of thirty memberSy and shall 
not exceed that number. 

II. The uniform of the society shall be a dark green body- 
coat, lined. with white silk, with the society's buttons, and 
black trousers, and plain white waistcoat, with the uniform 
button, and black neckcloth, or stock, for full dress. For 
shooting dress, a Kendal-green frock coat, with gilt buttons, 
with an arrow thereon, green cloth upright collar, with an 
arrow embroidered thereon, white drill trousers, a green 
foraging cap, and black neckcloth, or stock. That the color 
of the cloth, the form of making the coat, the si2e and fig^e 
of the button, and every other article of uniform, shall be the 
same as at present used by the society. 

III. That any gentleman, desirous of becoming a member of 
the society, shall be proposed by one of the members, to the 
Secretary, who shaU give notice thereof, by circular, at least 
one week before the day of election. The election shall be by 
ballot ^ and, unless the candidate shall haye the Totes of two- 
thirds of the members present, in his faror, he shall not be 
admitted ; and, upon his admission to the society, shaU pay to 
the Treasurer the sum of two pounds oyer and besides his 
annual subscription. If more than one candidate shaU be 
proposed for any one vacancy, each shall be balloted for 
separately, in the order in which they have been proposed to 
the Secretary. The transactions of the ballot shall be kept 
secret, under pain of a fine of ten shillings and sixpence, to be 
paid to the Treasurer, for the use of the society. 

IV. That a general annual meeting of the society shall be 
held on the first Saturday in May, in each year ; at which 
meeting the accounts of the past year shall be audited, the 
officers for the ensuing year appointed, the days and hours for 
shooting fixed, the amount of the subscription for the ensuing 
year determined, and the general business of the society 
transacted. 

V. That, at the general annual meeting, a Patroness and 
Patron shall be nominated for the ensuing year ; and, in case of 
a difference of opinion arising among the members present, the 
nomination shall be made by the majority present 3 and that 
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tile Patroness shall be alternately a married and a single lady. 
VL That the Secretary shall, upon the written request of 
any three members of the society, call a special meeting for 
any general or specific purpose, by circular, expressing that 
purpose ; and, in case the Secretary shall neglect or refuse to 
call stich meeting, that it shall then be competent. Upon such 
request, for any member of the society to call such meeting. 

VII. That, at meetings, in case of a difference in opinion, 
the majority of voices present (except in the case of an election 
of a new member) shall be decisive of the question under 
discussion ; and, in case of an equality of rotes, the Chairman 
shall haye the casting vote. 

VIII. That the targets shall be placed at 13 roods, or 91 
yards, and 9 roods, or 63 yards distance ; and that the shooting 
shall consist of six rounds, or twelre targets, at 13 roods ; 
and six rounds, or 12 targets, at 9 roods ; and that the score 
upon the targets shall be as follows : — 

For every hit in the Gold Nine. 

— — Red Seven. 

— — Inner White. .Five. 

— — Black Three. 

_ — OnterWhitcOne. 

and that the green edge, or boss, shall not be reckoned in the 
score; and any dispute arising about any hit, shall be 
determined by the Captain of the target for the time being, 
whose decision shall be final. 

IX. That the member, who shall achieve the highest score 
upon the first day of pactice "in each week, shall be the 
Captain of the target ibr that week ; and that he shall attend, 
on each day*s shooting, during the week in which he is 
Captain, under the penalty of two shillings and sixpence, for 
each time he shall omit to attend, imless he shall appoint a 
lieutenant, or deputy, in case he shall be unable to attend. 

X. That the members shall meet on some day, to be fixed 
for the purpose, at isome meeting of the society, to be called 
the ** Medal Day ;'* of which notice shall be given to all the 
members, by the secretary ; on which day, the members shall 
shoot for a pri2fe bow, of the value of two guineas, to be 
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aivarded to the best general score ; half-a-doz^i arrows to 
the second-best general score ; and shall afterwards dine 
together ; to which dumer^ each member shall be at liberty 
to invite two guests, and shall bear his own expenses, and 
those of his guests ; such expenses to be apportioned by the 
Treasurer^ for the time being, among the members present, at 
such dinner. That the winner of the bow shall preside, and 
that the second-best score shall be the Vice-President. 

XI. That the annual Gala shall be fixed, at a fecial 
meeting of the society, to be conTened, by notice, for that 
purpose ;.aad shall be conducted under such regulations, and 
in such manner, as the migoritj of the members present at 
such meeting, or a Ckmimittee, to be called the ^ Gala 
Committee," appointed by them, for tbat purpose, shall think 
pr<^erto direct. That on such Oala (weather permitting.) 
th^ annual prizes shall be contended for, and awarded as 
follows :-~- 

To the best general score— Captain of the Target — the 
soeiety's cup, or other prize, to be agreed upon at such 
last-mentioned meeting. 
To the second-best general score — a bow and arrows^ of 

the value of three guineas. 
To the best score at 13 roods — the large silver arrow. 
To the best score at 9 roods — the smail silver arrow^ 
To the most central hit — The gold medal; 
and, in case any other prize shall be contended for, the same 
shall be awarded in such way, and to such a score, as shall be 
determined upon at the last-mentioned meeting, or by the 
Committee, to be appointed as be£ore-menti<med; and such 
meeting, or Comij^ttee, shall have the power of altering the 
before-menlioned cUstribntionof prizes, in such maimer as ihey 
shall tlnnk proper, to suit any oircumstajiees arising which 
may, in th^r opinion, call for such alteration. 

XII. That a ball and supper shall take place m the evening 
of the Gala Day, to wMd^ each member shall havo the disposal 
of six oards of invitation ; but the Gala Committee may, if ^herj 
think proper, order any additional number to be issued; and 
that each member shall bear the expenses of himself and his 
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own g^sts^ at such ball and supper; such expenses to be 
apportioned to each member, by the Treasurer of the society^ 
for the time being. 

XIII. That the Patroness and Patron shall preside at the 
Galay and at the ball and supper ; and shall haye the disposal 
of as many cards of inyitation as they shall think proper ; and 
that the expenses of such guests^ and of the honorary members 
of the society, and such guests as may be inyited by the 
society, (such invitations to be determined upon by the Gala 
Committee, for the time being,) who shall be present thereat, 
shall be borne by the society at large, and be paid for out of 
the general fund of the society. 

XIV. That the cup, or other prize, in lieu thereof, and the 
bows, shall be retained by the winners ; but the two silver 
arrows and gold medal, shall be returned to the Secretary, 
one wee^, previous to the gala, succeeding that on which they 
were won, to be again contended for ; and that each winner 
of the arrows, shall affix thereto a small silver medallion, with 
his name, and the time of his winning it, engraved thereon, 
previous to its being returned to the Secretary ; and in case 
any member shall neglect to affix such medallion, that the 
same, engpraved, as before mentioned, shall be affixed at the 
expense of the society, such expense to be charged to the 
account of the member, so neglecting to affix the same, as 
aforesaid, and shaU be paid by him accordingly. 

XV. That every member shall, on his admission, present 
the society, upon the first day of shooting, on which he shall 
make his appearance on the ground, with two bottles of Claret, 
and, upon the marriage of any member of the society, he 
shall present the society with a bishop, which shall consist of, 
at least, one dozen of wine, with lemons, spices, &c. ; but this 
rule shall not be considered as a limitation, so as to prevent 
the member making any addition thereto, which his feelings of 
hospitality and kindness to the society may suggest. 

XVI. That every member, appearing on the ground on the 
*' Medal Day," or "Gala Day," without his uniform, shall 
forfeit, and pay to the Treasurer, for the use of the society, the 
sum of ten shillings and sixpence ; and every member appearing 
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at dinners, or at the ball, not in uniform, shall forfeit and pay 
to the Treasurer, for the use of the society, the sum of ten 
shillings and sixpence, except in the case of members being 
clergymen; and a piece of crape round the left arm of the 
uniform shall, as in case of military mourning, be the mourning 
to be worn by members of the society, appearing in their 
uniform, and who shall be in mourning. 

XVII. That every person, except him whose turn it is to 
shoot, (the turns of shooting to be determined by the Captain 
of the target, for the time being,) shall stand clear of the 
butt ; and any member advancing three yards beyvnd the face 
of the butt, or walking between the butts, at the time any 
other member is shooting, so as to balk or impede his shot, 
shall forfeit the sum of sixpence. 

XVIII. That any member shooting with arrows not marked 
with a private mark, so as to be distinguished from the arrows 
of the other members of the society, shall forfeit the sum of 
two shillings and sixpence, for each day on which he shall 
shoot, such sum or sums to be paid to the Treasurer, for the 
use of the society. 

XJX. That all fines shall be paid to the Treasurer, for the 
use of the society, within one month, after the member liable 
to the same shall have been apprized thereof, by the Secretary 
for the time being. 

XX. That each member, winning a cup, or other first 
prize, on the Gala Day, shall thereafter, in shooting for a 
prize, be deprived of one ring of the target, commencing with 
the outer white, for each cup so won, and shall not be allowed 
to score the hits in the ring or rings, of which he shall be so 
deprived, but such deprivation shall not extend to any other 
prize on the Gala or Medal Day, than the first prize. 

XXI. That every member neglecting to pay his subscription, 
or expenses, or fines, for the space of two years, afLer having 
received notice of the same being due, shall be considered to 
have resigned, and that it shall be competent for the society to 
proceed to elect another member in his place, without any 
further notice to him. 




XXII. That any member, becoming disagreeable to tbe 
ftociety, may be expelled by the votes of two-thirds of the 
members presenty at any meeting, to be called for the purpose. 

XXIII. That no alteration in, or abrogation of, these ndes, 
shall take place, or new ones be made, imtil snch alteration or 
new law shall have been proposed and seconded at one 
meeting, and approved by ihree-fovrths of the members 
present, at a subsequent meeting ; one week's notice thereof to 
be given, by the Secretary, to all the members. 



liilbimie '^xc\)ttB, 

{Scotland.) 




^HE KillHrnie Archers' Society, is, at present, in its 
infancy, or, in other words, is only in a state of formation. 
It is probable, however, that, ere long, the society will establish 
itself in full vigour, as the inhabitants of ''b<ninie Scotland" 
are well known to be ardent admirers of the manly sport of 
Archery. 

NuMBEB OF Members. — Owing to the very reoent formation 
of the club, there are only ten members at present enrolled. 

Costume, Prizes, and Rules. — For the reason, above stated, 
the Kilbimie Archers have not yet been able to fix upon any 
particular costume, prizes, or rules, but will probably do so 
during the ensuing summer. 



Eilwittning 1Xxc\)ttB. 

{Kilwinning, Ayrshire.) 



j|^EW, if any, of tiie Archery 8oeieti«s of the Ui^ted 
Sl*^ Kingdom, can vie with the Ancient Kflwintning Archers, 
or, as they are frequently termed, the Kilwianing Papinffo 
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Society, in point of antiquity, the original period of their 
institfition being 1483. They are in the regular habit of 
practising a yery old game, commonly termed shooting at the 
popinjay, which is the figure of a bird carved In wood, and 
fixed at a considerable eleyation. In this game the Scotch 
Archers differ only slightly from the Flemings, and that in 
th^ mode of fixing up the mark. Like the Greeks, who 
exhibited their dexterity at those funerial games celebrated on 
the death of Hector, the latter aim at a bird fixed on the 
summit of a tall mast. The Scotch, on the contrary, affix their 
popinjay, or bird, to a piece of wood or iron, projecting from 
the church steeple, the Archer placing his left foot against the 
base of the tower, and, of course, discharging his arrow 
perpendicularly. An account of the proceedings, which teok 
place at the last meeting of this description, will be found by 
referring to pages 77 — 80. His Royal Highness Prince Albert 
of Saxe-Coburg, &c., &c., is the Patron of the society. 

NuMBEB or Membebs. — The exact number of members is 
unknown to the writer, but the Kilwinning Archers' Society 
consists of members of several other societies. 

Costume. — See Rule XXIX'. 

Pbizes. — Unknown. 

Rules. — The Rules and Regulations of the Ancient 

Kilwinning Archers, were revised in 1844, and are as 

follow : — 

1. — Conxtitution. 

I. The society shall be designated ** The Anoiekt Sooibtt 

OF KlLWlHNINO AbOHEBS.*' 

II. The Office-bearers shall consist of a Captain-General, 
four Lieutenant-Generals, four Major-Generals, four Ensign- 
Grenerals, two Brigadier-Generals, Nine Councillors, (of whom 
the Captain-General, Treasurer, and Secretary, shall be three 
ex-officiis) a Chaplaini a Surgeon, a Treasurer, a Secretary, 
and an Officer. 

III. The Office-bearers shall be elected for life, except the 
Captain-General, who shall be declared annually, as the 
successful competitor at the papingo shooting, for the silver 
arrow ; the Councillors elect, whose appointment shall be for 
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three years ; and Treasurer, Secretary, and Offieer, whose 
appointment shall be during the pleasure of the society. 
Vacancies shall be filled up, by the society, at each annual 
meeting. Past Captain-General, only, shall be eligible for 
the rank of Brigadier, Ensign, Major, or lieutenant-GeneraL 
Two of the Councillors elect shall go out of office annually, by 
rotation ; but they may be re-elected — ^the two highest on the 
list being always Proses and Vice-Preses, respectiTely, and 
three a quorum. 

IV. Failing a Captain-General, the society shall appmnt a 
Commissioner, to discharge the duties of the office. 

V. New members shall only be admitted at the annual 
meetings, alter dinner. Candidates for admission^ shall be 
proposed by one member, seconded by another, and admitted 
by a minority of votes. Each member, cm admission, shall pay 
ten shiUings and sixpence, to the Treasurer $ and subscribe, 
by himself, or proxy, (who shall be personally liable) an 
obligation to give out a piece of gold or silrer plate, not under 
twenty-one shiUings in yalne, for a butt pxiae, when, by 
rotation, it shall become his duty. 

VI. Honorary members shall hare all the priyilegea of the 
society. 

2. — Dviies of Office^wrert. 

VII. The Captidn-General shall preside at aJl meetings of 
the society, and in his absence, the next highest and senior 
Office-bearer, on the list, not under the rank of Brigadier- 
General. Failing such, the meeting shall elect its own Preses, 
for the time. The Preses shall have » deliberative, and, in 
case of equality, a casting rote. 

VIIL The Captain-General, during office^ dttU be the 
eui^odier of the silver arrow, the medals, or badges, and other 
insigni& and property of the society, and shall givo aa 
oUigatien, with sufficient security, for the saDety of thesoi 
and, for their production, at the next annual meetii^, with an 
additional badge of gold or diver ai^pended, commemorative 
<^ his own Captaincy, and for payment of the expenses (^ 
points, wing ribbons, nmaie, entertaioments, (except dinner) 
and all other expenses, attending the next annual meetinjg;'* 
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When members shall^ twice^ or oftener^ gain the Captaincy^ 
they may either append additional medals, or, in their option, 
insert additional inscriptions on the former medals. 

IX. The Council shall have power to arrange and settle all 
the business of the society, between the annual meeting^. It 
shall hare power, from time to time, to enact bye-laws, 
regarding the shootings, not inconastent with the mles of the 
society. The Preses, and, in his absence, the Vice-Preses, 
shall be Convener. 

X. The Treasurer shall be collector and custodier of the 
funds, and his accounts shall be annually rendered, and shall 
be audited by a quorum of Council, previous to the annual 
meeting, when they shall be produced and entered in the 
minute book. 

XI. The Secretary shall keep the records of the society, 
and shall regularly prepare and engross the minutes of the 
meetings of the society, and of Council, which shall be 
subscribed in the book, by the officer prodding. He 9hall 

I duly advertise^ and, if necessary, intimate by cireulars, the 
annual, and other meetings, of the society. He shall insert, 
in a separate book, the names and deagnations of all members 
of the society, and annually insert, in the minute book, the 
names of the competitors for the butt prize, and at the 
papingo shooting. He shall regularly mark, in the separate 
book, the dates,- when members, respectively, gite butt 
prizes. 

3, — Meetings, 
XII* The society shall meet annually, at ELilwinning, on the 
26th August, being the birth-day of the present Patron, or, 
on such other day in the month of July or August, as may 
be fixed by the Captain-General, which day shall be duly 
advertised in, at least, one county newspaper, by the Secretary, 
not less than three weeks previous, and on which the butt and 
papingo shootings shall take place. 

XIIL All the business of the society, except the admlssioa 
of new members, shall be tranaaotad Immediately after the 
butt shootingj between twelve and two o'clock, before the 
papingo shooting o<»»infi8ices, and at no other time of the day. 
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XIV. The Captain-General^ and in his absence, the Preses^ 
or Vice-Preses, of Council, shall haye power, from time to 
time, to call special meetingpi of the society ; the purposes of 
which shall be intimated by newspaper advertiseBMnt, or, by 
circulars, fourteen days, at least, before the meeting. 

4. — Butt Shootings. 

XV. The piize to be annually given out, by the member, in 
rotation, shall be competed for only by the members of the 
society, wearing the uniform bonnet. Past Captains, and the 
Captain-General, wearing, also, their silk benns. It is 
strongly urged that all members do appear in the uniform of 
this society, as expressed in Article XXIX., or in that of any 
other society to which they may belong, with the addition of 
the bonnet of this society. 

XVI. Previously to the conmiencement of shooting, an 
Umpire shall be appointed, to settle all disputes. The Captain- 
General, or next highest, and senior officer present, not 
under the rank of Brigadier-General, and not competing, shall 
be appointed. Failing such, any member of the society, 
or neutral person present, may be chosen by a majority 
of the competitors. The Umpire shall have power to maintain 
order during the competition, and his decision, in cases of 
dispute, shall be final. 

XVII. The butt shooting shall commence on the day of the 
annual meeting, exactly at ten o'clock, a.m., and terminate at 
noon. 

XVIII. If three members, at least, do not appear to 
compete, the butt prize shooting shall be adjourned to another 
day and hour, to be fixed by the Captain-General, and 
intimated, after dinner, on the diiy of the annual meeting. 
The time for competition to be, in like manner, limited to two 
hours, unless otherwise provided by the Captain-General. 

XIX. The small target, to be shot at on the butts, shall be 
circular, nine inches in diameter, divided into three equal 
circles. A shot in the outer circle, counting one; in the 
middle circle, two ; and, in the inner circle, three shots. The 
arrows must be enturely within the circle they count from. 

XX. The prize shall be awarded to the member who makes 
three consecutive first shots ; but, if he has previously gained 
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a prize, four consecutive first shots; and, if two or more 
prizes, fire consecutive first shots; the arrow nearest the 
centre of the target to count first. 

■ XXI. If, upon the termination of the time limited, the 
prize be not gained in this manner, it shall be awarded to the 
member who has gained the greatest number of shots; but 
members, who have gained a prize previously, shall count, 
with others, as four to three ; and, if two or more prizes, as 
five to three. If two or more competitors be equal, they shall; 
afterwards, compete for the prize between or among themselves, 
subject to the same rules ; the time to be fixed by the Umpire. 

XXII. The gainer of the butt prize shall, agreeably to 
ancient custom, give a bowl of punch. 

XXIII. The distance of the butts shall be thirty yards. 

5, — Papingo Shootings, Dinner, 6fc, 
XXIY. After butt shooting, and after the business of the 
society is transacted, the members, and candidates for admission, 
shall proceed to the tower, and shoot, according to ancient 
custom, at the fixed papingo, till four o'clock, for points and 
vring ribbons. Each member and candidate shall pay, to 
the Treasurer, two shillings and sixpence, upon his name 
being enrolled for this sport for the day. All members 
shall wear the uniform bonnet of this society. 

XXV. After the papingo shooting, members, and their 
friends, shall dine together. Members, who have competed 
for the butt prize, and do not dine, shall pay ten shillings and 
sixpence, which shall go to the fimds of the society. Candidates 
for admission, who have shot at the papingo and others, shall 
be proposed and voted for after dinner ; and the butt prize 
shall then be presented, by the Captain-General, to the 
successful candidate. 

XXYI. Thereafter, members shall re-assemble at the tower, 
when shooting for the silver arrow, originally presented to the 
society, by Bailie David Muir, of Kilwinning, shall take place, 
according to ancient custom. The competitor who, by himself 
or proxy, first shoots down the papingo, set out moveably from 
the turrets, shall be declared Captain-General for the 
following year. 






XZYII. Members thaJH, thereafter^ walk in processioii from 
the Tow«r to the Gross ; each Pa«t Captaui-General having 
his benn about him. Ale^ and other Uquor% shall be dnmk at 
the imikeeperi' doors, in passings aceording to ancient custom. 

XX.VIIL If any member gain the sUver arrow, for six 
years, oonsecntiTely, the property thereof, and <tf the whole 
medals attached thereto, shall beeome his. Bat he shall be 
bonnd to present to the society a prise of gold or silver plate, 
not mider fifty poimds in value, to be competed for under such 
regulations as the soeiety may fix. 

G.'— £7fit/bniL 

XXIX. On all special occasions, when called on by the 
Captain-General to do so^ members shall wear the full uniform 
of the society, which shall consist of— 1st, a l^tewarton 
bonnet, white, with red top, and a green circle, according to 
pattern, bound with a green silk ribbon; 2nd, a plain single- 
breasted surtout, or tunic, of dark green cloth^ fastened with 
hooks«and-eyes, skirts, lined with black silk, with upright 
collar, edged round, and %ured with black braiding, and a 
broad black morocco leather belt, with brass buckle — ^tho 
figure of an arrow, in brass, to be fixed on each side of the 
collar (^ the tunic; 3rd, vests, if worn^t to be of white 
cadimere ; 4th, dark green cloth trousers i 5tb, grease cup 
and green worsted tassel; 6th, gauntlets of white leather; 
7th, blftek satin atook or neckcloth; 8th, boots. Patterns of 
the uniform to lie with the clothiers* For ball dress, white 
kerseymere trousers^ in place of green trousers. 

XXX. The distinguishing badges, for Captains-Genei^, 
and Past Captaims-General, shall be their pink silk benns. The 
Captain-General, after the day of iippointmentx to wear two 
benns while in office, his own and the society's. 

7. — General JUgtUations. 

XXXI. The donors of voluntary jurizes shall bo entitled to 
prescribe such regulationsi in the competition for such priaesjk 
as they may think fit. 

XXXII. The Secretary shall,, annually, in March, write to 
the member in rotation for the butt prize, to lodge his prize 
with the Secretary, on or before the 15th May. 
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XXXIIL Tke society shall have a jeweller and medallist^ 
a clothier, and a bowmaker ; the appomtmetits for which 
offices shall be during the pleasure of the Society. 

These regulations shall be in force, after the annual meeting 
of 1844. No alteration or addition whateyer shall be made, 
except at the annual meetings, or at special meeting8> called 
for the purpose, duly adyertised.; and notice of the proposed 
alteration or addition, shall be g^ren at a previous AnTmnJ 
Meeting of the society, to lie on the table^ for consideration. 



liingBton C2lrcl)er0* 

(SuU.) 



IITN the year 183(^ two Societies of Archers were formed in 
^ Hull, viz. :-^4he '^Hallahire Bowmen," and the '* Kingston 
Archers;" but, in 1886, these societies were amalgamated^ 
imder the tiUe of the ^ Kingston Archers." An Annual Field 
Day is regularly held, and the expenses of the club 4re met by 
each person paying an equal portion of the amount due. 

NuMBKB ov MEiiBSBS.-^The number of members has 
otually been about twelre. 

Costume. — ^The only unH^Am, worn by this bodety^ seems to 
be a black bright belt, with a brass buckle. 

Pbizes. — For a description of the prizes, see Rule XII. 

RxTiiES.— The Rules and Regulations of the Society of 
Archers, called the Kingston Archers, are as follow :— 

I. That any person, wishing to propose a new mMnber, 
shall give, at least, one week's notice to the Secretaries, 
stating the name of the indiridual, &c., when the Secretaries 
shall call a meeting, and the said person shaU bo balloted for, 
but not admitted, unless he receive the support of three^foarths 
of the club. A majority of throe^fomthe, shall, also, have the 
power to expel any meuber. 

n. That every new mend^ b« reqwred to pay to 
Treasurer the sum of five shillings, as an adnris^on, i^ 
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afterwards, to contribttte his proportion towards the necessar j 
expenses of the club, same as the other members. 

III. That two Secretaries and a Treasurer, be annually 
chosen, to transact the ordinary business of the society, and to 
keep minutes of its proceedings, each to lay his account before 
the members, at the last meeting in the season. 

IV. That the Secretaries shall, on the requisition of any 
two members, be bound to call a meeting of the club, to 
transact any business relating thereto, such meeting to consist 
of, at least, a majority of the members of the club, and 
two-thirds of that meeting shall have full power to carry 
any motion; two days' notice of such meeting having been 
previously given to each member. The Captain, or, in his 
absence, the Lieutenant, shall take the chair on all occasions, 
and shall have a casting vote. 

y. That the club provide the following prizes, to be shot 
for annually, viz. : — a piece of plate for the arrow nearest the 
centre of the target; a piece of plate for the Captain of 
numbers ; and a piece of plate for the Lieutenant of numbers. 

VI. That if any dispute arise between any members, during 
the time of shooting, the same shall be referred to the Captain, 
or, in tus absence, the lieutenant, whose decision shall be 
final. The Captain and Lieutenant to draw out suitable 
regulations for each field-day, which shall be handed over to 
the Umpire, to be appointed for tiiat day. 



Usik & Cotton Qlr(l)er|| ^odetg. 




'HE Leslie and Wotton Archery Society appears to be a 
very extensive and thriving club, although the writer is 
unable to state much respecting it, in consequence of his 
communication haring been answered anonymously. The 

«lies Patronesses are the Countess of Rothes, and the Hon. 
s. Boscawen. 
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NcMBEB OF Meubebs. — The printed list^ which has been 
forwarded to the writer, contains the names of one htmdred 
and fifty-two ladies and gentlemen^ i&clu^fing most <^ the 
aristocracy and gentry resident in the n^bbomrbood. 

CosTnifi.<^A deseription of the uniform will be fo«nd by 
referring to Rule XXIII. 

Prizes See Rules VIII., IX., XI., and :^II. 

Rules. — Annexed wiU be found the Rules and Regulatieas 
of the Leslie and Wotton Archery Society ;— 

I. That the society hold their meetings at the houses ef 
members, when inrited ; and that a dinner be ffforided by 
the families and indlvid^ials^ attendiag the meetingsy for 
themselves. 

IJ. That the proceedings and meetings of the society be 
under the management of the Pvesidraty Yice^President^ a 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

III. That the office ei President be filled by the master of 
the house, where the meeting takes place, Vice-President, 
S&. Bonsor. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Fuller. 

IV. That the annual subscription for gentlemen, be one 
pound, and for ladies, ten shillings, to be paid in adyance ; 
and that all new members pay, on entrance into the society, 
their contributions towards the expense of the tents, &c., — of 
one pound, for famlHes, and ten shillings, for individuals, 
agreeably to the resolution of the society, on the Ilth of 
July, 1831. 

V. Wives and children of members, to be admitted without 
ballot. 

VI. That a preliminary meeting be held at the commence- 
ment of every season, for general arrangements. 

VII. That the shooting be at two distances, viz. : — ^At fifty 
yards, to begin at half-past two, and no end to commence 
after half-past fbur; at thirty yards, at smaller targets, to 
begin after dinner, and no end to be commenced after seven, 

VIII. That there be two principal prizes, one of the value 
of five pounds, for the ladies, and a prize of the same value for 
gentlemen; to be t^propriated respectively to the lady and 



genUeman reckoning the greatest number of hits during the 
season, at fifty yards (see Regnlati<m XIV). 

IX. That the prises be selected by the Secretary. 

X. That any member whming the principal prise, be 
depriTed of the benefit of the outer drcle; and, again winning 
ity of the black circle also. 

XL That there be four daily prises, of the yalue of thirty 
shillings each, two for the ladies and two for the gentlemen ; 
to be awarded respectively to the members who shall make 
the most central shots, and reckon the greatest number of hits 
at the smaller targets. Any member winning both prizes, to 
take the one appropriated to the greatest number of hits ; the 
other to go to the second best central shot. Every member 
winning a daily prize, for the greatest number of hits, to have 
two circles taken off. In addition to these, two prizes, value thirty 
shillings each, one for the ladies, and one for the gentlemen, 
to be awarded, as expressed in Rule XXV. 

XII. That the silver brace, for the ladies, and bugle, for 
the gentlemen, belonging to the society, be worn by the lady 
and gentleman (their names being engraved thereon) who 
shall have reckoned the greatest number at all the targets, 
collectively, during the preceding season. 

Xni. That the shot, nearest the centra, be determined by 
measuring the distance from the nearest part of .the arrow to 
the nearest part of the peg. 

Xiy. That the number of hits be determined by the 
respective value of the circles, into which arrows may be 
shot; that is to say, every arrow, shot in the gold, shall reckon 
as nine ; the red, seven ; the inner white, five ; the black, 
three ; and the outer white, one. 

XV. That if the line of any circle be hit, the arrow shall 
count to the advantage of the shooter. For instance, if the 
arrow hit between the gold and red, it counts as having hit 
the gold. 

XVI. That the Secretary keep the accounts of the shootuig, 
on each day ; and, at the end of the season, determine, by 
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reference to the accounts, the ladies and gentlemen who are 
entitled to the prizes, for the greater number of hits, during 
the season. 

XYII. That targets be provided by the society, and kept 
by the Secretary, who will forward them, at the expense of 
the society, to the place of meeting. 

XVIII. That the shooter stand in front of the target shot 
from ; and, after shooting, moTO off to the right, leaying room 
for the next person to shoot, who shall have the arrow ready 
nocked in the bow, in order to lose no time ; if not ready, the 
shooter to lose the turn. 

XIX. That no person, but the shooter, adyance beyond the 
line of the target shot from. 

XX. That if the arrow of the shooter fall from the string, 
and cannot be reached by the bow, it be accounted a shot. 

XXI. That every shooter have a distinguishing mark on his 
arrow. 

XXII. That all disputes be referred to the President, and 
that there be no appeal from his decision. 

XXIII. That the uniform for the ladies, who shoot, be a 
clear white muslin dress, with light blue scarf, and a white 
bonnet and blue feather ; for the gentlemen, a blue coat, with 
uniform raised embossed L. and W. buttons, white waistcoat, 
with the same, white trousers and black hat. 

XXIV. That no members be allowed to shoot who do not 
appear in uniform, unless they be in mourning. 

XXY. That members of other societies be invited to shoot, 
for whom prizes will be provided, if three or more compete, 
otherwise the prizes to be awarded in the society, to the best 
gold, at fifty yards. 

XXYI. That no children attend the meetings, except those 
of the person at whose house the meeting is held. 

XXVII. That any member wishing to propose a candidate, 
send in the name to the Secretary. That a ballot take place 
at the preliminary meeting, or the meeting inmiediately 
folloyring the period when the Secretary shall receive notice 
of a vacancy. The candidates to be proposed in the order of 
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their nominatioiL The ballot to be kept open a quarter of an 
hour, one black ball in erery ten to exalnde. 

XXYIII. That all members who shall not give notice to the 
Secretary, of their intention to retire from the society, before 
the first day of May in each year, shall be considered members 
for that year, and be called on for their subscription 
accordingly. 

XXIX. Carriages to be ordered at eight o'clock ; and it is 
particularly requested that all servants, and horses, may be 
sent to the neighbouring inn. 



(MtddUtan, Manchetter.) 




^HE Middleton Archers' Society was founded about the 
year 1777, by the late Sir Aston Lever, (founder of the 
Royal Toxophilites, and, also, of the Leverian Museum) of 
Alkington Hall, near Middleton, assisted by a number of the 
neighbouring gentry, amongst whom may be mentioned J. 
Starkie, Esq., of Heywood ; R. 6. Hopwood, Esq., of Hopwood ; 
J. Bamford, Esq., of Bamford, &c., &c. It continued in a 
very flourishing condition for a considerable length of time, 
in consequence of the excellent support which it obtained, but 
death having, at length, thioned the ranks of its members, 
and' several of them having removed to other parts of the 
country, it became nearly extinct about the year 1800. Still, 
a few old Archers remained in the neighbourhood, and, 
consequently, although no regular Archery meetings were 
held, the pracdee of this noble game never entirely ceased, 
for a few connecting links always remained, to remind its 
votaries of the many gallant explcMts they had achieved in days 
of yore. This state of things continued until about ten years 
ago, when the society was revived-^sixteen gentlemen 
enrolling themselves as members. The distances usoally shot 
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a^ are, 16, 12, 8, and 4, rods, of 7i yards to the rod; or> 120, 
90, 60, and 30, yards ; but the two latter lengths are the more 
common, and are usually preferred in Lancashire. Roving is 
also much practised by this society, who. In 1785, were elected 
honorary members of the Royal Tozophilite Society, of 
London, when the following diploma was forwarded to them: — 

ToxophUiie Society, London, to John TVqffbrd, Esquire, and the 
rett of the Society of Archers, at MtddUton, in the County of 
Lancaster. 
The Society of Archers, m London, under the OUe ef << The 
Toxophmte Society,'' meeting at Leicester House, 
Ssirn Gbietih«. 
In consideration of the good-will we bear to Archers in 
general, more especially, the worthy members of the Society 
of Archers, at Middleton, and being zealous to promote, and 
bring into universal practice and perfection, the ancient, 
renowned, and useful, science, of Archery, and knowing that 
to cultivate a free communication and intercourse, between 
the several societies of Archers, established in various parts 
of Great Britain, will greatly contribute thereto, we have 
thought fit to give and grant, and, by these presents, do give 
and grant, to you, the President, and to all and every the 
members of the Society of Archers, at Middleton, the freedom 
of this, our society, that is to say, the free liberty of associating 
with ns^ and of shooting at the butts and targets, and otherwise 
using the ground of our society, in Leicester Gardens, or, 
wheresoever else, we shall, from time to tame, meet, to which 
we most cordially invite yon, when, and so dElen, as the same 
shall happen to be convenient to yon, or any of you. 

Given under our Seal, at Leoeister House, the 26th day 
of August^ in the Twenty-fifth year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord George the Third, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, &c., and in the year of our Lord, 1785. 



P. CONSTAULE, JCN., 

Secretary^, 




Aston Leveb, 
President, 
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NuMBEB OF Mehbebs. — ^The niunber of members has^ 
unfortunately, gradually decreased^ and the priesent number is 
only eight. 

CosTUHE. — The oostume of the lifiddleton Archers is a plain 
single-breasted dark green coat, white vest and trousers, and 
a green velvet cap. 

PmzES. — This society possesses no particular prizes 
whatever. 

Rules. — We^ whose names are hereunto subscribed, being 
wishful to promote, and bring into more general use, the 
noble, manly, and renowned, game, art, and science, of 
Archery, (for which our forefathers were so justly celebrated) 
do hereby form ourselves into a society, for carrying the 
same into effect, such society to bear the name of '^The 
MiDPLETON Abohebs," subjoct to the following Rules and 
Regulations, viz. : — 

L That this society meet at the shooting ground, as often 
as possible, for mutual and friendly practice and instruction. 

II. That the shooting season of this society commence on 
the Monday next before Good Friday, and end on the fifth 
day of November, in every year. 

III. That the contributions to this society be one shilling 
per month, from the commencement to the end of the season, 
the same to be expended in keeping in repair the butts, ground, 
&c., any surplus to be shot for firom time to time in small 
prizes, in such manner as may be agreed upon. 

ly. That the shooting for first prizes be always upon 
equal terms, but winners of first prizes, contending for second 
or progressive prizes, may be handicapped in such manner as 
may be deemed fiiir and equitable. 

V. That a minute book be kept of the proceedings of this 
society, in which shall be entered any remarkable feat of 
Archery, visits, field days, bye-laws, &c. 

VI. That any matter not provided for by these rules, be 
properly and duly laid before the society, and after being by 



them settled, the same shall be entered as a bye-law. All 
bye-laws to be equally binding with the rules. 

VII. That all wagering and betting be discountenanced and 
put down, as contrary to the spirit of this sodety. 



iHottttt Vsxnon IXxti^txs, 

(Liverpool,) 




^H£ Mount Vernon Archers' Society was established on 
the 19th of June, 1823, and has, consequently, been in 
existence about twenty years. 

NuMBBB OF Membbbs. — ^It will bo seen, by Rule I., that the 
number of members is limited to sixteen. The actual number, 
howeyer, was never more than twelve, and is now reduced to 
about half-a^^ozen. 

Costume and'Pbizes. — Unknown. 

Rules. — The Rules and Regulations of thejliount Vernon 
Archers, are as follow : — 

I. That this society do consist of sixteen members. 

II. That there be a President, Treasurer, and Secretary, 
who shall be elected annually. 

III. That Mondays and Thursdays be considered the 
regular meeting days, and the first Thursday in each month 
the Field Day. 

rV. That no shots be registered before six, or after eight 
o'clock, P.M., except regular notice be given, of such alteration, 
to each member. 

V. That, at the close of the Field Day, the Secretary name 
the Captain of Numbers for the preceding month, and the 
President the Captain of the Target^ (or shot nearest the 
centre, at 90 yards), on that day, who are to take the 
precedence as follows. 
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VI. The members to ahoot in pairg ; the Captain of Numbers 
with the President, the Captain of the Target with the 
Treararer, and the next highest number with the Secretary; 
the officers being considered to have precedence, ex^offlcio. 

YII. If two offices should merge into one, or, if a member 
should be absent, the next in precedence to take the vacancy ; 
if the number of members present on the fi^d be uneven, the 
last three to shoot together, 

VIII. No member to stand in the way whilst a pair are 
shooting, and no member to leave the end till the whole have 
shot. 

IX. Every member to have a mark painted on his arrows, 
and to be provided vnth belt^ ^c, under penalty- of one 
shilling for each night omitted. 

X. No implements to be borrowed, and if a member break 
bow, arrow, or string, or loose an arrow, the others to proceed 
without him. 

^I. Each succeeding member to have his arrow ready 
notched on the string, .whilst his predecessor 13 shooting, that 
no time may be lost. 

XIL Any arrow feJling from the. string, which cannot be 
reached with the bow, shall be considered a shot. 

Xni. Members^ during the regular meetings^ not to shoot 
at anything, except the targets. 

Xiy. That the infraction of an^ of the rules» No. VIII., 
IX., X., XI., and XIII., subject the offending meniber to a fine 
of one shilling. 

XV. That no stranger be admitted, on regular meeting 
days, unless he be, or has been, a member of an established 
club ; the introducer, as a matter of courtesy, to give up his 
place, and come in last. 

XVI. That 90 member be hereafter admitMf except by 
baUot, and that three black baU^ aiaount to an exclusion, 

^VII. When mi^tohes are made^ one aide to hs chosen by 
the President, the other by the Trea^nrer^ or Secretary, who 
have precedence in shooting, by virtue of iMx offices. 
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CDurham.) 




O record can be met with, containing the date of the 
original formation of the Neyille's Cross Archery 
Society, but minutes of meetings held in the year 1791> in the 
neighbourhood of Durham, have been discoyered, from which 
it may be fairly inferred, that the society is one of long 
standing. It was, however, revived, or remodelled. In 1833, 
when a. series of rules and regulations were drawn up for its 
management ; and, in the ibllowing summer, 1834, meetings 
were commenced to be held at Newton Hall, near Durham, by 
the kind permission of H. J. Spearman, Esq. In 1835, 
application was made to the Earl of Scarborough, for 
permission to hold the meetings in the park of Lumley 
Castle, which was immediately granted, in the handsomest 
manner, along with the use of the noble baronial hall and 
dining room, for the further accommodation of the members 
and their visitors. Meetings, for shooting,, are held about five 
times during the summer months, according as the season will 
permit, when pic-nic refreshments are always provided, as 
well as a band of music for dancing, in the evening. The two 
principal days are at the termination of the Durham University 
Summer Term, and, on the last day of the summer assizes, 
when Her Majesty's Justices of Assize, the High Sheriff, and 
the Members of the Bar, are invited to participate in the 
amusements of the day, as well as to partake of the refresh- 
ments provided in the Hall of Lumley Castle, on their way to 
open the conmiission at Newcastle. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The present number of members is 
about twenty-five, but between 150 and 200 persons (including 
visitors) are usually present at each meeting. 

Costume. — The costume worn in J.791, was a green coat, 
half lapelled, black velvet collar, green cuffs, and an uniform 
button at the top, on each side, the rest being plain plated 

til ' f i- ' ' . 



•**«a^i«>aKa 



^%i^m0^ 



mmummm 



T 



TL 



. r 



•.( .• 



'I , * .• t 

' Ml. i 

.1 



• » I ' 



t » I I 



1 



^ • 



. 1 f • 



. I 



II III* V 

■ I :■: IK*: • 
• » I. . • ' :• 



» » '^ 'I 






2.— (^^tft*. 

Vt. A i'resident of the day, for the first Archery Meeting, 
shall be appointed by the Committee, and he shall appoint his 
successor. The President shall name the scote keepers, and 
make all the other appointments of the day. 

VII. A Comniittee shall be appointed at the General Annual 
Meeting, nvith power to add to its number. It sludl hold, 
at least, one meeting between each Archery meeting, 
icf be convened by the Treasurer, who shall receiye the 
subscriptions, and nutke all paydients on the part of the 
society, subject to the Control of the' Cotiiiaitted. 

3. — Subscriptions, 

y III. The annual subscription, for a family, shall he J^l 10b« ^ 
for a single member, ^1 Is* ; and each subscribenr, on entering 
the society, shall pay 10s. 

IX. The annual subscription shall be paid in advance, the 
year commencing on the first of Afoy. 

4. — Election of Members, 

X. Proposal for ac&nission to lbs idciety^ n&uat be made 
and seconded at a general tneeting, and the admission, 
recommended by three othef ilaembers (each paying family 
subscriptions) professing to be> bond fide, on visiting terms 
with the candidate. 

XIL The cftttdidate must afterwai*ds he bfekOolbd fwr^ by the^ 
Committee^ a^ their next ttieetingy fiv# of whomr must b6 
prdseiitt> lio eonstitate a meeting ibrtiiaitpitfpose* On^ black 
boll sfaaU Excluder 

The fdiOTfii^aifirftngCiktenfiEi hiivc beeff msule, l^ the CdifMutbe^> 
to which they beg to direct the particular attended df iho 
membersr df the aociet^f and they^ ^ill be glttd to t«tieive 
anf 8ttggestio^> with i^espeet to illan&mf or otkef matten^* 
of regtilatioa :-^ 
I. Visitoi's must prbdciee, dt the elitirdftce gate, tt dcket, 

signed by the member, introducing them. Blank tickets niay 

be had of the' Treasttfer; or* inf et iftfe ih^rabefiii of Ae 

Committee. 
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II. Post-boySy after leaving thdr carriages In the yard of 
the Castle, must return with their horses to Chester-le-Street, 
there to await for orders. 

III. Stabling, for gentlemen's horses, will be provided at 
the Castle. 

rV. None bnt the servants of members, or their visitors, 
will be permitted to wait at dinner, in the hall of the Castle, 
or to join the servants' dinner, afterwards. 

V. A certain number of the servants of members of the 
society, (distinguished by a ribbon) will act as butlers, and 
exercise control over the other servants. 

VI. The Committee will require from them, after each 
meeting, a report of the conduct of those under their 
superintendence, and any impropriety, or miscondact, will 
be immediately represented to the master of the party 
offending. 



JPtetD College ^rcl)er0. 

(Oxford,) 




'HE New College Archers' Society was founded in 1825, 
and is composed entirely of the students of New College, 
Oxford, who have an annual shooting match with the St. 
John's College Archers. The distance usually shot is eighty 
and sixty yards, in consequence of the ground not being 
sufficiently large for conveniently shooting at a greater 
distance. 

NuMBEB or Membebs. — The number of actual members 
necessarily varies, according to the number of students resident 
in the college, and consists, principally, of the juniors. It now 
numbers sixteen members, but has, occasionally, exceeded 
thirty. 

Costume. — The costume will be found described in Rule 
rV. The club button, there mentioned, has a frosted ground. 




with a W. (the initial letters of the founder of the college bmng 
W. W., William of Wykeham,) composed of six arrows^ of 
bright gold, raised in the middle, and encircled with a garter, 
containing the fomider's motto, ^^ Mannert makyth man,** in 
bright and raised letters. 

Pbizes.*~Two annual prizes are given by this society, as 
mentioned in Rule IX. ; but, besides these two, challenge 
prizes are shot for, every year, viz., a silver star, given by 
Lord Stuart, and a silver quiver, given by Mr. Egerton, both 
former members of the club. The present Lord Eldon, (then 
Lord Encombe) to whom the club is principally indebted for 
its formation and organization, gave, in 1828, a gold star, 
to be shot for, annually. He afterwards, however, expressed 
a wish that the person, who should win it three times, should 
keep it ; and a member, having^won it, for the third time, in 
1842, it, consequently, became his property. 

Rules. — The following is a correct copy of the Rules and 
Regulations of the New College Archers : — 

I. That none but members of New College can become 
members of the New College Archery Club. 

II. That each member subscribe 7s. 6d., annually, and 10s., 
on entrance. 

III. That those who have been actual members, on their 
ceasing to be so, be considered honorary members. 

IV. That the Archers wear the following costume : — Coat, 
dark green, with the large club button ; waistcoat, light buff, 
with the small button ; black hat, and black neckcloth ; white 
trousers, straps, and boots; the belt of white or black leather. 

V. That none but clergymen, or members in mourning, be 
allowed to shoot for prizes, except in full costume. 

yi. That the circles of the target count as follow : — 1, 3, 5, 
7, 9. The cartai]} counting the same as the outer white. 

VII. That no arrow, cutting two circles, count for the 
inner one. 

VIII. That there be a meeting, every Monday, (in the 
season) in the New College Garden, at one o'clock. 

IX. That two prizes be given, annually, by the club, as 
large in value, as the funds may permit. 
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^^r^T an inadvertency of the writer, the Old Saturn Archers' 
'^^ Society has been Inserted in the list of "^existing 
societies;" whereas it ought t6 haine appeared amongst the 
names of '^ those that have been, and are not.** Such, 
however, bekig the case, a few remarks respec^g them may 
not be deemed improper. The society was established on the 
1st of August, 1791^ but only existed a short time. The 
Itight Hon. Lord Camelfbrd, the proprietor of Old Sarum, was 
the Patron, and the Coimtess of Radnor was the Patroness. 
The rules were similar to thos6 of oilier societies, and the 
pri^s consisted of tW(^ medals> and a bugle horn ; viz., a gold 
medal for the Cupta^o*, & silVef ditto for the Lieutenant, and 
flrer bugle horn for the Capt^ of Ae Target. The uniform 
was a green coat, with bl&ck veWet collar and cuffs, having an 
arrow embroidered on the collar, gilt buttons, the device 
being the citadel of Otd Sarum in the centre, with two arrows 
crossed' above, and the cypher iS»%M» Waistcoat and 
breeches, of straw-colored kerseymere. The undress was the 
imiform Coat, with a fur cap and green feather. Notwith- 
standing the members were numerous, noth&g now remains 
but the name, and this is well-nigh forgotten. 
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/^Sfi Ontwood' Rangers, like matty <$th«r societies of 
^^ Archers, were established in the autumn of l«$t yettf 
(lS44)y soon after that mftgnificent gatileridg of Bowmen, 
described iti' anotheif pairt of ti^ w^rk, ^d'ttiken plifee in- tiie 
ascieut cil^- of Tarik^4Uidtfaey^ seaioMka]^ twb«e<ftne a thming 
society. 
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^uMBEs OF MKif S£B0.-^Foiirteea is tSie present Dtiinber of 
members. 

CosTUUE.'-^The writer believes that no particular costume 
is worn by this society^ but ovmot speak positively respecting it. 

Pbizes. — The only prize which the Ontwood Bangers 
possess^ is a silTcr arrow^ for the purchase of which? they 
united with the Heath Coounon Arch^9y as mentioned at 
page 137. 

Rui.Es.^^The Hnles and BeguUtions <^ this society have not 
yet been printed, but the following have been agreed to by the 
members. 

I. That all future members be elected by ballot? and two 
black balls to exclude the person proposed. 

II. That the candidate shall have a proposer and seconder. 

III. That the eyening of Monday^ in each week? shall be 
the general field-day. 

lY . That any alteration in the rules? qr any proposal of new 
members? shall be brought forward at a general field-day? and 
put to the vote? at the following general field-day. 

V. That any alteration in the rules? or the adoption of any 
new rule, shall require the consent of two-thirds of the 
members? at a general field<-day. 

yi. That five members shall constitute a quorum? on 
general field-days. 

VII. That the sum of ten shillings shall be paid by every 
new member. 

Ylll. That the Officers shall be a Captain and Lieutenant 
of the Target? and an honorary Secretary. 

IX. That the Secretary manage the correspondence of the 
society? and be the Treasurer of its funds. 

X. That the Captain and Lieutenant of the Target? shall be 
Presiding Officers? on field*days. 

XI. That the aggregate amount? in proportion to the 
number of days? shot by each member? shaU determine the 
Captaincy of the Target? for the ensmng year, 

XII. Thai the member? who gets the greatest number of 
golds? during the season? shall be lieotenant of the TVirget? 
for the ensuing year. 
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XIII. That the Officers shall be appointed on the 27th day 
of Aug^, in each year. 

XIV. Thaty in the absence of the Captain and Lieutenant^ 
the President shall be elected by the majority of the members 
present, and his decision shall be final. 

XY. That a General Meeting of the members, shall be held 
on the 19th day of August, in each year, at which a subscription 
shall be levied, sufficient to defray the expenses incurred. 

XVI.X That the targets shall be placed at such ^stance 
apart, as li^U be agreed upon, by the majority of Hie members 
present, atNiny meeting or field-day. 



Ipartirk '3lrrl)er0. 



{GlcugovD.) 



Si% I^^ tl^e society last-mentioned, the Partick Archers 
J^^ were established last year (1844), and take thdr name 
from the village of Partick, which is distant from Glasgow 
about Z\ miles. They have, hitherto, principally confined 
themselves to 30 yards butt shooting, and 100 yards target 
shooting, but they are, at present, having their shooting 
ground much improved, as well as erecting a flying target, at 
an elevation, varying from 30 to 100 feet. When these 
alterations are concluded, it is stated that the shooting ground 
will be one of the finest in the kingdom. 

NuMBEB or Members. — The number of members was 
originally limited to twenty-five, but that number having now 
been obtained, the restriction has been extended to forty. 

Costume. — The costume is in the Robin Hood style, and is 
as follows : — Light green tunic coat, having a very full shirt, 
and a lying-over collar ; tight red trousers, and Hessian 
boots ; a fine felt beaver hat, (and feather on extra occasions) ; 
a leather belt, and all the other accoutrements of an Archer. 
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Pbizes. — This society^ at present, has only one annual 
prize, viz., a very handsome silver medal, but this is only 
intended as a temporary prize. It is proposed to purchase a 
very handsome prize, and to attach the present medal to it ; 
but nothing positive has yet been decided upon. Several minor 
prizes have, however, been given by members of the society, 
and, at the close of last season, a silver arrow and ornaments 
were contended for, which had been presented to the bachelors 
of the club, by the young ladies of Partick. The conditions 
of shooting, on that occasion, were somewhat peculiar, and the 
writer may, therefore, be pardoned for inserting them. The 
first condition stated, that the arrow, &c., should be shot for 
by the bachelors onltf, who were full members of the club. 
The second, third, and fourth, were unimportant, but the fifth 
condition decreed that the gainer of the prize, for two 
successive years, shall be declared the winner, and the 
competition cease. The sixth, however, contained a proviso, 
that, in the event of the party holding the arrow getting 
married, he must return it to the Secretary, either previous to 
his marriage, or immediately after, so that the arrow may 
always remain in the hands of a bachelor. 

Rules. — The annexed are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Partick Archers. 

I. The society shall be called '* The Partick Abchebb," 
and shall consist of twenty-five members. 

II. The Office-bearers shall consist of a Captain, Adjutant, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and a Committee of four members. 
The office of Treasurer and Secretary may be held by one 
person. 

III. The Office-bearers shall be elected annually, by the 
members. 

ly. There shall be paid by new members the sum of fifteen 
shillings, as entry-money ; and each member shall pay an 
annual subscription of ten shillings. 

y. Eight members shall form a quorum, for general 
meetings, and three for Committee meetings. 

yi. The Captain shall preside at all meetings ; and, in his 
absence, the A<]^utant ; and, in the absence of both, a 



' 






President shall be chosen^ who shall have a deUberatiye^ and, 
in cases of equality^ a casting Tote. 

YII. The Treasurer shall be collector and custodier of the 
funds ; and his accounts shall be balanced and audited by a 
quorum of the Conunittee^ pifeyious to being submitted to the 
general meeting. 

YIII. The Secretary shall keep a record of the whole 
proceedings of the society, shall intimate the meetings to the 
members^ and shall be, eX'^fficio, Secretary to the Committee 
meetings, and keep the minutes thereof, 

IX. The Committee shall fix aU meetings, whether for 
business or for shootings ^ shall fix the number and value of 
the prizes to be competed for ^ and shall, if advisable, issue a 
printed card for the season^ specifying the days of shooting, 
and the prizes to be shot for, with the conditions. 

X. Previous to all shootings, in the event of the Captain 
and Adjutant being both absent, the members present shall 
appoint an Umpire, who shall decide in all matters regarding 
the shooting, and whose decision shall be finaL 

XI. Members shall shoot by pairs, fixed by the Umpire 
drawing an arrow from each, and placing them in two parallel 
lines ; the shooters standing at their arrows, each &om the 
front of the butt alternately, in the rotation drawn. 

XII. No member shall stand in front vi the butt, during the 
shooting, excepting the person shooting, nor leave the butt till 
all the arrows are discharged. 

XIII. Each person shall keep the side of the shooting 
ground, and in the order ot shooting in which he has beoft 
drawn ; and shall take his station from the left of the butt, 
returning by the riglit, after each shot. 

Xiy. Any member, not ready to take his turn, shall b« 
deprived of shooting at that end, except upon a satisfactory 
reason, stated to the Umpire, when he shall shoot last. 

XV. No arrow shall count, unless the shooter's name ba 
upon it. 

Xy I. The way in which, the varioua arrows are to county 
shall be fixed on at a general meeting,, to be called for tiie 
purpose ; and the method agreed to by two-thirds of any 
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meetiiig, bo called, shall he adopted, and shall continiie in 
force, until altered at a similar meeting, and by a similar 
majority. In the meantime, the target shall be divided into 
three circles ; the arrow, within the outer circle, to count one ; 
within the second, two ; and within the centre circle, or bull's 
eye, three ; it being understood that erery arrow shall count 
for the circle, into which the greater portion of the shot has 
entered ; and no arrow, without the paper, shall count, except 
when shooting at small targets, by agreement. .> 

XVII. K any competitors are equal at the termination of 
the shooting, they shall compete on equal terms, until one 
excels, and gains the prize. 

XVIII. No member, in arrears, shall be allowed to shoot 
for the annual, or any of the society's prizes. 

XIX. All members, who gain annual prizes, shall, within 
the year thereafter, give a prize, of not less than 10^. 6d. in 
value. 

XX. The society shall hold their anniversary on the first 
Saturday of September, when the annual prize of the society 
shall be shot for, and retained by the winner, as champion, 
during the succeeding year ; together with such prize as may 
be fixed on, prior thereto, by the Committee, and which shall 
be retained, permanently^ by the champion. And, members, 
competing for the annual prize, shall pay, at least, one 
shilling each, to the fands of the society, or such further sum, 
as may be,, from time to time, fixed on, by the Committee. 

XXI. No member shall be entitled to contend for the annual 
prize, unless he has shot at the ordinary meetings of the 
society, on an average, equal, at least, to once a week, during 
the season. 

XXII. No member shall compete for the annual prize, 
unless admitted a member, at least, three months previous to 
the competition. 

XXIII. Gainers of annual prizes shall carry weight as 
follows, viz., the gainer of one annual prize, as four is to 
three ; the giuner of two or more ftonual prizes, as three is 
to two. 
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XXIV. The gainer of a minor prize shall carry the like 
weights^ in competing for such prizes ; and the Committee 
shall fix any additional weight, proper to the nmnber of 
prizes gained by one indiyidual. 

XXV. Persons presenting prizes to the society, shall have 
the power to fix all the conditions on which they shall be 
competed for. 

XXVI. A General Meeting of the society shall be held 
annually, on^the first Saturday of September, immediately 
after the shooting, when the report of the Treasurer's accomits 
shall be laid before the meeting ; and, in the event of a 
deficiency in the funds, the quota thereof, payable by the 
members, shall be declared. Another General Meeting shall 
be held on the first Saturday of March, when the Office- 
bearers and Committee, for the ensuing year, shall be 
elected. 

XXVII. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the society 
at any time, to be held within ten days of his receiving a 
requisition, signed by at least three members, stating the 
particular business for which such meeting is called ; and no 
other business shall be transacted at such meeting, except the 
proposal of new members. 

XXVIII. Candidates must be proposed by one member, 
and seconded by another. Admission to be by ballot only, 
and election to be unanimous. No ballot to be valid, unless 
the name of the candidate, together with those of his proposer 
and seconder, shall have been posted at the butts, by the 
Secretary, for one week, prior to the day of ballot. 

XXIX. On the admission of a member, the Secretary shall 
immediately intimate the same to him, and forward a copy of 
the rules, in order that the entry-money and subscription may 
be paid to the Treasurer ; and, failing such payment, within 
one month from the date*of intimation, the admission shall be 
null and void. 

XXX. These rules and reg^ulations shall take effect, and be 
in force, from the 1st day of August, 1844 ; and no alteration 
or addition shall be made, excepting at the general meetings . 
of the. society, at the commencement and close of the season ; 
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or^ at a special meeting, to be called for the purpose, in 
accordance with Article XXVII. In either case, notice of 
the alteration proposed is to be g^ven at a previous 
meeting. 

Since the above Rules and Regulations were formed, a 
meeting of the members has been held, and the following 
alterations have been agreed to : — 

I. That Rule I. shall be altered, so far as it specifies the 
number of the club to be limited to twenty-five, and that the 
number of members shall, henceforth, be restricted to forty. 

II. That a circular sl)^Il be sent to each member of the 
club, informing them when a ballot will take place for new 
members, with the name of the party or parties to be balloted 
for, and also their proposer and seconder, but that the posting 
on the butts shall continue, during the summer, as formerly. 

III. That all members, admitted after this date, shall pay 
one guinea entrance money. 



Jpertl) %xci\txs. 



(Perihshire.) 



#N the 7th of August, 1843, the Perth Company of 
Archers came into existence, and have, therefore, not 
yet been established quite two years. They, however, seem 
Ukely to prosper. 

NuHBEB OF Membeas. — The company at present consists of 
nineteen members. 

Costume. — The society has not yet adopted any particular 
costume. 

Pbizes. — The only prize is a handsome silver medal, which 
is annually shot for, on the North Inch. 

. Rules. — The Rules and Regulations, which are principally 
.taken from those of the Salisbury Ardliers (Edinburgh), with 




die exception of those haTing a local tendency, are as 
follow: — ' 

I. The club shaU be designated ** Tkx Pebth Compant ov 
Abchebs." 

II. The Office-bearers shall consist of a Captain, Adjutant, 
Treasurer, and Secretary, who will also form the standing 
Committee. 

III. The Office-bearers ^aJl be annnaUy elected by the 
members. 

IV. Five members shall form a quorum, at all meetings. 

y. The Captain shall preside at all meetings, and, in his 
absence, the Adjutant ; in the absence of both, the meeting 
shall choose its Prendent, and the person presii^g shall have 
a deliberatiye, and, in case of equality, a casting Yote. 

VI. The Treasurer shall be colleetor and custodier of the 
fands, and his accounts shall be balanced on the Monday 
prerious to the Annual General Meeting. 

VII. The Secretary shall ke^ a record of the whole 
proceedings of the club; shall intimate the meetings to the 
members, and shall be, ex-officio, Secretary to the Committee 
Meetings, and keep the minutes thereof. 

VIII. The Committee shaU fix all meetings, whether for 
business or shooting ; shall fix the prizes to be shot for, and at 
what distances; shall meet on the Monday previous to the 
Annual General Meeting, to audit the Treasurer's accounts, 
shall strike the balance thereon, and report ,the same to the 
Annual General Meeting. 

IX. Previous to ail shootings, two Judges shall be appointed 
by the members present, out o( their number, who shall fix the 
mode of counting, and number of ends to be shot, and dedde 
in all matters regarding the shootings; but, in case of 
difference betwixt them, the majority of the members present 
diiall decide. 

X. At all shootings, the Judges shall shoot first, and the 
otiier members by pairs, to be fixed by one of the Judges 
receiving an arrow from each member, and placing them in 
two parallel lines, the members whose arrows are opposite 
being the pair ; the two first placed shooting after the Judges, 
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and so on. Members sliall stand to the left of the taget, shall 
shoot standing before the target^ and the shooter, on 
discharging the first arrow, shell go off to the right of the 
target, and pass behind it to the left ; he shall be followed by 
his partner, in the same manner, till they have discharged their 
arrows; and this shall be observed, through the wh<^ 
shooting, by all the members present. * At every end of 
shooting, each member shall discharge three nrows, unless 
otherwise fiaed by the Judges. 

XI. No member shall stand in front of the target, except 
the shooter. 

XII. A member not being (Mrepared to shoot in hii torn, 
shall forfeit the privilege for that time, and shoot after the 
whole members shall have shot the end. 

XIII. Every member shall have his name or initials on his 
arrows, and, failing such marking, no arrow shall count. 

XIV. A General Meeting of the club shall be held annually, 
on the first Monday of January, when the Office-bearers shall 
be chosen, and the report on the Treasurer's accountalaid 
before the meeting, and, in easo <^ a deficiency of funds, their 
quota thereof, payable by the members, shall be declared. 

XV. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the company, on 
receiving a requisition,, signed by five members, stating the 
particular business for which such meeting is to be called, and 
no other business ahaU be transacted at such meeting, but that 
to which the requisition applies. 

XVI. Persons wishing to become members, must be 
recommended by a member, and the a];q^atl<Hi shall lie on 
the table for ten days; and no applicant shall be adaaikted, 
except by a majority of at least two-thirds of the membera 
present, at a meeting to be called at the end of that period. 

XVII. Qn tho admission of a member, the Secretary shall 
immediately intimate the same to the applicant^ and the entry- 
money shall be forthwith paid to the Treasurer ; and, failing 
such payment, within one month from the date of th» 
intimation mode to him, the admission shall be nuU and void. 

XVIII. A member who shall not be present at any of the 

« 

meetings of the company, for a whole season, without reason 
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assigned^ or shall not have paid his contributions for the 
period, and shall &il to do so before the Annual General 
Meeting, shall, ipso facto, cease to be a member of the 
company. 

XIX. No member, in arrear, shall be» allowed to vote at the 
meetings, or to shoot or practice. 

XX. These rules and regulations shall be ia force, aye, and 
until the same shall be altered ; but no alteration, addition, or 

,new rules and regulations shall be made, except with the 
consent of at least three-fourths of the members present, at a 
special meeting to be called for that purpose. 

XXI. Each member shall be supplied with a printed copy 
of the rules and regulations. 




JJilkington C^rcl)jr0. 

{Prestt€oieh, Lancashire,) 



^HE Pilking^on Archers are a society, consbting principaUy 
of ''operatives," who assemble, in their leisure hours, to 
practice this manly game. Amongst them, howeyer, some 
very fine shots may be found ; so excellent^ indeed, that few 
of the ''more polished bowmen" would be able to contend 
with them. 

NuMBBB OF Meicbbss. — Although the number of members 
is unlimited, the present number does not exceed twenty. 
• Costume. — ^No uniform is worn by the members of this 
society. 

Pbizbs. — The Pilkington Archers have several prizes; all 

of them, however, are trifling, with the exception of a silver 

bow and arrow, which is shot for annually, on the opening 

day, the winner of which is declared Captain for the ensuing 

year. 

Rules. — The members of this society have no Rules. They 

have, however, some verbal Regulations, which are understood 

amongst themselves. 
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(ffitueen*0 JJark ^rcl)jr0. 

{Brighton.) 
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/|M|NF0RTU19AT£LY; the writev u aUe to itate Httfe 
^^ respectiiig tiiis society, "whioh^ howerer, he belieres is 
one that is well known^ at least by naiiie, among^ the Ardun 
of England. Sickness and death. In the femily <tf the Seoretary, 
haTe operated to prerent the writer from inlying* for the full 
amount of tiiformatioi& which he would have wished to have 
published, otherwise many mterertmg particulars, connected 
with the origin of the society, would, no doubt, have come to 
his knowledge. 

NuMBsa OF Meicbbbs. — The first rule, it will be seen, 
limits the number of members to twenty-five, exelunve of 
ladies. 

Costume. — See Rule XIV. 

Pbizeb. — ^Unknown. 

Rules Appended is a copy of the Rides and Regulations 

of the Queen's Park Arehera. 

I. That the bow meeting be called tiie ^'Qusbm's Pabk 
ABOHfitbx Club,*' and consist of twenty-five members, 
exclunve of ladies. 

IL The Officers of the society shall consist of a President, 
Vice-President, and Treasurer and Secretary. 

III. The i^airs of the society to be superintended by a 
Committee of seven members, three forming a quorum, which 
Committee, or a deputation there&om, shall wait upon T. 
Attree, Esq., in the fir|t week of January, in each yeair, to 
solicit the contmuaace of the Archery ground, in his park ; 
also, to request him to preside on public and private y9f0 
days. 

IV. The election of members shall take place by ballot, two 
black balls excluding. Each candidate shall be proposed by 
one member, seconded by another. The name and residence 
of such candidate, with tiie names of the members proposing 
and seconding him, riiall be entered at the Archery lodge. 
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-Mven days preyious to the ballot ; and the members present 
on the balloting days, shall decide, without reference as to 
numbersy the ballot to close at four o'clock. 

V. An Annual General Meeting to be held in the last week 
in December, when the Secretary shall lay before the meeting 
a report and abstract of the society's accounts for the closing, 
together with an estimate of the probable receipts and 
disbursements for the ensuing, year. The election of Officers 
to take place at such meeting. 

VI. The Secretary shall keep a mhmte book, and enter 
therein, at erery meeting, whether general or special, all the 
proceedings of the committee and the society. 

. VIL That the annual subscription shall be dSl lis. 6d., for 
a gentleman ; £unily subscriptions, JB3 ; to be paid into the 
hands of the Treasurer, by the member, as soon as elected, 
until which lime he cannot exercise any privilege as a 
member; such subscription to become due on the 1st January, 
in each year. N.B. — ^Net more than one gentlnnan, of the 
age of twenty-one, can be included in a family subscription. 

VIII. That the subscription for a lady be 10s. 6d., who 
shall be admitted immediately, on being named by a member, 
and paying subscription. 

IX. That the Committee shall be responsible to the 
Treasurer, in equal proportions, for any surplus expenditure, 
over the receipts ; the regulation of such expenditure shall, 
therefore, appertain to them ; and the club property shall, 
also, belong to the Committee ; and, if any member of the 
Committee be absent, he may previously leave his proxy, in 
writing, with another member of the Committee ; and that it 
shall be also in the power of the Committee to call a special 
general meeting, if deemed expedient, and with the consent 
of the minority of such meeting, to cancel the election of any 
member or members, and return his or their subscriptions. 

X. That the fixing and giving out new targets, appertain 
exclusively to the Secretary. 

XI. That target days be held on the first Wednesday in 
every month, from April to November inclusive, on which 
days, a sweepstakes, of one shilling each, shall be contended 

1 m», 11 ■ ■ — >»^ ■ ,11 ^ 
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fori itt ffartj^mx doable targets, at 60, 80, and 100 yards ; 
the proportion of odds allotted^ to be regulated by the Com- 
^a^i{ee, according to the relative merits of the competitors ; 
and that on each such day the targets shall be exdnsiyely 
for the use of the competitors ; and that erery member, absent 
on such days, shall forfeit two shillings and sixpence, on each 
occasion, unless prevented by illness, or, unavoidable absehce 
from Brighton, or other cause, satisfactorily explained to the 
Committee, by letter. 

XII. That members be allowed to introduce a friend, to 
shoot for the day, on payment, to the Treasurer, of one 
shilling. 

XIII. That a uniform be worn by the members on all 
target, public, and private f$t6 days ; and that a fine of five 
shillings be imposed upon every member for non-compliance 
on each occasion, unless the said member be a clergymaUj^ in 
mourning, or belong to another Archery Club, in which case 
he must appear in its uniform. 

XIV. The dress uniform of the club, shall be. a cap of green 
gambroon, a tunic of the same material, and white trousers, 
and an undress jacket of green flannel. The pattern of the 
tunic, cap, and jacket^ gambroon, flannel, and buttons, can 
only be obtained at Messrs. Parker and Smith's, Church- 
street. 

XV. That bows and arrows be supplied, gratis, to members, 
on application to the Secretary, if the Committee shall accord 
the privilege, on payment, in the event of breakage or 
damage, of jSI, for a bow ; Is. 6d., for an arrow ; and Ss., for 
a string*. 

XVI. That targets be on the ground from ten till six, every 
day, for the amusement of members;, and that an arrow, 
touching two colors, shall count to the lower circle. 

XVII. That no business be transacted, but at a general or 
special meeting, convened for that purpose. The members 
present shall proceed to business, within a quarter of an hour 

. after the expiration of the appointed time, which meetings shall 
be held, when called by the Committee, on their own authority, 
or on a written requisition to the Secretary, signed by four 
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memben of flwsoetoty ) and tbntnoaltenlion BhaU b^ mde in 
any of these raHns, except at a general or special meetii^i 
Three clear days' notice ifaail be given to the menbers^ by 
printed oircalarsy throng the post. 

XVIII. That if any pohit dionld arise^ for wMdi the mieto 
do not proTlde, die decision of the Oonniittee sh^ be finat 

XIX. That memi>ert aeqidesce in these regidalaons. 

XX. That the Bnles be printedy and a «o^ be sent to each 
Member. 

^S iifcit. <; ' tiiii iii ill! I- It'll I it II I Mri "A 

{ff€uiin§s,} 



$N 1834, Her Majesty, then Princess yictoria» and Her 
Royal Highness the Dnchess of Kent, graciously 
condescended to become the patronesses of this society, whi^ 
entitled the members to style themselves the Royal fit. 
Leonard'^ Archers; and, also, presented them with twt> 
perpetual honorary prices, called the Royal Victoria Piiizes, 
together with a richly embroidered banner, as a badge of their 
iUustrions patronage. Two additional and more costly prizes 
were forwarded, from their Royal fiigfanesses, in 1896, to be 
competed for annually, by the ladies and gendemen of the 
society. On Her Majesty's accession, she was gradonsLy 
pleased to continne her patronage, and signified Ivr desire 
that the society ^oidd, thenceforth, bear the title of the 
'* Queen's St. Leonard -s Archen^" iathnating, likewise, by Sir H. 
Wheatley, her royal determination that an annual subscaription 
of twenty ^ineiis should be placed at the disposal of the 
committee, for the purchase of a ptize> to be competed for by 
the ladies of the society. In 1840, His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert ordered his name to be inserted, aspatnm of the society, 
in conjunction with that of Her Magesty. Ifi^bA^ prists are given, 
aatiually, for the visiters to contend for. In coinmemeratien 




^ Her Majesty's cof olnti*on> » bandsome gold medal, executed 
by Wyon, of twte&ty'.oBe guineas valoe, was presei^d by thto 
society, and won by the Bey. £. Meyrick (since a membef of 
the society), and two lacBes' piixeis, of the same amouflt^ besides 
namenms minor prices* The grounds beknging te the 
society are very beaiitiful, and having been put into a highly 
omaffiental erfeate, at a very ^considemble expcAise^ the public 
are allowed the prlTtlege of treKpteating them, &a the payment 
of a smftU subseriptkm ; an anrangemest which ought to b« 
ignore generally adopted, as parties who hare been present 
merely ift the oapacity of iqiectatorB^ hare frequeatiiy been 
afterwardi^ persuaded to beootae active and useftil members of 
the isodie^. 

NcTMBSB OF M%vBen«. — Hie prdisent number of members is 
ab«iit sixty, ineteding His Gnic6 the Didte xi Bixk^leugh and 
Qttee&sbe«*y> K.O., Captain-Oeneral of the Queen's Body 
Gusard) of Seotfatnd. 

Costume. — See Rule X. 

Pb^z&s. — For a description of the prizes, the reader must 
refer to the introductory paragraph, and to the rules, 
commencing with Rule XXIII. 

Rules. — Annexed are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Queen's St. Leonard's Archers. 

1.^ — Rules and Megulatiow, * 

I. That persons, wishing to become members, be proposed 
and lieconded at one meeting, and balloted for at the following ; 
and that two black balls shall exclude. Every lady to be 
pr<^osed andiseconded by two lady members; and every 
gentl6biaB, by two gentlem^n^ The Scer^eitaty to give liotioe 
to stiembens, residing withki fivls miles of St. Leonard'^, ^t 
the intended baUot^ 

n. That a OonmilAee, of kine members, (one of "^hom nhali 
be Trdastffer and Seoretairy) be tmnnaliy eleeted, (three to 
form a >qQonBB} to whom shall be entifusted the whole 
management of the aoeonnts, and the direction of all other 
h*sines8 of die society, not otherwise provided fbr ; and who 
shall, at a gentoral mee&ag «f metnbetl^ to be odbvekiisd at the 
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close of the leason^ famish an abstract of their accounts ; and 
at which meeting, the election of the Conunittee, for the 
ensuing season, shall take place. 

III. That each member shall, upon his or her admisnon, 
pay an entrance of £2, oVer and above the annual 
subscription. 

IV. That the annual subscriptions be in three classes, 
viz. : — For a single person, dSl ; for a family, not exceeding 
three, dSl 10s. ; for a family, exceeding three in number, j£2; 
All annual subscriptions shall be payable ia advance, and 
considered due on the first of May, in each year. Members; 
who shall not have paid their subscriptions, to the Treasurer 
or Secretary, on or before the first of June, annually, shali be 
considered in arrear, and not allowed to shoot or exercise any 
of their privileges in the society, until payment shall have 
been made. N.B. — Not more than one gentleman, above 
twenty-one years of age, to be considered as. included in a 
family subscription. 

V. That the life subscription, for a member of the society, 
be at the rate of ten years' purchase. 

YI. That candidates for admission, as members, be allowed 
to shoot on the ground, previous to their election. 

YII. That the Committee have the power of admitting 
persons, who are not permanently readout at St. Leonard's, 
to become subscribers to the society, upon the following 
terms : — 



Three 
Mnths. 



One person 

Family, not exceeding three . 
Family exceeding three 



Fort- 
nightly 



£8. d. 
7 6 
10 
15 



One 

Month. 



£3, d. 
10 
15 
10 



Two 

MnthB. 



£ s. d. 

15 
110 

1 10 



£s. d. 

17 6 
15 

1 15 



Year. 



£s. d. 
15 

1 15 

2 10 



And the payment of JSI additional for each person comprised 
in the subscription, who may desire to compete for the 
society's prizes, and any others that may be presented to the 
society, during the term of subscription, except the royal 
prizes, and the society's honorary prizes. 

yill. That persons, wishing to become subscribers, must be 
proposed to the Committee, by a member or subscriber. 
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IX. That members and subscribers may introduce visitors 
to shoot on the ground, upon payment of one shilling for 
each yisitor, and inserting their names in the gate-keeper's 

book. 

» 

Xl That the uniform, for members of the society, be, for the 
gentlemen, a dark gpreen coat, with black velvet collar, and a 
button (bearing the device of the banner presented by Her 
Miyesty^ when Princess Victoria,} white trousers, waistcoats, 
and hats, or caps; and, for the ladies, a medallion, with a 
similar device, appended by a broad green ribbon, to we 
left shoulder. 

XI. That no member can be winner of a society's prize, 
unless in the specified uniform. N.B. — Clergymen, youths 
under 16 years of age, and persons in mourning, to be exempt 
from this disqualification. 

XII. That the first General Meeting of. the society, to 
shoot for prizes, be held, if practicable, on the 24th May, in 
eacV year, being the anniversary of the birth of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty ; and the Annual Grand Meeting, to shoot 
for the Royal Prizes, and others, that may be presented by 
the society, be held on the 17th August, in honor of the birth- 
day of H. R. H. the Duchess of Kent. But the days for these 
meetings, and the other general meetings, will annually be 
.fixed by the Committee, previous to the commencement of the 
season, and due notice thereof given to the members. 

XIII. That the ground be open, to members and subscribers, 
at all times, for the purpose of practising. 

XIV. That members, subscribers, and visitors, shall have a 
distinguishing mark on their arrows, under a penalty of one 
shilling for each arrow, not so marked. 

XV. That any member, subscriber, or visitor, using another's 
bow, without the sanction of the proprietor, be fined five 
shillings.. 

XVI. That any member, subscriber, or visitor, breaking 
another's arrow, be fined 2s. 6d., which arrow to be reinstated 
by the society. 

XVII. That if an arrow break the edge of any circle, it 
score in favor of the shooter. 
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XYIII. Thmt a target-keeper^ to each pair of targets, be 
appointed, at the commencement of the diootrng, eaeh day> 
whoee dnty it ihall be to score the nnmbers and hits — to call 
the parties to shoot in the rotation that may be arranged — ^to 
prevent any one from advancing, before they give the word of 
command — and not to score any arrow, not claimed by the 
owner. 

XIX. That all wagers, made on the groimd, shall be paid 
to the Treasurer, for the use of the society. 

^X. That no dogs be permitted on the groiuid, mid«r any 
pretence whatever. 

XXL That any member who shall be abroad for a whole 
year, or more, or may be absent on dnty for that time, may, 
upQB. giving written notice to the Secretary, retain his name 
on the books of the society, and, on his return, shall only be 
retjnired to pay his subscription for the current year* 

XXn. That the Secretary shall send a monitory letter to 
all members, whose subscriptions are two months in arrA", to 
prevent further delay in payment, as all subscriptioiia are to 
continue, unless the member notify, by letter, to the Secretary, 
his or her intention to retire from the society. 

2. — Prufes. 

XXIIL That two prices be given by the society, to be shot 
for, at General Meetings, and that for each day they shall not 
exceed in value together jBl, except at the Annual Grand 
Meeting. 

XXiy. That the prices be given for hits in the target, and 
for nu&d>ers, at alternate General Meetings. 

XXV. That no prise be awarded to any one who does not 
score, in numbers, 60 — or hits, 10. 

XXYI. That, in scoring numbers, the foUowing scale be 
adopted, via. :—JPot the gold, 9 ; scarlet, 7 ; inner white, 5 ; 
black, 3 ; and outer white, 1. 

XXVII. Th*t all prises be shot for, under the follewing 
regidations :-^At targets of four feet diameter. For the 
ladies, at the distance of fifty yards, and for the gentlemen at 
sixty. Twenty-five ends to be shot. Three arrows each 
end. 
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XXYIII. That the winners of two society's prizes, one 
season, be barred the black and outer white circles, all fdture 
seasons $ and that, in awarding prizes, each competitor be 
barred a ring, for each society's prize, that he or she may 
win daring the season ; but no person to be barred more than 
the three outward circles. 

XXIX. That an Annual Prize be presented by the society, 
for the gentlemen members only, and two prizes for subscribers 
and visiters, (one for ladies, one for gentlemen) to be shot for, 
at the Grand Meeting in Aug^ust. The winners of th^se prizes 
in shooting for them in the future, to be barred the outer 
white circle, and ishould the same person win a second time, 
to be barred the black and outer white circles. 

XXX. That there be two iyory bugles, one for the ladies 
and another for the gentlemen, to be presented to the most 
successful shooter, being a member of the society,' at each 
general meeting, to be worn by them at the succeeding general 
meeting ; and those members, who wear it most frequently 
• during the season, to be entitled to ''The Society's Annual 
.Honorary Prize," to be worn for the whole of the succeeding 

season. 

XXXI. That the possessors of the honorary ivory bugles, 
ne;glecting to wear them, when present, or to return them to 
the Secretary, when absent, be fined five shillings. 

XXXII. That the members to whom " The Society's 
Annual Honorary Prizes" shall be awarded, shall wear them 

« 

as badgesy or marks of distinction, at all meetings of the 
society, at which they shall be present ; and, ako, at any 
other Archery Meeting they may attend, until the termination 
of the succeeding season, when the said honorary prizes shall 
be surrendered into the hands of the Treasurer. Any member 
infringing this law, shall forfeit his or her right to retain the 
said honorary prize ; and the Secretary is hereby empowered 
■ to reclaim it, on the infringement being proved, to the 
satisfaction of the Committee. 

XXXIII. That any member, losing or neglecting to give 
up, or relinquish, either of '* The Society's Annual Honorary 
Prizes," when claimed by the Secretary, be subject to a fine 

BB 
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«f ^0^ and to replace the ardele, with a Bimllar one, of equal 
ralne. 

XXXIV. That in the event of a discontinuance of the 
society^ the laid honorary prises shall be deposited with the 
TepresentadTe of the late James Burton^ Esq., until the 
re-establishment of the society. 

XXXV. That persons becoming members and subscribers 
to the society^ Tirtoally acquiesce in these reguiatioiis, as well 
as Sn any bye-laws that may be made by the Comnnttee. 



THE ROYAL PRIZES. 

That the Queen's Annual Prise (with Her Mi^esty's gracious 
ianetion) be aJiot for, by any lady^ being herself a member^ 
or Introduced by a member of some Archery Society, on 
application being made to the Committee, a week preyious to 
the meeting at which it shall be shot for, on payment of dSl, 
which will entitle her to shoot also for all other prizes on that 
day, except the transferable prizes. Her Mijesty's Prize to 
be retained by the winner (in numbers) who shall, in future, 
be barred the black and outer white circles ; and, if again a 
winner, to be then barred the inner idnte also. The members 
of the society not to be weighted against Tiiitors, in sbooting 
for the Royal Prizes. 

4. — Royal Victoria ChaUeftff§ Priaw. 

I. That the four CSiallei^e Prizes (two for. gentlemen, two 
for ladies) presented by &e Queen (when Princess '^ctoria) 
ooijointly with her Royal Highness the Ihu^hess of Kent, be 
shot for every year, by menders of the socie1;y only, on the 
aninyersary of the birth of the Duchess of Keat, See 
Regulation XII. First class prize, £6r the best of nsmbers ; 
second class prise, for the most hits. The same peison not 
to reedye both prizes. 

n. That the winnen <tf these four Royal Victoria Oudlenge 
Prizes shall, in future, be barred te black and outer white 
circlca. 

ni. That the members, te whom these prizes ishaU be 
awanded, shafi wear ^ttauk at all meetings of the seeiely ; and, 



also, at any other Aroliery meeting they may attend, imtil 
the day of the Grand Meetings in Angnst following, when the 
said prises shall be returned into the hands of the Seoretary ; 
and any party neglecting to giye np his or her priie by that 
day, to be subject to a, fine of Sb, and, if lost, to replace the 
article, by one precisely similar. 

That in the event of the discontinuance of the Society, these 
Boyal Victoria Challenge Prizesiy and the Banner, giTento 
the society, by Her Migesty, when Princess Victoria, shall 
be deposited with the representative of the late Jamee 
Burton, Esq., until the re-establishment of the society. 



{Itichmtmdf Yorktidrt:) 




^ANY well informed, and highly intelligent individuals, 
are of the opinion, that a society of Archers existed at 
Bichmond, in Yorkshire, prior to the year 1755, although no 
documents can be found to prove the supposition correct. But 
an expression occurs, in a record of the society, dated 1782, 
which seems to imply it. The Richmond Archers are there 
alluded to by the epithet of '' this honorable and ancient society." 
Also,in an old manuscript book,relating tothecelebratedScorton 
Arrow,it is stated, that mentionismade of the Richmond Archers, 
prior to 1755. The earliest authentic particulars, possessed 
by the society, however, are dated May 13, 1755, when some 
gentlemen of Richmond bound themselves, by certain rules, 
which were afterwards altered, and in fact repealed, by the 
adoption of new ones, in 1768; and these were again altered in 
1782, because, as the introduction states, '' we find the old rules, 
of 13th of May, 1755, and 25th March, 1758, in some parts 
deficient, and others not adhered to," &c. These last were 
again altered in the following year, but the articles then 
passed remained in force until 1834, when an entire new set of 
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Rtiles and Regulations were passed, under which the society is 
now bound. Seyeral members of this society, have ranked 
amongst the first Archers of their day. Octavius Leefe, sen., 
Esq., once put ten snccessire arrows into the target, at a 
distance of 102 yards, but missed the eleventh. He, however^ 
put in his twelfth and thirteenth arrows. The same gentleman 
now holds three pieces of plate, aU of which were won by him, 
when shooting at a distance of 102 yards. The two first are 
silyer cups, and the latter is a silver salver, won by him at 
Middleton-one-Row, in 1834, which was contested for by 
twenty-four Archers, and valued at twenty-one guineas. 
Messrs. George Croft and Isaac Fisher were excellent Archers, 
and are both mentioned, by Hansard, in his Book of Archery, 
who also states that the target-ground of the society is a 
beautiful and romantic spot, on the banks of the Swale, 
opposite the venerable ruins of St. Agatha's Abbey. 

Motto. — ^* Virtutifido et saggittis** 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The society consists of forty-five 
members, namely, thirty-one honorary members, and thirteen 
shooting members. 

Costume. — The uniform consists of a dark green cloth 
single-breasted surtout coat, with a silk button, and an arrow 
worked on it ; white trousers and white waistcoat ; a cap of the 
same cloth as the coat, with a patent leather peak, gold girdle 
round it, (just like the naval undress cap) — the top or 
crown of it is loose ; belt and pouch of black, patent leather, 
with a plain gilt button. The above forms the Field Costume, 
and all actual members are expected to shoot in it, when not 
merely practising. The society also possesses a Dress Uniform, 
to be worn at balls, dinners, or evening parties, which only 
consists of a blue coat, with a velvet collar, laps lined with 
white satin or silk, and a gilt button, with H. S. gl. embossed 
or raised on a plain ground, with two arrows crossing «ach 
other, beneath the letters. This coat, however, is purely 
optional, on the part of any of the body, which is not the case 
with regard to the other. 

Prizes. — The prizes are a silver gorget, or breastplate, 
which weighs four ounces, and was purchased in 1783 ; a 




copper gorget, or breastplate, purchased at the same time as 
the above ; and a handsome silver bugle, purchased in 1835. 
On all these prizes the arms and motto of the society are 
engraved^ It is also usual for the club to provide an annual 
subscription prize, to be awarded to the most central hit of the 
day, and, unlike the former prizes, to remain the permanent 
property of the winner. It may not be improper here to state 
that the society also possesses a very fine ram's horn (Highland), 
elegantly mounted with silver, the larger end forming a snuff 
box. On the lid is the following inscription : — " Presented to 
the Richmond Society of Gentlemen Archers, by Octavius Leefe, 
Esq., January ^th, 1835.". It, however, is never shot for, 
but always remains in the hands of the Steward. 

Rules. — The following is a correct copy of the Rules and 
Regulations of the Richmond Archers. 

I. That the election of members of this society be by ballot. 
That any gentleman, wishing to be admitted, shall signify the 
same to the Captain, for the time being, who shall give, or 
cause to be given, notice thereof, to each member of the 
society, resident in Richmond, not less than one week, 
previous to the next Grand Field-day ; en which day, and at 
the usual place and time of shooting, the members present 
shall proceed to the election ; and such gentleman shall be 
deemed duly elected, provided he obtain in his favor, at 
least two-thirds of the voles then present, pay six shillings to 
the Steward, and duly subscribe, and be conformable to all 
articles and rules, made by the said society, and not. otherwise. 
Members may also be elected at the General Annual Meeting 
of the Society, in the same manner, provided due notice be 
given. 

II. That all honorary members of this society be elected by 
ballot. That any gentleman, wishing to be admitted, shall 
signify the same to the Captain, for the time being, who shall 
give, or cause to be given, one week's notice thereof, to each 
member of the society, resident in Richmond. That the 
election of honorary members shall be on the same terms as 
that of members, with this exception, that honorary members 
shall pay no entrance money, nor be called upon in any way 



to oontribute towards the expeasea of the society, imless they 
commence shooting, and practice for more than seyen nights, 
when they<.shaU pay their entrance fees and usual subscriptions, 
from which time they shall be members. 

m. That the first Field^y shall be the fii*8t Thursday in 
April, and each succeeding Thursday, until the end <^ 
October, shall be a Field-day, except the first Thursday in 
each month, commencing with May, and ending with October, 
which shall be called a Grand Field-day. 

IV. That the shooting on Grand Field-days shall commence 
not earliw than three o'clock, f ji., or later than five o'clock, 
F.1C. Notice of the precise time shall be given by the Captain, 
for the time being, on the day previous, and shall continue so 
long as shaU be agreed upon by a nu\)ority of the Archers 
present, at the conunencement. 

y. That the Captaincy and lieutentancy shall be shot for, 
on Grand Field-days, (there being, at least, three Archers 
present to shoot for the same.) The Archer, first shooting an 
arrow into the gold, obtains the. Captaincy and silver gorget. 
The Archer, who first shoots an arrow into the red or gold, 
(after the Captaincy has been won) obtains the Lieutenancy 
and cc^per gorget, which are retained, until won at the next 
Grand Field-day, and, until the close of that day's shooting, 
Should two or more golds, or reds, be obtained, at the same 
end, the arrow, which is nearest the centre of the target, shall 
be deemed the winner ; but, an inferior gold, at tl^ same end, 
shall win the Lieutenancy, in preference to a red, whether 
such gold is obtained before or after the Ci^taincy is won. 

YI. That any Archer, obtaining both the Captaincy andt 
Lieutenancy, shall receive emoluments of both honors, bu 
resign the inferior one. to the Archer, next shooting a gold or 
red. The shooting, for the inferior honor, to commence at 
the next end to that in which the two honors were thus 
obtained. 

Yll. That the diameter of the targets shall be four feet, the 
colors being painted on them in the following manner : — The 
diameter of the gold, shall be nine inches ; the red circle, five 
inches broad ; the blue circle, six inches broad ; the black 
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cirde, six inches and a half broad ; and the white circle, two 
inches broad. The distance between the targets shall foe 102 
yards ; each Archer standing so that the target, at which he 
shoots, shall be not less than 100 yards distance from him. 

VIII. That the Archer placing the greatest numbw of 
arrows in the target, on Grand field-days, be caUed the 
Captain of Numbers. That each hit in the target be oompated 
but one, font if two or more Archers have an equal number of 
hits, the value of each shall be ascertained by counting them 
in the following proportions, tIz. : — Gold, 9 ; red, 7 ; blue, 5 ; 
black, 3; white, I3 and the Archer haying the greatest 
number, counting in this manner, shall obtain the title of 
Captain of Numbers. 

IX. That the Captain shall have the privilege of shooting 
first, the lieutenant second ; the rest of the Archers shall lot 
for their places, and shall shoot in the order in which they are 
alletted. 

X. That if any disputes arise, touching anythmg oontained 
in the articles of the society, the same shaM be detem^ed at a 
meeting, convened for that purpose, one week's notice thereof 
hekag given by the Steward ; and no alteration shall be made 
in the rules of the society, except at a meeting convened, 
«ider similar notice, the purport of the meeting being stated 
in the notice, and unless, at least, two-thirds of the members 
present agree to the alteration. 

XI. That the gorgets shall be worn by the Captain and 
Lieutenant, on aU Grand Field, or public shooting days, either 
at Bichmond, or elsewhere ; and, if absent themselves, their 
gorgets must be sent to the place of shooting. 

Xn. That a Steward shall be chosen by a majority of the 
members present, at tiie General Annual Meeting, who shall 
notfre obliged to serve the office longer than one year, till, by 
rotation, it comes to his turn to serve again ; and, any 
member, refusing to serve Ihe office, alter being elected 
thereto, shall forfeit five shillings, which shdl free him for 
that turn. 

Xin. That the General Annual Meeting of the Society 
shall be held on the 1S9th of Jairaary, in each year, except the 
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same should hH on ft Saturday or a Sunday^ in which case the 
meeting shall take place on the Monday following ; and all 
members, absent from the meetings shall forfeit two shillings 
and sixpence to the person providing the dinner, which shall 
be served not later than five o'clock, p.m., and the. cost of 
which, including wine and malt liquor, shall not exceed five 
shillings and sixpence, each person. 



(LiverpooL) 



§i^ ITTLE is known, to the writer, respecting the Richmond 

^^^ Archery Club, but he is led to believe that it is one cf 

very recent formation. 

Nttmbeb of Membebs. — ) __ , 

^ ^ C Unknown, 

Costume and Pbizes. — ) 

Rules. — The Rules and Regulations of the Richmond 

Archers, are as follow : — 

I. That the subscription be ten shillings, to be paid on the 
first day of meeting. 

II. That the President, Treasurer, and Secretary, be 
appointed annually. 

in. That the Committee shall consist of the above officers, 
together with three members, to be appointed annually, at the 
general meeting. 

IV. That the society consist of the gentlemen who have 
already given in thdr names; and all new members to be 
balloted for, and pay ten shillings entrance, in addition to the 
Aubscription. 

y. That any gentleman wishing to become a member €i 
this society, shall deliver his name and address to the Secretary, 
and shall be balloted for at the next meeting. 

yi. That the ballot cannot take place unless six members 
be present, and that two black balls amount to an exclusion.- 



VII. That there be no fines fer non-attendance. 

VIII. That all disputed points which may aiise^ not noticed 
in these rules^ be settled by ^'Wareing's Rules for the 
Toxophotite Society." 

m 

IX. That no stranger be admitted on the shooting ground^ 
unless introduced by a member, nor be allowed to shoot more 
than twice in the season. 

X. That any gentleman, being a member of an established 
club, be admitted on the ground, and allowed to shoot on 
regular Field-days. Any member introducing a friend, as a 
matter of courtesy, shaU g^ve up his place, and come in last. 

XI. No betting allowed — fine, one shilling for each offence. 

XII. That no member shall be allowed to shoot, unless 
provided with a bow, and the usual equipments; that each 
member shall have a distinguishing mark painted on his 
arrows; and, that any member borrowing any article of 
equipment in the field, shall be fined one shilling. 

XIII. That any member shooting at any other object than a 
target, shall be fined one shilling for each offence. 

XrV. That the Field-days be Tuesdays and Saturdays, the 
first Tuesday in each month being Grand Field-day, the 
counting to continue two hours ; and the Committee be 
empowered to fix and change the hour of meeting, which 
shall be regulated by the season of the year, and to make any 
alteration in the rules generally, or to enact new ones, as may 
be found necessary, and, if required, to make a further call 
for additional subscriptions ; but all changes in the present 
rules to be submitted to a general meeting. 

XV. That all fines be paid to the Treasurer, on or before 
the meeting subsequent to the forfeiture, or the fine to be 
doubled. 

XVI. That the Committee be empowered to direct the 
expenditure of the funds of the Society, including all fines 
paid to the Treasurer. 

XVII. That, at the close of the Grand Field-day, the 
Secretary shall name the Captain of Numbers, for the 
precedmg month ; and the President shall name the Captain 
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of TvgetM, (or Uia ihot nBaraat Uis centre, &t 100 judi, on 
tbkt day) who are fa> take precedence u foUows r — 

XVIII. The member* to idu>ot in puri ; the Ci^tain of 
Nmnbers witli the President, the Capt^n of Targets with the 
Secrelarf, and the next highest nnmben in pairs. If the mem- 
ben OQ the field be uoeTSO, the last three to dioot together. 

XIS. That no member stuid in the waj while a pair are 
riuMting, and no member to leave the end until the whole 
have shot. 

XX. That if an; member brealc a bow, arrow, or string, or 
lose an arrow, the others shall proceed without him, 

XXI. That each anoceedlug member dtall have bis arrow 
readj notehed on the string, while his predecessor it shooting, 
that no tJme nm; be lost. 

XXII. That bd; arrow falling from the string, which 
ooiuiot be reached with the bow, shall be conudered a shot. 

XXIII. When matches are made, one side shall be chosen 
b; the Fre^dent, the other by the Secretary, who bare 
precedence in shooting, b; virtue of their offices. 

XXTV. Thateachmember attend in the miiform of the dab. 



S[l)e Wojial IXxO^exs of StotlanJr, 

QUEEN'S BODY GUARD- 
(Edinburgh,) 



%kISHING to publish a long and eze^ent aoconnt of 
^^ the Royal Ardb^a at Bootkad, the writer made 
application U> the Seoretsry, for the reqi^ed infoRnati(», bat 
hieferFed, by him, to (be Sncfchpadfa Britaniea, vAdcb, 
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he stated, possessed as good an account as oould possibly 
be written; consequently, from it many of the foUowu^ 
particulars hare been extracted. 

The ancient records of this company having been destroyed 
by fire, about the end of the sixteenth century, no authentic 
traces of its institution now remain ; but from entries^ found in 
some of the old national records, it must be of great antiquity. 
It is believed that the Royal Company owes its origin to the 
Commissioners, appointed in the reign of James I., of 
Scotland, for enforcing and overseeing the exercise of 
Airchery, in different counties. These Commissioners, who 
were men of rank and power, selected, from the better 
classes, imder their cognizance, the most expert bowmen, 
formed them into a company, and, upon perilous occasions, 
they attended the king as his chief body guard ; and, in that 
situation, they always distinguished themselves for their 
loyalty, courage, and skill in Archery. It appears, from the 
minutes of the Royal Company, now extant, that an Act of 
the Privy Council of Scotland, was passed in 1677, conferring 
on them the name and titie of ^' His Majesty's Company of 
Archers," and granting a sum of money for a piece of plate, 
to be shot for in that year. 

During the early portion of the last century, the Archers 
took a prominent and distinguished part in the stormy politics 
of a disputed succession; and, devotedly attadied to the exiled 
family, they omitted no opportunity of its public manifestation. 
The approaching death of Queen Anne, in 1714, infusing new 
vigour into their party, then it was that the laws were first 
splendidly engrossed upon vellum, adorned with thisties in 
festoons, and subscribed by the members* '^Tbis subscripti<m," 
says Maitland, in his '' History of Scotland,*' ''is divided into 
five columns of names, filled up to the length of fourteen feet 
and a half; and they did not hesitate to enter upon their 
minute book, m terms which could not be misunderstood, that 
they remembered, on his birth-day, the health of an exiled 
prince. On the 14th of June following, the Earl of Crc»nartie, 
their Captain-General, although then upwards of eighty years 
of age, and the Earl of Wemyss, as Lieutena^-Geaeral, 
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marched at the head of above fifty noblemen and gentlemen, 
(clothed in uniform, equipped in military array, and 
distingoished by their proper standards,) from the Parliament 
Square to the Palace of Holyrood House, thence to Leith, 
and shot for the silver arrow, given by the City of Edinburgh. 
They returned with similar parade, having received from the 
di£Perent guards, which they passed, the same military honors 
which are paid to the King's forces." After the rebellion, in 
1715, the Archers made no display for nine years ; but the 
Duke of Hamilton being chosen their Captain-General, 
they marched through Musselburgh, A.n. 1714, and met 
occasionally during the nine succeeding years. But after 
the second rising, in 1748, the English Ministry looked upon 
this society with so jealous an eye, that they actually appointed 
spies to watch their conduct, and frequent their assemblies, a 
circumstance as cowardly as it was mean and contemptible. 

The affiedrs of the company are conducted by a President, 
Secretary, and six Councillors, who meet weekly for the 
despatch of businesd. The present Captain-General is His 
Grace the Duke of Buccleugh, who succeeded to the appoint- 
ment, on the death of the late veneraMe Earl of Hopetown, 
who died in 1823. 

The Royal Archers of Scotland lay claim, by Royal Charter, 
to the ctuious and honorable privilege, to act as the ^' King's 
Body Guard," whenever he approaches within five miles of 
their metropolis. Accordingly, when George lY. visited his 
Scottish dominions, they immediately put in their claim, and 
his Majesty's well-known predilection for everything connected 
with the usages of chivalry and romance, added to his having 
been himself a member of the Royal Kentish Bowmen, whilst 
Prince of "Wales, renders it scarcely necessary to state that 
their application was good-humoredly acceded to. The 
occasion, the season of the year, and the state of the weather, 
combined to render the whole spectacle one of the most 
splendid and imposing of the kind, ever witnessed in Scothind. 
They attended his Majesty at court, and on all state occasions, 
during his residence in the northern metropolis ; and 
accompanied him on his visit to Hopetown House, whence 




he embarked for London. The Captain-General has smce 
been appointed ''Gold Stick" for Scotland, and the Royal 
Con^aiigr now forms part of the Household. 

On the Tidt of Her Majesty Qneen Victoria, to Scotland, in 
September, 1842, the Royal Company of Archers again 
formed the Body Guard, and accompanied the Qneen on her 
progress through the northern capital. 

Their chief place of public rendezvous is the Meadows, or 
Hope Park, a spot deriving its name from Sir Thomas Hope, 
who drained and converted it into what it now is, an elegant 
and well frequented promenade. Within the last fifty years, a 
building has been erected on the adjoining ground, called 
Archer's Hall, where the members dine, and hold their 
elections, and other meetings, relative to tte business of the 
company. There are weekly meetings for exercise, when 
shooting at butts and rovers is principally practised. 

The Royal Archers of Scotland have two very old standards. 
The first of these bears, on one side. Mars and Venus, encircled 
in a wreath of thistles, with this motto, '* In peace and war,*' 
On the other side, a yew-tree, with two men dressed and 
equipped as Archers, encircled as the former ; motto, " Dat 
gloria vires" The other standard displays, on one side, a lion 
rampant, gules on a field or, encircled with a wreath ; on the 
top a thistle and crown ; motto, '* Nemo me impune laceseit" 
On the reverse side, St. Andrew on the cross, on a field 
argent; at the top a crown; motto, *' Bulce pro patria 
periculum" His late lamented Mijesty, William IV., 
presented the Royal Company of Archers with new colors. 
One of them combines both of the old ones, with the words 
'< Th e Royal Company of Archers ; " and the other bears the Royal 
Arms of Scotland, with the words, '* King's Body Guard for 
Scotland." His Migesty, also, expressly confirmed the 
appointment of the Royal Company to be '' The Body Guard 
for Scothmd." 

In their public progresses through Edinburgh, to shoot for 
their numerous and valuable prizes, an officer precedes them, 
bearing, instead of a mace, the ordinary badge of corporate 
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bodies — a bow of vaat dSmensions, itam which is suspended 
the Boyai purse, ^c, Ac. 

NuMBEB OF Mbubbm. — ^Tho Archer guard coaeistSy at the 
present time^ of upwards of a thousand members, amoi^st 
whom they number some of the principal nobility, gentry, and 
chief professional men of '* bonnie Scotland." 

CosTUMB. — ^At the period when George IV. visited Scotland, 
as well as for ages before, the costume was a modification of 
the ''garb' of old Gaul," at once manly and elegant. It 
consisted of tartan, lined with white, and trimmed with white 
and green fringes ; white sash, with green tassels, and blue 
bonnet, ornamented with St. Andrew's Cross and feather. 
Since then, howeyer, the uniform has been conside»ibly 
altered, and is i^w manufactured of very dark green cloth, 
faced with black braiding, with a narrow stripe of crimson 
Telyet in the centre. Hie hat is of the same color, with a 
handsome medallion in front, and a plume of black feathers. 

Fbiees. — The following may be considered as a list of the 
chief prizes^ annually shot for» by the Royal Archers of 
Scotland ;-^ 

I, A SiLYBB Abbow, giyen by the town of Musselburgh, 
which appears to have been shot for, as early as the year 1603. 
The yictor in this, as in other prizes, except the king's prize, 
has the custody of it for a year ; then returns it, with a medal 
appended, on which are engraved any motto and device, 
which ihe victor's fancy dictates. In 1793, this curious 
antique relio was encircled with one hundred and- sixte^i 
medalsy and ten years afterwards^ its weight was one hundred 
and sixty ounces. 

II. A SiLy£B Abbow, giyen by the town of Pe^^les, 
a.i». 1626. 

IlL A SiLyEB Abbow, giyen by the city of Edmburgh, 
Aj). 1709. 

lY, A SiLTXB Abbow, gfyen by the town of Sdkirk, wfatdi 
was shot for, in 1819, after an interval of one hundred and 
forty^fonr years. 

y. A SuyfiB PvKCS-Bowi., compeBed of genuine Scottish 
silver, and suffioiently oa{>acioQS to hold two bottles of ruO: 
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eonyerted into punch. This magnificent piece of plate b 
Talned at about three hundred guineas; and^ like the silver 
arrows, it is encircled with rows of gold medals, bearing the 
arms and inscriptions of the yictorious Archers. These, in 
the year 1793, amounted to seventy-three. The bowl, 
therefore, like the rest, must be considered as merely a 
nominal prise, although it is supposed that the original 
intention was, that the individual who gained it for three 
consecutive years, should retain permanent possesion. An 
instance of such good fortune did actually occur ; but the 
victor, considering that it would better grace the sideboard of 
the '^ Archers* Hall," than that of a private residence, and, 
unwilling, also, to deprive his brother bowmen of the pleasures 
of a contest, generously restored the bowl, on the express 
condition that the above-mentioned privilege should be for 
ever abolished. It is, consequently, now the common 
property of the company, and graces their table, at all 
convivial meetings, held in '^ Archers' Hall." This prize can 
only be gained by three consecutive ends ; and, if not won 
during the summer, it is shot for, as an ordinary prize, at the 
end of the season. 

VI. A Gold Medal, made of Pagodas, being part of the 
money paid by Tlppoo Sultan, at the treaty of Seringapatam, 
and presented to the Royal Company by Major James Spens. 

VII. An Excellent Silver Vase, and Gold Mbdal^ 
presented by General John Earl of H(^etown, in com- 
memoration of the visit of His Majesty George IV. to 
Scotland, in 1822, called the ^^ Royal Commemoration Prize," 
and which is shot for on the king's birth day, annually. 

VIII. His Majesty's Pvbse of Twenty Guineas. The 
contest for the royal gift excites an unusual degree of 
emulation among the Body Guard. The winner purchases a 
piece of plate, of whatever fashion he fdeasei^ of the 8am» 
value as the purse. The insignia of Archery, however, imist 
form its chief omam^ts, and, on producing it to tho Tkreasurer^ 
the twenty guineas are paid. 
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IX. An elegant Silybb Bu«le, presented to the Royal 
Company, by one of the General Officers, Sir Henry Jardine, 
Knight, and which was shot for on the 9th of April, 1830, for 
the first time. 

X. Anotheb Bugle, the gift of the Body Guard. 

XI. A St. Ahbbew's Cboss, giren by Sir George Mackendd^ 
of C?oal, Bart., to the Royal Company, and called the " St, 
Andrew's Prize." 

The above prizes are principally shot for at rovers, the 
marks being placed at a distance of 180^ 185, and 200 yards 
apart. 

Besides the above, however, there are also two prizes 
contended for, at butts, or point blank distance, being one 
hundred feet. The first b called ** The Goose." The ancient 
manner of shooting for this prize was, by building up a living 
goose in a turf-butt, having the head only exposed to view ; 
and the Archer who first hit the head, was entitled to have 
the goose as his reward, and have the title of '^ Captain 
Goose," for the season. This barbarous custom has long 
since been laid aside ; and, in the place of a goose's head, a 
small glass globe is pot ki^ the. butt, of about an inch in 
diameter, and the Archer who breaks this is declared victor, 
and is entertained by the company at dinner. He wears a 
medal, which was presented by Major Spens, also made out 
of Tippoo Sultan's Pagodas. 

The other butt prize is a Gold Medal, which, it is stated 
is shot for three times, during the year, and is won by the 
Archer who gains the greatest number of points, in the three 
days' shooting. 

Rules. — The Rules and Regulations of the Royal Company 
of Archers have never been printed ; and, in fact, were 
never completed. The society may, therefore, be considered 
as *'Uiwlest,** when within the precincts of their shooting 
ground. 
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(FlinUhire,) 




|ER present M^esty has contributed largely to the 
spread of Archery, as an amnsementy in this country, 
and the society of the Royal British Bowmen is one of the 
public bodies who have been honored with her munificent 
support. It was originally established in February, 1787, but, 
in the course of time, ceased to exist It was, howeyer, 
revived in October, 1818,. amd, since that time, it has continued 
to prosper. Her Miyesty, Queen Victoria, is not only the 
Patroness of the society, but also annually gives J£25 for the 
gentlemen to shoot for, and the same sum for the ladies. 

NuMBKa OF Membebs. — The names of eighty gentlemen, and 
about one hundred and thirty ladies, are enrolled as members 
of the society. 

CosTuicE. — Unknown. 

Pbizes. — The prizes are various, and will be best understood 
by referring to Rules X^^LVI. and XLL— XLVIII. 

Rules. — Annexed are the Rules, Regulations, &c., of the 
Royal British Bowmen : — 

1. — Resolutions, 

L That the Bow Meetings be re-established. 

II. That there be seven meetings in each year; the first to 
be held on the last Friday in June, and continued once in 
every fortnight. 

III. That a President, Vice-President, and Lady Paramount, 
be elected annually. 

IV. That members, who can find a convenient situation in 
their own grounds, do erect butts; and that the meetings be 
held at the houses of those members who have erected them. 

V. That a proper tent be provided by the society, to be 
conveyed to the place of meeting, at the expense of the 
member who holds the meeting. 

VI. That the dinner be provided in the tent, by the member 
who holds the meeting, to consist of cold meats (game, bacon 
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and beans, and vegpeiables excepted) ; and^ In order to reduce 
the expense of the table as much as possible, that there be 
allowed only one row of dishes, and those dishes plac&d 
lengthways along the table j that the wine be confined to port 
and common white wine only ; and that all hot-house fruits be 
ezcloded ifeom the triple. I7.B. — A penalty <»f five pounds, for 
transgressing any part of this regnlatiofi, to bo paid to iSie 
society. 
YII. That the dimier honr be three, and Uie tea hour ax, 
Ylil. That members who giro Bow Meetings, shall hare 
the liberty 0f bringing those friends only who vte bona fick 
resident in their houses ; and eaeh menA>er b desired to notify, 
to the person who holds the meettng, how many guests he 
means to bring. 

TX. TEliat no servants be permitted to stay at any meeting, 
unless they have tickets g^yen them by the host of the day, 
and leave from their respective masters ; and that no horses, 
coachmen, or postilions, be allowed to remain on the premises. 

X. That no member be permitted to give any gratuity to 
the attendants upon the tent. 

XI. That aU members (except .honorary members) do 
appear in the estal^i^ed imiform, at aH meelmgs, tinder a 
penalty of one pound. N.B. — Ladies of 70, and gentlemen 
of 65 years of age, are allowed to attend the meetings, out of 
uniform. M^xCbers in black glove mourning, are not expected 
to wear the uniform. 

Xn. That every genlieman pay two pounds annuaUy, and 
m advance. 

Xm. That any member be at liberty to change the day of 
meeting, which falls to him, with another, giving pubHc notice 
thereof. 

XIV. That the number of members be HmSted to two 
hundred and fifty, exclusive of honorary members. 

XV. That any member who bas been absent from aU the 
meetings during the year, be considered as baving redgned, 
unless a proper excuse be sent to the President or Secretary, 

XVI. That any member wishing to make new regulations, or 
to sZiter old ones, do give notice thereof, at the meeting before 
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the J are votedj and all questions be detenwiied by avqarity 
of Toices^ the casting yoiee in the President} or Vlee-Prettdenty 
orj in their absejice^ m the Host of the day. 

XYII, That^ when a^ candidate is pro^KMed and seoooded, the 
ballot take place at the following aieeting^ four Mack batts 
excluding ; and that an unaueceflsM candidate be not i>roposed 
twice in the same year. 

XY in. That the husbands of those ladies, who are 
and Ukewise the wives of those gentlemen^' under 
adTantagei^ become members without ballot; but that no lady 
do remain a member of this society, after marriage, miless her 
husband consent to become a member. 

XIX. That the diildren of those members who hold 
meetings^ be admitted without ballot^ as soon as their parents 
Improve of their wearing- the uniform, and paying their 
subscriptions. 

XX. That a Committee be appointed, when necessary, to 
consist of twenty-one members, seven of whom to constitute a 
quorum^ to meet at Wrexham^ or elsewhere, to transact 
business, and report their proceedings to the society. 

XXI. That a meeting of the^ Committee be held^ during the 
winter, for the purpose of auditing the accounts, electing new 
officers, and making other arrangements that may be deemed 
necessary ; and, if a dinner should be thought necessary,, that 
it be paid for out of the fund. 

XXII. That the power of changing the uniform, be vested 
in a committee of ladies and gentlemen respectively. 

XXIII. That any member appearing out of uniform, more 
than once, without giving a satisfactory excuse, shall forfeit 
ten guineas. 

. XXIV. That ladies, elected by ballot, pay one pound. That 
genUeman, elected by ballot, pay two pounds entrance, 
exclusive of the annual subscription of two pounds. 

XXV. That those members who are abroad, aa. Her Mi^sty *s 
service, shall not pay their annual subscription whilst absent, 
and that their places be filled up by candidates; bof, on their 
return, they shall be re-admitted as extra members. 
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XXTI. That & person be appointed as Steward of the 
society, at a salary of three guineas per meeting, including 
trayelling expenses, whose duty it wiU be to carry into effect 
all regulations, relative to horses and senrants, and to attend 
to the interests of the society. 

2 Shooting. 

XXVII. That none but members be permitted to shoot at 
the meetings. 

XXVIII. That the order of shooting be determined by the 
Pre^dent, or Vice-President, or, in their absence, by the Host 
of the day. 

XXIX. That the shooter stand in front of the mark he is 
shooting from; and, after shooting the arrow, drill off, by 
turning short on the left, and leaving room for the next to 
shoot, who shall have the arrow ready nocked in the bow, in 
order to lose no time ; and, if the shooter be not ready, he lose 
his turn. 

XXX. That the winning arrow be that nearest the centre 
of the mark, to be measured from the nearest part of the 
arrow, to the nearest part of the peg. 

XXXI. That no person be allowed to stand in front of the 
shooter ; for any object that catches the eye, may draw the 
attention from the mark. 

XXXII. That, as the exercise of Archery is to promote 
amusement, and not to promote gambling, all sums of money 
shot for, or wagers laid, be forfeited to the* society. 

XXXIII. That every shooter have a distinguishing mark 
upon the arrow. 

3. — Target. 

XXXiy. That a target be shot three times during the 
year; the gentlemen at- no less distance than one hundred 
yards, and the ladies at no less than sixty yards. 

XXXV. That proper targets be provided by the society. 

XXXVI. That two medals be provided by the society for 
the gentlemen, viz. : — Captain's medal, ** Victory ;" and 
Lieutenant's medal, '* Caractacus." And two medals for the 
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ladies, viz.: — Captain's medal, ''Fame;" and Lieutenant's 
medaJ, '' Bonduoa ;" to be won by the two most central shots 
of the day, at their respectiye targets. 

4. — Order of Shooting. 
First, President ; second, Vice-President; third. Host of the 
day; the rest by lot. When the gold or red is hit, the 
shooter to receire the respectiye medal, and take place. 

XXXVII. That, if a shooter hit the line of any circle, the 
arrow to count to his advantage ; for instance, if the arrow 
hit between the gold and red, that it count as having hit the 
gold. 

XXXVIII. That any shooter, quitting the butt before the 
end is shot out, unless by consent of the shooters, forfeit one 
shilling to the society for each offence. 

XXXIX. That the number of ends to be shot, be determined 
by the President, or Vice-President; and that a limited 
number be shot before dinner, and the remainder after dinner. 

XL. That every shooter be on the ground at eleven o'clock 
on target days, and forfeit on^shilling to the society for every 
half-hour he b absent, after that time. 

XLI. That the lady who wins the Captain's medal, on the 
first day of meeting in each year, be the Lady Patroness of 
the year, and that the society do present her with a hat and 
plume of white feathers. 

XLII. That members, in possession of medals, wear them at 
all meetings, under penalty of one shilling ; and produce them 
on target days, under penalty of one pound. 

XLIII. That, if our Royal Patron should, as formerly, 
honor the society with prizes, every member who has ever, won 
a Royal Prize, be deprived of a circle for each prize he may 
have won, and that all Royal Prizes be visibly worn on all 
target and Royal Prize days, under a penalty of one poimd. 

XLIV. That four other medals be provided by the society, to 
be called Medals of Merit, two for the gentlemen, and two for 
the ladies; to be won respectively by those who put the 
greatest number of shots into the target,- on each target day ; 
which number of shots to be engraved on the medals, and, at 
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the end of the ;ear^ to belong to tho shooters^ Trho have the 
greatest number of shots engraved npen them^ and as a fiirther 
enoouragement to Archery. 

XLY. That the society do present to the gentleman and 
ladjy who wia the first Medal of Merit, the sum of fifteen 
pounds each ; and to the gentleman and lady who jinn the 
second Medal of Merit, the sum of ten pounds each, to be laid 
out by them in the purchase of some ornament, emblematical 
of Archery i to b.e worn by each respectire Archer^ on all 
future target days. 

XLYI. That a&y member, haying won two Medals of Merit, 
shall be excluded the outer circle. 

XLVII. That two prizes be proyided by the society, yearly, 
not to equal, in yalue, the Medals of Merit ; to be shot for by 
the ladies at thirty yards. The most central shot to win.. 

XLVIII. Tha<9 at every meeting in the season, except the 
last aad Reyal Prize day, the sum of three pounds be presented 
to the -gentleman and lady who have the most central gold 
shot. On the Royal Prize day, and at the last meeting, the 
sum of five pounds shall be |fresented to the gentleman and 
lady who have the best gold shot, except they be the winners 
of the Queen's Prize, or Medals of Merits in winch case it shall 
go to the next best shot in the gold. 



Boijal ^I>enoo0d: C2lr(i)er0< 
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^H£ Royal Sherwood Archers were established m June, 
1833, and,, in. the following September, were honored by 
his lata Royal Highneas Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of 
Sussex^ E.6., accepting the efi&ce of Patron, which situation 
hd continued to fill, until the time of his lamented death. 
From the period of the formation of the society it has continued 
to flourish, and is now one of the largest societies in the 
kingdom^ as will be seen from the number of members. 
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N^MBSJB or MracBSBs. — Upwards 9i /nur kundr^ ladies 
and gentlenMO are taeaibera of tbis society. 

CosTX73aE«.-<..The original >coslume^ worn bj the ladies^ was 
a green silk dress, wMte chip hat, with a wreath of acorns 
and oak leaves ; but, as this did not equaUtf show the charm$ 
ofaU, an outcry was raised against it^ and it was consequently 
altered to the present dress, yiz., a green scarf, fringed^ 
looped, and confined with gold. This is worn from the right 
shotdder, crosnng the hosom, and is pendant on the left side. 
It is worn both in the field and in the ball room. The other 
parts of the dress are left to Ihe taste ef the wearer. The 
gentlemen wear a dark g^reen coat, Uned with white, aad 
white kerseymere waistcoat ; gold buttons, with 11, Sb* f(«» in 
Old English characters, snrmomited with the coronet of a 
Royal ThAe, 

PxisBs.— See Rde :£XI.; bnt, as it Is posnble that this 
mle may be misunderstood, it may be as well to state tiiat the 
olnb pnzes are fcmr ia mmber; two to la^ei^ and two to 
genilemen. The third prixe^ for the best gold, is always the 
gift of the Patroness and President of the day. .It is giren by 
the President to the ladiei^ send by the Patroness to the 
gentlemen. The ladies' prize was established on the formation 
oi the society^ and the gentlemen's, in August, 1836. 

Rvusa.— The Rules and Regulations of the Royal Sherwood 
Archers, are as follow : — 

L That an Archery Society be established in Nottingham- 
shire, to be called ''Th^ Shebwood Abchebs." 

II. That four meetings be held in each year, namely, on 
the third Thursday in June ; the second Thursday in Jiily ; 
the first Thursday in August ; and the first Thursday m 
September. 

III. That the four General Meetbgs he held on the Cricket 
Oromid, at Southwefl, oUigingly 4^lfored by the gentlemen of 
the Orieket Cliib. 

XY. That all persons, miikABg to become members, he 
proposed and seconded by members at one weeting, and 
balloted for at the subsequent metfOag, 
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y. That man and wif« be proposed and balloted for as one ; 
but all other individuals of a family to be taken separately. 

VI. That ten members, at least, be necessary for a ballot ; 
and that one black ball in ten do exclude. 

VII. That a Committee of six ladies and six gentlemen be 
appointed annually, at the last meeting in September; as, also, 
a Treasurer and Secretary. 

yill. That a Lady Patroness and a President be appointed, 
at each meeting, for the succeeding one. 

IX. That the Lady Patroness hare the choice and 
distribution of the prizes, and that all points of arrangement, 
either in Archery or otherwise, be referred to the President, 
whose decision shall be paramount. 

X. That the entrance money, for gentlemen, be one pound, 
and, for ladies, ten shillings ; and that the annual subscription 
be the same. 

XI. That the subscription, for the current year, be paid 
upon entrance ; and that the annual subscription, for each 
member, be paid in advance, on the first of January, or, before 
the first day of meeting in June. 

XII. That the Committee have it in charge to provide and 
arrange everything relative to provisions, accommodation, 
band, &c., upon the best and most economical principles. 

XIII. That all military officers, quartered in Nottingham- 
shire, with their wives, be received as honorary members, 
upon their names being given in by a member of the society. 

XIV. That a member have the privilege of introducing one 
or more visiters to the dinner, upon paying the expenses of 
the same ; but that no visiter be permitted to pay anything. 

XV. That members may introduce any friends to the ball ; 
all visiters so introduced to pay five shillings. 

XVI. That any member being desirous of adding to the 
rules of the society, or of making any alteration therein, do 
give notice of the same immediately after dinner, at one 
meeting, and that the proposition be discussed and disposed 
of at the subsequent meeting. 
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XVII. That members be on the groimd pnnctoally attwelre 
o'clock on target days ; the ballot for new members to 
commence precisely at half-past twelre, and the shooting to 
begin pmictually At one. 

(By Vote of the Soeiety,) 

That the Residentiary at Southwell, and his family> be 
honorary members of the society during the period of 
Residence. 

XVIIJ. That a pair of targets be prorided for every six 
pair of shooters. 

XIX. That the targets be fixed at eighty yards. Marks to 
be placed twenty yards in front of each^ to which the ladies 
may adrance, after the gentlemen hare shot, 

XX. If the shooter hit the line of any circle, the arrow to 
count to his advantage. 

XXI. That three prizes be given to the ladies, and two to 
the gentlemen, at each meeting, to be awarded as follows :-^ 
The first, to the Archer who counts most ; the second, to the 
greatest number of arrows in the target ; a third to the lady 
who makes the most central shot. The two prizes for 
gentlemen, to be awarded as the first and second, above 
stated. 

3, — Shooting, 

XXII. That no person but members, or honorary members, 
be allowed to shoot, excepting those visiters who are actually 
members of any reg^ular Archery Society ; and none but 
members and honorary members can claim a prize. 

XXIII. Each Archer to shoot three arrows successively ; 
and, having shot, to move round the target to the right, so as 
not to interfere with the next coming up. 

XXiy. Any person standing the least in front of the target, 
during the shooting, to be fined five shillings, to be paid to the 
Treasurer. 

. XXy. Any person or persons moving forward, before the 
bugles have sounded for the advance, to be fined five shillings 
each. 
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XXVI. After an end has been shot^ no person to pick up or 
touch any but his own or his partner's arrows. 

(Altered August 6, 1835.) 

XXVII. That the winner of a first prize, either lady or 
gentleman, do not count the outer white or black ; and that 
the winner of a second prize do not count the outer white, 
during the remainder of the season. 

XXVIII. That any member who may win two prizes in the 
same day, must take the first ; the other to be awarded to the 
next besty in the regular order. (See Rule XXL) 



(London.) 
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^tf'LTHOTJGH this society is usually termed the Royal 

^^ Toxophilite Society, that appellation was lost on the 

death of his late Majesty William IV., who was the Patron of 

the society. It was instituted by Sir Ashton Lever, in the 

year 1781, and is consequently an old society. The writer, 

however, is sorry to learn, from good authority, that it is now 

in a declining state, and, if some very spirited exertions be 

not speedily made to re-establish it, very few years will elapse, 

ere the name alone will remain to tell of the glorious deeds 

and magnificent gatherings of its members in days of yore. 

The shooting ground of the society, which is in the Regent's 

Park, is stated by Hansard to be very beautiful, and is thus 

described by him — '* In the pleasantest portion of one of the 

most delightful suburban scenes ever created by tiie taste and 

industry of man, the Royal Toxophilites hare establi^ed their 

present quarters. The ground, on account of the plantations, 

IS not visible from the road, except on the days of meeting, 

when the targets, glittering with crimson and gold, are just 

discernible through the masses of foliage which encircle the spot. 
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Three paira of earthem butts, surmoonted according to 
ancient usage, with urns of the same material, are ranged on 
its green closely shaven turf, at the usual distances. An 
elegant iron railing and grayelled path enclose the whole 
area, whi^, except in the space between the targets, is 
tastefully dotted with clumps of trees and flowering shrubs. 
The banquetting hall, where the Tozophilites dine, is erected 
in the genuine old English style of architecture, thus 
harmonizing with an amusement all of whose associations are 
connected with the fashions of a bye-gone age. The interior 
is fitted up with elegant simplicity. In the centre of the 
apartment stands a range of oak dining tables, sufficient to 
accommodate the members on their occasional festivals. To 
the left, on entering, is a lofty antique chimney-piece of oak, 
with a dial in the centre. The windows, opening on a broad 
veranda, which encircles the whole edifice, are of richly 
stained glass, proudly decorated with the heraldic bearings 
of its founder ; his Majesty, the Patron ; and the Earl of 
Aylesford, the President. They bear, in addition, the following 
inscriptions : — 

First Window, 
Zoxopf\xiiU l&ocCets. S^it ^nf^inn %t\itXt ltnisf)t» 

a.B., 1781. jFouniiw. 

Second Window, 

patron.. 

Third Window. 

Carl ot ^sUsforli, 
$re0(2ient. 

Massive shields of carved oak, emblazoned with devices 
emblematical of Archery, adorn the ceilings of this interesting 
apartment ; and around its walls are placed a range of 
Ascluuns, ornamented with crest and coronet, as well as 
the collars and pattern of each Archer's arrow mark." Alas 
for the waning taste of England, if such a society as this 
be allowed to be broken up. 
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NtTHBBB or MEiiBEBs.-^It wUl be seen, by the first rule; 
that the society is limited to sixty-five membersy but the 
present number is unknown to the writer. 

Costume. — In Sir Ashton Lever's time, the costume was 
a single-breasted coat, of grass green, with an arrow engraved 
on the buttons ; bufiP kerseymere waistcoat^ and small clothes ; . 
Hessian boots ; hat turned up on the right side, with a black 
feather ; belt, bracer, and shooting glove. A description of 
the costume, at present worn, will be found by referring to 
Rule XVII. 

Prizes. — The Tozophilite Society possesses many valuable 
prizes, but the writer is unable to particularize them. 

Rules. — On the 10th of May, 1837, a meeting was held, 
when the following Rules and Regulations were ''approved 
and established." 

I. The Toxophilite Society shall consbt of a President and 
sixty-five members, exclusive of such persons as may be 
admitted honorary, or life members, or declared absentees. 

II. The . election oi members shall be by ballot, taken 
separately before dinner — ^two black balls shall exclude. Each 
candidate shall be proposed by one member, and seconded by 
another ; his rank, profession, occupation, or other distinction, 
with his residence, and the date of his nomination, shall be 
entered in the candidate book, and signed by the member who 
proposes him, thirteen days, at least, before the time of ballot ; 
and a card, with the names of the candidate, the proposer and 
seconder, shall be put up in the Hall six days before the 
ballot. 

III. The freedom of the society may be granted to any 
person, as an honorary member, or to any established Society 
of Archers, who shall have no place of meeting within thirty 
miles of the metropolis, provided the grant be proposed and 
seconded at one general meeting, and taken into consideration 
at the general meeting next following ; wh^n the question 
shall be determined by ballot ; two black balls to negative the 
motion. 

IV. If it should appear that any member is about to be 
absent from England, during the months of May, June, and 
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July/ he may be declared an absentee, and shall not be liable 
to any subscription for that year ; but all his privileges as a 
member shall be suspended during such absence, and until his 
subscription for the current year shall be paid. 

y. Any member who may have compoimded for his 
subscription, by the payment of J6100, may be declared a 
life member, and shall enjoy the same privileges, and be 
subject to the same rules, as other members, provided such 
life members shall not exceed ten in number, unless the 
Committee recommend the admission of any member, as a 
supernumerary, and the society shall see sufficient grounds 
for adopting such recommendation. 

VI. The officers of the society shall be the President, who 
may be an honorary member, the Field Captain, the three 
Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, Secretary, and Sub-Treasurer, 
as, also, the Captain and Lieutenant of Targets, on the days, 
and in all matters specially connected with the days, on which 
it is their duty to preside. 

VII. The affairs of the society shall be under the super- 
intendence of a Committee, to consist of the President, the 
Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and Sub-Treasurer, 
and six other members of the society. 

VIII. The election of President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and Sub-Treasurer, and three other members, to 
form the Committee, shall take place at the spring meeting. 
One of such three members, and one of the Vice-Presidents, 
shall go out every year in rotation, and be ineligible to either 
office, until after the lapse of a year. The Committee shall 
recommend, annually, the names of ten members, for the 
respective offices above-mentioned ; the list to be put up in the 
hall a week previous to the meeting. If, in any case, objection 
be made to any one of the persons so recommended, the 
question shall be decided by the majority of the members 
present, each member delivering in a paper, containing the 
name for whom he votes ; and, in case of equality of votes, the 
recommendation of the Committee shall be adopted. 



IX. The Committee shall meet once, at least, in every 
month, excepting September, October, December, and 
January, fire to be a quorum. 

X. The Conmuttee shall lay before the general meeting in 
May, a report and abstract of accounts, and general concerns 
of the society for the past year, as settled at a previous 
meeting of the Committee, together with an estimate of the 
probable receipts and disbursements of the current year, such 
report and estimate to be printed. 

XI. The Secretary, or some member of the Committee 
acting for him, shall keep a minute book of the proceedings 
of the Committee. Each day's proceedings to be authenticated 
by the signature of the Chairman of that day. 

XII. It shall be the duty of the Committee to take cognizance 
of all matters whatever, conceniing the good order and 
fellowship of the society, and also to impose fines, not exceeding 
ten shillings, for any irregularities not provided for by the 
standing rules, or for any offensive or improper conduct; 
provided that if the Committee shall be of opinion that the 
case is deserving of a more serious notice, they shall report 
the particulars to a General Meeting of the society, or a 
Special Meeting to be held for the purpose, and the meeting 
shall be empowered to impose such fines, or make such orders 
therein, as they think proper, not less than eighteen members 
being present, and at least two-thirds of the members present 
concurring therein. It shall be the duty of such of the 
Committee as shall be at any time present, to determine any 
dispute, and to declare what fines or penalties are incurred by 
the infraction of the standing rules. 

XIII. The spring meeting shaU take place the first week in 
May. Business shall commence on that day at two o'clock, 
but at all other meetings, unless specially appointed otherwise, 
the hour of business shall be three o'clock. There shall be 
four regular targets, besides extra targets. Shooting to 
commence at twelve ; dinner at half -past three. Special 
meetings shall be held, when called by the Committee, on 
their own authority, or on the written requisition of any six 
members of the society ; but the business of such meetings 
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shall be limited to the purposes to be stated in the notices 
thereof; and^ except upon emergencies^ "when it may be 
impracticable, seven days' notice shall be given. Three days 
^all be appointed for shooting for the King's, President's, 
and Crunden Prizes. There shall be an Anniversary Dinner 
on the first Wednesday in December. No business shall be 
transacted but at general meetings, or at special meetings, 
duly smnmoned fer that purpose, nor unless there be nine 
members present, at the usual time of transacting business at 
any general meeting, or within one hour after the time 
appointed for any special meeting. 

XIV. The days of shooting shall be fixed by the Committee, 
and due notice thereof given. 

XV. The aimual subscription shall be jCIO, and every newly 
elected member shall pay, in addition to his subscription, .f 10 
for his admission. If, however, he shall be elected after the 
two first regular target days, and the King's and President's 
Prize Days, he shall not be required to pay more than half the 
annual subscription ; and, if after the last regular target day, 
he shall not be called upon for any subscription till the 
following year. The finnual subscription shall be payable on 
the first of January, and the subscription of every newly 
elected member at the next meeting after his election. After 
such days respectively, until his subscription is paid, no person 
shall be entitled to shoot, or exercise any right as a member 
of this society ; and, after the spring meeting, a card, containing 
the names of members in arrears^ shall be placed up in the 
halL 

XVI. If, at the spring meeting, any member shall not hate 
paid his subscription for the preceding year, notice of this 
rule having been sent to him, he shall be considered as having 
resigned; provided that, on application to the Committee, 
they may re-admit him, on the payment of all arrears, 
subject, nevertheless, to the approval of the next general 
meeting. 

X VIX. The uniform <^ the society ahaU be a ooat of green 
cloth, or merino, of the color of the pattern kept at the 
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Archer*s hodge, stogie-breasted, and with the buttons now in 
use for shooting ; and the Committee shall fix on an uniform 
dress coat. 

XVIII. Erery member who shall shoot on any of the 
target, extra target, or prize days, shall wear the uniform 
shooting coat, except members in Holy Orders, or in 
mourning, wearing black coats, under the penalty of two 
shillings and sixpence for every day he shall offend, and shall 
also shoot with arrows marked with his own proper mark, 
under the like penalty, for every day he shall offend ; and no 
member shall, at any time when shooting, wear any cap but 
the uniform cap, or any fancy dress, under a like penalty. 

XIX. Honorary members, and members of societies, to 
which the freedom shall have been granted, are entitled to 
shoot with the society on all target days, but not on the prize 
days, nor to win any of the society's medals or prizes. No 
person, except such honorary and free members (and those on 
the target days above-mentioned only) shall be admitted to 
the Archery ground, unless introduced by a member. A 
member shall, however, be at liberty to introduce any of his 
friends, to shoot at any other time, than on the target and 
prize days, and te introduce a declared candidate, to shoot on 
a target day, once previously to his being balloted for. Any 
member may give notice, by a card, placed up in the haU, 
that he intends bringing a party of ladies to shoot any Monday, 
and may bespeak a set of butts for their use ; such notice to 
be put up before twelve o'clock on the preceding Saturday ; 
and, in such case, the ground shall be given up on those days 
exclusively to the ladies, after two o'clock. 

XX. All sums of money shot for (except sweepstakes, not 
exceeding one shilling each, made by three or more members), 
and all wagers made in the society, shall be forfeited and paid 
to the Treasurer, or Sub-Treasurer, unless the particulars 
shall have been entered previously to the decision thereof, in 
a book to be kept for that purpose, and called the match 
book, in which, also, the result of the match or wager shall be 
entered. 
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XXI. The four regular targets abaH be shot at one hundred 
yards, the member having the greatest number of hits to be 
Captain of Numbers, and the member having the next greatest 
number to be Lieutenant of Numbers. The Triennial Gold 
Medal shall be won by the member vfrho shall have had, in the 
three years, the greatest number of hits as Captain, and the 
Silver Medal by the member who shall have had, in the same 
period, Uie greatest number of hits as Lieutenant, thoi:^h the 
same person may, thereby, win both medals. On these days, 
the member who shaU make the most central shot, shall be the 
Captain of Target at the corresponding target in the following 
year, and he who shall make the best shot next to him, shall be 
the Lieutenant of Target, at such corresponding target. 

XXIL The Field Captain, for the time being, shall hold 
the ofEice and the silver brace annexed thereto, until he is 
duly challenged, and beat on one of the four regular target 
days, and he shall then resign the same to the conqueror, who 
shall take them on the same terms. Any member, who shall 
challenge the Field Captain, shaU enter his challenge in the 
match book, at least two full days before the day of shooting ; 
and, if he shall fail to beat him, he shall forfeit to the society 
a sovereign. The number of hits shall decide the challenge. 
If the weather shall prevent the parties shooting the target 
out, the challenge shall be adjourned to the next, or (if 
the parties agree thereto) some subsequent target day, the 
counting, in such case, to begin entirely de novo. If the silver 
brace be not ready to be produced on each of the four regular 
targets, the Field Captain, or member in possession of it, 
shall forfeit for every such offence twenty shillings. 

XXIII. At the extra targets, the shooting shall be at one 
hundred yards, unless the majority of members present, at the 
commencement of the shooting, shall prefer and fix upon other 
lengths to be shot before dinner ; and, after dinner, on those 
days, the minority of the members, about to shoot, shall 
determine at what distances the shooting shall be. 

XXIV . On each of the target days, regular or extra, the 
number of ends to be shot shall not exceed forty-eight, the 
parties to change butts on the completing of every eight ends. 
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The morning shooting, however, shall not be continued beyond 
a quarter of an hour past three o'clock, nor exceed twenty- 
four ends. The number of ends to be shot alter dinner, and 
the period of changing butts, shall be determined by the 
Captain, or presiding officer of the day, before the party leaves 
the dinner table. 

XXV. The King's Prize shall be shot for at three lengths, 
120, 90, and 60 yards, an equal number of ends at each length, 
the two former at four, and the latter at three-feet targets. 
The hits to count according to value, 9, 7, 5, 3, and 1^ The 
member, who shall have the greatest value, to win this prize. 
The winner of the King's prize, in the preceding year, shall 
preside and act as Captain. The member, who shall have 
made the most 'central shot, at. the shooting for the King's 
Prize, in the preceding year, (not being the winner of the 
said prize) shall act as Lieutenant. The course of shooting 
on this day, shall be decided by the Conmiittee, on or before 
the commencement of shooting ; all other arrangements and 
preparations for this day shall be aLso left to the Committee, 
with liberty to add to their numbers. 

XXYI. The President's Prizes, unless the President shall 
give other directions, shall be shot for at 100, 80, and 
60 yards, at four, three, and two feet targets, the hits to count 
according to value, 9, 7, 5, 3, and 1, the member who shall 
have the greatest value to win the first prize, he who has the 
next greatest value to win the second. The winner of the 
first prize, in the preceding year, shall preside and act as 
Captain, and the winner of the second prize, in the preceding 
year, as Lieutenant. The order of shooting shall be as 
follows : — Before dinner, 8 ends at 100 yards ; 8 ends at 80 ; 
and 8 ends again at 100 ; if the time will admit, not beginning 
a new end after a quarter-past three. After dinner, there 
shall be shot, first, the same number of ends at 60, as were 
shot beyond the number of 8 before dinner at 100; and, 
secondly, the same number at 80 ; and, thirdly, 8 ends at 60. 
If anything should occur to render this order inconvenient or 
impracticable, the Presiduig Officer of the day shall decide 
what the dioodng, after dinner, shall be. 
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XXVII. The Cninden Prize shall be shot for some day, 
preTious to the first target at 100 yards, .36 ends, and won by 
the greatest number of hits. The winner shall be called the 
Crunden Member^ and shall wear the Cmnden Bugle^ eyery 
target day, and on the King'si, and President's Prize days^ 
either at dinner, or in the field, at his option. The Cup> with 
the Crunden Medals, shall be considered aa in the custody of 
the Crunden Member, but shall remaiB at the haU, and shall 
not be used, except when called for by him. The name of 
the Crunden Member, with the number of hits he obtained, 
shall be inscribed on the cup, every suceessiTe year. 

XXVin. On the target and prize days, the Captain, or, in 
lus absence, the Lieutenant of the day ; in their absence, and 
on all other days, the Field Captain, or the senior Vice<* 
President, or some member of the Committee, shall preside 
at dinner. 

XXIX. If, on any of the target or prize days, there be two 
members or more present, at the time appointed for the 
commencement of the shooting, and shall not begin to shoot, 
the weather permitting, they shall severally forfeit two 
shillings and sixpence. 

XXX. Shooters shall rank as follows : — The President ; the 
Captain of Target; the Lieutenant of Target; the Field 
Captain; the Crunden Member; the Vice-Presidents, according 
to seniority; the Treasurer ; the Secreta,ry ; the Sub-Treasurer; 
other members, according to seniority. If, on the regular, or 
extra target days, there be any persons, members of a free 
society, or honorary members, they shall shoot immediately 
after the first pair of shooters, at the targets to which they 
belong. The three members first in order, shall respectively 
lead the three sets of butts, and shall have the choice thereof, 
according to their rank. Every other shooter shall follow in 
rotation, according to his rank ; or, if he shall come in, after the 
commencement of the target, shall join as he comes to shoot ; 
and every person shall shoot in th^ same order, until the 
member, who shall lead the- target, shall think fit to arrange 
his party, according to their ruik. 
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XXXI. If any member shall breaks damage, or lose, any of 
the property of the society, he shall pay for, or reinstate, ttxe 
same. 

XXXn. All penalties shall be called for by, and paid to, the 
Sub-Treasurer, or Presiding Officer of the day, for the use of 
the society ; and no member refusing to pay any penalty, or 
other payment, due to the society, shall be allowed to enjoy 
any of the priyileges of a member. 

XXXIII. Any member who shall exercise any game or 
pastime, except Archery, bring any dog on the grounds, or do 
anything on the premises, which may g^ye reasonable cause for 
complaint, or which may be in contrarenttioa of the corenants 
contained in the lease of the Archery Ground^ shall be liable 
to a penalty, to be fixed in accordance with Rule XIL 

XXXrV. No alteration shall be made in these rules, except 
at a general or special meeting, held for the purpose ; nor 
unless notice of the proposed alteration shall have been giren 
at a preyious meeting. 



{Edinburgh.) 




^TRANGE as it may appear to some persons, the Salisbury 
Archers are not to be found on the banks of ''the swift 
flowing Aron,*' but reMde in Edinburgh, and hare their 
shooting ground in East Prince's Street Gardens. The society 
was established in the year 1836, on very exclusive principles, 
by a few of the citizens, for their individual amusement; 
but, the number of applications for admission were so great, 
that it was found necessary to act in a more liberal manner, 
with regard to the admission of members, and, consequently, 
the club was re-modelled in 1840, and the present rules were 
formed. Many of the members are excellent shooters, and 
several of them were in the list of competitors for the priees at 
the Great Archery Meeting, held in York, kist year (1844). 
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NvMBEB or Mbm BEB8. — The number of memben is limited, 
by Role VI., to thirty-six, and last year there were abont 
thirty. 

CoBTiTME. — Green cloth cap with feather; green cloth 
snrtout; and black cloth trousers. 

Pbiebs. — The prizes, annually shot for, consist of a silyer 
arrow, a gold medal, and three sUver medals. There is also a 
silver medal shot for periodically, during each year, and, in 
addition, seyeral of the members are in the habit of occasionally 
giving small prizes to be contested for. 

Rules. — ^As stated above, the following Rules and Regulations 
of the Salisbury Archers (Edinburgh), were agreed to on 
the 5th of March, 1840 :— 

1 . — Comtitution, 

I. The club shall be designated ** The Salisbubt Abchebs' 
Club." 

II. The Office-bearers shall consist of a Captain, Adjutant, 
Treasurer, and Secretary, who shall also form the Standing 
and Garden Committees. 

III. The Office-bearers shall be annually elected by the 
members. 

IV. There shall be paid, by new members, the sum of one 
pound one shilling, as entry-money ; and each member shall 
pay an annual subscription of five shillings, at the first shooting 
of each season ; and his quota of the annual expenses, to be 
ascertained as after-mentioned. 

y. Five members shall form a quorum at all meeting^. 

yi. The number of members shall not exceed thirty-six. 

2. — Duties of Office-hearers. 
yil. The Captain shall preside at all meetings ; and, in his 
absence, the Adjutant. In the absence of both, the meeting 
shall choose its president, and the person presiding shall have 
a deliberative, and, in case of equality, a casting vote. 

yill. The Treasurer shall be collector and custodier of the 
funds, and his accounts shall be balanced on the Monday 
previous to the Annual General Meeting. 



IX. The Secretary shall keep a record of the whole 
proceedings of the club ; shall intimate the meetings to the 
members, and shall be, ee officio, Secretary to the Committee 
meetingSy and keep the minutes thereof. 

X. The Committee shall fix all meetings^ whether for 
business or shooting — shall fix the prizes to be shot for> and 
at what distances — shall meet on the Monday, preyious to the 
Annual General Meeting, to audit the Treasurer's accounts*^ 
shall strike the balance thereon, and report the same to the 
Annual General Meeting. 

S.— 5ftoo<tfl^«. 
.XI, Previous to all shootings, two Judges shall be appMBted, 
by the members present, out of their number, who shall fix the 
mode of counting, and number of ends to be shot, and decide 
in all matters regarding the shootings ; but, in case of difference 
between them, the minority of the members present shall 
decide. 

XII. At all shootings, the Judges shall shoot first, and the 
other members by pairs, to be fixed by one of the Judges 
receiving an arrow from each member, and placing them in 
two parallel lines ; the members, whose arrows are opposite, 
being the pair, the two first placed shooting after the Judges, 
and so on. Members shall stand to the left of the targpet ; 
shall shoot standing before the target, and the shooter on 
disdiarging the first arrow, diall go off to the right of the 
target, and pass behiDd it to the left. He shall be followed 
by his partner in the same manner, till they have discharged 
their arrows; and this shall be observed through the whole 
shooting, by all the members present. At every end of 
shooting, each member shall discharge three arrows, unless 
otherwise fixed by the Judges. 

XIII. No member shaU stand ia front of the target, except 
the shooter. 

XIV. A member,, not being prepareet to shoot in his turn, 
shall forfeit the privilege for Kfaat time, and shoot after the 
whole members shall have shot the etnA, 

XV. Every member shall have his name or initials oa h» 
arrows, and, failing soek marking, no arrow shaU' count* 
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4. — Prizeit. 

XVI. Gainers of prizes, (whether purchased from the funds 
of the club, or presented by indiyiduals, in shooting for other 
prizes,} shall be handicapped as follows :— iThe gainers of one 
prize, six ; the gainers of two prizes, twelve ; and the gainers 
of three or more prizes, eighteen. Such handicapping taking 
place during the currency of each season only. 

XYII. The Lammie Medal shall not handicap. 

6. — Special Meetings. 

m 

XVIII. A General Meeting of the club shall be held 
annually, on the last Thursday of October, when the Office- 
bearers shall be chosen, and the report on the Treasurer's 
accounts laid before the meeting ; and, in case of a deficiency 
of funds, the quota thereof, payable by the members, shall be 
declared. 

XIX. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the club, on 
receiving a requisition, signed by five members, stating the 
particular business for which such meeting is to be called, and 
no other business shall be transacted at such meeting, but that 
to which the requisition applies. 

6. — General Hegulations, 

XX. Persons wishing to become members, must be recom- 
mended by a member, and the application shall lie on the 
table for ten days ; and no applicant shall be admitted, except 
by a minority of, at least, two-thirds of the members present, 
at a meeting to be called at the end of that period ; and the 
admission shall be decided by ballot. 

XXI. On the admission of a member, the Secretary shall 
immediately intimate the same to the applicant, and the entry- 
money shall be forthwith paid to the Treasurer ; and failing 
luch payment, within one month from the date of the 
intimation made to him, the admission shall be null and void. 

XXII. A member who shall not be present at any of the 

meetings of the club, for a whole season, without reason 

assigned, or shall not have paid his contributions for the 

period, and shall fail to do so before the Annual General 

Meeting, shall, ipeofaeto^ cease to be a member of the club. 
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XXIII. No member in arrear shall be allowed to vote at the 
meetings^ or to shoot or practice. 

XXiy. These Rules and Reg^ations shall be in force aye 
and until the same shall be altered; but no alteration, addition, 
or new Rules and Regulations shall be made, except with -the 
consent of at least three-fourths of the members present^ at a 
Special Meeting to be called for that purpose. 

XXV. Each member shall be supplied with a printed copy 
of the Rules and Regulations. 



(Yorkshire,) 




'H^ Scorton Archers are one of the oldest Societies of 
Bowmen in England, having been established at Scorton, 
near Richmond, Yorkshire, to shoot for a silver arrow, on 
the 14th of May, 1673, from which period they have continued 
to practise the sports of old ''all under the greenwood tree/' 
It, however, differs vndely from any other society, for it is 
not confined to any particular town, nor does it ever limit the 
number of shooters at the annual meetings. The '' ancient 
arrow," (to which other prizes have since been added) is shot 
for annually, usually in the month of July or August, and the 
competition is open to every Archer in the United EJngdom, 
on the payment of a small subscription, to defray the expenses 
of the day. The exact date of the arrow is not known ; the 
only record concerning it being a parchment scroll, on which 
the articles are engrossed ; but it does not state how it came 
into existence — ^whether by subscription, or otherwise. It 
merely informs us that the silver arrow was won by 
H. Calverly, Esq., in 1673 ; after which time, it appears to 
hate been known only as '* the ancient silver arrow." Hence, 
it may fairly be inferred that the shooting for it was revived, 
when the rules were formed at that time. The arrowy as will 
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be seen from the roles^ was originally obliged to be shot for 
within siiB miles of Eriholme-upon-Tees; but the distance was 
afterwards extended to twenty miles. The Captain (the 
winner of the arrow) has the sole power of fixing the plaoe of 
meeting, for the ensuing year, and is compelled to adyertise 
the day fixed upon, in one or more newspapers. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — For the reasons above stated/ the 
number of shooters raries every year. 

Costume. — Every Archer, contending for the prizes, is 
expected to wear the uniform of the society to which he 
belongs. 

I^izES. — The prizes are, /r«f, "the ancient silver arrow," 
above described, which entities the winner to the Captaincy 
for the ensuing year. Second, a silver bugle, subscribed for at 
a meeting' held at Middleton-one-Row, in 1834, as a prize for 
the Lieutenant, which bears the following inscription : — ** The 
Archers assembled to shoot for the Ancient Silver Arrow, at 
Middleton-one-Row, on the 21st day of August, 1834, 
purchased by subscription, this Bugle, to be worn as a 
Transferable Prize, by the Lieutenant of the Target. It was, 
on that day, won by James Hunton, of the Richmond 
Archers." Third, a very handsome gold medal, more recently 
purchased by subscription, for the Captain of Numbers, and of 
which the annexed is an engraving. The design, which is 
exceedingly chaste, was furnished by Henry Peckitt, Esq., of 
Carlton Husthwaite, near Thirsk, Yorkshire, and has been 
highly approved of by all who have had the pleasure of 
inspecting the original. Peter Muir, Esq., of Edinburgh, 
kindly undertook to see the design properly executed, and, 
through his exertions, the medal is at once everything that 
could have been wished for. Fourth, a horn spoon, supposed 
to be contemporary, in age, with the silver arrow. In addition 
to these, there is, likewise, a subscription silver cup, which is 
annually subscribed <for by the Archers competing for the 
silver arrow. The usual subscription, for this purpose, is 
half-a-guinea. 

Rules.-:— The following are the "Articles, Rules, and 
Regpilations, agreed upon by the Society of Archers, at 
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Scorton^ Maj 14, 1673, for the regulatiiig of the annual 
ezerciae of shooting at the targets, for a silrer arrow." 

I. iMPltiMis. That erery person intending to ehoot at this, 
or other yearly game, for the future, shall deposit and pay 
into the hands of the Captain and Lieutenant of the Archers, 
or of some others deputed and appointed by them Stewards to 
the Company of Archers, for that year, the sum of five 
shillings, or what other smn shall, from time to time, be 
<K>noluded and agreed upon by the major part of the Archers ', 
the same to be done some oonrement time, before the general 
day of meeting, to shoot at the said targets, whereof notice to 
be publicly given, to the end, that plate, and sueh other 
prizes, as are hereafter mentioned, may be had and provided 
in due time. 

XL Item. — np<m the day appointed for the said exeroise, all 
persons concerned shall repair to the place, for the said 
purpose, (to be appointed by the Captain of the Archers, for 
that present year, which place shall always be within six 
miles of Eriholme-upon-Tees, in the county of York, unless 
otherwise resolved and agreed upon, by the greater number 
of the Society of Archers present, at the shooting down of the 
said targets,) by eight of the clock in the morning ; when and 
where a note in writing shall be taken of those intending to 
dioot, (the Captain and Lieutenant excepted), and lota or 
figures of their monbers shall be drawn by some indiffereixt 
person ; according to which figures they are to observe their 
several courses and orders in shooting for that time ; and if 
any come after the lots are dravm, they shall take their 
places, and shoot after the last figure, and aoeor^ng to Ihdr 
coming. 

III. Item. Two targets shall be then and there ready 
provided by the Captain and Lieutenant, (who hereby are ketd 
shall be exempted and freed from depositing toy sum or sums 
of money, so long as either of them sMiH continue in their 
respective offices), with four circles, aptly distinguished with 
colors ; whereof the innermost circle being g^ded or yeUow, 
shall be for the Captain^ prise ; and the next to thlii shaU be 
for the lieutenant's prize ^ igMl the third and fourth^ cht 
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o«termQ«t circmafef ences, shall be far Buch spoons^ or. other 
prizes of a greater and lesser value, according to the monies 
deposited, as they shaJl be ordered and proportioned by the 
Captain and Lieutenant, and three of the Conpaoy of Archers, 
then and there present. 

IV. Item. The said targets shall be set in some open and 
plain field, upon two straw basts or mats, breast-high from 
ihe ground, each beiag distant from the other, at least, eight 
score yards, at which distance three rounds shall be shot by 
all the company, with what manner of shaft (not exceeding 
two shafts) every one pleaseth. The Certain and Lieutenant 
beginning first, and then the rest two and two, in order, 
according to their several lots and numbers, till the said 
rounds be shot out at the first stand ; after which> they shall 
remove in ten yards, and there shoot other three rounds, in 
manner aforesaid ; and then remove in ten yards more, and 
shoot three rounds there ; and so forward, from stand to stand, 
or one removal to another, till all the prizes be gotten, or 
shot down ; provided that their said. approach to the targets 
be never nearer than sixty yards, at which distance they must 
stand to shoot them out, if not won before. 

V. Item. Such person, as in his due order and place, shall 
first pierce or break the Captain's prize, or any parts thereof, 
with his arrow, that is to say, so as his arrow, or any part 
thereof, shall be within the circle, dividing between red and 
gold, shall have the silver arrow from the rest, and shall be 
esteemed and adjudged Captain of the Archers, and shall have 
and enjoy aU privileges due and bf^nging to that office, 
during the year ensuing ; and, further, diall have twonl^ 
shillings of such monies as shall be deposited by the Company 
of Arches, at their next annual meeting, for shooting at the 
targets ; when he shall and must bring in the said silver 
arrow, to be shot for in manner and form aforesaid. The 
same to be done and performed yearly about Whitsuntide, to 
and by all the successive Captains. Also, he that in like 
manner pierceth the Lieutenant's prize or oirde, shall have 
such prize or piece of |4ate, as shall be allotted and appointed 
by the Captain and Lieutenant for that time. Likewise, ]» 
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that first pierceth either of the other ciroumferences, shaU 
have one spoon, (or such other prize as shall be appointed for 
the same circle, as aforesaid,) for erery arrow wherewith he 
shall pierce or break them, in case all the prizes belonging to 
them be not gotten before. Also, he that pierceth any of the 
inner circles, in manner aforesaid, whereout the prise or 
prizes were won before, shall have one of the best prizes 
remaining in the circle, next to that which he shall so hit, 
provided that the spoons, and such other prizes, as shall be 
designed for the said two outermost circles, shall be of two 
several rates and values ; and the better of them shall be 
allotted and appointed for the circle and circumference next 
to the lieutenant's. 

VI. Item. If any of the company shall presume to shoot at 
the targets, out of his due turn of standing, he shall lose his 
shot for that round, or, having shot before, in the next round 
following. And, if any be absent from the stand, to shoot in 
his turn, according to his figure, then the next figure, there 
present, shall shoot on, that no time may be lost, and shall 
have such prize as he shall then win. Nevertheless, such 
absent figure may, at his coming to the place of standing, 
have liberty to shoot during that round, if the Captain so 
please and appoint, either at the time of his coming, or at the 
end of the same round, provided that he come before the 
beginning of the next round. 

yil. Item. Forasmuch as the exercise of Archery is lawful, 
laudable, healthful, and innocent ; and to the end that God's 
holy name may not be dishonored by any of that society, it 
is agreed, and hereby declared, that if any one of them shall 
that day curse or swear, in the hearing of any of the company, 
and the same be proved before the Captain and Lieutenant, he 
shall forthwith pay down one shilling, and so proportionably 
for every oath ; to be distributed by the Captain, to the use 
of the poor of that place,, or township, where they shoot. 
And, in case of rdPusal, or neglect, to pay the same, then such 
party to be excluded from shooting any more, until payment 
is made, as aforesaid. 
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Vni.« and LASTLY. All the Company of Archers shall, 
on the day of shooting at the targets, as aforesaid, dine with 
the Captain and Lieutenant, at some ordinary, appointed for 
them, near the place of shooting ; and, if any of them shall 
refuse or neglect so to do, or not dining with them, shall pay 
one shilling, to the Captain, or Lieutenant, for his ordinary ; 
then, the party so offending, shall lose and forfeit the privilege 
of shooting in the round next following, after dinner. 

These Articles, Rules, and Reg^ulations, remained as 
above until 1823. On the 9th of August, in that year, an 
advertisement appeared in the York Herald, appointing the 
meeting to shoot for the silver arrow, to be held on the 27th 
of the same month ; and, also, stating that it was then 
intended to propose some alterations in the Articles and Rules 
of the Society. In consequence of this announcement, the 
following additions to the Rules were agreed to, by the 
members assembled : — 

The Practice of Archery having varied considerably, since 
the time of making the Articles, at Scorton, on the 14th 
of May, 1763, " for regulating the annual shooting at the 
targets, for the silver arrow," and it being highly 
desirable that it should alway, as much as possible, con- 
form to the Articles, — We, the undersigned Archers, met 
and assembled at Scorton, this 27th day of August, 1823, 
pursuant to advertisement, do, for the attainment of this 
desirable object, agree and resolve, that at this and 
every future Annual Meeting, for the SUver Arrow, the 
following alterations and additions to the Articles, be 
observed and kept, viz. : — 
I. That the sum or sums of money, mentioned in Article I., 
be paid into the hands of the Stewards, or, in default of their 
election, into the hands of the Captain, for the time being. 

IL That the distance of six miles from Eriholme, (to which 
all persons concerned are on this day appointed for the said 
annual exercise to repair), shall be extended to twenty miles, 
a])d the hour of eight to that of ten o'clock in the morning. 

III. That the Captain and Lieutenant be not limited, as in 
Article III., to the provision of two targets, but that they 
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shall haye then and there ready provided, two or more such 
targets, as are described in the said Article, according as 
they shall think necessary for the number of Archers intending 
to shoot. 

IV. That the said targets shall be set upon straw rests or 
mats, in such manner as is described in Article IV., but each 
distant from the other, (me hundred and two yards, at which 
distance all the company, with what manner of shafts every 
one pleaseth, (not exceeding two shafts) shall stand to shoot, 
and shall shoot in such ordar and manner, as is therein 
described, until all the prises ba gotten or shot down. 

V. Provided always, in explanation of Article V., that 
should there be two or mwe arrows in the Captain's prize, 
from the same end, the Archer who shot that nearest the 
centre, shall have the silver arrow from the rest, and shall be 
esteemed and adjudged Captain of the Archers, and shall 
have and enjoy all the privileges due and belonging to that 
office, subject to such regulations as are contained in that 
Article. And that this explanation diall extend to (and be 
observed with respect) the Lieutenant's, or any inferior prize. 

VI. That further alterations or additions, in conformity 
with the foregoing, may be, from time to time, made by the 
major part of the Archers, duly assembled at any annual 
shooting for the silver arrow, but that they shall not be 
altered or repealed, unless public notice by advertisement, of 
an intention to propose such alteration or repeal, be given at 
the same time, with the notice for such Annual Meeting. 

y IL Should any dispute arise, during the shooting, respecting 
the prizes, the same to be determined by a majority of the 
Archers present, at the said shooting. 

(Signed) 

GEORGE CROFT, Jun., Captain, 



WM. NEWBY. 
CHRIST. CROFT. 
ROBT. MEYNELL. 
CHRIST. FRYER. 
MATTHEW 3ELJ-. 



ISAAC FISHER. 
WM. KIRKBY. 
THOS. BOWMAN. 
WM. TUTIN. 
SIMON TUTII?. 
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{Lewes, Sussex,) 




^HE South Saxon Archery Society was formed by 
Viscount Gage, in the year 1827. The meetings are 
held in Coneysborough Park^ and are numerously and 
fashionably attended. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — ^Th^ present number of members 
is about seventy, all of whom are heads of families. All the 
members of a family, however, of the age of sixteen and 
upwards, are allowed to partake of the privileges of the 
society, and are entitled to compete for the prizes. 

Costume. — ^No particular costume is worn, either by the 
ladies or gentlemen. 

Pbizes. — See Rules IX and X. 

Rules. — The Rules and Regulations of the South Saxon 
Archers are very short, and are as follow : — 

I. That there be four meetings in the year, the first to be 
held early in July. Should the day prove decidedly wet, that 
the meeting be held on the following day. 

II. That all persons, wishing to become members, be 
proposed and seconded by members, at one meeting, and 
balloted for at the subsequent; and that two black balls 
exclude. 

III. That the annual subscriptions be one pound ten 
shillings, for a single man, or, for a man and his wife ; and 
one pound fifteen shillings, for a man and his wife and their 
family. Entrance, one pound ; and that all subscriptions be 
paid into the Lewes bank, by the first of June, in each 
year. 

IV. That each individual of a member's family, of the age 
of sixteen years and upwards, be admitted to shoot. 

V. That a Committee be annually appointed, consisting of 
the Secretaries and five other members, by a General 
Meeting, to be held previous to the first shooting day. 
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VI. That no person be allowed to attend, unless introduced 
by a member $ and that no member be allowed to introduce 
any person, permanently resident within ten miles of Lewes. 

VII. That a Lady Patroness be elected annually, by the 
Committee, who will be requested to choose the prizes, and 
to appoint a Deputy, to act for her, in case of her absence. 

Vm. That the shooting commence, punctually, at one 
o'clock ; and that the Lady Patroness decide, at dinner time, 
the hour at which the shooting for the prizes shall cease. 

IX. That there be four small prizes, at each of the three 
first meetings ; two for the best of numbers, one for ladies, 
and one for gentlemen ; and two for the best gold, one for 
ladies, and one for gentlemen. 

X. That, at the last meeting, there be two grand prizes, for 
ihe best of numbers, one for ladies, and one for gentlemen ; 
and two smaller prizes, for the second-best of numbers, one for 
ladies, and one for gentlemen ; and two prizes for the best 
gold, one for ladies, and one for gentlemen. 

XI. That no person be allowed to receiTC more than one 
of the above prizes, on the same day. 

XII. That the winner of a smaU prize be excluded a ring 
for the other small prizes of the year ; and, if a second time 
a winner, to be excluded two rings. 

XIII. That the winner of two prizes for numbers, in one 
year, be excluded one ring, in the following year, at the three 
first meetings. 

XIV. That the winner of a grand prize, on the last day, be 
ex^uded two rings ; and the winner of a smaller prize of 
numbers, on the same day, be excluded one ring, on the last 
day of the ensuing year. 

XV. That two prizes be given to yisiters, at each meeting, 
for the best of numbers, one for ladies, and one for gentlemen. 
No prize to be claimed, unless there be three ladies or three 
gentlemen competitors. 

XVI. That the dinner hour be half-past three o'clock, and 
that all persons attending the meetings, after dinner, do pay 
one shilling each for tea. 
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XVII. That three arrows be shot in each end ; an arrow 
dividnig a circle to count in faror of the shooter. 

XVIII. That the Target Keepers be appointed by the 
Committee. 

XIX. That a list of members, and the ndes, be printed, and 
sent to each member of the society. 

XX. That all members, desirous oi withdrawing from the 
society, do signify the same to the Secretaries, and that they 
be considered members till such notice be giyen. 
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^VMONGST the varied recreations which are to be found 
^^^ in all our great seats of learning, perhaps there is none 
which is calculated to proTO so conducive to the health of the 
student as the practice of Archery. At Oxford, the amuse- 
ment appears to be much in vogue $ and, if Cambridge, in 
this respect, was to ''go and do likewise," its members would, 
undoubtedly, be found to profit by the exercise. Like the 
New College Archers' Society, described at page 180, the 
St. John's College Club is composed entirely of members of 
that college ; and, as will be seen from the rules, whenever 
an aetwU member has passed the examinations for his degree, 
he becomes an hdnorary member, and enjoys the privilege of 
exemption from all fines, &c: The St. John's College Archers 
have an annual' match with the New College Ardiers, as 
stated at page 180, and, on these occasions, do not sc<H*e the 
outermost or green circle, but the gold is accounted tea, the 
red, eight, &c. This system, however, is not adopted by their 
opponents^ who use the other mode of scoring, 

NuMBEK OF MaMBEBS.'-^Tbe present nmnber ef aetiMi2 
members is fourteen ; and, of honorary m^nbers, fort^. 
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CosTi7ME< — ^The eostnmey in addition to the usual accoiitre- 
ments of an Archer, consists of a green coat, fonlf waistcoat, 
and white trousers, along with which Ihe academical cap is 
nsoaUjr wcm. The cUih button is Mtbossed with a twgle 
horn, haying two airo^ placed erpararise, and the lettero 
Sbt 3f. a..below. 

RcTLxs. — Annexed is a eerrect jOOf^ of the Rules aad 
Regulations of the St. John's College Archers Soicety. 

X. TM. thd dub he caSM the ^^t* John j» Archery Onb/' 

ZI. That the $hd) consist oalj ef xaeabers of that college. 

IH. Hiat the dub be limited in number Ao twenty-four 
actual members. 

IV. That members be elected by bidttot ; and that one black 
iM i» thr<ee c»o3h4c a cai^^UfilatA, 

V. Thai the fibtBanea flobscifptiaa he haU^gniAca. 

VI. That thctre be « meeting of th9 dub OA eywjr TVedfwsi^y, 
at two o'clock^ and that no member leare 4urv)g the 
transaction of business. 

VII. That no members can be elected, unless proposed at a 
previous meeting ; and that all elections take place at the 
weekly veetings. 

VIII. That ne ene can be elected a member, during his first 
term of residence. 

1X» That fto eaodidato he propeeed hmto than nnce, in the 
same term. 

J^ That all m^mb^rs, im passing thf j^ifjamnsM^fm fpr t^eir 
4p^ir99», mnk as honorj^ m^mhars. 

XI. That honorary members be exempt from fines, OLcept 
jnt th^ oase ol Bul9 XVUX, 

XII. That aU members jof the colUige^ who have wUh^w^ 
their names, be re-balloted for, if again proposed. 

XIII. That every member of the club appear at all meetings, 
ordinary or extraordinary, in the club dress. 

XIV. Tliat eyery member appear at practise in the club 
dress, under penalty of a fine. 
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XV. That erery Wednesday be a club day ; and every 
member neglecting to shoot one hour on that day^ between 
the hours of twelve and eight, be fined by the Secretary. 

XVL That every member on the ground be equipped with 
a bow, sheaf of arrows, a black belt, with tassel, and grease 
box, a guard, and finger-stalls. 

XVII. That any member, shooting without the above- 
mentioned accoutrements, be fined one shilling for each article 
wanting. 

XVni. That no member of the college, who does not belong 
to the club, be allowed to shoot on the club ground, under a 
penalty of five shillings, inflicted on the member introducing 
him. 

XIX. That no betting be allowed on the club ground. 

XX. That all fines be paid to the Secretary, on the next 
Wednesday, under a penalty of ten shillings additional. 

XXI. That the Secretary be elected by the club. 

XXII. That the Secretary have a casting vote. 

XXIII. That the Secretary have power to choose a Com- 
mittee when necessary. 

XXrV. That the Secretary have power to call an extra-> 
ordinary meeting, of which due notice must be given to the 
members of the club. 

XXV. That all members, not attending such meeting, be 
fined by the Secretary. 

XXVI. That all motions be submitted to the Secretary, at 
a previous meeting to that on which they are brought 
forward. 

XXVII. That the Secretary submit the accounts of the club 
to the members, on the last meeting, during the season. 

XXVIII. That the first Wednesday in Easter Term be 
considered as the regular day of assembly of the St. John's 
Archery Club ; and, in the absence of the Secretary^ the 
senior member preside. 
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(OUtsgoto,) 



#N the 28th of April, 1838, the St. Mongo Archery Club wa6 
instituted in Glasgow. They practice the noble game of 
Archery in the Old Royal Botanic Garden, and the distance 
usually shot is 100 yards. The targets are made of stout 
^wooden hoops, covered with strong canyass, and stu£fed with 
cotton wadding, so that when an arrow strikes, a loud noise is 
made, which attracts the attention of the shooter. Butt 
shooting is also practised at a distance of thirty yards. Some 
of the members of this society are excellent marksmen. One 
of them has been known to put eight consecutive arrows into 
the target, at 100 yards, and the position which they occupied 
at the Great Meeting at York, in 1844, was highly honorable 
to them, another of the members having won the prize which 
was offered for the most central hit at 100 yards. 

NuMBEB 07 Members. — The sixth rule limits the number 
of members to fifty, but the present number is about 
thirty. 

Costume. — Dark green cloth surtout ; black trousers ; belt, 
tassel, and grease box ; octagon shaped military cap, with gold 
band, oak leaf pattern, with a circle of gold round the button 
on the top, and having the scoop also edged with gold lace. 
In addition to the uniform, the Captain is distinguished by a 
gold arrow on each side of the collar of his coat, and a dress 
sword. The Lieutenant is also distinguished by a gold arrow 
on the right side of his coat. 

Pbizes. — The prizes are various, but their extent and value 
will be best understood by referring to the subjoined prize 
list, for the present season (1845). The whole, with the 
exception of a silver arrow, and three silver medals given by 
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the cliib^ are offered, for competitioDy bj members of the 
society. 



PBIZES 


. 






CONDITIOHS. 


Set of Arrows ... 


••. 






Taigets. 


Six Arrows 


... 






Targets. 


SilTer Medal ... 


... 






Targeta. 


X^OW^ AAf ••• «■• 


... 


• «. ' 




Targete. 


Set of Arrows... 


t.i 






Butts. 


Silver Medal ... 


... 






CTargets* 
Butte. 


Slhref Arrow ... 


... 






Targete. 


Set of Arrows «.. 


••« 




». . 




xfow ••. •». ... 


... 




... 


Targete. 


Set of Arrows 


... 






Targete. 


Bet of Arrows 


••• 






Targete* 


JSow ••« 4*. •«• 


... 






(Butte. 
(Targete. 


Silver Medal ».. 


... 






Targete. 


AOW ... ••. ... 


•»• 






(Most Arrows in Target. 
(Nearest Centre Shot. 


GlOTG 


... 




SUver Medal ... 


kk. 






Butta. 


Robin Hood Silver Baffle 




Targete. 


Set of Arrows 


• «. 






Tar^te, most Black and t^te 


Set of Arrows 


... 






Butte. 


Backgammon Board 






(Targete, most Red and Gold 


Six Arrows ... 


... 






Targets. 


Set of Arrows 


••* 






Butte.' 


Silver Medal ... 


• *. 






Targete. 


Six Arrows ... 


• «* 






Targete. 


Silver Medal ... 


• «. 






Targete. 


Set of Arrows 


... 






(First three consecutive Papers 

, at Butte. 


Wooden Spoon 


• •* 






(Lowest average Count during 
( the Season, at Targete. 



ftiTLES. — Subjoined is a copy of the Rules and Regulations 
of the fit Mun^ Archery Society. 

1. — C<m8titwtion. 

I. The club shall be desi^^naited the ^ Saist Munqo Abchbby 
Club." 

II. The Office-bearers shall consist of a Captain^ Adjutant, 
TVeasnrer^ a&d Secretary, (tiie latter two offices may be held 
by one person) along mth four other members of the club, 
diall act as a Committee. Four of their number^ present at 
any Committ^ meetifi|^y diaH f omi tk quorwn. 






m. The Ot&ee^bMiwft ihdl b# aaaittlly elected hy the 
members* 

IV. There shall be paid by new members, the sum of ten 
shiQings, as entry-money ; and each member shaH pay an 
annual subscription of one guinea, at the first shooting of each 
[Season ; and his quota of the annual expenses to be ascertained, 
Iks after-mentioned. 

Y. Seven of the members shall form a quorumj at all 
general meetings. 

YI. The number of members shall not exceed fifty. 

2^^Dutie8 of Ofict-hearers, 

YIT. The Captain shall preside at all meetings, and, in his 
absence, the Adjutant. In the absenoe of both, the meeting 
flbaB ohooee its President ; and the person pre^ding, shall 
haye a deliberatiye, and, in case of equality, a casting rote. 

YUL The Treasurer and Secretary, shall be eoUector and 
custodier of the ftmds, and his accounts shall be balanced oa 
the Monday, previous to the Annual General Meeting ; and he 
shall also keep a record of the whole proceedings of the club ; 
shall intimate the meetings to the members; and shall be, 
eX'Offido, Secretary to the Committee meetings, and keep 
the minutes thereof. 

IX. Th« Committee shall fix all meetings, whether for 
busiAess or shoot&ig \ shall fix the prises to be sboi f(Nr, aid 
at what distaaeet ; shall meet on the Monday, prenovs to the 
Annual Oeneral MeetSng, to audit the Treasurer's aceounts | 
shall strike the .balanoe thereen, and report the eame to the 
Annual General Meeting. 

8. — SKootinp$, 

X. Preyioua to all shootings, the Captain and Adjutant 
shall act as Judges ; in the absence of both, or either, one, or 
two other members, as the case may be, shall be appointed to 
act in their room, who shall fix the mode of counting, and 
number cf ends to be shot, and decide in all matten regarding 
the dbootings $ bni in case of difference between them, the 
majority of aendiers present shall decide. 
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XL At all shootings, the Judges shall shoot first, and the 
other members by pairs, to be fixed by one of the judges, 
reoelTing an arrow from each member, and placing them in 
two parallel lines. The members^ whose arrows are oppente, 
being the pair. The two, first placed, shooting after the 
Judges ; and so on. Members shall stand to the left of the 
target; shall shoot standing before the target; and the 
shooter, on discharging the first arrow, shall go off to the 
right of the target, and pass behind it to the left. He shall 
be followed by his partner in the same manner, till they have 
discharged their arrows ; and this shall be observed through 
the whole shooting, by all the members present. At every 
end of shooting, each member shall discharge three arrows, 
unless otherwise fixed by the Judges. 

XII. No member shall stand in front of the target, except 
the shooter. 

Xm. A member, not being prepared to shoot in his turn, 
shall forfeit the privilege for that time, and shoot after the 
whole members shaU have shot the end. 

XIV. Every member shall have his name or initials on his 
arrows, and, failing such marking, no arrow shall count. 

4. — Special Meetings. 

XV. A General Meeting of the club shall be held on the 
last Tuesday of March, when the Office-bearers shall be 
chosen, and the report on the Treasurer's accounts laid before 
the meeting ; and, in case of a deficiency of funds, the quota 
thereof payable by the members, shall be declared. 

XVI. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the club, on 
receiving a requidtion, signed by seven members, stating the 
particular business for which such meeting is to be called, and 
no other business shall be transacted at such meeting, but that 
to which the requisition applies. 

5. — Chnerai Reffulations. 

' XVn. Persons> wishing to become members, must be 
recommended by a member, and the application shall lie on 
the table for eight days ; and no applicant shall be admitted. 
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except by a minority oi, at least, two-thirds of tiie members 
present ; a meeting to be called at the end of that period^ and 
the admission shall be decided by ballot. 

Xyill. On the admission of a member, the Secretary shall 
immediately intimate the same to the applicant, and the entry- 
money shall be forthwith paid to the Treasmrer ; and, failing 
saoh payment, within one month from the date of the intimation 
made to him, the admission shall be nuU and yoid. 

XIX. A member, who shall not be present at any of the 
meetings of the club, for a whole season, without reason 
assigned, or shall not haye pud his contributions for the 
period, and shall fail to do so, before the Annual General 
Meeting, shall, ipso facto, cease to be a member of the club. 

XX. No member, in arrear, shall be allowed to vote at the 
meetings, or to shoot, or practise. 

XXI. These Rules and Regulations shall be in force, aye 
and until the same shall be altered; but no alteration, addition, 
or new Rules and Regulations shall be made, except with the 
consent of, at least, three-fourths of the members present, at 
a special meeting, to be called for that purpose. 

XXII. Each member shall be supplied with a printed copy 
of the Rules and Regulations. 



®t)it0k f^ovtumn. 

{Think, Yorkshire,) 



jROSPEROUS as many of the Societies of Archers may 
be in ''this great county," few can vie with the Thirsk 
Bowmen, who were established in the year 1824, and who 
have, ever since, continued to increase and prosper. Many of 
the members are very superior shooters, and occupied a 
distinguished position, at the Great National Archery Meeting, 




\ ' .1 . as 




held at YorJi^ tn l$i/i,j9ur of ike pnacipai prizes baring been 
W0& by them. Henry Peddtt, Esq.^ of Carlton Hustbwaite^ and 
the Rey. J. Higginson, of Thormaiiby^ hare been frequently 
known to put ten successive arrows in the targe^ at a 
distance of 100 yards; and« during the season of 1844^ the 
former gentleman repeatedly put two arrows into the gold^ at 
the same end. T. Swarbreck, £sq.« also once accomplished 
the same feat. They are honorary members of the '^ Fraternity 
of St. George, London," and of the " Archers of the White 
Rose, Tork.^ J. Bell, Esq., M.P., is the President of the 
Thirsk Bowmen. 

NuMBBB OF MBXBEB8.-^Between twenty end thirty^ but 
the writer .is uncertain whether the honorary members jure 
included in this number. 

Costume. — ^Dark green single-breasted frock coat, with 
loose balloon yelvet cap, of the same color, and white trousers. 
It is, howerer, not compulsory on members to wear the 
^sostvme. 

Pbizes.— -The prizes will be found mentioned in Rule 

xxm. 

Rules. — On the 24th of April, 1845, a meeting of the 
society was held, when the following amended Rules and 
Regulations were agreed to. 

I. The Society shall be denominated ''The Thirsk 
BowMEw,^ and shall consist of a President and Vice-President, 
and of Practising Honorary, and Honorary Free Members. 

II. Gentlemen wishog to becondi^ meiolbeis of the society, 
shall be proposed by one member, and seconded by another, in 
writing, at one of the monthly meetings of the Committee, 
hereinafter-mentioned, and balloted for at the next ;. and, in 
the meantime, the Secretary shall acquaint all the practising 
membeni, with the name of the genHenan proposed, ao4 lef 
his proposer and ^eoonder. 

HI. At flmdi 1^a2!ot, «¥ery m e mb e r i^aU, Sf possible, be 
presenty when 'fte eleetien at the gentleman proposed shall 
be decided by « nujority of Totee. Should any member be 
imaTeidably absent, he fihall be at Kberty to vote by proacy. 
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ly. Each member sliall pay^ on admission, in addition to his 
annual subscription, ten shillings and sixpence. The annual 
tobscription of each practising member shall be one guinea, 
and ot each honorary member ten shillinge and sb^pence. 
Honorary fi:ee members are exempt ttom payments. Any 
gendeman failing to pay his admissibtf fee and subsctiption, 
within two months after his electit>il, such election shall be 
considered void, and the proposer and seconder shall be liable 
to the admi^on fee ; but, gentlemen elected dunUg th\e last 
Bioiith of the season, shall not be teqpited to pay a sui>scriptioii 
for that season. 

v. Honorary, and honorary free member^ shafi enjoy idl the 
privileges of the sodety, end be entitled to droot on all target 
days, but eannot' oa^* any priae of the' society, ta which an 
office is attached; 

VI. The annuid subscription shall' be due and payable on the 
first dkf of May in each year. 

Vn. The proceedings of the society shall be regulated by a 
Committee^ who shall' meet on the firrt Tuesday in every 
m<mth,' to consist of the Captain and Lieutenant of the year, 
the Captain of the Target, and the Master of the Green, who 
shall attain their offices as herMnafter-mentioned, the 
Treasurer and Secretary, and three other members of the 
society, who shall be elected annually, at the Grand Annual 
Meeting, three of whom shall form a quorum. 

yni. Five members shall form a quorum, at all general 
meetings. 

IX. The season, for practise, shall commence on the first 
Tuesday in May yearly, and terminate on the last Tuesday in 
September. 

X. There shall be two weekly meetings, for practise, during 
the season, viz.: — Tuesdays and Fridays, the' dhooting to' 
commence at five o'clock each evening. 

XI. On each Tuesday evening, nine dozen arrows shall b*e 
shot, for the purpose of deciding the Captaincy of the Week ; 
four dozen' arrows at KXX yards ; three dozen arrows at 80 
yai^ds ; tiro dozen tfrrows at ©0 yardsr. The itfe&b^r ifhofAsCd 
attain the highest score in value shall obtain the silvei^ m€M^ 
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and be declared Captain of the Target for the foUewing 
week. 

« 

XII. In shooting for the medal and Captaincy of the Target^ 
those who have preyiouslj^ during the season^ won the same, 
shall be handicapped as follows, viz. : — those who have won it 
once, 4; twice, 8; three times, 16; four times, 32; such 
numbers to be deducted from the score, in determining the 
said Captaincy. 

XIII. On every Tuesday evening, when the Captaincy is 
contended for, every practising member shall be present, 
under a fine of dxpence; or, being present, without his 
accoutrements, shall be fined one shilling. 

XIV. To prevent disputes, all articles of shooting apparatus 
must bear the distinguishing mark or initials of the owner. No 
arrow that is unmarked shaU be allowed to count. 

XV. As a general rule, it is to be understood, that all 
Archers, previously to shooting, shall stand on the left and 
behind the target. The Archer shooting shall advance, not 
exceeding a bow's length, in front of the target, and, after 
shooting his arrows, shall retire to the right and behind the 
target, until all have shot. At every end of shooting, each 
Archer shall discharge three arrows in succession. 

XVI. If an arrow break the line of two colors, it shall score 
in that of the higher value. If any dispute arise as to whether 
an arrow touch the higher color, it shall be decided by the 
Captain of the Target for the time being, or, in his absence,, 
by the majority of Archers shooting at that target, exclusive 
of the owner of the arrow. 

XVII. Any practising member, who shall not be present at 
any of the meetings of the society, during the year, without 
reason assigned, or shall not have paid his contributions or 
fines for that period, and shall, upon notice being sent to him, 
fail to do so, before the Grand Annual Meeting, shall, ipso 
facto, cease to be a member of the society. 

XVIII. No member shall be allowed to vote at meeting^, 
or. to shoot, while in arrear, if declared to be so by .the 
Secretary. 
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XIX. In any qnestion of precedency, the following shall he 
the order: — The President; the Vice-President; the Captain 
of the year ; Lieutenant of the year ; Captain of the Target ; 
the Master of the Green ; the Treasurer ; the Secretary ; and 
the other members, according to seniority. 

XX. And, whereas it is the sign of an ill mind, to use 
offensive language, and accords not with such an honest 
pastime, the Captain of the Target shall, on all occasions 
admonish the offender ; but, if any member should, during the 
shooting, curse or swear, he shall forthwith be made to pay a 
fine of sixpence ; and so proportionate for every oath. 

XXI. And, as the exercise is to promote a manly amuse- 
ment, and not for the purposes of gambling, all sums of money 
shot for, or wagers won, shall be forfeited to the funds of the 
society ; except sweepstakes, not exceeding five shillings each, 
which must, previously to the shooting, be entered by the 
Secretary, in a book for that purpose. 

XXII. It shall be the duty of the officer presiding, to notice 
any irregularity not provided for by the Rules ; and, in case 
of dispute, the Committee shaU then take cognizance of the 
matter, and make such orders as they shall think proper. 

XXIII. The Grand Annual Meeting shall be on such day, in 
September, as the Committee shall appoint, when the silver 
bugle, the silver arrow and belt, and the wooden spoon, shall 
be shot for ; on which occasion the targets shall be pitched at 
102 yards. The number of arrows to decide the prizes, shall 
be twelve dozen. The member who shall score the highest 
shall obtain the silver bugle, and be declared Captain of the 
year ; the member who shall make the most central hit, shall 
obtain the silver arrow and belt, and be declared Lieutenant 
of the year ; and the member who shall score the lowest, shall 
obtain the wooden spoon, and be declared Master of the 
.Green. The Committee vnll decide at what hour the shooting 
shall cease, to determine any other prizes. 

XXIV. No member shall, on any occasion, take more than 
one of the above prizes ; but if, by his achievement, he shall 



kk2 



iVaBSBPOBS 



268 



ANECDOTES OF 43CHERT. 



QOfBfUia^ jtwo or jqor^^ h^ ffM \fe at Ulier^y to n^e bis 
sejoct^on. 

XXV. After eadi Grand Anniud Meeting, a ailYer fiids shall 
be added to the chain of the silver bugle, at the expense of the 
society, on which shall be inscribed the name of the winner; 
the number of arroirs shot (the weather may pceyent the 
whole twelve dozen being accomplished) ; tihe ni;imber of hits ; 
the score ; and tl^ year (date). 

XXyi. Any member who shall damage any of the property 
of the society, shall make good the same, at his own cost. 

XXVIJ. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the society, 
on receiving a requisition, signed by three or more in/embec9, 
stating the particular business for which such meeting is to be 
called; and no other business sht^ be transacted at sndl^ 
meetings but that to which the requisition refers, nnless more 
than two-thirds of the members be present. 

XXVIII. All admission fees, subscriptions, and fines, shall 
be paid to the Treasurer, and placed, by him, to the account of 
the society ; his accounts shall be audited by the Committee, 
on the first Tuesday in October, and,if tiiere be any deficiency 
in the funds> t)ie same shall be made up in equ^ proportions, 
by the practisi]^ members. 

XXIX. The freedom of the society may be granted to any 
gendemen, individually, whether in the neighbourhood or 
otherwise, or to any society, not having a place of meeting 
within twenty miles^ but the admission can only take place at 
the Grand Annual Meeting. 

XXX. At any fiiture meeting to shoot for (he '* Ancient 
Yorkshire Arrow,*' in ease the same be won by a member of 
this society, the expenses wldch. shall fall upon him, as Captain, 
shall be defrayed out of the funds of the society. 

XXXI. Every member shall be supplied with a printed copy 
of these Rules and Regulations. 



{Oraveteud, Xomfon.) 




[H£ Toxophilite Society of West Ke^t 19 fine of recent 
formation^ baying oply beep es^b^ed in July^ Ugt 
year (1844). Tbe practisiBg ground of the society 10 jji 
^osherville Gardens, Northfleet, Kent> which are yery 
beautiful, being completely sheltered from the wind, and 
perfectly leyel. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The society is lindted to forty 
members ; but, at .present, contains about diirty. 

Costume and Pbiees. — Unknown. 

RuLSfl. — ^Tlie Rides and Regulations of the Tozophilites of 
West Kent, are as annexed : — 

1. — ManoffemerU and Meetinffs, 

I. That the proceedings of the society be regulated by a 
Committee, to consist of the Captains and Lieutenants of the 
year, a Treasurer and Secretary^ (in one person) and six 
other members, three to be a quorum. The Treasurer and 
Secretary, and members of Committee, shall be annually 
elected at a general meeting, to be conyened by the Secretary, 
for that pui^x)se, in the m<mth of July. 

il. Tliat if the office of Treasurer and Secreta^^ or membor 
of the Coamiittee, shall beeome yaofuot, the same shall be filled 
up at tiie first meeting of the members, after such yfuumoy 
occurs. 

II). That the ae^LSsm of ^e so<4ety ^1^1 commence on |he 
third Thursday la March^ and end on the third Thursday ui 
Qetober, eac|i of such days beipg a grand field-day. 

IV. That the third Thursday in eyery month, during the 
season, be a field-day. The member wl^o paarks the highest 
score in numbers upon such field-day* shall be Cfiptt^in $ and 
the next highest. Lieutenant; and be the PresidcQt and 
Vice-President of the society, until the following monthly 
field-day. 
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y. That the annual meeting of the society shall be held on 
the Third Thursday in July ; notice of which shaU be sent to 
every member^ by the Secretary. 

VL That the hoar of meeting on all field-days be^ daring 
the months of March, April, September, and October, one 
o'clock ; and daring the months of May, Jane, July, and 
Aogost, two o'clock ; and that the shooting commence at the 
ex|nration of half-an-hoor from sach time of meeting. 

VIL That an account be kept of all money receired and 
expended for the society, by the Treasurer ; and that no 
account shall be passed, except by Toucher. 

VIII. That upon a requi^tion, signed by Uie Captain and 
lieutenant, or fire members, the Secretary shall convene a 
general meeting, by giving to each member three clear days' 
notice, and specifying the object thereof. 

IX. That the proceedings on field-days, and all other 
meetings, be fairly entered in a book, by the Secretary ; and 
read for confirmation, or exception, on the following field-day, 
or general meeting, of the society. The Treasurer's accounts 
shall be audited by the Committee, previous to the annual 
election. 

X. That the Captain, lieutenant, and each member, do 
attend on all field-days, or send previous notice, in writing, to 
the Secretary, of his inability so to do. Every member vnll 
be considered absent, who, (not having sent such notice) does 
not appear on the ground within half-an-hour after the time 
mentioned in the sixth rule. 

XI. That in the event of the absence of the Captain and 
Lieutenant, or either of them, the office or offices be filled by 
the members present, according to their score on the last 
field-day. 

XII. That the Captain's and Lieutenant's insignia be 
produced on all field-days. 

XIII. That if any member shall break, damage, or lose, any 
of the property of the society, he shall pay for, or reinstate, 
the same. 
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XrV. That if any member offend against any rule or 
regulation of the society^ he shall be subject to such fine as 
the majority of members then present shall affix (not exceeding 
half-a-guinea). Any member disturbing the harmony of the 
society^ shall be admonished by the President ; and, if he 
persist in such irregular conduct, shall be liable to expulsion ; 
but no member shall be expelled, without notice of the charge 
preferred against him, and the time appointed for its 
consideration. 

2. — Admission of Members. 

XV. That the nomination of candidates for admission into 
the society, be made in writing, and signed by two or more 
members, in the following form : — 

" We nominate (A. B., of ) as a Candidate for 

admission into the Society of the Toxophilites of West Kent. 
Dated the day of 

C. D. 
E. F." 

And that such nomination be sent to the Secretary ten days 

previous to the next monthly field-day, who shall give notice 

thereof to the other members ; and that the candidate, so 

nominated, be eligible to be balloted for as a member, on the 

field-day next after the sending of such nomination, as 

aforesaid ; and on such ballot being taken, (at which one of 

the nominating members must be present) two negatives 

shall exclude. 

XVI. That each gentleman, on being elected, shall pay an 
entrance fee of half-a-guinea, and an annual subscription of 
two guineas in advance ; but any gentleman, residing upwards 
of ten miles from the Rosherville Gardens, and being, also, a 
subscribing member to some other Society of Archers, shall 
pay an entrance fee of half-a-g^nea, and an annual 
subscription of one guinea, only, in advance. Any gentleman, 
failing to pay his entrance and subscription money, within 
two calendar months after his election, such election to be 
considered null and void, and the Nominees shall be liable for 
the entrance fee. The annual subscription shall be due and 
payable on the third Thursday in July, in every year. 



XVII. That no person, engaged in the trade of Bowyer or 
Fletcher, shall be admitted a member of this society, or be 
idlowed to fifttoot upon the ground. 

XVIII. That Member^ be allowed to introduce visiters, but 
no visiter be permitted to shoot more than thrice in one season. 

XIX. That none but members b6 allowed to shoot for 
prizes famished out of the fiinds of th^ society. 

XX. That no member be permitted to shoOt for prfzes, 
unless he has paid up his subscription/ and aSL fines due from 
him to the society. 

XXi. Thatt on all field-days of tiie society, and on all oth^ 
days, when any match is being shot otf betweeii any two o¥ 
more M^mb^rs^ of the society, every pe^onf shoot&ig, ivhetKer 
in the match or not, shafl advanice from Ifie Idfli 6f the target 
to shoot, and, after shooting thr^ee arrows, dhsOl retire to the 
right, and! shall not again advance until every person shooting 
has delivered his three arrows. 

XXn. That when an arrow breaks the line of two colors, 
the hit shall count in the one of ledser value ;. and if an arrow 
falls from the string, and the Archer cannot touch it with his 
bow, it must be counted a shot. 

XXIII. That a record be kept of every member's arrow- 
mark; and no member be permitted to shoot, without his 
recorded arrow-mark. Or use the mark of another member, 
unless he has the permission of the chief officer present. 

XXrV. That no Archer shoot more thaii three arrows at an 
6ild, 6r out of his turn, or crosis atn Archer while he is shooting ; 
and that the~ orde^ of shooting shall consist of lihe following 
il'ounds ibid distances, namely : — ^fihree dozen arrows at one 
hundred yards'; three dozen arrows at eighty yards ; and three 
dozen arrows at sixty yards; and that suc£ roundjs ahd* 
^stances i^all be continued to be shot in succession, unless a 
deviation therefrom is unanimously agreed upoh by all the 
members present. 

XXV. That no gentleman Be allowed to use a member's 
bow, or any of his accoutrements, without tiie owner's 
permission. 



4. — AiUration of Rules, 

XXVI. That no mle or regulation of the society shall be 
rescinded or altered, nor any new mle established, without 
notice, in writing, at a monthly or general meeting ^ and that 
such notice be inserted in the summons, to be issued for the 
next monthly or general meeting, when the same may be 
considered. 



Faie of ittowbrag Qlrcl)er0* 

{BedaU.) 



#N the 23rd of September, in the year 1835, the Vale of 
Mowbray Archers were established, by a number of 
gentlemen, principally resident in the North Riding of the 
County of York. The meetings are held at the different 
members' seats, when the refreshments are all furnished in the 
pic nic style, and the lady and gentleman, at whose house the 
meeting is held, are always chosen Lady Patroness and 
President. The Vale of Mowbray Archers are honorary 
members of the Society of the Archers of the White Rose, 
York, and seyeral were among the competitors at the Great 
National Archery Meeting, held at York, in 1844. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The present number of members is 
seventy-five. 

Costume. — The members of this society do not wear any 
particular costume. 

Pbizeb — There are two prizes for gentlemen, and two for 
ladies, and a strangers* prize. The lady or gentleman who 
obtains the greatest score, receives the first prize ; and the 
second prize is awarded to the lady or gentleman who gains the 
greatest number of hits. The prizes are always distributed 
by the Lady Patroness. 
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Rules. — The following is a correct copy of the Rules and 
Regulations of the Vale of Mowbray Archers : — 

I. That one pair of targets be provided for every fire pair 
of shooters. 

II. That the targets be fixed at seventy yards, at which 
distance the gentlemen are to shoot ; and that a mark be fixed 
fifteen yards in front of each target, to which the ladies are to 
advance, after the gentlemen have shot. 

III. That each person shall shoot three arrows successively, 
and afterwards move round to the right, behind the next 
shooter. 

IV. That any person hitting, with his arrow, the Ime of any 
circle on the target, shall count such arrow to his advantage. 

V. That all matters in dispute shall be referred to the Lady 
Patroness and President, for the time being, or whom they 
shall appoint, their decision to be final. 

VI. That each person shooting for a prize, pay half<-a-crown 
entrance* 

VII. For every time a person has won the first prize, and 
for every two times a person has won the second prize, a ring, 
on counting for all future prizes, shall be taken off. This rule 
to be applied to all strangers, who may have won prizes. 

VIII. The club will give only one prize, for either ladies or 
gentlemen, unless there are twelve competitors for their 
respective prizes. 

IX. The club will not give a prize for strangers, unless 
there are six competitors. 



(Newbury,) 



.OME years ago, the West Berks Archery Society might 
'almost have been considered the principal provincial society 
in the *' broad realme of Englande ;" but, of late years, it has 
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gradnallj faUen away> and now is only the wreck of former 
prosperity. The society was established in the year 1831, in 
two lodges, one at Benham Place, near Newbury, and the 
other at Sparsholt House, near Wantage. Each lodge, or 
division, appointed its own Vice-President, but Lord Craven 
was President of the united Societies, and Viscountess 
Barrington Lady Patroness. The distance between the two 
places of meeting was about 19 miles, and each lodge kept its 
own books, paid its own expenses, and collected its own 
subscriptions. This system worked well, for the prizes were 
uniform, although paid for separately, with the exception of 
the belt, which was purchased conjointly, as stated hereafter. 
The usual distance of shooting was eighty yards, until J. 
Hughes, Esq., of Donnington Priory, presented the gentlemen 
with a cup, to be shot for at the distance of one hundred yards. 
This convinced the members that the one hundred yards' 
shooting was quite as easy to be attained as the eighty ; and, 
consequently, those two distances became the standard ones for 
the gentlemen, and fifty yards for the ladies.^ In 1833, a sub- 
scription plate was shot for, at Benham, open to all England, 
when a great number of the Royal Toxophilites attended, but it 
was won by the Rev. E. Meyrick, who was a member of the 
West Berks Society. Soon after this meeting, the West Berk- 
shire Archers were elected honorary members of the Royal 
Toxophilite Society ; and in 1834, a friendly match took place 
between eleven of each society, on the Toxophilite Ground, 



* It may be interesting here to state that Mr. Hughes, ^ho is one of 
the most active members of the society, as well as one of the warmest 
admirers of the gallant pastime of Archery, is also the author of a highly 
interesting little work, entitled, <* The Pindar of Wakefield's Legend," 
which displays great talent, and to which Miss Mitford alludes in her 
Archery chapter of ** Belford Regis." It is also from this ballad that 
the Committee of the Great National Archery Meeting, to be held at 
York, during the present year, have selected their motto, which is as 
follows : — 

" Stout arm, strong bow, and steady eye, 
Union, trne heart, and courtesy." 
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in tire Regent's Park, for a sorereign eaeh^ when the ntnnbers 
were — 



WEST BEBKS. 


HITS 


SCOBE 


TOXOFHILITE. 


» 


HITS 

62 


SCOBE 


Meyrick 




64 


192 


Peters 




198 


Rfoore ... .«. 




86 


119 


Troward 




34 


148 


Hughes 




33 


119 


Norton 




30 


98 


Atwood 




33 


116 


Barnard 




29 


111 


Cookson 




31 


113 


Bagot •«. ... 




29 


89 


Pearson ... * ... 




28 


100 


Kinlayson 




26 


82 


Hippisley 




28 


96 


Hadon 




26 


91 


Jowett 




21 


67 


Fioeh ... .«. 




22 


76 


Smith 




19 


65 


Shuckburgh, Sir F. 


17 


65 


Escott 




17 


29 


Wilkinson ... 


• •• 


14 


64 


Wyld ..» ... 




6 
304 


17 


Martm, Sir H. 


• •• 


10 

288 


34 


1032 


1036 



Thus it will be seen that the contest was an uncommonly 
close one ; for, although the Tozophilites had a little higher 
score, hits were to decide ; and, consequently, the West Berks 
Society came off victorious. In the year 1840, from some 
cause or other, the society was almost deserted by the ladies — 
a circumstance, which, as might hare been expected, led to 
the secession of a large portion of the gentlemen, and left the 
society in a very unfortunate state. Since this period, the 
active members have consisted of a few old shooters, who 
continue together to keep in remembrance, and talk over, 
the glorious deeds that were done in the days of *' auld lang 
syne." 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The original niunber of members 
was about three hundred, and the writer believes that about one 
hundred and fifty ladies and gentlemen still remain enrolled as 
members. 

Costume. — No costume was ever adopted by the West 
Berks Archers, except a club button, on which is embossed 
a white horse, and a bugle, with the letters 2123.1S.Sl* ; but 
this is not expected to be worn, if contrary to the wishes of 
the members. 

Pbizes. — The prizes usually contested for, are silver 
bugles, silver arrow brooches, clasps, and other similar things, 
which have established a sort of uniform, amongst the best 
shooters. Besides these, however, there is a belt which was 
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subscribed for, by both lodges, or divisions, which is invariably 
the great point of competition. It is always worn by the person 
who obtained the highest actual score, at the last meeting ; 
and he has to contest, on the ground, the honor of wearing it 
in the evening, and at the next meeting. 

Rules. — Subjoined are the Rules and Regulations of the 
West Berks Archery Society : — 

1. — RtUei. 

I. The Conunittee shall consist of the President, with a 
casting vote as Chairman, the Secretary; who shall represent 
the President, and possess his casting vote in his absence, 
and seven Master Yeomen (with power to add to their 
number) ; and shall meet, according to their discretion, for 
any ordinary business of the society. 

II. On days of bow meeting, the Committee shall be on the 
ground, one hour before the general assembly, to discuss 
matters of business. 

III. At the last annual bow meeting, the Committee shall 
appoint a day for holding a general meeting of all members 
of the society, wishing to vote for the amendment or alteration 
of any existing rules. The President shall then, with the 
approbation of the Committee, nominate the Lady Patroness, 
for the ensuing year ; and the Secretary and Master Yeomen, 
shall take the sense of the meeting, as to the members who 
shall fill their places for the said ensuing year (former members 
of the Committee again eligible) ; they shall then minute 
resignations, and erase from the list the names of such 
members, as have not paid their subscriptions and fines for the 
current year (the same again eligible on the payment of 
arrears, and a new entrance of 10s. 6d.). The Secretary 
shall lay his accounts before the meeting, and deliver them, 
together with his minute book, to his successor, (if appointed) 
to whom he shall take an early opportunity of giving the 
requisite information, and paying over the balance in hand, 
with the inventory of the society's property. No alterations, 
or new adoptions of rules, shall be then proposed, which have 
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not been entered and exhibited in the Secretary's minute book, 
or posted np in some conspicuous place^ at a prior bow 
meeting. 

rV. No candidates for admission shall be balloted for^ at 
any meetings whose names shall not have been entered and 
exhibited at a proTious meeting ; together with the names of 
their proposers and seconders, one of whom, at least, must be 
present, or give a very sufficient reason for their non- 
attendance. One black-ball in ten to exclude. 

V. The Secretary shall act as Treasurer, receive all fines 
and subscriptions, make all payments, and, with the approbation 
of two or more of the Committee, fix the days for bow 
meetings, giving thereof due notice to the members of the 
society, as well as order and arrange all necessary accommo- 
dations. Postage, printing, and all incidental expenses, shall be 
charged to the society. 

VI. Gentlemen's annual subscriptions shall be ^1 Is. ; and 
ladies', 10s. 6d. Xl Is. entrance to be paid by each member. 

VII. When two sisters in a family subscribe, they may, in 
case of non-attendance, transfer their rights to other two 
sisters. 

yill. No uniforms are required, but all members shooting 
shall appear with bow and belt, and with any decorations 
which they may have won, at similar meetings. 

IX. No member shall shoot or vote, till his or her subscrip- 
tion and arrears for the year be paid. Reference to be had to 
the list, which the Secretary shall produce at every meeting. 

X. Every member may bring one friend to each bow 
meeting; but no persons, resident within ten miles of the 
place of meeting, of either district of the society, shall be 
considered as strangers, or introduced » as friends; except 
young persons, of the families of subscribers, who have not yet 
completed their educati<m. 

XI. The expenses of the ordinary, which the Secretary shiJl 
fix at a moderate rate, shall be jointly paid by all persons 
dining. Every absent member i^iall be charged 28. 6d., 
towards the expenses of the society. 
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XIL Shooting shall begin at one o'clock ; dinner at the 
hour i4>pointed by the President. Shooting shall be resumed 
after dinner, and cease at seven o'dock ; and dancing 
commence in morning dresses, at such time, between seven 
and eighty as the Lady Patroness shall direct. 

XIII. There shall be, at least, three bow meetings in the 
year ; one gentleman's and one lady's price shall be shot for 
at each. The prizes shall not exceed fonr guineas in ralae. 

XrV. The Lady Patroness may, at her discretion, appoint a 
Vice-Patroness, as her assistant or representatiye. 

XV . Ladies may appoint, in writing, any member to vote or 
ballot for them. 

XVI. The Committee shall hare power to form additional 
bye-rules, as occasion may require. 

2. — Shooting RegulatioiM, 

I. The Lady Patroness, President, and Committee, shall 
have absolute authority in keeping order on the ground, 
determining all doubtful points, and enforcing the regulations 
by a fine, not exceeding five shillings. 

II. Any gentlemen, appointed by the Committee, shall call 
up shooters in their order, and mark the spot from which 
they shall shoot. Any one overstepping the mark, or not 
answering the call, shall lose the turn for that end. Every 
person shall file round to the left, after shooting, the place to 
be immediately taken by the next in order, with arrow ready 
notched. 

III. Markers shall be appointed by the Committee, for each 
target. No arrow shall be drawn from the target, save by its 
owner, or by such markers, who shall caU the value of each 
arrow, and name of the shooter. Any person injuring another's 
arrow, shall forfeit 2s. to the Secretary, who shall replace it. 

IV. No arrow in the target shall be scored, unless it be 
siarked legibly with the name of the owner. 

V. The score shall be thus reckoned : — Gold, 9 ; red, 7 ; 
inner white, 5 ; black, 3 ; outer white, 1. An arrow, touching 
twe circles, shall count for the highest. The highest score to 
gain the prize ; but no prize shall be awarded, unless four 
ends, at least, of three arrows each, shall have been shot. 
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VI. The shooter maldng the most central hit in the gold^ 
and the shooter making the greatest number of hits^ shall each 
receire an arrow of honor. 

VII. Any member having won a chief prize, in either 
district, shall, at any future bow meeting, lose the score of the 
outer circle ; having won it a second time, the black ; a third 
time, the inner white. 

VIII. Separate targets shall be provided, at which stakes, 
not exceeding one shilling each, may be shot for, by members 
or strangers. 

IX. All bets shall be forfeited to the society's fund, and 
pud, on the spot, to the Secretary, on pain of a fine of double 
the amount. 

X. The distances, at which targets shall be pitched, shall be 
regulated by the Committee. 

XI. Strangers will be allowed to shoot at all bow meetings, 
and, if the highest on the actual score, shall receive, from the 
society, some token of distinction, but in no case shall the 
society's chief prize, be awarded to them. 



®Se0t ^mtx ^rrl)er0. 



«jf ARGE «> many of the Archery Societies in Engird 
^'''^j^undoubtedly are, the West Essex Archers' Society is 
surpassed, in point of numbers, by few ; and, certainly, with 
regard to respectability, it can vie with any. The meetings 
are held on Harlow Bush Common, and generally present a 
very brilliant and interesting appearance. 

NuMBES OF Membebs. — TSoo hundred and fifty -three ladies 
and gentlemen are now enrolled as members of this society. 

Costume. — The costume of the gentlemen is green, with 
brass buttons, having the letters SI9I. 0. %., embossed upon 
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them ; and that of the ladiM^ is a jadioioiiB arrangement of 
white and green, viz. ;— white hat and feathers, with shoes of 
grass green. The bow and qmyer are worn gracefiillj sfamg 
oyer their shonlders. 

Pbizxs. — See Rules XI. and XII. The prises mentioned in 
the latter rule are generally jewellery. 

Bulbs. — The Rules of the West Essex Arehers are 
remarkably short, but the subjoined will be found a correct 
copy :— 

I. That the society of the West Essex Archers be limited to 
three hundred members. 

II. That a Committee of three members be appointed to 
transact the business of the society, one to go out of office 
annually by rotation, and his successor to be chosen by a 
majority of the members present, at the time of election. The 
member who retires from the Committee to be again eligible. 

in. That a Lady Paramount, a President, and a Secretary, 
who is to have a salary, be annually elected by the Committee, 
to enter on their offices on the first day of January. 

IV. That the annual subscription, for each member, be ten 
sldUings and sixpence, due on the first day of January. 

y. That any member, wisldng to withdraw from the society, 
do giro one month's notice to the Secretary. 

VL That the public meetings be held on Harlow Bush 
Common, between the first day of July and the first day of 
September, and that special meetings be called, at the 
discreticm of the Conmiittee. 

VII. That no lady or gentleman, residing within ten miles 
of Harlow Bush, can be introduced as a visiter, at any of the 
meetings of the society. 

VIII. That the names of the can^dates, and of the members 
who propose them, be made known to the Comnuttee, one 

. week at least previously to the day of election. 



MM 



I 



IX "Ibhat the election be by ballot, not less than te^ 
members beinf^ present ; one black ball in ten to exclude. 

X. That erery member, elected by ballot, do pay ten 
shillings and sixpence as entrance money, and a subscription 
of five shillings, for forks and spoons. 

XI. That the silver braces, presented by J. G. Walford, 
Esq., to the society, be shot for annually, at the first public 
meeting, and delivered to the winners, lA value, to be worn by 
them at the meeting of the society ; the hits in the outw white 
circles are to be counted. The braces are to be again shot for, 
at the second public meeting ; they are to be delivered to the 
winners, at the same time as the prizes of the society are 
adjudged. 

XII. That there be also four prizes on each public day, two 
for ladies and two for gentlemen ; two for value, and two for 
hits. The winnersi according to value, to have the choice of I 
the prizes. 

. XIII. That no prize exceed three guineas in value. 

XIV. That members only be entitled to a prize. 

XV. That no winner of a prize shall win a second prize in 
the same year. In every subsequent year, the winners' hits in 
the outer white circle are not to be counted. 

XVI. That the order of shooting be decided by lot. 

XVII. That the laws of Archery, as published in Mr. 
Waring's Treatise, be adopted generally by the society. 

. XVni. That th6 prizes be distributed at the end of the 
day's shooting, and the names of the winners be recorded in a 
book. The shooting cards to be open to public ini^ection, 
and placed in a obnspicuous part of the room, half-an-hour 
before the delivery of the prizes. 

XIX. Th^t the costume of the society be not altered, 
without the coneurrenoe of the Committee. Patterns to«be 
kept by the Secretary. 
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XX. That a general statement of the affairs of the society, 
be sent to every member, at the end of each year. 



?BS00lmim of %xhtn. 



( Warwickshire.) 




^H£ Woodmen of Arden hare long been known to rank 
as one of the first societies of Archers, in the United 
Kingdom, and, consequently, the writer is extremely sorry to 
state that the absence from home of the Honorary Secretary^ 
prevented his obtaining that authentic information concerning 
them, which he was so desirous to lay before the public. For 
the following particulars respecting them he is, therefore, 
indebted to Hansard's Book of Archery. The Society of the 
Woodmen of Arden was originally established by the Marquis 
of Aylesford, father to the present Lord Warden. His 
Lordship's strength of arm, and the consequent long range 
of his arrow, have often been a subject of remark, whilst his 
vigorous shooting appears to have descended like an heirloom 
to his successor. The Woodmen assemble within a few miles 
of Coventry, and, exercising a nominal, as thdr predecessors 
did a real authority, over vert and venison, their officers 
receive appropriate designations. Of these, the Lord Warden 
is chief. They have, likewise. Master Foresters, Verderers, and 
most probably a Bow-bearer,* whose name indicates his duties, 
and who, in some districts, anciently ranked next to the Lord 
Warden, he being the Monarch's most favored attendant, 
during his hunting parades — ^in the first Lieutenant's absence, 
likewise, his oath of office obliged him to attack every one 
found trespassing on the timber or the deer> often styled in 
sylvan parlance, "the green, hue of hunting." The meetings 
of the Woodmen, appropriately styled '* grand annual 
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wardmote^" are aecompaoied by all the pride, pomp, and 
oiroumstaiioe of Archery. The fine band of the Warwick- 
shire militia attends upon the gronnd, exhilarating the already 
baoyant spirits, by strains of martial music. A bugle-call 
announces the opening of the targets, and suounonses the 
Archers to the contest ; while the united clangor of trumpet 
and kettle drum procUdms the yictor's triumph. Soon after the 
establishment of the Society of the Woodmen of Arden, a 
mutual exchange of honors ensued between them and the 
Royal Toxophilites. The latter conferred the freedom of their 
society, with permission to shoot on their ground, &c., by a 
diploma, elegantly emblazoned, and enclosed in a box of yew. 
That by which the Woodmen returned the compliment, was 
reoeired in a box made of the heart of oak, the growth of the 
forest, whence they derive their name. • 

NuMBBB or Membebs. — The number of members is rery 
considerable, but unknown to the writer. 
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Costume. — The uniform is stated to conrast of a plain frock, 
of Kendal green, with gold buttons, bearing an arrow, on 
which is inscribed the word '^Abben ;" white waistcoat; 
round hat, and black feather. 

Pbisbs. — The prizes are rarious and beautiful ; among 
which, ''the bugle horn of Arden" appears to be a qsecial 
favorite, and always excites more than ordinary emulation. 
The distance at which this prize is shot for, varies from nine 
to twelve score yards*. Besides this prize, there are, also, the 
Master Forester's Gold Medal, claimed by the first shot in the 
gold ; the Verderer's Silver Medal, by the second shot in the 
gold ; the Silver Arrow, which is' shot for at nine score yards ; 
the Digbean Gold Medal, eptime merenti, the possessor of 
which ranks as Captain of Numbers ; and the Digbean Silver 
Medal, ben$ merenti, which confers the Lieutenancy of 
Numbers. 

RuLBS.^ — ^For the reasons mentioned in the introductory 
portion of this account of the Woodmen of Arden, the writer 



ANECDOTES OF ABCHEBT. 285 

has been unable eyen to obtain a copy of the Rnles and 
Regulations of the society, although the request was Hveral 
times repeated. 



(ForA.) 



lltN the year 1883, the Society of the York Archers was 
^^ established, and dnring the period, between that time and 
the present, they haye increased and jfrospered. At the 
shooting for the ancient silyer arrow (described at page 
241), which was held at Darlington, on the 26th ^f Augost, 
1841, Mr. Thomas Lambert, who is a member of this society, 
obtained the first gold, and, consequently, won the arrow, the 
possession of which confers the title of Captain. At the meeting 
held at Thirsk, for the same purpose, on the 9th of August, 
1843, the silrer bugle and Lieutenancy were won by Mr. H. 
Steward (also a member), who obtained the first red. Last 
year (1844), the bugle was again won by Mr. H, Steward, who 
is an excellent marksman. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — Thc society, at present, conasts of 
nineteen shooting members, and nine honorary members. 

Costume. — Single-breasted green frock coat, with club 
buttons, embossed with the city arms, and crossed by a quiver and 
arrow, having the year 1833, beneath ; bu£P waistcoat, with 
dmilar button, of a smaller size ; white trousers, for shooting, 
and black, for dress ; green silk yelvet cap, with massive gold 
tassel, and lace. 

Pbyses. — The prizes of the society are a silver arrow, 
Captain ; silver goblet, lieutenant ; silver bugle. Captain of 
Numbers. A small prize is also always offered for the most 
central gold, on the opening and closing days. 
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Bulks.— At a meetings held at the Elephant and Castle laa, 
in the City of York, oa the first of October, 1844, the foUovrmg 
Rules were nnammoiisly agreed to : — 

I. 'lliat this, society be called '' The Yobk Abchebs' 

SOCIBTT." 

II. That the Officers consist of a Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall continue in office six months, and shall be chosen at 
the monthly meetings, in June and Decranber. 

III. That the Secretary attend aU the meetings, and keep 
minutes of the proceedings. If he be fifteen minutes past the 
time appointed^ at any of the meetings, without appointing a 
deputy, to be fined sixpence. 

IV. That the Treasurer be answerable to the society for all 
monies psdd to him on account thereof ; and if he be fifteen 
minutes past the time appointed, at any of the meetings, 
without appointing a deputy, to be fined sixpence. 

V. That the shooting season commence on Easter Tuesday, 
and close on the last Tuesday in August. 

VI. That the days of shooting be Tuesday and Thursday, 
in each week, and that the Captain hare the power to fix any 
other evening. 

VII. That a subscription of one shilling per month be paid 
in advance, by each member ; and, in case any member neglect 
or refuse for three months to pay the same when it becomes 
due, the Secretary shall give him notice, that if not paid the 
following month he will be excluded. Honorary members are 
admitted into this soqfety, by payment of sixpence per month. 

Vin. That the monthly meetings be held the first Tuesday 
evening, in every month, of which due notice shall be given 
by the Secretary. 

IX. That persons, wishing to become members, shall have 
their names entered on the books for one month, previous to 
being proposed and balloted for, which shall take place at a 
monthly meeting, if nine of the members are present. Should 
that number not be assembled, a special meeting shall be 
called, at which nine of the members be required to be present. 
Three black balls shall exclude. 
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X. That peraoss adndtted^ idiall pay to th^ Secretary^ 
through the hands of their proposers, the sum of ten shillings 
and sixpence each ; and, in case such sum shall remain unpaid 
at the monthly meeting following, such persons shall cease to 
be members. 

XI. That, on the closing da7%f the season, the Captaincy, 
for the ensuing season, shall be shot for by the members ; the 
person obtaining the greatest number of golds being appointed 
Captain of the target (holding the silver arrow), who shall 
make the rules, &c., on the shooting ground, and whose 
decision, on eyery point in shooting, shall be final. Provided 
two or more should obtain the same number of golds each, the 
prize shall be awarded to the most central. 

XII. That the person obtaining the greatest gross score be 
appointed Lieutenant (holding the silver goblet). He shall 
also act as Captain in his absence. 

XIII. That the person obtaining the greatest number of 
hits, shall hold the silver bugle, and be appointed Captain of 
Numbers. 

XIV. That eyery member, within one month of the com- 
mencement of the season, shall furnish himself* with bow, 
arrows, complete accoutrements, and the uniform of the club, 
or forfeit his entrance money and subscriptions. 

XV . That any member using another member's bow, arrows, 
string, or accoutrements, without his permission, shall forfeit, 
for each offence, the sum of two shillings^ and sixpence ; and 
should any injury occur to any part of the equipments, whilst 
in his possession (with or without permission of the ovmer,) 
the same shall be replaced by the party using them, to the 
satisfaction of the owner. 

XVI. That all fines be appropriated to a prize, on the 
closing day of the season, for the most central gold of the 
day. 

XVII. That if any member wishes to resign, he shall give 
to the Secretary, in writing, one clear month's notice of the 
same. 
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XV 111. Tbmt the nnnber of ihooting memben be limited b 



XIX. Thkt no member be ailowed to Introduce a friend 
(bnng a reudeot) to ihoot more tiuut twice during the 
waion. A non-reddent might be introduced at pleasore. 

9 
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.INCE the precedinfr pages were printed, the wnter has 
reeeiyed some particulars respecting three societies of 
Archers, of whose exbtence he was not previously aware. 
He, however, has much pleasure in here presenting the 
information to the public. 



(0a0t %vixxt^ fiowtmn. 



(Limdan,) 




|H£ East Surrey Bowmen are only a small Society of 
Archers, although they usually give a f$te, during the 
month of August, open to members of other societies, when 
various prizes, consisting of silver stars, medals, &c., are 
shot for. 

NuMBEB OF Membess. — About twenty. 

Costume. — The East Surrey Bowmen have no particular 
costume, although the members are in the habit of wearing a 
single-breasted green frock coat, with velvet collar, and green 
cloth cap. 

Prizes — The only prizes contended for, by this society, are 
mentioned in the introduction to this article. 

Rules. — The following are the Rules and Regulations of 
the East Surrey Bowmen. 

1. — General Rules, 

I. That the Officers of this society consist of a President, 
Vice-President, Captain, Lieutenant, Treasurer, and Secretary. 
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II. That the President and Vice-President be elected 

monthly^ and hare the control and management of^ and preside 

orer, all meetings of the society, on matters of buoness, and 

all other meetings, unconnected with the field. 

« 
m. That the members meet for the election of the 

President and ^ce-President, and for the transaction of 

business generally, at the house connected with the shooting 

ground (or at such other place as shall be from time to4ime 

agreed upon for the purpose,) on the first Saturday, in every 

month, when the chair shall be taken at eight o'clock, f.ic., 

precisely ; and eyery member not then present, shall be fined 

one shilling. That at such meeting, fiye members (in which 

number the President and Vice-President may be included), 

form a quorum, and be competent and authorised to transact 

all business, and decide upon all matters then regularly before 

them, in any way relating to the society. 

IV. That from the montib of April to the month of October 
(both inclusiye) be considered the regular shooting season, 
and, during that period, the members meet at the house 
connected with the shooting ground, (or some other convenient 
place, to be from time to time fixed for the purpose,) on every 
Saturday, at dght o'clock, p.m., for the purpose of receiving 
proportions and balloting for new members. 

V. That on the first Satorday, in each month, during the 
regular shooting season, the members meet on the society's 
ground, to shoot for the offices of Captain and Laeutenant, for 
the current month. 

VI. That the Captain of the month, when present, shall 
have the entire command of ihe field (subject, however, to 
the regulations in respect thereto, hereinafter set forth and 
mentioned) ; but, lAould the Oapitain be absent, such command 
shall devolve upon the Lieutenant ; .and, in case of the absence 
of both, shall be assumed by the senior member, according to 
the order of shooting, at the last monthly meetings then 
present. 
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VII. That the Treasurer and Secretary be elected annually, 
to wit, on the first Saturday in April, when the accounts of 
the past season shall be submitted to, and audited by, the 
members then present. 

YIII. That any gentleman wishing to join the society, must 
be proposed and seconded by two members, but his eligibility 
and admission, or rejection, be determined upon by the society, 
and decided by ballot at the next meeting of the members, in 
which ballot, two black balls shall disqualify ; and that every 
gentleman, on his election, and previous to his admission, shall 
pay an entrance fee of cme guinea. 

IX. That the aionual^ subscription be two guineas, each 
member, one of which shall become due and be pud on the 
first Saturday in April, and the other on the first Saturday in 
July, in each season, provided, nevertheless, that in cases of 
members, elected during the shooting season, the whole or a 
proportionate part only of such annual subscription^ in the 
discretion of the society, shall be paid on admission. 

X. That any gentleman wishing to join the society as an 
honorary member, may do so, on being proposed and seconded 
by two members, subject, however, to the ballot, in accordance 
with the eighth rule. He shall pay, on his election, one guinea, 
and an annual subscription of two guineas to be paid, the 
same as Rule IX. He shall not have a vote in any of the 
proceedings of the society, or be eligible to any office, but, in 
other respects, shall submit to the same regulations, and- have 
the same privileges, as the regular members. 

XI. That during the regular shooting season the members 
meet on the society's ground, for shooting, every Wednesday 
and Saturday ; but members are, of course, to be at perfect 
liberty to meet for shooting on the ground, at any time during 
the year they may think fit. 

XII. That any member may introduce a friend or friends 
for an afternoon's shooting, on payment of the sum of one 
■hilling, as target money, for each person so introduced. 

XIII. That if any member fail, for one whole shooting 
season, to pay his annual subscription, together with any fines 
to which he may have become liable, he shall, from and after 
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tho last day of sach season, cease to be a member, and shall 
lose all interest in the paraphernalia of the sodet j. 

XIV. That on a reqmsition, signed by at least two members, 
being presented to the Secretary, he shall, within ten days 
after the receipt thereof, conrene a Generid Meeting of the 
members, for the purpose of taking the subject of such 
requisition into consideration. The business for which such 
meeting is called, being specified in the notice to be issued by 
the Secretary. 

XV, That if any member of the society be guilty of any 
action, vnworthy of a gentleman, or of any conduct calculated 
to bring the society, or its members, into disrepute, or to aflPect 
the cordiality of the members thereof, or shall be repeatedly 
and contumaciously guilty of acts of insubordination, or other- 
wise render himself unworthy of, or disagreeable to, his brother 
members, the Secretary of the society shall, on the requiation 
of any two members, forthwith convene (by one week's notice 
in writing), a general meeting of the society, for the purpose 
of taking the conduct of such member into consideration, and 
deciding upon the propriety of expelling him. from the society ; 
and that every member, who shall fail to attend such meeting, 
(unless he shall have forwarded to the Secretary an excuse for 
his non-attendance, which, on being laid before the meeting, 
shall be deemed satisfactory,) shall be fined half-a-crown. 
That the President or Vice-President, or, in case of their 
absence and incapacity from especial interest in the question, 
the senior member, free from such incapacity, shall preside 
over and direct the course of proceeding at such meeting, at 
which the majority of votes, to be taken by ballot, in the 
usual way, shall decide whether the accused member shall be 
expelled from the society ; and, that in case the society shall, 
at any such meeting, feel themselves bound to decide upon the 
expulsion of such member, he shall, by virtue of such decision, 
immediately, on the promulgation thereof, cease to be a 
member of the society, and lose all his rights and privileges as 
a member, and all property and interest in the paraphernalia 
thereof. 
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I. That each geniLeman^ on becoming a member, provide 
himself with a bow, arrows, belty arm guard, and also a pair of 
flags and staves, of the quality and dimensions used by the 
society. 

II. That each member distinguish his arrows, by having a 
certain mark or ribband painted thereon, otherwise he will 
incur a fine of sixpence, for every arrow shot ¥dthont such 
distinction. 

III. That, on the days of meeting, the members' flags be 
planted in a line, on either side of the ground. The Captain's 
flag being placed at the upper, and the lieuteiamt's at the 
lower target. 

IV. That at all meetings (except /^« days) the Captun 
shall shoot first, the Lieutenant second, and the other members, 
according to the order of shooting at the last monthly meeting. 
The Captain alone (or in case of his absence, the lieutenant,) 
to have the privilege of walking to the opposite target, after 
he has shot, the other officer remaining to superintend the 
shooting, and any gentleman, not being ready to shoot in his 
turn (except in cases of accident) shall lose his right of shooting 
at that end. 

y. That after discharging his arrows, c^h gentleman shall 
pass to his right, and take his position at such a distance in 
the rear of the target, so that his successor may advance to 
the standing place without inconvenience or interruption ; 
and any member in anywise drawing the attention of the 
member shooting, from his mark, so as to cause him to throw 
his shot away, shall be fined sixpence. 

VI. That, after the last gentieman has shot his arrows at 
any one end, all the members shall advance to the opposite 
target, as nearly in a line as possible. 

VII. That when there are sufficient members present, to 
occupy and require two or more pair of targets, exchanges 
from one pair to another shall be made, and the exchange 
shall be made at the discretion of the Captain ; or, in case 
of his absence, of the Lieutenant; or, in case of the absence of 
both, then of the senior member present. 
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Vni. That ou the days of moetiog, ax rounds^ of six 
anrowB each roimdy be shot at eaoh of the nsoal d]8tBace% yim,, 
tax rounds at the 100 yards' lengthy six roimds at the 80 yards' 
lengthy and the remainder at the 60 yards' length ; after which, 
any distance may be practised by the members^ according to 
their option ; bnt, should there be any buaness regularly 
before the sodety, by previous notice, on the same hemg 
announced to the members^ by the Captain or lieutenant, 
or the senior member, having the command of the field, they 
shall immediately attend the same ; and each member, failing 
■0 to do, shall be fined one shUling. 

IX. That the score of the target be as follows, viz. : — The 
gold to count nine ; red, seven ; inner white, five ; black, 
three ; outer white, one; and, in case of an arrow divi£ng two 
colors> it is to count in the outer one. 

X. That the Captain be distinguished by wearing the 
society's star on the left breast, and the Lieutenant by wearing 
the bugle $ and that the above be worn on every field day^ 
under a &0i6 of one shilling for eaeh omission. 

XL That members, introducing friends to view the shooting, 
request them, to avoid either interruption or accident, to keep 
outside the line of flags. 

Xn. That any member crossing the ground, between the 
targets, durmg, or otherwise in any way interrupting, the 
shooting, shall be fined one shilling for so doing. 

XIII. That every member on the ground shall, when 
required by the Captain or Lieutenant, lend his assistance in 
matters connected with the field. 

XIV. That, upon the lieutenanl^ at the command of the 
Captain, sounding the bugle, for the members to assemble at 
the targets, any member failing to be present in his turn, shall 
lose his right of shooting at that end. 

XV. That the Captain of the month shall, on the evening of 
his a{^Knntment, give public notice to the members, of the 
hours fixed for the time of oommencing the shooting during the 
month. 
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XVI. That wlien two or more pairs of targets are in vae, the 
CaptaJja shaU appoint a Captain and lieutenant to each target, 
for the purpose of taking and ehecking the soore. 

XVII. That on the Captain, at any time, in his discretioD, 
requiring the members to shoot in eonples, any member 
disobeying, shall be fined sixpenee for eyery time he disobeys. 
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WrOxasikt College ^r(l)er0. 

iOaford,) 



jy[f ITTLE is known to the writer respecting the Worcester 
>*^ College Archery Society, but he believes that it closely 
resembles the other University Socielaesy iu aU its leading 
features. 

NuHBEs OF Membebs. — The number <^ members is, of 
necessity, always fluctuating. At the present time the 
members are very few, although the exact number is not 
known. 

CosTUMEw-— See Rule VI. 

Prizes. — Unknown. 

RuxEs.— The annexed are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Worcester College Archery Society, which do not appear to 
have been altered since Aprils 1842 : — 

L That this society be denominated the '^ Wogeiqbsteb 
College Abqhebt Societt." 

II. That gentlemen, wishing to become members, be 
proposed and seconded at one meetiii^, and balloted for at the 
following ; and that three black balls shall exclude. The 
Secretary to give notice to all members of the intended 
ballot. 

III. That a Committee of two members, the President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, be annually elected, to whom shall 
be entrusted the whole manageoEient of the accouats, and tho 
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direction of all other biuiness of the society ; and who shaU, 
at a general meeting of members^ to be convened at the close 
of the season, famish on abstract of their accounts ; and, at 
which meeting, the election for Committee, for the ensuing 
season, shall take place. 

IV. That each member shall, upon his admission, pay an 
entrance of one guinea, oyer and aboye his annual subscription. 
That the annual subscription be half-a-guinea, to be paid to 
the Treasurer, on the first day of meeting. 

y. That no member be allowed to shoot, or exercise any 
right as a member, whose subscription is due. 

YI. That the unifomi for members of the society be, a dark 
green dress coat, with black yelyet collar, with the proper 
button of the society. 

YII. That no member can be the winner of any prize 
whatever, unless in the specified uniform. (Clergymen, and 
gentlemen in mourning, to be exempt from this rule.) 

YIII. That Candidates be permitted to shoot on the 
ground, between the time of their being proposed, and their 
being elected members. 

IX. That no members of other Archery Societies can be 
permitted to shoot on the ground. 

X. That the first General Meeting be on the first Monday 
in the Easter Term ; when the arrangements for the season 
shall be determined. # 

XI. That the shooting commence punctually at two o'clock. 
That the ground be open, at all times after two, for the 
purpose of practice, 

XII. That there be a general meeting one day in the week, 
when a prize will be shot for, not exceeding in value ten 
shillings. 

XIII. That no prize be awarded to any one who does not 
score in numbers 50, or hits 10. 

XIV. That in awarding prizes of f"^^!"} {tSS] 
be taken from the score of each competitor, for every prize 
won during the season, at General Meetings. The whole 

number deducted not to exceed f ^^^^w/iJe^'ofHS!^"' 
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Xy. That if an arrow break the edge of a circle^ it score in 
fayor of the shooter. 

XVL That at every meeting of the society, all members 
are bound to wear any prize they may have won, daring any 
preceding meeting. 

XVII. As the payment of the subscriptions will entitle a 
member to enjoy every benefit of the society, so it will 
distinctly imply his submission to all the restrictions contained 
in these rules. 



<0tal hillside (^wnts. 



(Coldstream.) 



J|a OTWITHSTANDING the Etal Tillside Games embrace 
f9^ many sports, yet, as Archery is one of the most prominent, 
the writer will probably be excused for here inserting 
some account of them, more especially as they partake 
much of the ancient Olympic games, and annually create 
considerable excitement in the vicinity of Coldstream, as well 
as in districts more remote. The Etal Tillside Games were 
instituted in the year 1836, in imitation of the St. Ronern's 
Border Games, at Innerleithen, in Scotland, and are patronized 
and supported by the Right Hon. Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Errol, the Right Hon. Lord 
Ossulton, M.P., the' Most Noble the Marquis of Douglas, &c. 
At a recent meeting of the society, the following was publbhed 
as the programme of the games, in which the members would 
take part : — 

1. Quorr Playivo. — One main, in pairs, by lot, in the first 
instance, at 18 yards distance, and 11 points to a game. 

2. Standino Hop, Step, and Leap. — Three trials. 

3. Running Hop, Step, and Leap. — Three trials. 
. 4. Running Single Leap. — ^Three trials. 
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5. Three Leaps, with ob without Weights. — Three trials. 

6. Standing High Leaf. — Oyer a half-inch horizontal bar^ 
commencing at 46 inches. Trials till five failures to clear the 
bar^ without knocking it down. 

7. Running High Leap^ vbom 54 Inches upwards. — ^Trials 
till five failurers. 

8. Shobt Foot Race of 150 Tabds. 

9. A Sack Race, ob Races. — Heats, once across the ring, or 
60 yards each. 

10. Long Foot Race, of 300 Tabds. 

11. Thbowing the Light^ ob lOJlbs. Hammeb. — live 
trials. 

12. Thbowing the Heatt Hammeb, of 161b3. — Five trials. 

. 13. Putting the Light, ob 161bs. Bai.l, with one Hand, 
Dibeot fbom the Shouldeb. — Five trials. 

14. Putting the Heatt Ball, of 211bs. — Five trials. 

15. Wbestling. — >One main, in pairs, chosen by lot, in the 
first course; and the contest between the last pair of 
competitors, to be the best of three fair back falls. First 
prize, a handsome silver medal, or one pound ; second prize, 
half-a- sovereign. 

16. Rifle Shooting, at a 36 Inch Tabget, distance 100 
Yabds.-— Prizes, two very handsome silver medals, to be shot 
for separately, by members of the games only, firing one shot 
respectively for each. 

17. Rifle Shooting, fob the Champion Medal, at 100 
Yabds Distance, Thbbe Shots EACH.-^This medal, which was 
won at the October Games, last year, by Mr. David Smith, 
New Etal, is open to be competed for by all who have previously 
won a prize at rifle shooting, at any public gymnastic contest, 
and is to be held by the winner until next year's Tillside 
Games, when it will, as usual, be resumed by the club, and 
contested for anew. 

18. AbGHEBT, BT THE BoWMEN OF THE BOBDBB, AT 40 InOH 

Tabgets, 100 Yabds distant. — For this ancient and interestang 
exercise, two very beautiful silver medals, with appropriate 
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inscriptions^ will be given ; and they will be shot for separately, 
in seven or thirteen ends, of two arrows each, according as the 
time will admit. 

All persons subscribing to the amount of five shillings, are 
constituted members of the Etal Tillside Border Games, and 
are entitled to shoot for the Rifle and Archery prizes; 
consequently they are well supported by the gentry and 
farmers of the neighbourhood, as well as by the inhabitants 
more locally resident. 

NuMBEB OF Membebs. — The number of members, or, more 
correctly spealdng, of subscribers, to the Etal Tillside Games, 
has varied from forty to one hundred and twenty-three, but 
the Archers have never exceeded twenty-five, and sometimes 
have been so low as ten. 

Costume. — No particular costume is Worn by the competitors 
in the games, but a few ot the gentlemen, who formerly were 
members of the St. Ronern's Border Games, generally wear 
the costume of that society, with which, however, the writer is 
unacquainted. An azure or sky blue ribbon, is usually worn 
by the subscribers to the games, simply to denote that they 
are such. 

Pbizes — The prizes shot for by the Etal Tillside Archers, 
are (with one exception, when a splendid Archer's Belt, with 
silver buckle, and other appendages, was given,) large and 
handsome silver medals, with appropriate inscriptions, which 
are generally presented to the successful competitor, by Lord 
and Lady Frederick Fitzclarence, of Etal House, who are the 
principal patrons of the games, or by others of the nobility, 
who attend on their celebration. 

Rules. — As may be anticipated, the Etal TiUfflde Border 
Club have no regular rules, for the management of their 
society. The regulations are always conducted according to 
the programme of the sports, by the managers and stewards, 
whose ruling motto is '^ Fair play and ao favor,*' towards 
every competitor. 
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Mvtttions for ^i)oottng< 



THE FIVE POINTS OF ARCHERY. 




'S a fiill account of all the accoutrements of the Archer 
will be found in the Glossary, it will scarcely be necessary, 
in the present instance, to giye more than a description of 
. Ascham's celebrated fire points of Archery, yix. : — Standing, 
nocking, drawing, holding, and loesinff, which are, without 
doubt, the most important points to be obsenred by a young 
Archer. 

Standing. — The attitude and position of an Archer is of the 
greatest consequence, and well would it be if some of the 
Archers of the present day would pay a little more attention 
to this; the first great rule of Archery. Ascham, and other 
authorities, when writing on this subject, confine themselves 
more especially to pointing out the particular attitudes to be 
aroided, and seem to haye been aware of the great difficulty 
of doing justice to this part of Archery with the pen. The 
pencil, however, is able to convey to us an accurate 
representation of the true position and attitude of an Archer 
drawing his bow, and the reader is, therefore, referred to the 
frontispiece of this book, one glance at which will afford him 
more real instruction than a written description of one hundred 
pages. An ancient writer has described the proper attitude 
of an Archer, thus — 

** Setting his left leg somewhat foorth before, 
His arrow with his right hand knocking snre. 
Not stooping, nor yet standing streight upright, 
Then with his left hand little 'bove his sight, 
Stretching his arm out, with an easy strength. 
To draw an arrow of a yard in length." 

NocKiNo. — " To nock well," says Ascham, '* is the easiest 
point of all, and therein is no art, but only constant attention 
to nock truly, not setting the shaft either too high or too low, 
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but exactly straight across the bow. Inconstant nockmg 
makes a man loose his strength ; and^ besides^ if the 
shaft-hand is high and the bow-hand low^ or the contrary, 
both the bow is in danger of breaking, and the shaft, if it is 
small, will start ; if great, it will hobble. You must always 
nock the cock-feather upwards ; and be sure the string does 
not slip out of the nock, for then all is in danger of breaking." 
In order to prevent irregular nocking, it is usual to whip the 
precise nocking point of the string with silk of a different 
color to that used on either side of it, and which extends the 
breadth of the drawing fingers. Care should also be taken 
that the strings when whipped, fills the notch of the arrow so 
tight as to prerent its moving, at the same time to be so easy 
as not to render it liable to break. In nocking, the bow or 
left hand should be upon the upper part of the handle of the 
bow, in a line with the nocking point on the string. The 
arrow should then be carried in the right hand, under the 
string, until the j»le pass about an inch outside of the bow, 
when the fore finger of the left hand is placed over it, in order 
to secure the arrow, whilst the other hand slides the shaft 
forward, and places the string in the nock. When fixed, its 
position is secured by putting the first and second fingers of 
the right hand close on either side of the nock, and holding it 
and the string firmly, by about the middle of the first joints. 
The arrow being thus fixed, the Archer will proceed to 

Dbawino. — Amongst the Archers of the present day, there 
is a great difference of opinion, respecting the mode of drawing 
" the long bow." Some draw to the ear, but others, (and, 
perhaps, the majority) draw to the breast. The former, 
however, is by far the easiest, as well as the only correct 
way of drawing ; for, says Moseley, *' let a shooter^ who has 
learnt to draw the arrow to the ear, draw it to his breast, and 
he will find that the bow, he in the former case could draw 
with ease, will, in the latter, appear infinitely stronger." We 
also read that it was deemed a great improvement in the art 
of Archery, when the Roman auxiliaries were first taught to 
draw the bow to the ear. Procopius, alluding to the Roman 
Archers^ says, ** as they draw the bowstring to the right ear^ 
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they drire their arrows with such rapidity, that it is certain 
death to him on whom they fall ; nor can the stoutest shield or 
helmet resist the yiolence of the stroke." Again, in support 
of drawing to the ear, it maybe stated that not many years ago, 
there was a man, named Topham, who, haying exhibited some 
surprising feats of strength, happened to be at a public-house, 
near Islington, to which the Finsbury Archers resorted after 
their exercise ; one of the Archers wagered a bowl of punch 
that he could not draw an arrow two-thirds of its length. 
Topham accepted the proposal with the greatest confidence, 
as he considered the long bow a mere plaything, fit only for a 
child, but, bringing the arrow to his breast, instead of his ear, 
he was greatly mortified by losing the wager, after many 
fruitless efforts ; whereas, if he had only drawn it to his ear, 
he would easily have won his wager. But, to return to the 
more immediate subject of drawing. Some Archers extend 
their bow-arm completely before they begin to draw, and a 
few extend the arm gradually as they draw, which, certainly, 
is the easiest method. Others draw their arrows within about 
two inches of the pile, then pause for a moment, and correct 
their aim, and afterwards draw home and loose. But 
Ascham deems this method ^^.favXt or »hift^^ insisting that 
the dramriff and loosing should be hut one continued action 
throughout. Notwithstanding this, however, sereral of our 
best Archers approve of, and practise this plan ; but, it 
matters not which of the above methods be adopted ; one 
thing must constantly be borne in mind, viz., that it is a 
principal rule in shooting, that tJie arrow must be drawn to 
the pile, whether for a short or distant shot. 

Holding. — By the word holding Ascham simply means the 
manner of holding the string, when the bow is drawn up. 
Hence, he says, ** holding must not be long, for it puts a bow 
in danger of breaking, and also spoils the shoot. It must 
occupy so little time, that it may be perceived better in the 
mind, when it is done, than seen with the eye, when doing." 
It may not be out of place here to notice the requisite position 
in which the bow should be held at the time of shooting, 
although our great author has neglected to do so. In all or 




most of the prints of ancient Archers, we see the bow held 
in a perpendicular manner, which was certainly the most 
convenient position in battle, and it has been continued to the 
present day. However, several very good Archers hold their 
bows somewhat obliquely, but, for shooting straight, the 
former position seems best adapted ; and it must always 
be remembered that the more distant the mark, the more 
perpendicular must the bow be held. 

Loosing. — This point, says Ascham, ^'must be performed 
much In the same manner as holding. So quick and hard, 
that it may be vnthout any twitches ; so soft and gentle, that the 
shaft fly not as if it was sent from a bow-case. The mean 
betwixt both, which is perfect loosing, is not so hard to be 
followed in shooting, as it is to be described in teaching. For 
clean loodng, you must be careful of not hitting anything 
about you ; and, remember to hold your hand always the 
same heighten your bow, that'you may keep the length truly." 
Mr. Roberts, in his work, entitled,, *' The English Bowman," 
says, '' to loose well is the most difficult point in shooting, and 
most difficult to be explained on paper ; but, as good shooting 
depends greatly upon the loose, it is that branch of the art 
which must be studied with attention, and practised with 
pains. The material points to be attended to in performing 
this movement, are — ^holding the bow-arm very firm at the 
moment of loosing, making, as it were, a vice (upon which the 
steady flight of the arrow much depends) — ^bringing the 
elbow of the drawing-arm round — and loosing, while drawing, 
without making any pause immediately before the loose." 

Having thus discussed, at considerable length, Ascham's five 
celebrated points of Archery, a thorough knowledge of which 
is essential to every Archer, the writer cannot do better than 
close his observations, in the words of the author just mentioned, 
which he respectfully addresses to the reader. *' If you follow 
these precepts in standing, nocking, drawing, holding, and 
loosing, they will, at last, bring you to excellent and successful 
shooting." 
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{PrindpaUy extracted from ** Robert^ MngJiih Botoman.") 



Allow, 1 An Archer is said to aliow, or make allowance^ for 
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Allowance. ) th© trindy when he shoots somewhat wide of the 

mark, and on that side of the mark nearest the wind, in order 

that the wind may brinff his arrow into the hne of the mark. 
Abbow, Babbep. — A war arrow, having the head armed with 

barbs, or wings (by the poets called beard), • 
Abbow Beabino. — An airow which possesses a steady flight. 
Abbow, Bob-tail'p. — An arrow increasing in bulk, in a regular 

proportion, from the nock to the pile. 
Abbow, Bbeasted.— An arrow which is largest in the middle ; 

also termed high-chested, 
Abbow, Bboad. — A war arrow, with a flat barb, sometimes called 

a swallow-tailed arrow. 
Abbow, Bullet. — An arrow made for throwing a bullet. 
Abbow, Fishing. — An arrow used for striking fish. 
Abbow, Butt. — An arrow used in shooting at butts. 
Abbow, Fluted. — An arrow which is indented in lines, to prerent 

its casting. 
Abbow, Bush-obown. — An arrow formed like a rush. 
Abbow Sheaf. — An implement used in military Archery, being 

a case Aimished with twenty-four Arrows. 
Abbow, Shot. — An arrow used for casting small shot. 
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Absow Smith — A ra«ker <tf asrovB^ move QOBUQonly oalkd 

AsBO^, TA]»SB^»HAPEi>.~S«e iUTOir lo^tatrcf. 

Ascd'Ax. — A sort of cnpboftrd, or ease, to eoatein bows, and 
sometimes arrows, and other Implements of Areliexy. 

B. 

Baok ov a. BOW.~-<Th» exterior, or flat sidew 

BsuT ov A. »€<w.-«*T1m ioiterior, or ronjided auie of a bow. 

Beu!.<^A strapa lanall; made of the aame leather w the hrmcer, 
fiiniished with a tseU, and wont rovnd the wuat, la which 
the arrows fbr imme&te use are inserted^ tliroogh a leathern 
loop, which senres to keep the» atea^y ^7 ti^« Arehez^s side. 

Benb. — The q»aee between the bent bow and its string. 

Blazon.— A target used in Planders, the face of which is divided 
into squares, each square faaviiig a nnnber. 

BouaHT. — ^A twist or turn. 

Bow. — ^Little need be said respecting this well-known weapon, but 
a glossary would not be complete were it omitted. The 
length of a bow should be for a gentleman five feet eight to 
five l^et ten inches, but those which are six fbet long, are 
better, and more genexufly in use. A lady% bow should be 
from five feet to five feet six inehes; the former' varying from 
451bs. to 7(Shs., and upwards, and the latter, seldom exceeding 
dOlbs,, or 3ilbs. The woods of which bows are made, are 
very numerous. The chief of them, however, are rosewood, 
lancewood, and yew, the last being by far the best of the 
three, as well as the most expensive. The best and most 
serviceable bows are made of two pieces, and, out of the 
immense number of woods which are used, it should always be 
remembered that a yew bow is the best, when backed frith 
hiccory or lancewood. 

Bow-ABM. — The arm employed in holding the bow. 

Bow, Ba€ked.— A bow, the back ef whieh is a ^tiaet piece 
glued upon the body. 

Bow, Sblv.— A bow made of one entire piece of wood. 

Bow Shot. — The distance which an arrow flies firom the bow* 

Bow Stave.— A stave of wood, cut ready for being shaped into 
a bow, 

BowTEB.— A maker of bowa. 
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Bba.ce. — To bend a bow, by patting the string into the upper 
horn. It has long been the cnstom to ascertam the due 
bending (or, as it is now generally termed) bracing of the 
bow, by placing the fist perpendicularly on the interior upper 
end of the handle, raising up the thumb as high as it will 
reach. If the string touches the extremity of the thumb, the 
bow ia deemed to be well braced ; if it is higher or lower than 
the extremity of the thumb, it must be altered accordingly. 

Bbaceb. — A guard worn on the arm to preyent the string, in its 
return, from hurting the arm. It is usually composed of a 
piece of stout leather, polished on the exterior side, in order 
to allow the string to pass over it freely. In form, it la either 
oral, or like the half of a coat sleeye. 

Butt. — A mound of earth, upon which a mark to shoot at is 
placed. 

Butt Shootino.— Shooting at butts. 

o. 

Cast, To. — To become warped. 

Cast, The.— The right of shooting the first, by winning at the 
last shot, which is called getting the cast. 

Chbtsal, or Cbtsal.— A kind of pinch in a bow, (in appearance 
like the canker of a worm). 

Clout.— A small white target, placed near the ground. 

Clout Shooting. — Shooting at clouts. 

Cock Featheb.— That feather on the arrow which is uppermost, 
and of the darkest color. 

Come Bouin>, To. ) A bow is said to come round, or 

CoHE Round Compass, To. ) to come round compcus, or in 
compcus, when, in drawing, it forms a proper curre or circle. 

Come, To. — A bow is said to come, when it sinks or bends too 
much in any part. 

Compass, To Keep.— To observe a due eleyation. 

Compass, To Shoot. — To shoot compasg, or a round compcus, is 

to shoot the arrow in a curved or parabolic line. 
Cbow Bill.— a horn pile. 
Cbown, Clod. — ^An ornament placed upon butts. 
Cut the Mabk, To.— An arrow is said to cut the mark, when it 

flies straight towards it, but Mia under it. 
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Dead Shavt.— A dull heavy arrow. 

Down Wind.— See toind, 

Dbawinq. — One of Ascham's five points. The act in shooting 

Q>y drawing the string) which immediately ^^ecedes shooUng. 

See page 301. 
Dbawino thbouok the Bow.— This signifies drawing so &r 

that the point of the arrow comes within the belly of the bow. 
Dbawino a Featheb. — ^Is slipping it from the quill. 

Dbawino, Abm. ^ The Arm. ) Employed in drawing the 
Dbawing, Hand. > The Hand. >■ . 
Dbawino Fingebs.) The Fingers..) 

I 

E. 

Eletation. — The act of raising the bow in shooting at the mark ; 

generally opposed to apmnt blank level. 
End. — The place where a mark is fix^d. 
End, Double. — Shooting from one mark to another and back 

again. 
Ete of the Stbing. — That part of it which occupies the upper 

horn of the bow. 

F. 

Fast.— A word used to caution persons from passing between the 

shooter and the mark, and to direct them to stand still. 
Fletcheb. — An arrow maker. 

Flight. — The distance or path in which an arrow flies. 
Flight, A. — ^An arrow used in^t^A^ shooting. 

Flight Shooting. — Shooting with the lightest sort of arrows, 
called flights, and the greatest distances. 

Fluted Abbow. — See Arrow fltUed, 

Follow the Stbing. — A bow is said to follow the string, when, 
by use, it has lost its original straightness ; and has obtained 
a curve or inclination forwards. 

Footing. — The position of the feet in shooting. 

FoBE-HAND.^rSee oveT'hand, 

Fobe-hand Shaft. — ^An arrow shot over-hand. 

Fbet. — That part of the wood which is eattfn or corroded; also 
that rising or protuberance' occasioned in weak bows, by a 
strain in bending. Frets (says Ascham) are "little pinches.* 
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Gali,. B ee knot-ifatt. 

Game, Iir.~Iii good shooting order. 

GABLAin>.^A wreath, within wUch, ia aaeieot times, the znark 

was placed. 
Govs. — An arrow Is said to be gone, when it may, from its flight, 

be Jadged to fiUl wide of, or far from, the mark. 
GbbasBw — ^Tbis is a Teiy necessary portion of the equipment of an 

Archer, jmd is used to keep up the moisture on the shootuag 

gloTC. It is made of equal parts of suet and bee's wax. 
Gbxasb Box.— a fancy box, usaaUj made in the shape of a b^, 

open at the month, and g«nera%«fhor^, Mr of some finely 

gnuned wood. It is suspended to the belt. 

EUhble of tsb Bow.-^Thaft part of the bow which is held in 

shooting, and which Is eotered with a sort cf shag. 
Hanq on the stbivo, To.— The ^gers are said to ktmg on ihe 

string, when they do not looee it rmootklp, 
Habd, To btand, in a Bow. — An arrow is so spoken of, when it 

flies from the bow steaAIy, and without sthrnng. 
Head (ov a shaft), obested. "j A pfle, faayizig a drcular 

Head (of a shaft), high bii><»]>. I swelling or prominency, 
Head <of a shaft), buteb spook, i . forming the hasie of the 
Head (or Amun\ shouiabbbd, J stoppv^ which Is ooaical. 

He ! He I— This exclamation is said to ha^e been «n Ar^er's 

word of coil, handed down from Tery ancient days. 
Heating.— The tempering of wood, by means of fire. 
High fxathxbed<— An arrow is said to be high feathered when 

the feathers are Jeft long and deep. 
Hit. — ^A stroke in thte target or mark. 
Holding.— One of Ascham's five points. The act of holding the 

string, when the bow is drawn up i some^mes also applied to 

the bow. — See page 302. 
Home. — An arrow is said to be drawn home, when it is drawn' as 

flur as it ought to be. 
Home, At.— When an arrow hits the mark. 
Hobns of the Bow.— The extremities or ends of the bow, whkh 

are tipped with horn. 
HoTLE.— A short roTiAg mark. 
HoTLE SHOOTiM^^.-— Shooting at Aoytto. 
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Inobe8.~A dJrtmce allowed roand the trntt-mark, witbln which an 
airow mmt fiUl in <n'der to oooat. 

KEEPiira A LENGTH. — To shoot the exact dUiance, although not 

straight. 
Knot gall. — A tumour or hurt in trees, occasioned^ as is thought, 

by its boughs, or those of another tree> rubbing against the 

part. 

IiATiNG A Bow 8TBAIGHT.— A term used bj the bow makers, to 

signily bringing it straight, by means of heat or force. 
Length. — The distance to be shot. 
Limb of the Bow.-— That part which exends from eithw side 

of the handle to the horn. 
Loosing.— One of Ascham's five points. The act of releashig or 

discharging the arrow from the bow« by letting go the string. 

See page 303. 
Low-Feathsbed^— -An arrow is said to be low-feathered^ when 

the feather is cut short and shallow* 

Mabkw— >Any object shot st. 

Mabk, Boying. — ^A mark shot at in roving. 

Mabkeb. — ^A person who marks the fall of the arrows into the 
butt or target. ^, 

Mabking Cabd. — A small drcular car^ diyided in the same 
manner as the target, and worn in a narrow wooden frame, 
* suspended from the belt of the Archer. 

N. 

KoOK. — An ancient word stiU used by Arcbers for notch; nocks, 
therefore, are the notcbes in the horns of bows and arrows. 

Nook, To.— To place the noch of the arrow on the string, or the 

string in the noch of the arrow. 
Nocking. — One of Ascham's five points. — See page 300. 

Nocking point.— That part of the striug on which the arrow is 

placed. 
NoosE. — The end of the string which occupies the lower horn. 
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Oteb-abbow.~Aji arrow which flies over the mark. 
Oteb-bowed. — An Archer is said to be oveT'botoed, yrhea the 

power of liis bow is above liis command. 
Oteb-dbawr. — An arrow is said to be over-drawn, when it is 

drawn too far. 
OysB-HAND.— Shooting over-hand is to shoot at the mark over 

the bovf'hand. 
Oyeb-hahd shapt.— An arrow that is shot over-hand, 

p. 

Paib ov Abbows. — In Archery, three arrows are termed a pair, 

on account of the liability of one to break ; and, in order that 

the shooter may always liaye two (the number used at one 

time) left of equal weight. 
Papeb, The. — The butt mark. 
Papeb Game. — A game in which no arrow is allowed to count> 

which does not touch the paper. 
Petticoat, ob Spoon. — The ground of the target beyond the 

outer white ; usually painted green. 
Piecing of an Abbow. — The wood at the pUe^end of the shaft> 

spliced, or incorporated with it. 
Pile. — The head of an arrow, usually made of steel or iron. 
Pile, Suoab Loat. — A pUe in the form of a sugar loaf. 
Pinch. — A small /re^ 

Pin.— The peg used to &sten the huU mark. 
Pins. — Small knots in wood, which, as they sometimes run very 

deep Ihto, and even quite through, the wood, may not 

unfrequently be driven out. 
Pluck a Shoot, To. — To retard or deaden a shot. 
Pluck Down a Side, To.— To shoot into the ground on one 

side. 
Pluck Buffet. — An oldgame, which entitled the victor, instead 

of receiving a prize, to g^vo the vanquished a buffet, or blow, 

on the cheek. 
Plucking a Peatheb. — Baising the feathers when they are 

sunk. 
Point Blank. — To shoot point blank is a term now used to 

express an horizontal shot. 
PopiNJAT.— A wooden bird, used as a mark, particularly in 

Scotland. 
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Pbefebence. — One limb of a bow is said to have the preference 

of the other, by bending most. 
Pbick-habk. — The white mark, or target shot at. 
pBiCK-SHOOTiNa. — Shooting at prick-marks, 
Pbic&s. — The place where the pricks or marlu are placed. 
Pbick-shaft. — An arrow nsed in prick-shooting. 
Pbickeb. — A sort of needle with which the target and marking 

cards are pricked or marked. 

Q 

QurrEB. — A case in which arrows are kept or deposited ; generally 
made of tin. 



Baisb a Pin, To.— A pin in a bow is said to be raised, when there 

is wood left around it, forming a prominency. 
HisQMAN, — The third finger, or that upon which the wedding 

ring is placed. 
BooD.— In Archery, seven yards and a half. 
Bound Compass. — See cpmpcus. 
BoYEBs. — Casual marks, or marks of uncertain distance. 
BoYiNO. — Shooting at rovers. 
Bun on the Bow, To. — A feather is said to run on the bow, when 

it is placed so fsir out of its proper line, as to rub against the 

bow in shooting. 

s. 

Saddle-back'd. — A feather is said to be cut saddle-backed, when 

it is cut in the shape of a saddle. 
Scobe, a. — Twenty yards. 
Self-bow. — See bow. 
Set the Shaft in the Bow, To.— To pull the shaft so far, that 

the point touches the belly of the bow. 
Shaft.— An arrow so called, when it wants only the head. 

Shaft Abm. ( The Arm. ^ Employed in drawing the arrow. 
Shaft Hand. (The Hand. ) 



Shaft, Gadding. ' 
Shaft, Scudding. 
Shaft, Hobling. 



'starts from the bow. 
• A shaft that' skims upon the wind, 
that flies unevenly. 

Shaft, Hollow.— A shaft made of very light porous or spongy 

wood. 
Shaftment. — That part of the arrow occupied by the feathers. 
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Shake.— A kmgitoffiDal rent or canck in wood, often earned bj 

the force of the wind, or by the bo«» or wood, being kept too 

dry or hot. 
Sheat or Abbows — ^A quiver, or cue of arrows, mted io war> 

consisting of twenty-foor. 
Shoot, A. — An arrow shot. 
Shoot noww the Bittts, Tc^To begia at the fiartkett, and end 

at the thoriut butt. 
Shooting Glote. — A gloye used on the shaft-hand, to protect 

the fingers from being cut or hurt by the sharpness of the 

string. It is nsoally a hndc skin gloye, having tinree fingers 

covered with smooth and strong leather. 

Shobt Abbow An arrow which falls short of the mark. 

Shovldeb of the File of ait Abbow.— The rising part near 

its point. 
Side Wind.— See toind. 
Sinking a Bow.— Reducing its force or stUfiiess, by footing 

heavy arrows with it. 
Snake. — An arrow is said to tneihe when it worics itself under the 

grass. 
Spell. — A rising of the lamelloe, or ends of the grain of the wood, 

of which a bow id made. 
Spoon. — See petticoat, 

Spbing of a Bow. — The elastic quality of a bow. 
Stand in the Bow, To. — An arrow Hands in the how, if it be 

placed so as to iky from it steadily. 
Stand in the Wind, To. — To stand aeross the wind, 
Standabd Abbow. — ^An arrow made aeeording to a certain seale 

or pattern. 
Standoio.- One of Asdiam's five points. The posture m whieh 

an Archer stands, when he shoots. See page dOOw 

Standing Bow.— A bow that stands well without shddBg. 

Stele.— An arrow without feather or head. 

Stopping. — The extreme point, or soHd head ci the pHe of an 

arrow. 
Stringing a Bow.— See hradng, 
SuGAB Loaf Pile. — See pile. 
Swift Shaft.— A shaft that flies qndddif, 
Swine-baok'd Shaft. — An arrow having the feather owt in 

fanitation of the &ie of a hogV back. 
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Tab. — A piece of flat leather, to lie in the inside of the hand, and 
used instead of flie fingers of the shooting glove. 

Tabobt. — A mark to shoot at, consisting of divers colored 
circles. They are generally made of straw, consequently, 
then* manufacture is similar to that of the common straw bee- 
hives, and they are usually made about four feet in diameter. 
The front part is covered with cloth sheeting, or fine canvass, 
painted in rings of different colors, and of different value. 
The colors and the value wiU be best understood by the 
following diagram :^ 



I , 




i ' 



The taiget thus prepared is fixed on a frame of wood, so 
contrived that it may be elevated or depressed, as the shots 
are intended to be more or less remote. The distances more 
usually shot at are 100, 80, and 60 yards ; but, in Lancashire, 
and some other parts, the distances are generally 16, 12, 8, 
and 4 rods, of 7^ yards to the rod ; or, 120, 90, 60, and 30 
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yards. The outer marg^ of the target, or the small rim 
which surromids the white, is called the petticoat, and does 
not count. 
Tabqet-cabd. — A card colored in the same manner as the target, 
containing the names of the shooters, and used for scoring 
their respective hits by the marker. It is usually ruled in the 
following manner, and fixed on a small piece of board, in 
order that the marker may, more readily, score the hits with 
the pricker : — 



Names. 


Gold 
9 


Bed 

7 


Blue 

OB 

Green. 
5 


Black. 
3 


White 
1 


Total 
Hits. 


Value 


A. 
















6. 










• 






C. 
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Taboet-shootino. — Shooting at targets. 

Tassel. — This is an useful article, usually made of green worsted, 
and used for thd purpose of wiping the arrows after they are 
drawn from the ground. It is suspended from the belt at the 
left side. 

Tilleb. — An instrument^ used by howyers, in altering a bow, 
haying a large notch at the top of it to hold the handle of the 
bow, and small notches cut horizontally down its surface, at 
given distances, in which the string is fixed, by drawing 
downwards, for the purpose of trying the bow, previous to 
scraping it. 

Tillebino. — Trying the bend of a bow by the tiller, or altering it 
by scraping. 

To the Bow. ) A man is said to shoot, and his arrow is said to 
To the Shaft. ) fly to the how or to the shaft, as his arrow flies 
to the bow 'hand or shaft-hand side of his mark. 

u 

Undeb-bowed. — An Archer is said to be under-bowed, when he 
uses a bow too weak for him to shoot well with. 
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TlNDEB-iiABn Shootinq. — An Archer shoots uader-Tunid, wh 

be looks at his mark under bis bow-haad. 
Up, Too hdch.— A bow ia too mtich up, nheo it is braced 

elTiing too hij(h. 
Cpshot, To oiTErnB.—Tomake the jjrenuned best shot, towar 

the end of the game. 
Df-wikd. — See toiml. 

w 

Weatkeb-han.— This is a term applied to an Archer, as well . 
to an} other person, «ho Is conversant trith the weather. 

Wbioht Of 4 Bow.— Tbe weigbt, or power, which a bow requlr 
to draw it properly up. 

Weight op an Arhow — Arrows are now weighed with the san 
weights as standard silver, and marked accordingly. It mi 
therefore be well to insert Ihe following scale of ttie varioi 
weiglila required for tlie several distances, which will be four 
of coDsiderable use to the joung Archer, in the purchase • 



13 do. 
16 do. 



r 00 do.) 
r 120 do.f 



Bovin;; arrows are much heavier, and flight arrows mnc 
lighter, than others ; the former generally weighing from fit 
shillings to ten, and even twelve shillings ; and the latte 
seldom exceeding four shillings. Yet, the above noticc< 
weiijhts are by no means arbitrary; but, as Ascham has jusll. 
observed, " every a.au must use sach an an'ow as most suit 
him, and is best adapted to (he nature and power of his bow. 
The subjoined table wili shew the actual weight of each arrow 
Troy, and will he of equal use with the above : — 



dwts. qrs. 
... 19 8} 
... IS 12 
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8TAin>AAI> WEIGHTS, 
OK XABK.8 FOB ABB0W8 
8. d. 



1 









6 
3 
9 

1 



BRASS WEIOHTS, 
TBOT. 

dwts. ^s. 
3 21 



1 






22| 

15i 
71 



Wiv. — ^A eailous excrescent, growing oat of the wood of a bow. 

Whip, To. — ^To inwrap with anything. 

Whipping, Thb.— The material used to mwrap the nocking 

point. 
Whibtliko Abbow. — An arrow with a large, round, and hollow 

head, (generally made of horn) perforated with holes, whidi 

makes a whistling noise as it flies throngh the ur. 
Wide Abbow. — One which falls wide of the mark. 
WiiTD, Down. — When the wind blows directly from the shooter 

down to the mark. 
WiNB, 6n>£.>-When it blows directly across the line of the mark. 
Wind, Sibe Qoabteb. — ^When it blows obliquely upon the line of 

the mark. 
WiiTD, Up.— When it blows directly from the mark to the shooter. 
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